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          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Welcome to the

          3  meeting for the Parks and Recreation Committee.  My

          4  name is Joe Addabbo, and I chair this Committee.

          5                 At this point, I would like to

          6  introduce the other Council members who are here,

          7  and I will introduce others as they step in.  To my

          8  far left, Council Member Foster; additionally, to

          9  the far left, Council Member Katz; Council Member

         10  Golden; Council Member Dilan; to my right, Council

         11  Member Weprin; also, again, to my far left, Council

         12  Member Felder.

         13                 Again, good afternoon, we are having

         14  before us today, Intro. 22- A, which concerns the

         15  naming of 13 public thoroughfares and public places.

         16    What we are doing today is entertaining the

         17  proposed secondary name changes to streets and to

         18  public areas.  This Committee is only going to

         19  entertain name changes or proposed name changes

         20  twice a year.  So this is the first of its kind for

         21  this Committee, and, again, this is the first time

         22  that we have a Parks and Recreation Committee solely

         23  in the City Council.  We do, again, propose name

         24  changes twice a year, as we prioritized them with

         25  other important that we handle through this
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          2  Committee, such as condition of our parks, the

          3  safety of our parks, lifeguards, budgetary issues

          4  and so forth.  So, not to be bogged down, but in

          5  order to properly entertain these requests, we are

          6  holding our first meeting today.

          7                 I will also now introduce our Council

          8  member who just joined us, Council Member Eva

          9  Moskowitz, Eva, good to see you.

         10                 As we go by Borough, in Manhattan we

         11  have five localities being named.

         12                 Council Member Perkins, by request of

         13  Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia Fields, is

         14  proposing a secondary name change for parts of Saint

         15  Nicholas Avenue to Harriet Tubman Avenue; and

         16  portions of Frederick Douglas Boulevard and Saint

         17  Nicholas Avenue to Harriet Tubman Square.

         18                 Council Member Reed has proposed two

         19  secondary name changes.  They are changing East

         20  120th Street between 1st Avenue and Pleasant Avenue

         21  to Robert Rodriguez Place; and the intersection of

         22  East 106th Street and 3rd Avenue to Osvaldo Vega

         23  Plaza.

         24                 The fifth street, proposed by Council

         25  Member Moskowitz and Council Member Golden, names a
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          2  walkway within the East River Park between East 14th

          3  Street and East 18th Street to Captain Patrick J.

          4  Brown Walk.

          5                 In the Bronx, we have two localities

          6  being proposed by Council Member Diaz, the first is

          7  changing Wheeler Avenue between Westchester Avenue

          8  and Watson Avenue to Amadou Diallo Place.

          9                 And the second is changing Stickball

         10  Boulevard, also known as Newman Avenue, to Steven

         11  Mercado Stickball Boulevard. This proposal is at the

         12  request of the Bronx Borough President, Adolfo

         13  Carrion.

         14                 In Brooklyn, there are four proposed

         15  name changes.            Council Member Golden and

         16  Nelson have proposed naming a ball field at 75th

         17  Street and Shore Road as Bobby Bello Field.

         18                 Council Members Felder, Golden,

         19  DeBlasio, Nelson, Perkins, and Recchia have proposed

         20  changing West 2nd Street from Avenue P and Quinton

         21  Road to Jonathan Nigro Place.

         22                 Council Member Golden has proposed

         23  changing 86th Street between 13th Avenue and 14th

         24  Avenue to Father Michael J. McGivney Way.

         25                 Council Member DeBlasio has proposed
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          2  changing 14th Street between 8th Avenue and Prospect

          3  Park West to Bill Thomas, Sr. Lane.

          4                 In Queens, we have two proposed name

          5  changes.

          6                 Council Member Weprin has proposed

          7  naming a traffic island on Hillside Avenue and Cross

          8  Island Parkway as Frank LoCicero Bellrose- Hillside

          9  Civic Garden.

         10                 And Council Member Katz has proposed

         11  changing 122nd Street between 8th Avenue and

         12  Hillside Avenue to Firefighter Christopher J.

         13  Pickford Street.

         14                 All of these proposals have

         15  previously been heard before the local Community

         16  Planning Boards having jurisdiction in the areas

         17  where the changes have been proposed, and all were

         18  favorably approved by that Community Board.

         19                 At this point, we are going to call

         20  up witnesses to give testimony to these name

         21  changes.  I will call them in order, please state

         22  which proposed name change you are speaking of.  We

         23  are limiting all speakers to two minutes, since we

         24  do have a large number of those individuals who

         25  would like to speak.  And our first speaker is
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          2  Manhattan Borough President, C. Virginia Fields.

          3                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS:  Good

          4  afternoon, Mr. Chairman and members of the City

          5  Council's Committee on Parks and Recreation.  I am

          6  very pleased to join you this afternoon to speak in

          7  support of Intro. 22, which relates to naming, as

          8  Harriet Tubman Square, portions of Frederick Douglas

          9  Boulevard and Saint Nicholas Avenue from West 120th

         10  to West 122nd Street.

