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TITLE:



AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to health insurance coverage for surviving spouses of members of the fire department engaged in performing emergency medical services in the city of New York who are enrolled in a health insurance plan.

 

BACKGROUND:

According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MIS), the proposed legislation would provide health insurance coverage for the surviving spouses, domestic partners and children of members of the fire department employed as EMTs, Advanced EMTs, and their Supervisors (herein after, collectively, "EMTs"), and whose death is the natural and proximate result of an accident or injury sustained while in the performance of duty. Health insurance coverage for said surviving spouses, domestic partners and/or children would be predicated on the enrollment of the insured fire department member in the city's hospital and medical program. This bill also would permit the surviving spouses of retired fire department EMTs to purchase health insurance coverage for one hundred two percent of the group rate for such coverage, within one year of the death of his or her spouse.
PROPOSED LEGISLATION:


The proposed legislation would amend section 12-126 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.  Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (2), section (1) of § 12-126 would be amended to include emergency medical technicians, advanced emergency medical technicians and supervisors of emergency medical technicians as of January 1, 2001, for purposes only of the subparagraph that is being amended, to be included with uniformed police, fire, corrections and sanitation personnel in the event that an EMS title dies in the course of his or her duties, their spouse, domestic partner and/or dependent children will continue to receive the health benefits of the employee in service.


Subparagraph (ii) is amended to include uniformed EMS titles, only for purposes of the subparagraph, to be included as a “retired member of the fire department.” In that in the event the retiree dies, the spouse will be able to purchase health insurance at 102% of the group coverage if he or she so chooses. 
Section2 of the proposed legislation would state that this legislation would take effect immediately upon enactment.

 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Division Fiscal Impact Statement. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation would take effect immediately.

PAGE  
1

