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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Good morning.

          3  Good afternoon? Whatever it is. For those of you

          4  that don't know, I am Madeline Provenzano, Chair of

          5  Housing and Buildings Committee.

          6                 Today we are considering a

          7  preconsidered resolution determining that proposed

          8  Intro. No. 324-A, a local law to amend the New York

          9  City Charter in relation to Green Building Standards

         10  for certain capital projects will not have a

         11  significant adverse impact on the environment. And

         12  proposed Intro. No. 324-A, a local law to amend the

         13  New York City Charter, in relation to Green Building

         14  Standards for certain Capital projects.

         15                 Proposed Intro. No. 324-A, sponsored

         16  by Speaker Miller, would employ the use of Green

         17  Building Standards in the construction and

         18  renovation of certain City-owned and City-funded

         19  buildings and projects, based on the expenditure of

         20  capital dollars.

         21                 The benefits of green building

         22  include reduced impact on natural resources,

         23  financial savings, improved occupant comfort and

         24  health, and reduced strain on local infrastructure.

         25                 The use of green building criteria in
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          2  New York City will reduce the City's energy

          3  consumption, air pollution and water usage, and

          4  potentially improve occupant health and worker

          5  productivity.

          6                 New York City owns or leases

          7  approximately 4,000 buildings, and spends over $7

          8  billion on capital construction costs annually. The

          9  City's adoption of Green Building practices would

         10  have positive effects beyond just City projects.

         11                 If the City begins construction more

         12  green buildings it will promote the practice to the

         13  numerous architects, builders and developers who

         14  work on City projects.

         15                 This City's enormous purchasing power

         16  would not only encourage more green building in the

         17  construction industry, but would also foster growth

         18  to industries that supply green building materials.

         19                 The passage of proposed Intro No.

         20  324-A will add New York City to the growing number

         21  of progressive metropolitan areas that have adopted

         22  some form of Green Building policy for design and

         23  construction.

         24                 The preconsidered resolution is

         25  self-explanatory and declares that the Council has
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          2  evaluated the appropriate criteria to determine the

          3  environmental significance of proposed Intro. No.

          4  324-A, and finds that the enactment and

          5  implementation of this legislation will not have a

          6  significant adverse impact on the environment.

          7                 Council members that are here with me

          8  today, the Committee members are: Council Member

          9  James Oddo; Council Member Lew Fidler; Councilwoman

         10  Gale Brewer; Councilman Tony Avella; Councilman Joel

         11  Rivera; Councilman Leroy Comrie.

         12                 Anybody else?

         13                 Councilwoman Melinda Katz. Where is

         14  Robert Jackson? Councilman Robert Jackson.

         15                 The Committee will now take a vote on

         16  the preconsidered resolution first. Where is our

         17  vote guy? Okay.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         19  Provenzano.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye.

          3                 There are concerns that have been

          4  brought to my attention by one particular union, and

          5  I think that as the bill progresses that there will

          6  be pressure on whomever, which ever agency is

          7  formulating the regulations, to be sure that those

          8  concerns are addressed.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Don't forget,

         11  we're voting on the resolution. We're not voting on

         12  the Intro.

         13                 Right? We didn't couple it. We're

         14  voting on the resolution first.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye to the

         17  resolution.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         22  this is on the resolution? I'm so sorry, I was in

         23  the back.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: We usually

         25  don't. That's why we didn't. That's what my counsel
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          2  said, and she knows. She knows.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of nine in

          9  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         10  abstentions, the preconsidered resolution is

         11  adopted.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay, now we

         13  will vote on the Intro.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Introduction

         15  324-A.

         16                 Council Member Provenzano.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Ditto to the

         24  same remarks that I made, perhaps inappropriately,

         25  earlier, but same issue. Thank you very much. I vote
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          2  aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to echo

          5  Council Member Brewer's remarks on the

          6  considerations, and I hope that we consider and

          7  focus on the fact that the American-owned companies

          8  that deal with forestry are being put under very

          9  strenuous onus and very rigorous problems under this

         10  bill. They don't have the capacity to turn around

         11  for the fair and equal opportunity to come under the

         12  policies as quickly, as larger concerns that have

         13  been. I'm concerned that we're being out-bid by

         14  outside sources. But I spoke to some people from the

         15  NRDC, they said that most New York State businesses

         16  are under compliance but I hope that when we're

         17  bidding these contracts, that we consider bidding to

         18  businesses that are New York State-based, and

         19  therefore follow the guidelines, since we do have

         20  businesses here.

