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I. INTRODUCTION
On October 9, 2025, the Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Lynn Schulman, will consider Proposed Introduction Number 1390-A-2025 (“Proposed Int. No. 1390-A”).
The Committee on Health heard this legislation previously at a hearing on September 19, 2025. Witnesses who testified included representatives from the New York City (“NYC” or the “City”) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“DOHMH”), elected officials, community board members, advocacy groups, interested stakeholders, and members of the public.
II. BACKGROUND 
a. Legionnaires’ Disease
According to the United States (U.S.) Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Legionnaires’ disease is a serious type of pneumonia caused by the Legionella bacteria.[footnoteRef:2] There are many different species of Legionella which can cause Legionnaires’ disease; however, Legionella pneumophila is the most common, accounting for 85 to 90 percent of cases.[footnoteRef:3] Legionella bacteria naturally live in warm, stagnant freshwater but become a health risk when they grow in human-made water systems, where they can cause Legionnaires’ disease or Pontiac fever.[footnoteRef:4] According to the CDC, Legionnaires’ disease generally does not spread from person to person.[footnoteRef:5] It is most commonly contracted when Legionella bacteria grows in a building’s water system.[footnoteRef:6] The bacteria are then inhaled when they enter the air through the mist or spray produced by shower heads, sink faucets, hot tubs, fountains, other water features, or cooling towers.[footnoteRef:7] Cooling towers are structures with water and a fan and are part of the centralized air-cooling systems of larger buildings,[footnoteRef:8] and are the most likely cause of Legionnaires’ disease outbreaks.[footnoteRef:9] Less commonly, individuals can get Legionnaires’ disease by aspiration of drinking water contaminated with Legionella bacteria, which occurs when water accidentally goes into the lungs while drinking.[footnoteRef:10] Most healthy people exposed to Legionella do not get sick, but older adults, smokers, and those with weakened health are at higher risk; symptoms, which usually appear within 2–14 days, resemble pneumonia (cough, fever, muscle aches, shortness of breath) and may also include confusion, diarrhea, or nausea.[footnoteRef:11]  [2:  U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, About Legionnaires’ Disease, available at: https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/about/index.html (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [3:  Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety, Legionnaires’ Disease, available at: https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/diseases/legion.html (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [4:  Supra, note 1.]  [5:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, How Legionella Spreads, available at: https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/causes/index.html (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [6:  Id.]  [7:  Id.; Mayo Clinic, “Legionnaires’ disease,” available at: https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/legionnaires-disease/symptoms-causes/syc-20351747 (last visited Aug. 29, 2025).]  [8:  Id.]  [9:  Manhattan Borough President, Public Health Alert: Legionnaires’ Disease Outbreak, available at: https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/initiatives/public-health-alert-legionnaires-disease-outbreak/ (last visited Sept. 1, 2025).]  [10:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, How Legionella Spreads, available at: https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/causes/index.html (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [11:  Id.] 

b. Legal and Regulatory Background
The New York State (“NYS” or “State”) Public Health Law (PHL) provides that the State Sanitary Code (SSC) “may deal with any matters affecting the security of life or health or the preservation and improvement of public health in the state of New York.”[footnoteRef:12] Neglected or poorly maintained cooling towers can become major sources of Legionnaires’ disease outbreaks when left unchecked.[footnoteRef:13] Pursuant to the PHL, the SSC requires that all owners of cooling towers “register such towers with the” NYS Department of Health prior to their initial operation and whenever ownership of any such tower changes.[footnoteRef:14]  [12:  N.Y. P.H.L. § 225(5)(a).]  [13:  Manhattan Borough President, “Public Health Alert: Legionnaires’ Disease Outbreak:, available at: https://www.manhattanbp.nyc.gov/initiatives/public-health-alert-legionnaires-disease-outbreak/ (last visited Aug. 28, 2025).]  [14:  N.Y. S.C.C. § 4-1.3. ] 

