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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Good

          3  afternoon. My name is Eva Moskowitz. I'm the Chair

          4  of the City Council Education Committee.

          5                 This is a joint hearing between

          6  Education and Oversight and Investigations.

          7                 I'm sure Council Member Gioia is on

          8  his way, but we are going to bring this meeting to

          9  order.

         10                 I know that Council Member Comrie

         11  from Queens is also here, and we are expecting a few

         12  other members, but this is a slightly unusual time

         13  and it's also in the midst of budget season, so

         14  there's a lot going on.

         15                 We're here today to discuss the Young

         16  Adult Voter Registration Act, which is designed to

         17  increase voter participation among young people.

         18                 This has been a real problem, not

         19  only in New York City but around the country. In New

         20  York City, while there are 160,000 people between

         21  the ages of 18 and 25, who are eligible to vote but

         22  are not in fact registered, and only 32,000 actually

         23  voted. I believe this is in the last presidential.

         24                 As a former civics teacher myself,

         25  I've long been convinced of the importance of voting
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          2  in general, particularly for young people, and just

          3  a quick anecdote, when I ran for office first in

          4  1997, and I was calling voters to persuade them to

          5  support me, I had my campaign staff print out the

          6  names and the telephone numbers, and you can find on

          7  the voter file the age, and I was very shocked to

          8  see that the average age of the voter in my district

          9  was about 76 years old. And it was really striking

         10  that, I thought maybe I had only gotten the list of

         11  over 65 or something, but in fact I had gotten the

         12  list of eligible voters and clearly we are not doing

         13  enough to engage young people and schools are

         14  particularly well positioned to contribute to the

         15  effort of registering and teaching civics. We will

         16  actually be having a hearing in the fall on civics

         17  education more broadly, and obviously voter

         18  registration and voting is only one piece of that.

         19                 We've been joined by my colleague and

         20  co-chair of this hearing, Eric Gioia, who I'm sure

         21  wants to make an opening statement.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON GIOIA: Thank you, Chair

         23  Moskowitz. And thank you very much for having this

         24  hearing, and thank you for all the great work you've

         25  done over the past two years on education, which I'm
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          2  sure we all agree is the most important issue facing

          3  the City today.

          4                 We talk about teaching children

          5  values. The bedrock of American values is good

          6  citizenship and voting is fundamental to that. In

          7  fact, I would argue that voting is the keystone

          8  value from which all other values spring, and I

          9  think when we go out there to our communities and we

         10  speak to people, we know that people who vote,

         11  people who vote every election are those who are

         12  most active in the community, those who are most

         13  civic minded. Unfortunately, our investigation in

         14  the City Council shows and many other studies over

         15  the years have shown that the people least likely to

         16  vote are those from 18 to 25. The number one reason

         17  they give for not voting is they're not registered.

         18                 I think that this piece of

         19  legislation is an important piece of legislation

         20  that will change that. By making graduation day,

         21  registration day, we will hand with a diploma a

         22  voter registration card. We will begin to inculcate

         23  the most American of values, and we'll begin to say

         24  to these students, that graduating high school is

         25  certainly a right of passage, a right of passage
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          2  that every single student in New York City should

          3  hope to attain. But also a right of passage is

          4  becoming a voter, and becoming a full participant in

          5  the great American democracy.

          6                 Around the world people wonder at the

          7  lives that are being lost today, the fight for

          8  democracy, and they wonder what is, what is the

          9  magic of what we do. And the truth is, it's not

         10  magic. It's about people recognizing that democracy

         11  is not a spectator sport. Each and every individual

         12  citizen can actually affect change, and that change

         13  begins in the ballot box. In 2000, we saw how

         14  important every person and every single vote was. In

         15  fact, the difference between electing Al Gore and

         16  George Bush President was one high school in

         17  Florida. That's a lesson I hope to drive home this

         18  year, as I did with all the high schools in my

         19  district and handed out voter registration cards

         20  myself, and I hope it's a lesson that will be driven

         21  home very shortly across the entire City when this

         22  bill becomes law. And I thank you for having this

         23  hearing, and it is my hope that within a decade we

         24  will register to vote an entire generation of New

         25  Yorkers.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

          4                 We've been joined by Council Member

          5  Tracy Boyland from Brooklyn, and also Council Member

          6  Leroy Comrie from Queens.

          7                 We're going to hear from Erin

          8  Stevens, who has a prepared statement to read, and

          9  then we have a few witnesses, but this should be a

         10  relatively short hearing.

