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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT
PROPOSED INT. NO. 2430-A
COMMITTEE: Fire and Emergency Management

	TITLE: A Local Law to amend the New York city fire code, in relation to the advancement and regulation of energy storage systems and the adoption of current fire safety standards as incorporated in the 2015 edition of the international fire code
	Sponsor: Council Member Borelli (by request of the Mayor)

	SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Proposed Int. No. 2430-A would amend the New York City Fire Code based on the 2015 edition of the International Fire Code (IFC), with adjustments that reflect the unique New York City environment. The fire code amendments include a comprehensive revision of the requirements for energy storage systems, to allow the use of lithium-ion and other new battery technologies to power buildings and building systems, while assuring appropriate building fire safety. 
Proposed Int. 2430-A would result is many significant changes, including the following: 
· It would comprehensively renumber the New York City Fire Code to conform with the IFC format. 
· It would comprehensively revise existing requirements for stationary energy storage systems and establish a regulatory framework that allows the introduction of new battery technologies in buildings while addressing the fire safety hazards associated with those technologies.
· It would allow use of fuel cells and similar technology systems that use hydrogen to produce energy in hydrogen fuel gas rooms.
· It would revise the requirements for combustible liquid motor fuel storage tanks to allow their use for biodiesel, currently allowed only by variance, subject to certain limitations designed to prevent leaks caused by chemical incompatibility.
· It would allow fleet fueling (fueling of vehicle fleets in their lots directly from cargo tank trucks), currently allowed only by variance, which would eliminate unnecessary travel and fuel consumption in the fueling of vehicle fleets.
· It would enact a new Fire Code chapter to regulate fire safety in distilleries, which manufacture and store distilled spirits, a flammable liquid. The new Fire Code chapter would regulate distilled spirts separately from other flammable liquids, facilitating (among other things) the development of distilleries seeking to operate tasting rooms in New York City’s mixed occupancy buildings.
· It would revise sprinkler requirements for dry cleaning establishments to address the impact of environmental regulations requiring replacement of dry cleaning equipment. The proposed local law would modify sprinkler requirements (partial sprinkler protection), currently allowed only by variance, for lawfully existing dry cleaning establishments undergoing alteration or replacement of equipment, including dry cleaners replacing perchloroethylene (PERC) equipment.
· It would reorganize, clarify and update the regulations governing the storage, handling and use of explosives for blasting operations and fireworks displays, and pyrotechnic and non-pyrotechnic materials used for special effects. It includes new regulations to ensure accurate and professional monitoring of ground vibrations and air overpressure impacts during blasting operations.
· It would revise rooftop access requirements. On buildings more than 100 feet in height, expanded clear path access would be required. On all flat-roofed buildings and structures 100 feet or less in height, solar panels may not obstruct any rooftop area access pursuant to the Fire Code, and certain permanent obstructions may not reduce the width of clear path at any point to less than four feet.
· It would establish new fees as set forth in the table:


		New Fees in 2021 Fire Code Revision 

	Section
	Title
	Details
	Fee

	A01
	ARC system testing company certificate
	Original application
	$105

	
	
	Renewal application
	$50

	
	
	Original portable radio programming (per radio) 
	$75

	
	
	Portable radio inspection (per radio)
	$75

	
	Fire alarm system installation, inspection, testing and servicing
	Original application
	$105

	
	
	Renewal application
	$50

	A02
	Continuing education training schools, including training schools for building operation, maintenance and recordkeeping, and active shooter and medical emergency preparedness 
	Original application
	$2,940

	
	
	Renewal application
	$420

	A03
	Alcohol-based hand rubs
	Store, handle or use more than 275 gallons (1041 L) of flammable or combustible alcohol-based hand rubs in portable container designed for consumer use with a capacity not exceeding 68 fluid ounces (2.01 L), that does not require handling of the contents
	$105

	
	Automotive salvage and wrecking facilities
	Establish and operate an automotive salvage and wrecking facility
	$105

	
	Distilleries
	Establish and operate a distillery, including manufacturing or distilling liquor, spirits or alcohol
	$210

	
	
	Store liquor, spirits, raw alcohol or other alcohol (except retail liquor stores and premises where alcohol is sold for consumption on the premises) In containers, each equal to or less than 55 gallons (208 L), storage tanks, or intermediate bulk container
	 

	
	
	More than 500 gallons (1,893 L) up to and including 1,500 gallons (5,678 L)
	$105

	
	
	More than 1500 gallons (5,678 L) up to and including 8,000 gallons (30,283 L)
	$210

	
	
	Each additional 5,000 gallons (18,925 L) or portion thereof in tanks each larger than 55 gallons (208 L) or intermediate bulk container
	$105

	
	Energy storage systems, stationary
	Install and operate a stationary energy storage system
	$210

	
	Fleet fueling
	Transfer of Class II and III liquids directly from a cargo tank into the fuel tank of a motor vehicle
	$210

	
	Hydrogen fuel gas rooms
	Establish and operate a hydrogen fuel gas room for the generation, storage, handling and use of gaseous hydrogen
	$210

	
	Non-tobacco hookah establishments
	Establish and operate a non-tobacco hookah establishment
	$105

	A04
	Document management for fire alarm system, emergency alarm system, auxiliary radio communication system or fire extinguishing system application and for any other application not requiring a work permit from the Department of Buildings 
	Per application
	$165

	
	Certification of corrected defects in fire alarm system installations (per certification)
	Certification of defects with or without documentation
	$210

	
	
	Certification of required documentation only
	$105

	
	Project authorization
	 
	$105




	

	EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would take effect 90 days after enactment, except that for the requirement of the provision of storage space for pre-positioned department equipment in high-rise structures would take effect one year from the date of adoption of a zoning amendment. The fire commissioner may take prior to such effective date any actions necessary for the timely implementation of this local law, including but limited to the promulgation of the rules.

	
FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2023


	FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

	

	Effective FY22
	FY Succeeding
Effective FY23
	Full Fiscal
Impact FY23

	Revenues (+)
	de minimis
	de minimis
	de minimis

	Expenditures (-) 
	de minimis
	de minimis
	de minimis

	Net
	($0)
	($0)
	($0)




	IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that this legislation would have a de minimis impact on revenues. The 2021 Fire Code revision would incorporate into the Fire Code some fees that the Department has already been receiving, but which were new since the 2013 Fire Code revision, as well as add some new fees to implement Fire Code requirements.

	
IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is anticipated that there would be a de minimis impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation as the relevant agency would mostly be able to use existing resources to comply with its requirements, and most of compliance expense would fall on private parties.

	
SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: N/A

	
SOURCE OF INFORMATION: 	Fire Department of New York
                                               	New York City Council Finance Division
                                              

	ESTIMATE PREPARED BY: 	Jack Kern, Financial Analyst
                                                                       
ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY: 	Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director
			        	Eisha Wright, Unit Head
                                            	Noah Brick, Assistant Counsel
	
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: This legislation was introduced to the October 21, 2021, as Intro. No. 2430 and was referred to the Committee on Fire and Emergency Management (Committee). The Committee held a hearing on November 1, 2021, and the bill was laid over. The legislation was subsequently amended and the amended version, Proposed Int. No. 2430-A, will be considered by the Committee at a hearing on December 13, 2021. Upon a successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Int. No. 2430-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on December 15, 2021.

DATE PREPARED: December 13, 2021
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