The SSC further requires cooling tower owners to report every 90 days on Legionella bacteria culture sample collection results, as well as inspection and certification dates.[footnoteRef:15] The SSC requires building owners to test cooling tower water for bacteria every month, and to test specifically for Legionella within 14 days of starting up a tower for the season and then at least once every 90 days while the tower is operating.[footnoteRef:16] Cooling towers that run all year must be tested at least once every 90 days, and also within two weeks after they are restarted following maintenance.[footnoteRef:17] Finally, the SSC includes cooling tower inspection and certification requirements: inspections shall occur every 90 days while in use, as well as prior to seasonal start-up, and certification of each tower must occur at least annually.[footnoteRef:18] [15:  Id.]  [16:  Id. at § 4-1.4.]  [17:  Id.]  [18:  Id. at § 4-1.8. “Each inspection shall include an evaluation of the: (i) cooling tower and associated equipment for the presence of organic material, biofilm, algae, debris and other visible contaminants; (ii) general condition of the cooling tower basin, remote sump, packing material, and drift eliminators; (iii) water make-up connections and control, including backflow protection and/or airgaps as needed; (iv) proper functioning of the conductivity control; and (v) proper functioning of all water treatment equipment, including, but not limited to, pumps, timers, valves, and strain gauges.” Id. at § 4-1.8(a)(3).] 

In NYC, DOHMH is the agency charged with enforcing the State and City’s cooling tower regulations, including conducting inspections and investigations when Legionella bacteria is detected in a cooling tower system.[footnoteRef:19] Per DOHMH, all NYC cooling tower systems are inspected routinely by DOHMH’s Office of Building Water Supply Oversight.[footnoteRef:20] During an inspection, DOHMH inspectors evaluate cooling tower systems for compliance with NYC regulations as well as Local Law 77.[footnoteRef:21] At the inspection, DOHMH inspectors conduct a visual inspection of the cooling tower system to make sure the registration information DOHMH has on record for the system is correct.[footnoteRef:22] DOHMH inspectors assess the “quality and completeness” of four components of the cooling tower system: the cooling tower maintenance program and plan, operational records for the system, treatment system operations, and the overall accessibility, condition, and cleanliness of the system.[footnoteRef:23] While DOHMH inspectors are not required to directly collect water samples for lab testing, they are required to review test results logged by building owners as part of their review of documents conducted during an inspection, and to issue a violation to a building owner if such testing documentation is insufficient.[footnoteRef:24] [19:  NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Legionnaire’s Disease, https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/legionnaires-disease.page (last visited Sept. 2, 2025).]  [20:  NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, What to Expect During a Cooling Tower System Inspection, https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/cd/cooling-system-inspection.pdf. (last visited Sept. 2, 2025).]  [21:  Id.]  [22:  Id.]  [23:  Id. Per DOHMH, At the time of the inspection, building owners must make all records related to cooling tower management and maintenance available to health inspectors. On-site records include dates and documentation of the following: system startup and shutdown procedures; cleaning and disinfection; chemical treatment; water-quality monitoring; testing of bacteriological indicators and Legionella cultures; and any follow-up response or corrective actions, monitoring, maintenance, and compliance inspections. Id. ]  [24:  Id.] 