         11                 So, welcome, and thank you for being

         12  here. And if I could ask you just to state your name

         13  and affiliation for the record.

         14                 MS. STEVENS: Good afternoon, Chairs

         15  Moskowitz and Gioia and members of the Committees on

         16  Education and Oversight and Investigations. My name

         17  is Erin Stevens, and I am the Director of Local

         18  Government Relations for the New York City

         19  Department of Education.

         20                 I'm pleased to be here to offer

         21  comment on the importance of voter registration and

         22  proposed Intro. 261-A.

         23                 And I'm really here more to read a

         24  prepared statement. I will probably be limited in my

         25  ability to answer questions, but I just wanted to
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          2  state that.

          3                 We all know that civic participation

          4  is the basic tenet of democracy. Exercising the

          5  right to vote for our leaders is the most profound

          6  way to make our collective voice heard in

          7  representative government.

          8                 Lessons we have learned over the

          9  years prove that every vote does count, and it is

         10  our hope that more people will exercise this right.

         11                 However, the number of registered

         12  voters among eligible citizens is only a fraction of

         13  what it should be, notably among our younger

         14  citizens.

         15                 Historically, even among registered

         16  voters, those from ages 18 to 24 vote well below

         17  their proportionate numbers. The Department of

         18  Education is taking pains to address the reasons

         19  behind this phenomenon and help turn it around.

         20                 Our participation in government

         21  course requirement includes voter rights and

         22  responsibilities, the voting process and all other

         23  access of citizen voter registration.

         24                 In this course, our teachers seek to

         25  encourage our students to be active members of our
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          2  democracy, not merely by voting, but also by

          3  contacting their elected officials on legislation,

          4  researching policy and engaging in debate on current

          5  events and the like.

          6                 Many schools distribute voter

          7  registration cards and hold voter registration

          8  drives as an adjunct.

          9                 In addition, the Department currently

         10  makes voter registration forms available in the main

         11  or central offices of each high school, as well as

         12  in college and in guidance offices.

         13                 This year we plan to distribute them

         14  to all graduating high school seniors, and have been

         15  working with the City Board of Elections on how to

         16  do this expeditiously.

         17                 The Department applauds the City

         18  Council in its efforts to increase civic

         19  participation among our young people.

         20                 Proposed 261-A is consistent with the

         21  practices already undertaken by the Department.

         22                 The bill would require DOE to provide

         23  each graduating student with a voter registration

         24  form, and recommends that the forms are handed out

         25  with diplomas or at graduation.
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          2                 It would also require DOE to make

          3  forms available in central and main offices of high

          4  schools, and to notify students of their

          5  availability.

          6                 We suggest that the Council change

          7  the language in Section 3-209 subsection B to

          8  reflect that not all students graduate at the same

          9  time. It would be preferable to give principals the

         10  flexibility to distribute such forms to those who

         11  graduate before or after the traditional time of

         12  graduation, in a way that is consistent with how

         13  they distribute other graduation material. For

         14  example, when they distribute final report cards to

         15  these graduating students.

         16                 We collectively, as a society, should

         17  do more to encourage everyone to participate in the

         18  process.

