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COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

Hon. Erik Martin Dilan, Chair

June 12, 2013

PRECONSIDERED INT. NO.___:
By Council Members Dilan (in conjunction with the Mayor) and Fidler
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to extending the waiver of certain permit and inspection fees for work related to plumbing and electrical systems in buildings damaged by the severe storm that occurred on October 29 and 30, 2012, commonly referred to as "Hurricane Sandy."
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 28-112.10.2.
​​​​​

BACKGROUND:


On June 12, 2013, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Preconsidered Int. No., A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to extending the waiver of certain permit and inspection fees for work related to plumbing and electrical systems in buildings damaged by the severe storm that occurred on October 29 and 30, 2012, commonly referred to as "Hurricane Sandy." 

To aid communities in their recovery efforts from Hurricane Sandy, and encourage the repair and reconstruction of buildings damaged by the storm, on November 12, 2012, Mayor Bloomberg issued Executive Order 172, suspending certain Department of Buildings (DOB) fees for properties affected by Hurricane Sandy.
 The Executive Order waived all fees for substantially damaged buildings (as indicated by a red placard or other notation by the Department) related to demolition applications and permits; alteration 1, 2 and 3 applications and permits to renovate and repair damaged structures; and new building applications and permits to rebuild structures that were completely destroyed. For all other buildings that were damaged by the storm, fees related to electrical and plumbing work were waived so long as a master plumber or electrician certified to the department that such damage was Sandy-related.
 The Mayor re-issued this Executive Order a number of times to continue the same fee waivers set forth in the original order. 

On December 18, 2012, the Council passed Proposed Int. No. 977-A (Local Law 4 of 2013), which set into law the waiver of all fees for applications, permits and inspections related to buildings that were substantially damaged or completely demolished and/or washed away by Sandy so long as the initial application for construction document approval or application for a permit or inspection was submitted by October 31, 2014. Local Law 4 of 2014 also waived application, permit and inspection fees for work related to plumbing and electrical systems damaged by Sandy, so long as the initial application for construction document approval or application for a permit or inspection was submitted on or before April 30, 2013.  

Since the end of the fee waiver period, DOB has continued to receive a significant number of applications for permits and construction document approval from property owners whose electrical and plumbing systems were damaged by Sandy. This bill recognizes that the City is still recovering from the property damage caused by Sandy and there is a continued need to alleviate some of the financial impact related to electrical and plumbing repairs undertaken by homeowners; consequently, this bill would extend the waiver of DOB fees related to such work until December 31, 2013.

On June 6, 2013, the Committee conducted a hearing on this bill and received testimony from DOB representatives and members of the general public. No changes have been made to the bill since its first hearing. 

Preconsidered Int. No. 
 
Bill section one amends section 28-112.10 of the Administrative Code to allow DOB to waive all fees for work related to electrical and plumbing systems damaged by Hurricane Sandy. Such fees could be waived through December 31, 2013. 

Bill section two contains the enactment clause and provides that this local law shall take effect immediately and shall be retroactive to and deemed to have been in full force and effect on and after April 30, 2013.  

UPDATE

On Wednesday, June 12, 2013, the Committee adopted this legislation.  Accordingly, the Committee recommends its adoption.
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Preconsidered Int. No.

By Council Members Dilan (in conjunction with the Mayor) and Fidler
..Title

A Local Law


To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to extending the waiver of certain permit and inspection fees for work related to plumbing and electrical systems in buildings damaged by the severe storm that occurred on October 29 and 30, 2012, commonly referred to as "Hurricane Sandy."
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 28-112.10.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§28-112.10.2 Storm related damage to electrical and plumbing systems.  In buildings other than eligible buildings, fees shall be waived only for applications, permits and inspections for work related to plumbing and electrical systems damaged by such storm.  Applicants must submit certification by a licensed master electrician or a licensed master plumber or fire suppression piping contractor that the proposed work is related to such storm damage. The commissioner may request the applicant to submit additional information relating to the damage.  Waiver of such fees pursuant to this section shall be applicable for jobs where the initial application for construction document approval or, if no construction documents are required, application for permit is submitted on or after October 30, 2012 and on or before [April 30] December 31, 2013.

   §2.  This local law shall take effect immediately and shall be retroactive to and shall be deemed to have been in full force and effect on and after April 30, 2013.

�Section 24 of the New York State Executive Law provides the Mayor with the authority to suspend any local laws, ordinances, or regulations, or parts thereof, which may prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with a disaster or recovery. Such suspension cannot, however, be declared for more than five days at a time. 


� Executive Order No. 172 Emergency Order Regarding Waiver of Building Department Permit Fees November 12, 2012. � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/om/pdf/eo/eo_172.pdf" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/om/pdf/eo/eo_172.pdf� 
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