DOHMH determines which cooling towers to inspect based on availability of staff and resources, and on risk assessments that determine the likelihood that a cooling tower could contribute to Legionella growth or outbreaks of Legionnaires’ disease.[footnoteRef:25] In 2024, there were 1,322 violations cited, of which 274 were public health hazards, 781 were critical violations, and 267 were general violations.[footnoteRef:26] Most of these citations result in a $500 fine for a first offense, with an increase to $1,000 for second offenses.[footnoteRef:27] More serious violations can result in a fine of $1,000 for a first offense, with fines rising to $2,000 for a second offense.[footnoteRef:28] According to DOHMH’s Annual Report for Cooling Towers and Legionnaires’ Disease for Reporting Year 2024 (“2024 DOHMH Report”), there were 120 test results received by DOHMH that suggested potentially hazardous levels of Legionella bacteria, but zero cleaning or disinfections were performed by or on behalf of DOHMH.[footnoteRef:29] Together with the NYC Department of Buildings (DOB), DOHMH maintains a website where building owners are required to register cooling towers in order for DOHMH to monitor inspection results and conduct its own annual inspections.[footnoteRef:30] Such registration numbers must be displayed on each cooling tower system for identification during an inspection or investigation.[footnoteRef:31] Currently, DOHMH lists 6,087 cooling tower systems in NYC,[footnoteRef:32] and DOHMH’s inspection results are publicly available on the DOHMH website.[footnoteRef:33] [25:  Id. Risk factors include location risk (i.e. cooling towers near hospitals, nursing homes, or other facilities with vulnerable populations, as well as towers in densely populated areas); towers with previous violations, lapses in maintenance; systems that lack proper water treatment, poor cleaning records, or towers that have been shut down or left untreated for periods of time; as well as environmental conditions and the type and design of the cooling tower, which may be more difficult to clean and/or maintain. Id. See also NYC Health Code § 8-03(c). ]  [26:  Id. Public health hazards are the most severe violations and involve conditions that pose an immediate, serious threat to public health; critical violations represent significant risks to public health, though not as immediately dangerous as public health hazards and general violations are less severe infractions, typically administrative or record-keeping lapses that do not present an immediate health danger. Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, “Cooling Tower Inspection Results,” NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Cooling Tower Inspection Results, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/business/permits-and-licenses/cooling-towers-inspection-results.page (last visited Sept. 2, 2025).]  [27:  NYC Cooling Tower Inspections and Services, “Cooling Tower Fines”, available at: https://nyc-inspections.com/cooling-tower-fines-nyc/ (last visited Aug. 28, 2025).]  [28:  Id. ]  [29:  NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. Annual Report for Cooling Towers and Legionnaires’ Disease for Reporting Year 2024, (May 14, 2025), available at https://a860-gpp.nyc.gov/downloads/td96k680h?locale=en (last visited Aug. 28, 2025).]  [30:  NYC Buildings / Health, NYC Cooling Tower Registration Portal, available at: https://coolingtowers.cityofnewyork.us/eforma/custom/index.do;jsessionid=hBYmgn8pyuOWLPrt4R7MectXSBEhCLOPK89JYReH.dohmh (last visited Sept. 2, 2025).]  [31:  NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, What to Expect During a Cooling Tower System Inspection, https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/cd/cooling-system-inspection.pdf (last visited Sept. 2, 2025).]  [32:  NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Cooling Tower Inspection Results, https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/business/permits-and-licenses/cooling-towers-inspection-results.page. (last visited Sept. 2, 2025).]  [33:  Id.] 

c. Recent Outbreaks and Policy Changes
	In 2015, there was an outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease in the South Bronx linked to a cooling tower.[footnoteRef:34] This outbreak, one of the largest and deadliest for this disease in U.S. history, led to 138 cases and 16 deaths.[footnoteRef:35] In response, the City Council passed Local Law 77 for the year 2015 (LL 77/2015), which requires owners of cooling towers to register such towers with DOB and develop a plan for their maintenance.[footnoteRef:36] The law also requires cooling towers to be inspected and tested on a quarterly basis, and if any test comes back positive for microbes such as Legionella, then the owner must disinfect and clean the system in accordance with DOHMH regulations.[footnoteRef:37] LL 77/2015, also includes a reporting requirement for DOHMH regarding the law’s implementation.[footnoteRef:38]  [34:  NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. Legionnaires’ Disease in New York City, 2007 to 2017, (Sept., 2018), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/epi/databrief106.pdf (last visited Aug. 28, 2025).]  [35:  Pascal Lapierre, et al., “Legionnaires’ Disease Outbreak Caused by Endemic Strain of Legionella pneumophila, New York, New York, USA, 2015,” Emerging Infectious Disease, (Nov., 2017), available at: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5652421/ (last visited Aug. 28, 2025).]  [36:  Local Law 77 for the year 2015.]  [37:  Id.]  [38:  Id.] 