         19                 The availability of forms at agency

         20  offices, such as DMV, in colleges and universities,

         21  through community and civic organizations, and at

         22  all levels of government, including the offices of

         23  our City Council members, will help increase

         24  people's access to voter registration forms and

         25  raise awareness about the importance of voting.
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          2                 Thank you for the opportunity to

          3  testify today, and we will be happy to work with you

          4  as you finalize passage of this legislation.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you. And

          6  I realize you're not here to answer questions, so

          7  I'll just ask you to bring a few things back.

          8                 MS. STEVENS: Yes.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: I just want to

         10  clarify, because in your testimony you say the bill

         11  would require DOE to provide each graduating student

         12  with a voter registration form, and recommends that

         13  the forms are handed out with diplomas.

         14                 That's actually inaccurate.

         15                 MS. STEVENS: Okay.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: It requires.

         17                 MS. STEVENS: It requires, okay.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: We're not

         19  recommending. We're saying you've got to do it. It's

         20  the law.

         21                 So, I just want to make sure that

         22  that point is clear.

         23                 MS. STEVENS: Okay.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: And I just

         25  want to respond, and maybe there's something I'm not
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          2  understanding, and we have the various councils

          3  interact with the Legal Department, but on the

          4  change that you're suggesting, I just want to make,

          5  if you can take this back, there's nothing in the

          6  law that says you can't, in addition to handing them

          7  out during graduation, hand them out any other time

          8  you feel like it.

          9                 MS. STEVENS: Okay.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: So, I'm not

         11  quite sure the change that you're asking or the

         12  Department is asking for.

         13                 MS. STEVENS: It was the concern

         14  among, in our Office of Legal Services, because it

         15  does say at the same time, and the voter

         16  registration form should be just distributed at the

         17  same time. So, I think they just wanted that

         18  clarified.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: I think, and

         20  Council Member Gioia can clarify, but what we really

         21  like is the notion that students get two very

         22  important pieces of paper at the same time. I mean,

         23  we're not saying that you couldn't hand one out with

         24  the right hand and one out with the left hand so

         25  that it wouldn't be exactly simultaneously, but when
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          2  a student goes up to get their high school diploma,

          3  they are going through two rights of passage, one

          4  having to do with their formal educational

          5  achievement, and one having to do with their

          6  political coming of age, and it's important, in our

          7  view, that those happen simultaneously in front of a

          8  community, because we're sending a very, very

          9  important message that these two things are both

         10  important and in fact related and part of being an

         11  educated person, is participating in your democratic

         12  form of government.

         13                 So, I just wanted to clarify if

         14  students are graduating at various times, any time

         15  or any way that a student gets a diploma, if they're

         16  not participating in that formal ceremony they could

         17  either be personally handed or mailed. You know,

         18  we're not trying to make this unduly burdensome.

         19                 MS. STEVENS: Okay.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Just so if you

         21  could bring that back.

         22                 MS. STEVENS: Sure.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: I don't have

         24  any further comments or questions. I don't know if

         25  Council Member Gioia does?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON GIOIA: I'd just like to

          3  second the comments of the Chairwoman. But also just

          4  to give you the idea that the legislative intent in

          5  that from a young age, almost every single, I mean

          6  many people in this City talk about graduating high

          7  school. Whether you're going on to college or not,

          8  there's certain rights of passage that you look

          9  forward to, and what we're trying to do is really

         10  associate these rights of passage together, to say

         11  not only did you become a high school graduate

         12  today, but you became a real citizen, a voter,

         13  someone who participates in democracy.

         14                 And it's particularly important in

         15  this City. I think this is model legislation that

         16  should be replicated nationwide, municipality and

         17  states across the country should implement it. But

         18  it's particularly important in this City, because

         19  it's the City that as we know is now 38 percent

         20  foreign born. So we come from many places, but we

         21  come here to share in American values, and in this

         22  really, as I said, is the keystone to those American

         23  Values, so you go to the school and you become --

         24  you're able to share through your children these

         25  values, and many of these children at a young age
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          2  become the head of the household. Maybe not

          3  financially, they're not the ones who are paying the

          4  bills, but the head of the household culturally.

