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THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Christine C. Quinn, Speaker 

COMMITTEE REPORT

 OF THE

COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS
DIANA REYNA, Chairperson

Edward F. O’Malley, Counsel to the Speaker

Office of the Speaker

February 1, 2006

Preconsidered Res. No. 38: 
By: Council Members Reyna, The Speaker (Council Member Quinn), Comrie, Fidler, Jackson, Yassky, Brewer, Garodnick, de Blasio, Dickens, Sears and Weprin

SUBJECT: 
A Resolution amending various Rules of the Council.

ANALYSIS:
This Resolution is part of a series of amendments to the Rules of the Council for purposes of improving the Council’s legislative process, creating greater democracy and debate within the Council, and enhancing community participation in public hearings.  The proposed amendment to Rule 6.60 would enhance the legislative process.  The remaining rule changes in this Resolution would make technical changes to the Rules. 


Rules 5.00, 5.30, 5.40, and 5.50 all clarify that the proper name for a unit in the Council is Legislative Documents Unit.  Within these sections, the unit was called Division.  


Rule 6.20 this Rule describes the process for sponsors for legislation.  The amendment makes the Rule consistent with the current process, as there are no longer co-sponsors.  Any Member who is added to a bill becomes a prime sponsor.  Members have 48 hours to become sponsors after the bill has been introduced.

Rule 6.60 which describes the internal legislative drafting service provided to Members is being amended to include a sixty day time period in which a draft of the request must be produced.  It is anticipated that certain legislative requests may require more than this sixty day time period and in such cases, the Member will be so notified and provided the reasons for such delay.


Rule 8.10 which describes the process for Home Rule requests, reduces the number of required copies from 50 to 10. 


Rule 9.210 that creates the process in which Members have up to two minutes to speak on a matter that is on the General Order calendar.  Historically, the speaker has provided the Minority Leader with time to present the minority party’s position on legislation.  This amendment would provide the Minority Leader with up to five minutes to speak on matters being considered on the General Orders calendar.  


Rule 9.180 covers the debate process for legislative matters.  The amendment would provide the Minority Leader with the option of being the next to last speaker, giving the minority party’s position on a particular legislative matter.  Currently, the Rules make this a requirement.
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