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          1  RECESSED MEETING OF OCTOBER 26, 2001

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: This is the

          3  Housing and Buildings Committee hearing on proposed

          4  Intro. No. 741-A, which was begun on Friday, the

          5  26th of October, and which was again recessed on

          6  Tuesday, the 30th of October.

          7                 I'm very concerned that our failure

          8  to act will mean that this issue will not be

          9  resolved for another dozen years. The action we take

         10  by passing this today should not be taken by the

         11  agency or the Administration as carte blanche to

         12  eradicate the compromises wrought by contractors and

         13  unions over the last dozen years of negotiation. Nor

         14  should the unions and the contractors feel that this

         15  enterprise is over.

         16                 This bill will be back before the

         17  Council next year, and failure to pass a bill

         18  modifying the national code will kill the use of

         19  national standards locally, until the Council acts

         20  otherwise.

         21                 This will provide the contractors and

         22  electricians and their representatives with an

         23  opportunity to ensure that adequate amendments to

         24  the national standards are enacted locally to

         25  protect the safety of their workers and those who
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          2  will use these buildings in the years to come.

          3                 Reference standards passed on the

          4  1990 national electrical code are out of date when

          5  compared to the more recent versions that have since

          6  been issued.

          7                 To the Administration, I want to

          8  point out that, as you spend the next several months

          9  drafting local modifications to the national, the

         10  1999 national standards, it would be wise to include

         11  every local organization or group that might have

         12  concerns.

         13                 I do, however, believe that the best

         14  chance we have of going forward towards a resolution

         15  of this issue is to pass the bill before us today. I

         16  recommend that Local 3 and the Contractors

         17  Associations work with both the new Administration

         18  and the new Council members to ensure that our final

         19  code is the most efficient that safety will allow.

         20                 For the record, the version of

         21  proposed Intro. No. 741-A before the Committee today

         22  is dated October 29th, 2001, at 5:32 p.m. The

         23  language contained in lines four and five of the

         24  bill, Section 23, were amended to read "as modifying

         25  the provisions thereof to accommodate
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          2  characteristics of the City, including buildings,

          3  premises and lots and the City Council should act

          4  upon such proposals within 60 days."

          5                 The previous language contained in

          6  the version of Proposed Intro. No. 741-A, dated

          7  October 26th, 2001, at 10:46 a.m. had read, "as

          8  modifying the provisions thereof to accommodate

          9  characteristics of buildings, premises and lots in

         10  the City and the Council shall act upon such

         11  proposals within 90 days."

         12                 That having been said, members, we

         13  have in attendance Council Member Warden, Council

         14  Member Boyland. Council Member Ognibene, welcome.

         15  Council Member Mike Nelson, Council Member Stanley

         16  Michels.

         17                 Any member of the Committee have any

         18  comments before we proceed to a vote?

         19                 Okay, hearing none, then Mr. Clerk,

         20  please proceed with the roll call.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: I recognize that

         23  there are those who may be dissatisfied with our

         24  actions today, but that's probably the legislative

         25  and the decision-making process, which we, as
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          2  members of the Council, will continually find

          3  ourselves confronted with.

          4                 Ultimately we are called upon to do

          5  what we honestly feel reflects the best interests of

          6  the population of the City of New York, and I think

          7  that's how I cast my vote, giving long and

          8  thoughtful reflection on this issue, and discussing

          9  it with those who are in a position to shed some

         10  light on it, I do feel that it is in our best

         11  interest, particularly in the aftermath of September

         12  the 11th, when as we watched the Jersey shoreline

         13  grow, anticipating replacing us, and other issues

         14  that, conditions, we must take this measure to

         15  facilitate the construction and the reconstruction

         16  of New York City as expeditiously as possible.

         17  Therefore, I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Mr. Chairman,

         20  may I be temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Council Member

         22  Michels, yes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I,

         24  unfortunately, missed the first hearing where we had

         25  testimony, but have since spoken to various people
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          2  on both sides of this issue, looked into the issue,