         11                 And Intro. 23, which would designate

         12  Saint Nicholas Avenue from West 111th Street to

         13  141st Street as Harriet Tubman Avenue.

         14                 And I am very appreciative of my long

         15  friend and the lead sponsor, Council Member Bill

         16  Perkins, on this name change.

         17                 Let me just say, briefly, that these

         18  name changes are an important component of a

         19  planning initiative, which I started about three

         20  years ago to revitalize and upgraded Frederick

         21  Douglas Boulevard from 110th Street to 135th Street.

         22    And as we look at upgrading street scape and other

         23  areas, this name change would allow us to

         24  reconfigure into a square a part of this area and

         25  dedicate it as a memorial to Harriet Tubman.
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          2                 This, at that time, will honor two

          3  great leaders in the fight for freedom, justice and

          4  equality, Frederick Douglas and Harriet Tubman, and

          5  we think this will be an important tribute and

          6  legacy to these great giants who lived among us.

          7  And of course, this would be the first such location

          8  named for a woman anywhere in Manhattan, probably

          9  New York City.  But since I do not know that yet,

         10  Melissa and Hella.  And that is research we will do

         11  and we will work on some other areas, but we know in

         12  Manhattan.

         13                 And as you all know, Harriet Tubman

         14  was born a slave in Maryland, and at the age of 30,

         15  while still a slave and being fearful of being

         16  shipped to the deep South, she escaped through the

         17  Underground Railroad and made several trips back

         18  into the South, about 19 times on the Underground

         19  Railroad, helping to free some 300 slaves.  And she

         20  lived in Auburn, New York.  And the frame house in

         21  which she lived in still exists there as an historic

         22  site.

         23                 The Assembly in New York State has

         24  passed a bill in order to make her birthday a State

         25  holiday, and the Senate has yet to pass the bill.
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          2  But despite it all, we know that she was a respected

          3  and beloved heroic figure throughout this country.

          4                 So I appreciate the multi-

          5  sponsorship of Intros. 22 and 23.  And would be most

          6  appreciative for the passage of this legislation by

          7  this Committee.  So I thank you so much, and as I

          8  listen to you, Mr. Chairman, saying that again, you

          9  will only be doing name changes twice during the

         10  year, I am very grateful that this Intro. Was among

         11  the first that you are doing.  So I thank you and I

         12  look forward to your support.  Thank you very much.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you,

         14  Madam Borough President.  Thank you for your

         15  testimony today.  I had, actually, spoken to Council

         16  Member Bill Perkins when he first came up with the

         17  proposal to my Committee.  And I had told Council

         18  Member Perkins that umpteen years ago, when my

         19  father was in Congress, my father was responsible

         20  for getting Harriet Tubman on a stamp.  So I feel

         21  some affiliation to this proposed name change, so it

         22  is my pleasure to entertain this name change today.

         23                 BOROUGH PRESIDENT FIELDS:  Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you,

         25  thank you for coming.
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          2                 The next speaker will be speaking of

          3  the proposed name change for Patrick J. Brown Walk,

          4  and it is Ellen McLaughlin, Police Officer Donny

          5  Brown.  Thank you.

          6                 I would like to welcome our

          7  colleagues, Council Member Diaz and Council Member

          8  Gale Brewer.

          9                 Thank you for your testimony today.

         10                 MS. MCLAUGHLIN:  Thank you very much.

         11    Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to speak

         12  on behalf of Captain Patrick Brown.  He was a hero,

         13  but long before 9/11.  He served 23 years on the New

         14  York City Fire Department; he was the Captain of

         15  Ladder #3.

         16                 He lived in Stuyvesant Town for eight

         17  years and his apartment faced the same view that the

         18  Walkway faces, and he used the walkway many times

         19  jogging.  He was very physically fit, and taught

         20  karate to blind students, road his bicycle to work

         21  on 13th Street.  And performed many heroic deeds in

         22  the Fire Department over the 23 years.

         23                 Several years ago, he performed a

         24  very daring rope rescue in Manhattan, which I have

         25  seen, which I am sure many of you have seen on TV.
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          2                 I think it would be a really

          3  wonderful thing to put his name on this walkway, and

          4  have it there for people in Stuyvesant Town in the

          5  City of New York to remember him as a hero in his

          6  time.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you.

          9                 MR. BROWN:  I am Police Officer Donny

         10  Brown.  I work up in the 2- 5 Precinct.  Patty was a

         11  cousin of mine.  One of the times I was down here,

         12  it was back in 1996, and that was when he was given

         13  an award by Rudy Giuliani for being the most highly

         14  decorated fireman in New York City history.  It made

         15  me pretty proud to be his cousin.

         16                 I lived in his apartment for about

         17  three months after September 11th, with all of his

         18  things in there.  And I would get up in the morning

         19  and look out his window and look at the park, and

         20  believe it or not, I had a dog in the building,

         21  which was not allowed, but I snuck him in.  I would

         22  take him down, walking down there every day, and

         23  that was when they were just basically finishing up

         24  the park, and they did a beautiful job on it.  And I

         25  knew that, if this park was, if Patty was still
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          2  around, he would be down here, I would say, every

          3  morning.