According to the 2024 DOHMH Report, which covers reporting for the year 2024, there were a total of 5,997 cooling towers throughout the five boroughs as of December 31, 2024, which represent 4,973 cooling tower systems in 3,994 buildings.[footnoteRef:39] In 2024, DOHMH conducted 3,020 inspections; 3,016 of the total 5,997 cooling towers were inspected, with four re-inspections.[footnoteRef:40] Per the same report, between 2015 and 2024, the number of annual individuals diagnosed with Legionnaires’ disease in NYC ranged from 271 (in 2016) to 656 (in 2019).[footnoteRef:41] Infection numbers cited by the report include cases of Pontiac fever, which occurs in less than five individuals per year.[footnoteRef:42] There was a spike in Legionnaires’ disease in 2018, in which 656 people were infected; the outbreak was primarily attributed to two outbreaks in the Washington Heights neighborhood of Manhattan.[footnoteRef:43]  [39:  NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Annual Report for Cooling Towers and Legionnaires’ Disease for Reporting Year 2024, (May 14, 2025), available at https://a860-gpp.nyc.gov/downloads/td96k680h?locale=en (last visited Sept. 2, 2025).]  [40:  Id.]  [41:  Id. 439 cases in 2015, 271 in 2016, 435 in 2017, 656 in 2018, 443 in 2019, 321 in 2020, 363 in 2021, 360 in 2022, 281 in 2023, and 257 (preliminary at time of publication) in 2024. Id. ]  [42:  Id.]  [43:  Rich Caler, “1 dead after latest Legionnaires’ outbreak in Washinton Heights,” New York Post, (Oct. 10, 2018), available at https://nypost.com/2018/10/10/1-dead-after-latest-legionnaires-outbreak-in-washington-heights/ (last visited Aug. 28, 2025).] 

In response to the 2018 spike in reported Legionnaires cases, the City Council enacted Local Laws 76, 77, 78, and 79 for the year 2019.[footnoteRef:44] Local Law 76 of 2019 requires DOHMH to send owners and operators of cooling towers an electronic reminder prior to the filing deadline for annual certifications, along with a link to where such certifications can be submitted.[footnoteRef:45] This law also requires cooling tower inspectors to report to DOHMH in real time when inspections occur and requires building owners to make cooling tower inspection results publicly available.[footnoteRef:46] Local Law 77 of 2019 requires DOHMH and DOB to hold biannual information sessions for building owners regarding the requirements for maintaining, cleaning, and inspecting cooling towers in accordance with LL 77/2015.[footnoteRef:47] Local Law 78 of 2019 amended LL 77/2015 by requiring that all DOHMH inspection results for cooling towers be posted in a searchable format on DOHMH’s website, and that such results are available on the website for at least three years.[footnoteRef:48] Finally, Local Law 79 of 2019 requires DOHMH to conduct an assessment of all potential determinants of Legionnaires’ disease in NYC.[footnoteRef:49] [44:  Local Law 76 for the year 2019; Local Law 77 for the year 2019; Local Law 78 for the year 2019; Local Law 79 for the year 2019.]  [45:  Local Law 76 for the year 2019.]  [46:  Local Law 76 for the year 2019.]  [47:  Local Law 77 for the year 2019.]  [48:  Local Law 78 for the year 2019.]  [49:  Local Law 79 for the year 2019.] 

