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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
TANISHA S. EDWARDS, ESQ., CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER, AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE SPEAKER
RICHARD LEE, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

INT. NO: 1235-A

COMMITTEE: Technology

	TITLE: A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the creation of a centralized system for processing freedom of information law requests

	SPONSORS: Council Members Brewer, Gutiérrez, Schulman, Cabán, Brannan, Hanif, Banks, Williams, Menin, Joseph, Ayala, Avilés, Sanchez, Krishnan, Marte, Restler, Narcisse, Nurse, Louis, Bottcher, Stevens, De La Rosa, Hanks, Hudson, Feliz, Abreu, Farías, Riley, Gennaro, Dinowitz, Powers, Ossé, Holden, Salaam and Morano



SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Proposed Int. No. 1235-A would require the Commissioner of the Department of Records and Information Services (“DoRIS”) to create and maintain a centralized portal for Freedom of Information Law (“FOIL”) requests within 18 months of the effective date of this bill. The portal would be required to allow the public to submit, track, and receive updates on FOIL requests, and to view agency responses once released. It would also require DoRIS to submit to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council an implementation plan within 6 months, describing the steps necessary to implement the requirements of the portal. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Immediately


CITY COUNCIL ESTIMATE:

	

	Effective FY26
	FY Succeeding Effective FY27
	Full Fiscal Impact FY27

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$52,500
	$267,000
	$267,000

	Net
	($52,500)
	($267,000)
	($267,000)



FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH PROPOSED LOCAL LAW WOULD FIRST BECOME EFFECTIVE: 2026

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: 2027

IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation. The Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB) estimate of this legislation’s impact on the City’s revenues is consistent with the Council’s estimate.

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is estimated that the enactment of this legislation would require an additional $215,000 annually, beginning in Fiscal 2027, for Personal Services (PS) expenditures associated with two positions, including salary and fringe. Additionally, $105,000 would be required, split equally across Fiscals 2026 and 2027, for one-time Other Than Personal Services (OTPS) expenditures for contractual development services. OMB’s estimate of this legislation’s impact on the City’s expenditures is consistent with the Council’s estimate. 

SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: General Fund

SOURCE(S) OF INFORMATION:		New York City Council Finance Division
					New York City Office of Management and Budget	
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:  	 	Margaret Barnsley, Financial Analyst
					
ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY:		Julia K. Haramis, Assistant Director
		Elizabeth Hoffman, Deputy Director	
	Jonathan Rosenberg, Managing Deputy Director
	Nicholas Connell, Counsel
	

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET ESTIMATE: OMB provided an estimate, which is attached in full.
	


LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7297922&GUID=45A761F3-58A9-46AC-AAF6-C397ABD9BB65&Options=ID|Text|&Search=1235 

DATE PREPARED: November 24, 2025

HEARING/MEETING DATE: November 25, 2025 
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