          5  They're the first in their family sometimes to speak

          6  English as a native tongue, they're the most

          7  familiar with government processes and the most

          8  comfortable speaking on behalf of their family.

          9                 And then it is my hope that they will

         10  then go out and tell their family, look at this,

         11  look what I have in my hand, not only am I the first

         12  member of our family to graduate high school in

         13  America, but I'm the first to register to vote, and

         14  why don't you come with me and I'll tell you a story

         15  from Election Day, Re-Election Day in 2003.

         16                 I'm in schools pretty frequently, on

         17  an average of about once a week. I spend a lot of

         18  time in the elementary schools and I talk to

         19  children about civic involvement and that means to

         20  be an active member of a community, and I can't tell

         21  you the number of people who came up to me with

         22  their children saying, my child, my son, my daughter

         23  made me come out and vote today because they met you

         24  at their school and they said that I had to come out

         25  and do this, and it makes me feel very good inside
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          2  that what we're doing is, by inculcating these

          3  values we're promoting a lifetime of good

          4  citizenship, and that's the reason to correlate

          5  these two rights of passage, and I certainly agree

          6  that -- I mean, if someone doesn't show up for

          7  graduation, that shouldn't mean that they don't get

          8  a voter registration card. I mean, I'd be happy that

          9  you mailed that to them.

         10                 But the one other point I did want

         11  you to bring back: We talk about the Department of

         12  Motor Vehicles. As you probably know, I actually

         13  think it was ten years ago that President Clinton

         14  signed what we colloquially call the "Motor Voter

         15  Law," and it's been a wonderful success nationwide,

         16  but it has not been successful in New York City for

         17  the simple reason that most New Yorkers, many New

         18  Yorkers, don't drive, and they don't go to get their

         19  registration card.

         20                 That's why the Speaker of the

         21  Council, when he was just then Council Member

         22  Miller, wrote and passed, I believe it's the

         23  pro-voter law, that requires every City agency to

         24  actually have voter registration forms available.

         25                 The problem we've identified in the
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          2  investigation we did this spring, was that just

          3  about half of City agencies were failing to provide

          4  those voter registration cards, which needs to be

          5  improved on; but, two, even when it is improved, and

          6  I commend the Department of Education for having

          7  voter registration cards available in school

          8  offices, when it is one of many forms. And I'm not

          9  taking anything away from this, I applaud it, but

         10  it's not what we're looking for. It shouldn't just

         11  be one of a buffet of forms that they could be

         12  filling out, and that's why we want to do more.

         13                 And thank you for your support of the

         14  bill, hopefully we will pass it here soon, and get a

         15  signature on it as soon as possible.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         18  We've been joined by Council Member Foster from the

         19  Bronx who I think stepped out for a moment, and

         20  Council Member Oliver Koppell.

         21                 For members who got here a little bit

         22  late, Erin Stevens came to read testimony and is not

         23  necessarily prepared to answer questions, but if

         24  there are any comments or questions, she obviously

         25  will do her best.
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          2                 Thank you very, very much. We

          3  appreciate your time and testimony.

          4                 We are now going to hear from --

          5  perhaps we have another chair, we've got four

          6  witnesses. Doug Israel; Megan Quattlebaum; John

          7  Flanigan; and Daniel Munz.

          8                 If I can ask you to begin in the

          9  order in which I called you, and if you can state

         10  your name and affiliation for the record, that would

         11  be helpful.

         12                 Why don't we begin with Mr. Doug

         13  Israel. Thank you.

         14                 MR. ISRAEL: Thank you very much.

         15                 Again, my name is Doug Israel. I'm

         16  the Advocacy Director with Citizens' Union, and I

         17  just want to start off by thanking you, Council

         18  Member Moskowitz, as well as Council Member Gioia,

         19  and the rest of the members of the Education

         20  Committee and the Committee on Investigation,

         21  Oversight Investigations.

         22                 We think this is a great piece of

         23  legislation and we really support the City Council

         24  taking proactive steps to increase youth voter

         25  turnout.
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          2                 Without going through the numbers, I

          3  mean, you recognize, we all recognize that youth

          4  voter turnout is a very significant problem, not

          5  only today but for the future. What does it mean

          6  when a generation of young people are not voting

          7  now? Potentially could have disastrous consequences

          8  in the future and create an increasing turnout gap

          9  where young people and old people alike are

         10  participating in lower and lower numbers.