On July 25, 2025, DOHMH announced there had been a new outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease affecting five ZIP Codes, all in the Harlem neighborhood of Manhattan: (1) 10027; (2) 10030; (3) 10035; (4) 10037; and (5) 10039.[footnoteRef:50] This outbreak, like the 2015 outbreak, has been linked to cooling towers.[footnoteRef:51] Legionella bacteria was discovered in twelve cooling towers serving ten buildings in the area.[footnoteRef:52] Of the ten buildings affected, one was a City-run hospital and another a City-run sexual health clinic.[footnoteRef:53] Since the outbreak, the affected cooling towers have all been disinfected, according to DOHMH.[footnoteRef:54] The most recently available statistics from DOHMH show the number of infections having risen to 114, with 90 victims requiring hospitalization, and a total of seven deaths.[footnoteRef:55]  [50:  NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, New York City Health Department Provides Update on Community Cluster of Legionnaires’ Disease in Central Harlem (Aug. 4, 2025), https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/about/press/pr2025/nyc-health-provides-second-legionnaires-cluster-update.page (last visited Sept. 2, 2025).]  [51:  Id.]  [52:  “Death toll from Legionnaires’ disease outbreak in New York City rises to 6 and infections hit 111,” The Associated Press, (updated Aug. 21, 2025), available at: https://apnews.com/article/legionnaires-disease-new-york-harlem-9155fc9fd84d2c5f531c7b463fe6044a (last visited Aug. 28, 2025).]  [53:  Id.]  [54:  NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, New York City Health Department Closes Investigation of Central Harlem Legionnaires’ Disease Cluster (Aug. 29, 2025), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/about/press/pr2025/health-department-closes-investigation-central-harlem-legionnaires-cluster.page (last visited Sept. 2, 2025).]  [55:  Id.] 

On August 29, 2025, DOHMH announced that it had completed its investigation of the Central Harlem Legionnaires’ Disease cluster.[footnoteRef:56] DOHMH reported that the “last day that New Yorkers who live or work in the area began feeling symptoms of Legionnaires’ disease was August 9,” 2025.[footnoteRef:57] In the Central Harlem cluster, at least 104 people—representing 90 percent of those infected with Legionnaires’ disease—had at least one known risk factor for severe illness, such as being age 50 or older, smoking, having chronic lung disease or another chronic condition, or having a compromised immune system.[footnoteRef:58] Per DOHMH, “all facilities with cooling towers in the cluster area fully cooperated with the Health Department, and those with Legionella positive test results completed full cleaning and disinfection as directed.”[footnoteRef:59] [56:  Id. ]  [57:  NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Legionnaires’ Disease Cluster in Central Harlem (last updated Aug. 29, 2025), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/legionnaires-disease.page. ]  [58:  Id.]  [59:  Id.] 

In its investigation, DOHMH’s Public Health Laboratory “matched the Legionella strain found in cooling towers located at two locations: NYC Health + Hospitals/Harlem (Harlem Hospital), located at 506 Lenox Avenue, and a nearby construction site overseen by NYC Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC) and construction contractor Skanska USA located at 40 West 137th Street, with the strain found in seven patients.”[footnoteRef:60] DOHMH received seven clinical specimens in the Central Harlem cluster, with the agency noting that it “typically receives culture specimens for 6-9% of all reported cases of Legionnaires’ disease.”[footnoteRef:61] [60:  Id.]  [61:  Id.] 

DOHMH also announced on August 29, 2025, a “package of resources and policy changes” in response to this summer’s outbreak, which included the following recommendations:
· Expand DOHMH’s capacity to inspect the cooling towers, including hiring additional water ecologists to conduct inspections and building system engineers to assess building mechanical systems and plumbing;
· Require building owners to test for Legionella at least every 30 days during the cooling tower operating period, instead of the current 90-day requirement;
· Expand DOHMH’s sampling capacity to conduct proactive sampling of building cooling tower systems and maintain contracts to surge capacity when faced with novel issues during future clusters;
· Increase fines for violations for failing to comply with cooling tower local laws and regulations; and
· Establish a community engagement team staffed by community health workers based in DOHMH’s neighborhood health action centers to be rapidly deployed to provide information and education to neighborhood residents during an emergency and focus on improving the health of New Yorkers.[footnoteRef:62] [62:  Id.] 