          4                 And Patty was very big into Central

          5  Park, that was his favorite park, of course.  And we

          6  know we are not going to change the name of that

          7  park.  So if we could do this for him, for this

          8  park, it would be very much appreciated by my

          9  family.

         10                 His father is still alive.  I am

         11  sorry he could not be here.  He is 85- years- old,

         12  he had a hip replacement and a knee operation, so he

         13  was not able to come and speak on his behalf.

         14                 Thank you very much for your time.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you very

         16  much.  And I know we have two Council members here,

         17  who are also very interested in this proposed name

         18  change.  First we will hear from Council Member Eva

         19  Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ:  Thank you,

         21  very much, Mr. Chair.  And thank you very much for

         22  being here today.

         23                 In my view, naming a part of East

         24  River Walkway after Captain Brown is just a small

         25  gesture we are making to memorialize a great man.
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          2  And it gives me great pleasure to be able to make

          3  this token gesture, in a part of community which is

          4  well known, and is something that Captain Brown

          5  utilized himself on many occasions.

          6                 So I think it is important that, as a

          7  teacher, former teacher, the children also know that

          8  heroism lives, lies in ordinary lives and day- to-

          9  day acts.  And, obviously, Captain Brown

         10  demonstrated himself to being a brave and honorable

         11  man.

         12                 So thank you very much for giving me

         13  this opportunity to offer this token gesture.  Thank

         14  you very much. Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you,

         16  Council Member Moskowitz.  Any other statements or

         17  questions from my colleagues? Council Member Golden.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN:  I will be

         19  brief, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you, I would like to

         20  commend my colleague, Eva Moskowitz for bringing

         21  this bill forward, and for the family being here

         22  today.  We understand what must be going through

         23  your minds right now, as you sit there looking at us

         24  and anticipating the passage of this bill, of which,

         25  it will be passed very shortly. But it is a very
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          2  small tribute that we are doing to your brother and

          3  to your family member.

          4                 Obviously, he is not only the

          5  greatest hero in the New York City Fire Department,

          6  but, obviously, the greatest hero in your family and

          7  in your community.  And as Eva, has pointed out,

          8  that the kids will know, because they will see the

          9  sign and they will ask, but generations will see

         10  that sign there.  That sign will be there for

         11  generations to come, and people will see and ask who

         12  was Captain Brown, and they will be told who he was.

         13    And that is what is important that this country,

         14  this nation, this city never ever forget what

         15  happened on 9/11, and that is what is going to

         16  happen.  And we are going to see more tributes of

         17  that coming around the City, and it is important

         18  that these tributes are done.

         19                 Thank you, and God bless you.

         20                 MS. MCLAUGHLIN:  Thank you.

         21                 MR. BROWN:  Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you,

         23  Council Member Golden.  Thank you very much for your

         24  time and testimony today, thank you.

         25                 Our next speaker will be Assembly
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          2  Member Ruben Diaz, Jr.

          3                 At this point, I would like to

          4  welcome Council Member Robert Jackson to the

          5  Committee, thank you.

          6                 ASSEMBLYMAN DIAZ:  Good afternoon,

          7  Mr. Chairman. First, I just want to thank you and

          8  the City Council for the work that you have been

          9  doing, not only today, but certainly since the

         10  beginning of this session in January.

         11                 Unfortunately, I do not have a

         12  written statement, but I think that today is an

         13  important day.  I think that, you know, I get a

         14  little nostalgic, forgive me.  I remember it was not

         15  so long ago when I walked these halls delivering

         16  mail to former City Council a couple of years back.

         17  And since then, I have learned a lot in these

         18  hallways, and it has taken me to some endeavors in

         19  my life where I represent the 75th Assembly District

         20  in the Bronx, in the Soundview section of the Bronx.

         21                 Certainly, as you may know, as State

         22  Assembly Members, we deal with a lot of issues.  One

         23  that was, by far, the most challenging issues that I

         24  had encountered as a New York State Assemblymen, was

         25  an incident that occurred on February 4th, 1999,
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          2  where a young man, Amadou Diallo was shot at 41

          3  times and killed with 19 of those bullets by four

          4  police officers.

          5                 Today, I know that in your resolution

          6  you have names of heroes, one cannot question the

          7  valor and dedication of people who have perished in

          8  9/11, for example, Steve Mercado.  One, certainly,

          9  cannot take away from the heroics of someone like

         10  Harriet Tubman, and the other names and the other

         11  leaders that you see.  But I am here to testify on

         12  behalf of changing Wheeler Avenue to Amadou Diallo

         13  Place.

         14                 And I will tell you why.  Subsequent

         15  to the shooting, it changed the entire City.  Many

         16  of us organized and mobilized, some of us engaged in

         17  acts of Civil Disobedience where not too far from

         18  here at One Police Plaza, over 1,200 New Yorkers

         19  submitted themselves to arrest in protest of the

         20  shooting and in protest of, you know, the fact that

         21  we felt that justice needed to be served for Diallo.