         11                 I want to tell a quick personal story

         12  and why this is an inspiring piece of legislation

         13  for me.

         14                 I used to work for an organization

         15  called Campus Green Boat, that it's mission was to

         16  engage young people and to train and empower young

         17  people to be an environmental leader and to protect

         18  the environment.

         19                 The thought was that young people

         20  grew up with recycled paper and dolphin-safe tuna

         21  and all these concepts that the generations before

         22  them didn't know anything about, but the problem was

         23  they weren't going up to the polls to vote.

         24                 So, we did a lot of work. I was in

         25  Seattle, and we did a lot of work with young people
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          2  throughout the Northwest. My region included Idaho,

          3  Montana, California, Oregon, as well as Washington,

          4  and we found tremendous resistance on the part of

          5  Boards of Elections, City Councils, County Councils

          6  and local elected officials to young people

          7  participating in the election process, to the point

          8  where we actually hired the ACLU to fight some of

          9  these councils and boards of elections to allow

         10  young people to register in places where they lived.

         11                 So, to wrap it up, I think it's

         12  really inspiring that the City Council is taking

         13  this proactive step to increase youth voter turnout

         14  and to make sure that in the future their voices are

         15  heard and represented in the political process here

         16  in New York City.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         19                 Megan Quattlebaum.

         20                 MS. QUATTLEBAUM: Hi. My name is Megan

         21  Quattlebaum. I'm the Associate Director of Common

         22  Cause New York.

         23                 Common Cause appreciates

         24  opportunities to testify before these committees

         25  today, and we're here, as our colleagues are, to
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          2  offer our support for Intro. 261.

          3                 I think we all agree, as this hearing

          4  has highlighted, that we've reached a crisis point

          5  in youth voter participation, and I think there is a

          6  lot of different reasons for this, a couple of which

          7  include decline in the amount and quality of civic

          8  education offered in our public schools.

          9                 But two other explanations that were

         10  outlined by the Carnegie Corporation in their

         11  Challenger Report on Youth Voter Turnout that I

         12  thought were particularly relevant for our

         13  discussion today, were the fact that many people do

         14  not know how, when or where to register to vote,

         15  because they're not receiving this information at

         16  school or at home. And the fact that many young

         17  people don't recognize that their votes may have a

         18  direct impact on issues they care about because

         19  political candidates are not reaching out to them

         20  and talking about issues that impact young people.

         21                 I think, and Common Cause believes,

         22  that Intro. 261 is a great first step in addressing

         23  this problem. And I just wanted to say that I think

         24  presidential election year, is a special important

         25  time to be considering legislation like this, and I
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          2  think that the Council has a very special role to

          3  play in addressing the problem, and while Common

          4  Cause New York and our colleagues, like the New York

          5  Public Interest Research Group and others will be

          6  doing our utmost to register new young voters and

          7  ensure they get to the polls this year, you as

          8  Council members, and this Committee, can

          9  fundamentally alter the way that young people view

         10  the political process by demonstrating to them as

         11  you do at this introduction of this bill that you

         12  care about their opinions and their votes, and that

         13  you're taking issues that matter to young people

         14  very seriously.

         15                 So, we very much appreciate that.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you

         17  very, very much.

         18                 John Flanigan.

         19                 MR. FLANIGAN: Thank you. Good

         20  afternoon. Thank you for the opportunity to speak

         21  today. My name is John Flanigan. I am the Voter

         22  Mobilization Coordinator for the New York Public

         23  Interest Research Group.

         24                 As you may already know, NYPIRG is a

         25  student-directed organization, with a long history
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          2  of registering students to vote, as well as engaging

          3  the youth population in the political process.