	In the August 29, 2025, announcement, DOHMH further stated that the agency is also undergoing “a full review of the city’s cooling tower rules to further strengthen city regulations.”[footnoteRef:63] Lastly, as of August 2025, DOHMH announced that the agency is investigating cases of Legionnaires’ disease at Parkchester South Condominiums in the Bronx.[footnoteRef:64] DOHMH initiated an evaluation of the building's hot water system after two residents tested positive for the disease within a 12-month period.[footnoteRef:65] According to DOHMH, the investigation is separate from the outbreak in Central Harlem.[footnoteRef:66] [63:  Id.]  [64:  Adeja Shivonne, “NYC investigates Legionnaires’ disease cases at Bronx condos,” Fox 5 New York (Aug. 26, 2025), available at: https://www.fox5ny.com/news/legionnaires-disease-cases-bronx-condos. ]  [65:  Id. ]  [66:  Id. ] 

III. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
a. Proposed Int. No. 1390-A
	The proposed bill would amend NYC’s cooling tower testing requirements by requiring building owners to test cooling towers for the presence of microbes, including Legionella bacteria, at least as frequently as every month during periods of the year such cooling towers are in use. The bill further requires that all such testing be performed by or under the supervision of a qualified person. The bill would also require building owners to perform a biocide treatment of each cooling tower during warm weather when there is an increased risk of legionella growth, as determined by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH). Finally, the bill renews reporting requirements for DOHMH on cooling tower registrations, certifications, inspections, testing, and reported diagnoses of Legionnaires’ disease. The bill takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
	Since its initial hearing, the proposed bill received technical edits and was amended by clarifying that required testing occur monthly, rather than every 30 calendar days, while such cooling towers are in use. The bill was further amended to require that any testing sample collection occur at least 2 days after a cooling tower has been cleaned or disinfected, and that any such testing be performed by a qualified person. In addition, the bill was amended to grant DOHMH rulemaking authority to implement a regulatory scheme for preventive biocide treatment of cooling towers during warm weather when the risk of Legionella bacteria growth in cooling towers is increased. The bill was also amended to make permanent previously existing reporting requirements on cooling tower certifications, registrations, inspections, testing, and the number of reported cases of Legionnaires’ disease. Finally, the bill was amended with a new effective date, which allows time for DOHMH to educate building owners of the proposed bill’s new requirements and allows for an increase in sample testing capacity in NYC prior to the bill’s implementation ahead of summer 2026, when temperatures are likely to increase and the risk of Legionella bacteria growth is greatest.

Proposed Int. No. 1390-A

By Council Members Schulman, Cabán, Brannan, Sanchez, Narcisse, De La Rosa, Salaam and Dinowitz

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to cooling tower inspections and testing..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