          3  and was concerned, so much so that I asked the

          4  hearing be put over so I can look into it further,

          5  and I, of course, am very conscious of the fact that

          6  we must do everything that we can to expedite the

          7  plans and designs, where we look forward to the day

          8  when we rebuild the Financial Center, which was so

          9  terribly destroyed by terrorists on September 11th,

         10  and I was very concerned about this 741-A, but I am

         11  convinced that we need 741-A because the previous

         12  legislation was based upon the 1990 version of the

         13  national electrical code, and I think that we need

         14  to amend, based upon the 1999 version of the NEC

         15  code, and, therefore, we have to go forward. And I

         16  trust that we are giving a legislative intent, a

         17  very strong legislative intent from this Committee,

         18  that comes the next session of the Council, after

         19  negotiations and work that's going to have to be

         20  done based upon the 1999 proper legislation,

         21  amendments to this bill will be passed by the next

         22  Council.

         23                 Unfortunately, you and I won't be

         24  here, Mr. Chair, but I think we will use our

         25  influence and we promise to use our influence at
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          2  getting it done, and I believe it will be done, and,

          3  therefore, I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Continue the

          6  roll call.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: If I may be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Certainly,

         10  Council Member Warden.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Thank you.

         12                 I took a long, hard look at this

         13  legislation, and in view of what happened at the

         14  World Trade Center and the need to reform the

         15  electrical codes, I'm going to vote aye on this.

         16                 I think it's important that we

         17  acknowledge that this is only a first step, and I

         18  would hope that the amendments that will be

         19  submitted next September will be reviewed

         20  judicially, and incorporated into this, so that we

         21  can have state-of-the-art electrical services in the

         22  City.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Continue the

         24  roll call.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            8

          1  RECESSED MEETING OF OCTOBER 26, 2001

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Mr. Chairman,

          3  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Why, certainly,

          5  Council Member Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: First I'm

          7  going to start up with that I have had extensive

          8  conversations with all of the powers that be. I

          9  sympathize and I listened to Local 3, in terms of

         10  what their concerns are, and I thought they were

         11  very well put, in terms of the smaller contractor,

         12  how they are involved and what's going to occur in

         13  this City within the next few months or few years,

         14  in terms of how we're going to be rebuilding and

         15  restructuring in lieu of what happened with the

         16  World Trade Center event.

         17                 But in saying all that, I am also

         18  aware that there are some local provisions that need

         19  to be part of this process. We're looking at the

         20  national provision. I think the smaller man concept

         21  is that they're not going to be inclusive in this

         22  process that's going to take place between now and

         23  next fall, and I'm proud to say because of the

         24  re-election process, the election process, that I

         25  will be here for next fall to look over this and
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          2  work with them, especially working with Local 3, to

          3  make sure that this process is inclusive, make sure

          4  that they are sitting at the table.

          5                 We are aware that it took us ten,

          6  nine years previously to adopt such a concept, but

          7  we're hoping within the next year that we're able to

          8  develop a plan of action that is inclusive and also

          9  works well with the smaller electricians, especially

         10  those members of Local 3.

         11                 My staff is prepared to work with me,

         12  to sit with you, to sit with the Administration, the

         13  Mayor's Administration, and those that are working

         14  on this to make sure that every (t) is crossed and

         15  every (i) is dotted, in terms of how we involve some

         16  of the local provisions and initiatives that might

         17  be or are extremely important to how the smaller

         18  electrician or the smaller man is involved.

         19                 So, I'm going to vote aye only on the

         20  stipulation that we sit down after this, between now

         21  and next fall, to make sure that everything is

         22  ironed out, and I hope that we are able to come to

         23  some sort of conclusion as to how we can work

         24  together to make this work for the entire body, as

         25  well as with the Administration, so I vote aye.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Continue the

          3  roll call.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: May I be

          6  excused to explain my vote?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Yes, certainly,

          8  Council Member Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

         10                 I believe that if 741-A is not

         11  enacted now, we may have to wait another five to ten

         12  years to complete analysis and it can go on and on.

         13  I believe that 741 cannot be resurrected. I believe

         14  it to be fatally flawed. The technology right now,

         15  to be behind, not to rebuild now, post-9/11, I

         16  believe that we're living in extraordinary times

         17  right now, and we must do everything we can to help

         18  rebuild New York City, and keep as much business

         19  within New York City as we possibly can. I believe

         20  that 741-A is a step in the right direction. Based

         21  upon that, I vote aye.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Continue the

         23  roll call.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of

          3  six in the affirmative, none in the negative and no

          4  abstentions, the item is adopted. Please sign the

          5  reports.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Now we move to

          7  that section of our meeting today -- so, we're going

          8  to close the recessed meeting of October the 26th,

          9  and that's closed. And we now open for today,

         10  November the 16th.

         11                 (Hearing adjourned at 10:35 a.m.)

         12
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 16th day of November 2001.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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