          4                 Just this past year, NYPIRG

          5  organizers, along with hundreds of student

          6  volunteers have registered over 20,000 students to

          7  vote statewide at colleges and universities and high

          8  schools, including nine schools here in New York

          9  City.

         10                 These college chapters have organized

         11  "Get Out To Vote Drive," educational voter forums

         12  and candidate debates, help disseminate election

         13  information and coordinate Election Day Voter Hot

         14  Lines.

         15                 We have also successfully defended

         16  students' constitutional right to vote in their

         17  college communities, as we continue to fight to make

         18  voting more accessible to students, we're moving

         19  polling sites to schools at dorms on campus.

         20                 We're not only continuing our efforts

         21  to register students to vote at all levels, through

         22  the summer we are developing our most ambitious

         23  campaign ever to noticeably increase student turnout

         24  at the polls this fall.

         25                 We plan to register tens of thousands
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          2  of students to vote before the November election is

          3  within this objective that we speak today to discuss

          4  Intro. 261-A.

          5                 We support the Intro. 261-A and

          6  believe the proposed legislation will make important

          7  changes to the current New York City Law to increase

          8  youth voter participation.

          9                 However, we feel strongly that the

         10  legislation must be improved to fully achieve its

         11  goals. Without these enhancements, we feel that

         12  legislation will not substantially increase student

         13  participation in the voting process.

         14                 Specifically, NYPIRG proposes the

         15  more proactive component to the legislation will

         16  allow for a forum to distribute these forms before

         17  graduation, as well as to provide assistance in

         18  throwing them out.

         19                 We also recommend that teachers

         20  discuss the importance of voting and civic

         21  involvement with their students, and hand out

         22  supplementary educational materials with the voter

         23  registration forms.

         24                 NYPIRG urges that in addition to to

         25  upon graduation, voter registration forms be handed
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          2  out earlier in the year. On or around primary day is

          3  a logical time for this to take place, having the

          4  distribution at the beginning of the academic year

          5  will enable thousands of eligible students who will

          6  turn 18 by the general election to vote in that

          7  year's election.

          8                 Distribution could take place during

          9  the first class of the day, or first social studies

         10  class of the week.

         11                 Having the students' attention focus

         12  on upcoming elections, could also help increase

         13  voter turnout, and participation in registration.

         14                 It is imperative that the form

         15  distribution take place in class and be staff active

         16  with teachers in incorporating voter registration

         17  and collection in the classroom activities.

         18                 Staff activist is the most effective

         19  way to have forms filled out.

         20                 Having teachers assist students fill

         21  out the forms will also help to prevent non-citizens

         22  from breaking the law by filling our forms,

         23  increases meaningful participation and turnout.

         24                 It is vital with the implementation

         25  of HAVA, the Help America Vote Act. As you might
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          2  already know, forms collected by teachers and

          3  delivered directly to the Board of Elections will

          4  likely mean less ID checks than if mailed in

          5  directly.

          6                 We recommend that staff active voter

          7  registration also include some education on voting

          8  elections. NYPIRG will be happy to work with the

          9  Board of Elections to create this curriculum.

         10                 We also recommend that in compliance

         11  with provisions of the Voting Rights Act, the main

         12  or central high school offices provide postage paid

         13  voter registration forms in multiple languages. The

         14  educational materials that we suggest to be

         15  simultaneously distributed with voter registration

         16  forms should also be provided in said languages.

         17                 A strengthened Youth Adult Voter

         18  Registration Act would serve as a model piece of

         19  legislation that could help increase the voter

         20  participation in the city, state, and around the

         21  country.

         22                 Thank you for your time and we look

         23  forward to questions and further discussion.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

         25                 Daniel Munz.
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          2                 MR. MUNZ: Good afternoon. My name is

          3  Daniel Munz. I'm with the Citizens' Union, and I

          4  want to thank the Council and the Chairs for taking

          5  on this important issue.