         22    But I have to tell you - -  I do not know if I am

         23  out of time?

         24                 I have to tell you that,

         25  unfortunately, many people in the Soundview section
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          2  of the Bronx feel like there has not been any

          3  justice.  There has not been anything to bring

          4  closure to this family, and certainly to the name

          5  and the memory of Mr. Amadou Diallo.  And I think

          6  that it would be a step forward, if this body,

          7  certainly this Committee, Mr. Chairman, if you can

          8  pass this bill, let it go before the floor, and that

          9  we continue the healing that has been occurring in

         10  the Soundview section of the Bronx in terms of

         11  relations between the community and the Police

         12  Department.

         13                 And so I implore you and your

         14  Committee members, and certainly the entire City

         15  Council to pass this resolution, so that we can one

         16  day see the name of Amadou Diallo on that street so

         17  that no one forgets what occurred, so that no one

         18  and no family has to go through that again, and

         19  certainly, not the City of New York. And that we

         20  continue to build a stronger and better relations

         21  between the Police Department and the community in

         22  the Soundview section of the Bronx and throughout

         23  the City of New York.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Assembly Member
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          2  Diaz, thank you very much.  Any other statements or

          3  questions from my Committee members?   Council

          4  Member Diaz.

          5                 ASSEMBLY MEMBER DIAZ:  Uh, oh.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ:  I would like to

          7  express my,  -  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  And I

          8  would like to also express my appreciation to you,

          9  Chairman and to the members of the Committee, and to

         10  Assembly Member Ruben Diaz, Jr. For coming.  And the

         11  father of Amadou Diallo, he came, he was downstairs

         12  at the press conference.  He had to go, he had to

         13  catch a plane, and he sends his regard.  But he is

         14  in support of the legislation, also, many other

         15  Council members were there supporting this street

         16  name change.

         17                 So thank you, Assemblyman for taking

         18  your time.  I know you have a very busy time.  We

         19  have another thing with this in the Bronx, and I

         20  will be seeing you there.

         21                 God bless you, my son.

         22                 ASSEMBLY MEMBER DIAZ:  If you would

         23  allow me five more seconds, I just want to say that,

         24  I want to thank Council Member Diaz for introducing

         25  this.  And no disrespect to each and every single
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          2  one of you, the 51 City Council members of the City

          3  of New York, but Councilman Diaz, you are, by far,

          4  my favorite.  Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  You know you

          6  would have been in big trouble if you did not say

          7  that, you would have been in very big trouble.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ:  Mr. Chairman.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ:  I do not know

         11  if I am out of order, you let me know.  But, I would

         12  like to - -  Are we voting today?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Yes, you are

         14  voting today.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ:  Can I leave my

         16  vote, because I have to leave?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  We will take

         18  your vote.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ:  I vote yes on

         20  all.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Okay.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ:  All right,

         23  thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you,

         25  Council Member Diaz.  Our next testimony will be
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          2  heard from Venancia Catala, also, speaking on the

          3  proposal Amadou Diallo Street.

          4                 MR. CATALA:  Good afternoon.  My name

          5  is Venancia Catala.  I am the Director of the

          6  Ombudsman Unit for the Bronx Borough President,

          7  Adolfo Carrion.  And I will be reading a testimony

          8  on behalf of the Borough President.

          9                  "Good afternoon, Chairman Addabbo

         10  and members of the Parks and Recreation Committee.

         11  My name is Adolfo Carrion, Jr., President of the

         12  Bronx.  I want to express my support for Council

         13  Intro. 35, introduced by my colleague, Councilman

         14  Diaz.  If enacted, Intro. 35 will add the street

         15  name Amadou Diallo Place to Wheeler Avenue between

         16  Westchester and Watson Avenues.

         17                 The tragic events leading to the

         18  death of the young immigrant Amadou Diallo gave our

         19  City the opportunity to review the relationship

         20  between our police and the community in serves.  The

         21  pain and shock inflicted by this tragedy upon the

         22  Diallo Family and New Yorkers of good will, led the

         23  path to the start of a much needed reform to end

         24  mistrust, fear, and poor communication between law

         25  enforcement officers and law- abiding citizens.
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          2                 Amadou Diallo was a highly religious

          3  man.  He went to school and wanted to make a

          4  difference in his life and the world.  He arrived in

          5  our City in pursuit of the American Dream. All of

          6  that was cut short by his untimely and unnecessary

          7  death.

          8                 I wholeheartedly endorse Intro. 35 in

          9  remembrance of that life lost on February 4, 1999,

         10  and a permanent reminder of our constant need for

         11  vigilance to ensure justice and the creation of a

         12  City in which police and civilians, trust, respect,

         13  and care for each other, regardless of differences."

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you, it

         16  is Catala, correct?

