MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:  A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the parking of vehicles owned by disabled individuals who live outside of New York City.

TYPE OF LEGISLATION:  Local Law

SUBMITTED BY:  Council Member Lopez

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:
The Americans With Disabilities Act affords the disabled the right to seek reasonable accommodations from institutions to facilitate their needs.  New York City has great difficulty in providing a range of transportation services to the disabled.  The subway system is still years away from being accessible.  Bus service does not provide access to the whole city.  


New York City’s para-transit program, Access-A-Ride, is managed by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority and has a large ridership.  It operates with severe limitations.  A series of hearing held by the New York City Council Transportation Committee has established that this program maintains an erratic schedule.  A round trip to a doctor’s office and back basically takes the whole day. The Access-A-Ride schedule operates within a wide margin of error.  Riders and the MTA dispute how often passengers are picked up on time.  But there is little dispute that arrival times have no strict schedule.  The person, who enters the vehicle reasonably close to schedule, may have to wait while other passengers are dropped off and new ones picked up before reaching his or her destination.  In short, when a person using a wheel chair wants to go to the theatre or some other event where the time is fixed Access-A-Ride is onerous at best, and oftentimes impossible.


Moreover, Access-A-Ride is only available to New York City residents, and it provides no services to tourists or upstate visitors.


The inadequacy of Access-A-Ride has led to a long-standing demand for wheelchair accessible taxicabs.  But harsh financial conditions in New York City have delayed this program.


This bill will make a reasonable accommodation for the disabled by allowing non-New York City residents to park at parking meters in the City without charge.


By enacting this provision, New York City will be extending to visitors privileges which are already granted to New Yorkers by other states including Connecticut and New Jersey.


In Connecticut, Title 14 §  14-253a  subsection e provides: “Vehicles displaying a special license plate or a removable windshield placard issued pursuant to this section or by authorities of other states or countries for the purpose of identifying vehicles permitted to utilize parking spaces reserved for persons with disabilities which limit or impair their ability to walk or blind persons, shall be allowed to park in an area where parking is legally permissible, for an unlimited period of time without penalty, notwithstanding the period of time indicated as lawful by any (1) parking meter, or (2) sign erected and maintained in accordance with the provisions of chapter 249.”


New Haven has an interesting variant on this program by selling vouchers to the disabled that are put on the dashboard.  In this way New Haven collects revenue for the parking space but does not fine the disabled if they fail to return within the time allotted on the meter.


Similarly in New Jersey, title 39 Motor Vehicle and traffic regulations “39:4-207.5. Handicapped parking privileges;  vehicles with permit from another state, district or territory of United States or Canada:
 A motor vehicle with a special license plate, placard or parking permit issued to a handicapped person by another state, district or territory of the United States, or by Canada shall be entitled to special parking privileges for the handicapped established by any law or by any ordinance, resolution or regulation.”
As can be seen, this legislation not only provides a reasonable accommodation, it also grants privileges that are already extended by other states to New Yorkers.

