Staff: Danielle Barbato, Counsel, State and Federal Legislation Committee
 
Scott Crowley

Deputy Director, Finance Division

[image: image1.png]



 

 

 

 

 

 

 T H E  C O U N C I L

 

REPORT OF THE OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

ELIZABETH FINE, DIRECTOR AND GENERAL COUNSEL

 

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

Hon. Helen Diane Foster, Chair 

May 31, 2012 
Preconsidered SLR :                       By: Council Member Foster               

   


  




S. 4874 (Gianaris)
A. 2513 (Simotas) 
 
TITLE:



AN ACT to authorize the city of New York to 
  discontinue use of and convey certain park land.
BACKGROUND

This legislation would allow St. Michael's Cemetery,  in Astoria, Queens, 
to acquire a small parcel of park land located next to the cemetery. According to the Memorandum in Support (MIS), this land is currently underutilized and in disrepair. In exchange for the land, the MIS states that St. Michael's Cemetery has agreed to transfer a replacement parcel of land to the city of New York  to replace the park land it would acquire so that the western Queens community does not lose valuable green space.
PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

This legislation would authorize the City of New York to discontinue use as park land and to convey, in fee simple, the land described in section three of this act to Saint Michael's Cemetery. The land is authorized to be conveyed “upon such terms as the City Council of the City of New York shall determine to be fair and reasonable.”  The legislation would provide that the authorization be subject to the requirement that the City use any proceeds and/or land received in exchange for the conveyance authorized to “acquire land, to be dedicated for park purposes in an amount equal to or greater than the fair market value of the land being conveyed.” The bill also describes the boundaries of the land authorized to be discontinued as park land and conveyed to St. Michael's Cemetery.
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Fiscal Impact Statement
EFFECTIVE DATE:
This Act shall take effect immediately.