         17                 MR. CATALA:  Catala, C- A- T- A- L-

         18  A.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Okay.  Any

         20  other statements or questions for Mr. Catala, on

         21  Diallo?   Mr. Catala representing Borough President

         22  Carrion, you are also here to speak on the Steve

         23  Mercado Stickball Boulevard; is that correct?

         24                 MR. CATALA:  Yes.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  So why don't
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          2  you give testimony as to that proposal.  Again, this

          3  is testimony for the Steve Mercado Stickball

          4  Boulevard.

          5                 MR. CATALA:  "Good afternoon,

          6  Chairman Addabbo and members of the Park and

          7  Recreation Committee.  My name is," - - Am I

          8  pronouncing it right?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Oh, but it is

         10  all right, it is close enough.  I have been called

         11  worse, so it is all right.

         12                 MR. CATALA:  "Chairman Addabbo and" -

         13   -

         14                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Hey, all right.

         15                 MR. CATALA: - -  "members of the

         16  Parks and Recreation Committee.  My name is Adolfo

         17  Carrion, Jr., President of the Borough of the Bronx.

         18    I want to express my support for Council Intro.

         19  36, introduced by my colleague, Councilman Diaz at

         20  my request.  If enacted, Intro. 36 will add the

         21  street name Steve Mercado Stickball Boulevard to

         22  Newman Avenue between Randall and Lafayette Avenues.

         23                 Steve Mercado was a firefighter who

         24  lost his life on 9/11 defending our City against

         25  terrorist attack, without any concern for his
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          2  personal safety, his heroic actions that day were

          3  responsible for saving countless lives at the Trade

          4  Center site.             Mercado, who grew up in the

          5  Bronx, was  widely known for his efforts to preserve

          6  and promote stickball.  He rose from a young player

          7  in the streets of our Borough to a nationally

          8  recognized leader and organizer of stickball

          9  tournaments and leagues.  Steve Mercado was exactly

         10  the sort of man we in the Bronx would like to

         11  memorialize.  He loved the sport, was deeply

         12  committed to public service through the Fire

         13  Department, and he was devoted to his family, wife,

         14  Jovianna, and two sons, Skylar and Austin.

         15                 I urge this Committee to support the

         16  bill that is before you in adding the street name

         17  Steve Mercado Stickball Boulevard to a street in the

         18  Soundview section of the Bronx.

         19                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Committee

         20  members."

         21                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you, Mr.

         22  Catala. Regards to our Borough President Carrion.

         23  At this point, are there any statements or questions

         24  from my Council members, on Steve Mercado Stickball

         25  Boulevard?  Council Member Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  Not a

          3  comment, I would just like to be excused to vote,

          4  because I need to get back to the Bronx by three

          5  o'clock.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Sure.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:  I would like

          8  to vote aye on all the name changes.  And I happen

          9  to be one of the Council members that likes the idea

         10  of name changes, because as you said, Councilman

         11  Golden, it is a way of always remembering.  And when

         12  someone looks up, they will ask a question.  So, aye

         13  for all the name changes.  Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you,

         15  Council Member Foster.

         16                 Thank you very much, thank you for

         17  your time and your testimony today.

         18                 At this point, what I am going to do

         19  is, I know the schedules of our fellow colleagues

         20  are quite busy, if any of my colleagues have a

         21  statement on a proposed name change that they have

         22  had, I will entertain that statement now, before

         23  going to our next testimony.

         24                 Council Member Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  First of all, I
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          2  would like to commend Ruben Diaz for doing Steve

          3  Mercado Stickball.  I think stickball is a very

          4  healthy game in the City of New York, and I do not

          5  think we celebrate it enough, the history of

          6  stickball is well documented in the City, and I

          7  think it is a great idea.

          8                 I have on the agenda today, Mr.

          9  Chairman, to rename a street in the Borough of

         10  Queens, Firefighter Christopher J. Pickford Street.

         11  And if I might just give a little bit of history

         12  because the parents, unfortunately, were unable to

         13  be here, and I spoke to them a few weeks ago on

         14  this.

         15                 Christopher Pickford Street,

         16  hopefully, will be 122nd Street between 85th Avenue

         17  and Hillside Avenue in Queens.               Firefighter

         18  Pickford was killed on September 11th in the second

         19  Tower.  He actually ran back into the building 10

         20  minutes before the building collapsed.  What is

         21  particularly terrific, I believe, about this street

         22  naming change in the Borough of Queens is that this

         23  was a Queens guy through and through.  He was born

         24  in Booth Memorial Hospital in Flushing, he went to

         25  public schools in Queens, he went to Forest Hills
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          2  High School, and he even graduated from Queens

          3  Borough Community College.  He was a guitarist, he

          4  had a band called, Ten Degree Lean.

          5                 He only served on the Fire

          6  Department, Mr. Chairman, for 18 months.  He was

          7  hired in January of 2000, and was killed, obviously,

          8  on September 11th.  He was assigned to Ladder

          9  Company 136 in Queens, and was on a rotation in

         10  Brooklyn Engine Company 201.  His body was recovered

         11  on January 1st, 2002 on New Year's.

         12                 I had opportunity of having a long

         13  discussion with his parents, who both survive him.