1

1

Section 1. The heading of section 17-194.1, as added by local law number 77 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows:
§ 17-194.1 Cooling towers; maintenance [and], inspection and testing. 
§ 2. Subdivisions e, f, h, and l of section 17-194.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, subdivision e as added by local law number 77 for the year 2015, subdivisions f and h as amended by local law number 76 for the year 2019, subdivision l as added by local law number 78 for the year 2019, are amended to read as follows:
e. Minimum requirements for inspections and testing. At a minimum, cooling towers, other than cooling towers whose use has been permanently discontinued and for which a notice of such discontinuation has been sent to the department of buildings, shall be inspected at least as frequently as every three months and tested at least as frequently as every [three months] month during periods of the year such cooling towers are in use. 
1. Each inspection shall include an evaluation of the cooling tower and associated equipment for the presence of organic material, biofilm, algae and other visible contaminants.
2. Each [inspection] test shall include [a test for] collection of a sample to evaluate the presence of microbes in the water of the cooling tower. The sample must be collected at least two days after any routine or corrective action required by the department, including the application of biocide, cleaning or disinfection. The department shall by rule establish (i) the targets and acceptable methods of microbial testing and laboratory analysis, (ii) the levels of microbes in cooling towers that are indicative of a maintenance deficiency requiring mitigation, including but not limited to maintenance to prevent potential health risks, and (iii) the levels of microbes in cooling towers that present a serious health threat and require [immediate] corrective action and reporting.
(a) Where the results of any such test indicate levels of microbes that are indicative of a maintenance deficiency requiring mitigation, including but not limited to maintenance to prevent potential health risks, the owner of the building that has such cooling tower shall, within 48 hours after such owner knows or reasonably should know of such results, clean and disinfect the cooling tower in accordance with the rules of the department.
(b) Where the results of any such test indicate levels of microbes that present a serious health threat, the owner of the building that has such cooling tower shall, within 24 hours after such owner knows or reasonably should know of such results, (i) notify the department and (ii) clean and disinfect the cooling tower, including an additional application of biocide, in accordance with the rules of the department.
f. Inspections, testing, cleaning and disinfection. All inspections, testing, cleaning and disinfection required by this section shall be performed by or under the supervision of a qualified person. For any [inspection that includes] tests conducted pursuant to paragraph 2 of subdivision e of this section, such qualified person shall, within five days of such [inspection] test, report to the department the date on which such [inspection] test occurred, and the department shall make that date available on a city website. The owner shall ensure that such report is submitted to the department by the qualified person within five days of the [inspection] test. When the department inspects a property pursuant to paragraph 1 of subdivision i of this section, it shall check the accuracy of the dates reported pursuant to this subdivision against the dates of [inspection] testing in the records of the property owner.
h. Recordkeeping. 1. An owner shall keep and maintain records of all inspections and tests performed pursuant to this section for at least three years. An owner shall maintain a copy of the maintenance program and plan required by subdivision c of this section on the premises where a cooling tower is located. Such records and plan shall be made available to the department immediately upon request.
2. An owner shall make available the results of each inspection and test conducted pursuant to subdivision e of this section to any member of the public within five business days of a request, or within five business days of the receipt of such results by such owner, whichever is later.
l. The commissioner, in consultation with the department of buildings, shall submit a report to the mayor and the speaker of the city council on or before May 15 each year [until May 15, 2025], reporting on the following information for the prior year:
1. The number of new cooling tower registrations pursuant to section 28-317.3 and the number of notifications of discontinued use of a cooling tower pursuant to section 28-317.3.1 received by the department of buildings through November 1 of the prior year; 
2. The number of annual certifications that a cooling tower was inspected, tested, cleaned and disinfected pursuant to section 28-317.5 received by the department of buildings through November 1 of the prior year; 
3. The number of reports of tests for the presence of microbes that reveal levels that present a serious health threat received by the department pursuant to paragraph 2 of subdivision e of this section; 
4. The number of inspections of cooling towers conducted pursuant to subdivision i of this section and the rules of the department, the number and types of any violations cited during such inspections, and the number of buildings registered pursuant to subdivision b of this section by November 1 of the prior year that were not inspected;
5. The number of cleanings, disinfections, tests, or other actions performed by or on behalf of the department pursuant to paragraph 1 of subdivision [f] i of this section; and 
6. The number of persons diagnosed with [legionnaires'] Legionnaires’ disease in the city in each of the previous 10 years, to the extent known or reasonably discoverable by the department. 
§ 3. Section 17-194.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision e-1 to read as follows:
e-1. Summer cooling tower treatment. Each year, during warm weather when there is an increased risk of legionella growth, an owner shall perform a biocide treatment of each cooling tower in accordance with the rules of the department.
§ 4. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law. 
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