         21                 I hate to see all of our bidding wind

         22  up going for this lumber, to go to businesses

         23  outside of New York State, and especially outside of

         24  the country, to do jobs on our schools in this City.

         25                 With that, I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Chairwoman,

          4  may I be briefly excused to explain my vote?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

          7                 Ditto the remarks of Council Members

          8  Brewer and Comrie. I am extremely concerned. Not

          9  just American Lumber, but New York's Lumber in

         10  particular is excluded by the non-inclusion of

         11  SFI-approved forestry. And I am voting for this. I

         12  am a sponsor of it. I am voting for it, with the

         13  understanding that the Administration may yet have

         14  that opportunity in promulgating the regulations to

         15  include SFI-approved lumber. And, so, in voting for

         16  this, I am urging on the record that the

         17  Administration in fact to do such a thing, so that,

         18  you know, lumber from New York can, in fact, be used

         19  in projects in New York.

         20                 I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I think that

         23  the comments of my colleagues have already been

         24  expressed. Obviously if you know anything about me,

         25  I am a union man. When a union asks me to look at a
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          2  particular matter, I'm going to take a look at it

          3  for sure.

          4                 I have looked at this particular

          5  matter, and under the LEEDs Program, wood is a

          6  certain, one or more points, and the bottom line is,

          7  I express my concern, as far as how in moving

          8  forward this piece of legislation, how would it

          9  affect the workers here in New York State in the

         10  United States of America, considering the fact that

         11  it seems as though in all type of industries, we're

         12  seeing more and more of contracting out of work to

         13  other countries.

         14                 And, so, I express that concern. But

         15  knowing that this is only one aspect of the LEEDs

         16  program, and there may be further discussions, I

         17  vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I also just want

         20  to associate my comments -- associate remarks with

         21  the people that spoke already.

         22                 I do think, though, that now it's at

         23  the Administration's door. Now it's up to the

         24  Administration to look at this, try to incorporate

         25  the issues that the unions have brought up, the
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          2  American farmers have brought up, and try to make

          3  sure that it's a fair bill to all involved.

          4                 We urge the Administration to do

          5  that, and work closely with the unions on it. And I

          6  vote aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be excused

          9  as well?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you.

         12                 I would just like to echo the

         13  sentiments by Council Members Brewer, Comrie,

         14  Fidler, and Jackson and Katz. And I think while I'm

         15  supportive of this legislation, I think there are

         16  points about its potential impact on American

         17  forestry products, they're genuine. And I think, as

         18  Council Member Katz just said, and Council Member

         19  Fidler, there is an opportunity during the

         20  promulgation of the rules by the Administration to

         21  be sensitive to that, and address any of these

         22  legitimate concerns, and I hope they in fact do

         23  that. I vote yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of nine in

         25  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no
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          2  abstentions, proposed Introduction 324-A is adopted.

          3                 Council Members, please sign the

          4  Committee reports.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay.

          7                 I would just like to make a couple of

          8  points for those of you that spoke up, that this

          9  bill does award two points to the use of local

         10  products and local materials, and there are many

         11  unions that support this bill.

         12                 We have, what is this, NYCOSH?

         13  NYCOSH? The CLC, American Lung Association, National

         14  Resources, New York Committee for OSHA. That's them.

         15  The New York Committee for Occupational Health and

         16  Safety.

         17                 Also, we have in our testimony from

         18  Jill Levy, who is the President of the Council of

         19  School Supervisors and Administrators, a memo in

         20  support of the Intro., which we will be including in

         21  the record.

         22                 Okay, thank you all. This meeting is

         23  adjourned.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered

         25  resolution, Council Member James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: That bill now stands

          4  at ten in the affirmative.

          5                 Proposed Introduction 324-A. Council

          6  Member James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: That bill now stands

          9  at ten in the affirmative.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 12:40 p.m.)

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            13

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 15th day of September 2005.
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