          6                 I graduated from Benjamin Cardoza

          7  High School in June of 2002. For me graduation was a

          8  right of passage. A diploma is an affirmation of a

          9  student's status as an adult citizen, and to

         10  distribute voter registration forms along with

         11  diplomas would connect this right of passage, with a

         12  powerful commitment to civic duty.

         13                 It would send a message to my

         14  generation that our voices are sought and that

         15  participation in democracy is a cornerstone of

         16  adulthood.

         17                 As voters, unfortunately, my

         18  generation has compiled a dismal record at a time

         19  when our participation is vital.

         20                 The issues facing America today

         21  affect my generation in a way that has not been true

         22  since the 1970s.

         23                 If a draft is reinstated, it is my

         24  generation that will be called to serve. If the

         25  deficit is left to grow in check, it is my
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          2  generation that will pay for it.

          3                 If a natural environment remains

          4  unprotected, it is my generation that will be

          5  deprived of safe, healthy communities in which to

          6  raise our children.

          7                 Young voter turnout isn't just a

          8  short-term concern. Young people who vote are more

          9  likely to become adults who vote, and to raise

         10  children who vote.

         11                 Boosting youth turnout isn't just

         12  good for my generation. It is an insurance policy on

         13  the health of American democracy.

         14                 I want to conclude with a brief

         15  anecdote. Cardoza is a wonderful school, but it is

         16  also a very big school. My graduating class

         17  consisted of 930 students.

         18                 Because of this, Cardoza's graduation

         19  is often held at Nassau Coliseum, also home to the

         20  New York Islanders.

         21                 One of the most fun consequences of

         22  this is that we get to use the Coliseum's JumboTron,

         23  which if you're not familiar, is a giant screen at

         24  half court that broadcasts the view of the action to

         25  everyone in the State.
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          2                 I mention the JumboTron for two

          3  reasons: First, the thought of walking across the

          4  stage and receiving my diploma and voter

          5  registration card on the JumboTron is just a great

          6  image.

          7                 Second, I think the JumboTron

          8  provides something of an aft metaphor. It allows one

          9  cameraman to direct the attention of the entire

         10  stadium to a single place or event. In much the same

         11  way while our government is faced with a stadium

         12  full of issues, this bill would allow you as

         13  legislators to direct our government's focus to the

         14  vital issue of young civic participation, to put my

         15  generation's voice front and center.

         16                 It is inspiring that today you are

         17  taking the time to show New York City's young voters

         18  that our civic participation is something you care

         19  about.

         20                 Thank you very much for your time.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you

         22  very, very much for your testimony.

         23                 We've been joined by Council Member

         24  Recchia, from Brooklyn.

         25                 I don't have any questions, I don't
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          2  know if Council Member Gioia does.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON GIOIA: I just want to

          4  thank you for not only coming down and testifying,

          5  but also for participating as much as you do at your

          6  age.

          7                 I'm particularly a relatively young

          8  elected official in New York, and I got started in

          9  politics and government when I was your age and even

         10  a little bit younger, and what you'll find is that

         11  by the time you're my age, and if you've done as

         12  much as you do, you'll actually have a lot of

         13  experience under your belt even though you're pretty

         14  young. So, I commend you for doing that, and go back

         15  to your high school, and while you're this young,

         16  talk to the students, because you can relate to them

         17  and they look at you and see all the great things

         18  you're accomplishing, and they'll want to do them as

         19  well, and I think you'll be able to inspire kids to

         20  go out there and participate in the process.

         21                 Thank you very much for coming down

         22  here.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you

         24  very, very much, for your participation and

         25  thoughtful commentary. We very much appreciate it.
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          2                 That was all the witnesses I had.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Chair?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: If I could

          6  ask you a question, and Councilman Gioia, as well?