         14  Linda and Thomas Pickford, the brother, David, and

         15  his girlfriend, Amy Wally (phonetic).  And just for

         16  the record, I would like to note that the DA's

         17  Office was very intricate in this.  He had worked

         18  for the DA's Office before, and his parents are very

         19  grateful not only for the naming of the street in

         20  remembrance of their son, but also for the fact that

         21  they still live on the street, in the same house

         22  that they brought their son up.  So I would

         23  appreciate everyone's support on this street naming.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Council Member

         25  Katz, thank you very much.  Council Member Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Yes, I would

          3  like to speak in support of the naming of the Frank

          4  LoCicero Bellrose- Hillside Civic Garden, which is

          5  Intro. No. 185.

          6                 I am truly honored to come before

          7  this Committee to present this issue on the part of

          8  the LoCicero Family and my constituents to name the

          9  triangle at Hillside Avenue and the Cross Island

         10  Parkway the Frank LoCicero Bellrose- Hillside Civic

         11  Garden.

         12                 Frank P. LoCicero was born on

         13  February 22nd, 1918 in Manhattan and studied art at

         14  the Harran High School.  By age 17, he became the

         15  youngest person to have sculptured exhibited in the

         16  Metropolitan Museum of Art.  After graduating from

         17  high school, he enrolled in a commercial art school

         18  and soon worked as a card designer for Norcross

         19  Greeting Cards.

         20                 During World War II, Frank enlisted

         21  in the Army where he spent the next five years of

         22  his life in Hawaii drawing aerial maps for the war

         23  effort.  After leaving the Army he went back to

         24  Norcross and soon met Marie, his wife to be.

         25                 They were married on November 9,
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          2  1946.  Frank and Marie had two sons, Ronnie and

          3  Ricky.  In 1950, they purchased a home in Bellrose.

          4  He quickly became an active member of Saint Gregory

          5  the Great Church, joining the Holy Name Society and

          6  Nocturnal Adoration Society.  He also became an

          7  active member of the Bellrose- Hillside Civic

          8  Association.  Frank enjoyed his civic activities and

          9  was later elected as President.

         10                 As President, Frank led a successful

         11  campaign against programs that were considered to

         12  detrimental to the community that would be situated

         13  at the Creedmore Psychiatric Facility.  He also was

         14  responsible for editing and distributing a monthly

         15  newsletter.

         16                 In addition to his ongoing civic

         17  activity, Frank became the grandfather of five and

         18  the great- grandfather of four. He passed away on

         19  November 7, 1997.  And it was at that time in our

         20  civic growth that we realized Frank P. LoCicero had

         21  emerged as an outstanding exemplar of civic

         22  involvement and community leadership.

         23                 Shortly after his death, the officers

         24  and members of the Bellrose- Hillside Civic

         25  Association arranged with New York City's Project
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          2  Green Streets to have a triangle located at Hillside

          3  Avenue and Cross Island Parkway replanted.  A

          4  permanent memorial stone was installed there as a

          5  lasting tribute to a man who gave much to preserve

          6  the neighborhood he loved.

          7                 We are now proposing to rename the

          8  triangle, the Frank LoCicero Bellrose- Hillside

          9  Civic Garden.  Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you,

         11  Council Member Weprin.  Any other of my colleagues?

         12  Council Member Golden.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN:  I am

         14  introducing two bills today.  One is the Bobby Bello

         15  for a park, after the Bello Family had requested

         16  this be done.

         17                 He was an ironworker and he worked on

         18  the Twin Towers and the Verrazano- Narrows Bridge.

         19  And married a Margaret Moakler, who is another big

         20  name in our community and has been there for many,

         21  many years.  And father of five children, who one is

         22  a police officer today, in the 6- 8 Precinct, and

         23  where his father, Bob, who we are naming the field

         24  after, started PAL back in the 1960s, and today is

         25  played all over the City of New York.  And went on
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          2  and started teams for the football for kids, and

          3  they played in the Dust Bowl, and today it is still

          4  a dust bowl.  There is so much activity in that park

          5  that you cannot put grass down, grass does not last

          6  more than about three months.  So we just leave it

          7  there, and it kept the name, Dust Bowl.  And it is

          8  many kids, thousands and thousands of kids have

          9  played on that, whether they are sand lot teams, or

         10  organized church, or organized leagues.

         11                 The Bay Ridge Celtics was a big team

         12  that was in the Bay Ridge community, and it had big

         13  guys like the New York Jets' John Dockery played on

         14  that field and was taught by Bob Bello. And, of

         15  course, those that are football, like football,

         16  would understand that John Dockery was a Super Bowl

         17  winner with the Pittsburgh Steelers, and went on to

         18  join with Joe Namath and began the Joe Namath and

         19  John Dockery Football Camp.  Bob was one of the

         20  first coaches to join the camp.

         21                 Furthermore, he was part of that camp

         22  at the time of his death, some 27 years.  They

         23  continue today, the Bello name, and PSAL, and the

         24  Dockery and Namath Camp are still names that are

         25  used to train kids and to give kids an opportunity
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          2  to get off the street.

          3                 So he has done a lot for our

          4  community, a lot for the City of New York.  And I am

          5  requesting this Committee to vote in favor of naming

          6  that park after him where his Celtic team was born

          7  and still plays.

          8                 The second gentleman we are naming a

          9  street after, is Father Michael J. McGivney.  Father

         10  Michael J. McGivney was born August 12th, 1852, and

         11  the eldest of 13 children.  Six siblings, six of his

         12  family died at infancy or at childhood.  He,

         13  himself, died a very, very young man.

         14                 He went on to be a priest in the

         15  Catholic Church and he was in Canada and in

         16  Connecticut and in New York.  And he celebrated his

         17  first Mass on Christmas Day in 1877, a curate at

         18  Saint Mary's Church in New Haven.

         19                 But what made this man such a great

         20  man was his effort to go out and try to work within

         21  the communities to get kids an opportunity to play

         22  sports and to fight alcoholism, and give families

         23  that were strained and had lost the bread winner of

         24  the family, that needed dollars, to be able to go

         25  out and raise dollars for that family.  And at that
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          2  time, in the 1880s and 1890s, it was a loss of life

          3  was great, and families were left without any type

          4  of income.

          5                 And he went on to start here in

          6  Brooklyn the Catholic Benevolent Legion, where he

          7  met many of the priests in the Diocese and many of

          8  the kids and people that he worked with to help

          9  raise money and to help families that were in need.

         10                 In 1882, he founded a group with 24

         11  other men and it became known, at that time, as The

         12  Sons of Columbus, and the word Knight replaced that

         13  some years later, when an Irish- born Civil War

         14  Veterans felt that it would apply a noble ritual in

         15  a support of emerging causes of Catholic Civil

         16  Liberty.  And it went on to become the Knights of

         17  Columbus, and today has millions of members around

         18  the world that are out there doing fraternal and

         19  fund raising and helping families and people in

         20  need.

         21                 And again, we request that the

         22  Committee give us the opportunity, and the Knights

         23  of Columbus and the McGivney Family the opportunity

         24  to name that street after them.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you,

          3  Council Member Golden.  As a fellow Knight, I have

          4  no problem with that, as well. Any of my other

          5  colleagues statement or question?

          6                 I would like to acknowledge the

          7  presence of Council Member Jose Serrano and Council

          8  Member Alan Gerson, gentlemen, good to see you.

          9                 At this point, we are going to call

         10  up our next two individuals to give testimony.  This

         11  is on the Bill Thomas Senior Lane, it is William D.

         12  Thomas, Jr. And Al Raffo.

         13                 MR. RAFFO:  Good afternoon, Chairman

         14  Addabbo, gentlemen, honorable Council members, Parks

         15  and Recreation Committee.  Thank you for giving me

         16  the opportunity to come here and to speak,

         17  momentarily, about my dear and late friend, Bill

         18  Thomas, who my family and I are still mourning.  He

         19  passed away in February of this year, and he was a

         20  great community leader, my best friend, and a man

         21  who never knew how to say no.

         22                 I also want to thank, Mr. Neely, for

         23  putting such a little history about Bill down, thank

         24  you, Mr. Neely, it was a pleasure to read this.

         25                 I am sorry we do not have no written
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          2  statements, but it came up so soon, it would have

          3  taken a library to put together what this man did in

          4  the Park Slope area of Brooklyn.  He was well known,

          5  very well known and very well liked by everyone,

          6  including a lot of the politicians who came from

          7  that area and still come from there.

          8                 I would hope that the Council votes

          9  on approval to put this name up, because this is

         10  something that I know he would be looking down and

         11  be very proud of.  So on behalf of Angela Thomas,

         12  his beloved wife, his sons, Billy, who is sitting on

         13  my left, and his son, David, and the family, and his

         14  sister, Ester.  Thank you for giving me the

         15  opportunity.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you.

         17                 MR. THOMAS:  Thank you, Chairman

         18  Addabbo and the Council for letting me speak.  I

         19  just wanted to tell you that I cannot believe how

         20  many people on the street constantly tell me how

         21  many things my father has done.  I mean, I was aware

         22  of some of it, but not the magnitude of what he had

         23  done.  I mean, I go, it is not only in Park Slope,

         24  it is Windsor Terrace, Bay Ridge, even down in

         25  Brooklyn Heights.  I mean, I have people there that
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          2  I do not even know who they are, and they just come

          3  to me and tell me, you know, your father did this

          4  for me, and your father did that.  And it touches me

          5  in a great way because I realized that he really

          6  expanded himself to a point, he did not have to go

          7  only in his community, he went outside the

          8  community.

          9                 And not only that, the people on the

         10  block, on the 14th Street block, I mean, he

         11  actually, really made that block become the third,

         12  it came in third for the cleanest block in Brooklyn,

         13  and he had started this Block Association back in

         14  the seventies, and he was very active.  And

         15  everybody on the block now has all these flowers and

         16  plants, and most of that stuff is due to him.