          7                 I note in Erin Stevens' testimony,

          8  some of which I missed because I came in late, I

          9  apologize, she mentions the participation in

         10  government course that's apparently offered in the

         11  schools. As you were looking in this, did you look

         12  into the issue of how many students actually take

         13  that course? Is it required for all students, or

         14  only some; do you know the answer to that?

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: We did not.

         16                 Although, we are going to have a

         17  hearing in the fall on civics education, more

         18  broadly speaking.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I'm sorry, I

         20  couldn't understand what you just said.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: We are going

         22  to have --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Oh, you're

         24  going to have, okay.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: -- On the
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          2  broader topic of civics education, which as I'm sure

          3  you know, used to be a very important part of the

          4  curriculum, and since has become a less important

          5  part. It is not a Citywide requirement, but there

          6  are schools that offer government courses, and there

          7  are particular schools that have a very rich civics

          8  curriculum, just on the issue of voter registration

          9  forms.

         10                 I have never been into a school where

         11  I have seen voter registration forms offered at the

         12  central office.

         13                 I know that the Department testified

         14  that that is somewhat common practice. I've never

         15  seen it. I don't know if anyone else has here, but

         16  that has not been part of my experience.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would

         18  simply make a couple of observations in light of the

         19  testimony of the people who just testified and the

         20  findings of the Committee and Chairman Gioia's

         21  Committee of the lack of participation, and first of

         22  all, when I was president of my local school board,

         23  as you know I was, we made a point of insisting that

         24  the curriculum include civics courses in all the

         25  schools, going down to the elementary schools.
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          2                 I don't know to what extent we're

          3  permitted to do that, because some of this education

          4  jurisdiction is with the State Legislature, and I

          5  recall when I was in the State Legislature, that we

          6  did require certain curriculum additions. I know

          7  some of the educators didn't like that too much, but

          8  we did it anyway. And in this instance, whether I

          9  guess you can find out whether we can do it, but I

         10  would certainly favor, in addition to the

         11  legislation we're considering today, that especially

         12  in the high schools there be some kind of

         13  participation government course for every student,

         14  and that part of that the students be assisted if

         15  they want to in filling out the voters registration

         16  form, because I do think that it's good to give it

         17  to them at graduation, and I support this

         18  legislation, I'm a sponsor. But I do think that in

         19  many instances the students just don't even have an

         20  idea of why they should participate. As obvious as

         21  it might seem to us, it's not obvious to them.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Thank you. I

         23  appreciate that insight and that comment, and I

         24  think no one here believes that this is somehow the

         25  answer to the civics problem and dilemma. It's
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          2  obviously a much broader problem than that. And I

          3  was hoping in the fall when we look at civics

          4  education, to really try and come up with some

          5  concrete solution for how to embed voter

          6  registration and voter participation in a much

          7  broader discussion of government, and, frankly,

          8  American history, and so forth.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Good idea.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Any other

         11  comments?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: The only

         13  thing I want to say is I'm upset that I was late,

         14  and I'm sorry I was late. I would have loved to hear

         15  Ms. Erin Stevens testify. The first time I could

         16  have cross-examined her.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MOSKOWITZ: Well, we are

         18  then going to call this hearing to a conclusion.

         19                 Council Member Robert Jackson, who I

         20  think I announced, I don't know if you have any

         21  comments or questions? If not, we were going to

         22  conclude. This is a short hearing, I think in part

         23  because this is a very straight-forward bill, not to

         24  say that there couldn't be improvements or

         25  additions, and what I would like to do is, go
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          2  forward with Council Member Gioia, monitor how well

          3  this is done and what additions can be added to the

          4  underlying concept, which I think is fairly

          5  motherhood and apple pie, that young people should

          6  be voting.

          7                 So, it's our intention to try and put

          8  this to a vote before my baby is due, which means in

          9  the next two weeks to ten days, so we're working

         10  with various people's schedules, but either on the

         11  16th or the 22nd, we will take a vote.

         12                 Thank you very much, everyone. And

         13  this meeting is adjourned.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 4:55 p.m.)
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