         17                 And what really touches me the most

         18  is how many people have petitioned and how many

         19  people really want the name change.  That is all

         20  they keep on asking me, every day.  So I really

         21  appreciate everything you have done.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you very

         24  much.  Any statements or questions from my

         25  colleagues?  Thank you very much for your time and
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          2  testimony today.

          3                 MR. RAFFO:  Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you.  And

          5  the last speaker we have for today is Edwin Marrero.

          6                 Okay, we are going to take a vote on

          7  this Intro.  At this point, we are going to call on

          8  a couple of our Council members.  Okay, we will hold

          9  off on the vote.

         10                 And we will take testimony from Edwin

         11  Marrero.

         12                 SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  The gentleman

         13  feels more comfortable in Spanish, but he has

         14  statement in English.

         15                 MR. MARRERO:  You know I working too

         16  hard on this project.  I am working about 1,500

         17  hours, and at this moment, I do not want to make a

         18  mistake.  I express better in Spanish, for that I

         19  want to speak in Spanish.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  That is fine.

         21  Go ahead.

         22                 MR. MARRERO:  (In Spanish).

         23                 (The following was read into the

         24  record).

         25                 It was the Will of Almighty God to
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          2  remove from among us Osvaldo Vega, who was our

          3  inspiring leader and identified himself for over 25

          4  years with the struggle for decency, justice and

          5  security.  As president of this organization,

          6  Concilio Deportivo Puertorriqueno and Hispano, Inc.,

          7  he was devoted to the cause of sports and always

          8  showed a unique grasp of human problems. He always

          9  sought to aid his fellow man in an hour of need, and

         10  for these reasons he gained the admiration, esteem

         11  and affection of all individuals and ethnic groups

         12  that knew him.

         13                 His passing removed from the scene a

         14  peerles partisan of sports, who fought a good fight

         15  for the Hispanci athletes everywhere, and a

         16  dauntless citizen, who served in World War II to

         17  achieve a beter and more secure America in a better

         18  and more secure world.

         19                 He will be long remembered for his

         20  many contributions to the life of our community.

         21  Not the least of these is the part he played, as

         22  member of the Puerto Rican Civil Right Association,

         23  in the development of the movement against juvenile

         24  delinquency and his courageous support of racial

         25  justice.
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          2                 The Executive Committee, do hereby,

          3  record this expression of sincere and enduring

          4  grief, which has been sustained by this

          5  organization.  He served us well.  His excellent

          6  record deserves a generous recognition beyond this

          7  mundane world.  Osvaldo Vega deserves it fully.  He

          8  earned it because of his services to his fellow men

          9  in this world.

         10                 It is up the us who are here today to

         11  ask the Honorable Council of the City of New York to

         12  make a resolution to pay tributaries of love and

         13  affection and respect to his memory by naming the

         14  East 106th Street in El Barrio as Osvaldo Vega.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Thank you very

         16  much for your testimony.  Any comments, questions,

         17  or statements from my colleagues?  Council Member

         18  Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  (In Spanish).

         20                 MR. MARRERO:  (In Spanish).

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  (In Spanish).

         22                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Okay, he

         23  thought he knew you. Okay, thank you very much.  Any

         24  other testimony today?

         25                 I said we would call on Council
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          2  members for a vote.

          3                 MR. FERTIG:  The vote, we are

          4  combining all 13 bills that are on today, into one

          5  new bill titled 22- A, and we will vote to adopt 22-

          6  A, and to file all the other individual bills that

          7  were introduced.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  What is the

          9  difference between adopting and filing?

         10                 MR. FERTIG:  It is going to be one

         11  bill.  Filing, if you are taking it, those, all the

         12  other bills are off our calendar. We are only

         13  adopting one bill.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  We are voting

         15  them altogether.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Oh, okay.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Right, it is

         18  one bill.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  I thank my

         20  esteemed colleague for the explanation and the

         21  education.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Okay, since it

         23  is amended, and talking to our Counsel, since it is

         24  an amended Intro., what we will do, it will not be

         25  at our July, first July meeting, maybe, if there is
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          2  one, a second July meeting.

          3                 At this point, I would like to

          4  introduce the staff of the Parks and Recreation

          5  Committee.  We have our Counsel, Harvey Fertig; we

          6  have our Legislative Analyst, Frank Neely; and Chima

          7  Obichere is in the back.  And gentlemen, thank you

          8  very much for your help with today's meeting.

          9                 We waiting for Gale Brewer, I think

         10  Gale Brewer is inside.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  While we are

         12  waiting, I take it that this Committee has

         13  jurisdiction over street naming, as well as Park

         14  naming.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Yes, it does.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Well that is

         17  good to know.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  It will keep us

         19  busy.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  I am a slow

         21  learner.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  We are ready

         23  for a vote, if they would please do a roll call.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER:  Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON:  Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Serrano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO:  I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Golden.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN:  Yes.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO:

         15  Congratulations.  Colleagues, thank you very much.

         16  Meeting adjourned.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of 9 in the

         18  affirmative, 0 in the negative, and no abstentions,

         19  all items are adopted. Council members, please sign

         20  the Committee report.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 2:40 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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