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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring notice of major street construction projects.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 19-101.2 

INTRODUCTION


On October 8, 2009, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 1063.  This legislation would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, to require the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) to provide notice of major street constructions projects to affected council member(s) and community board(s). Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation and other interested parties.  
BACKGROUND

The City Charter authorizes DOT to have charge and control of the construction, maintenance and repair of public roads, streets, highways, parkways, bridges and tunnels.
  Recently, there have been some complaints that when DOT does a major street construction project, it does not give notice or enough notice to the all parties that might be affected by the project.
  This bill would seek to ensure that the public gets sufficient notice of certain major projects by requiring DOT to at least provide notice to affected community boards and council members.
ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 1063 would add a new section 19-101.2 entitled “Review of major street construction projects” to the code.  Paragraph 1 of subdivision a would define the term  “Affected council member(s) and community board(s),” to mean the council member(s) and community board(s) in whose districts a proposed major street construction project is to be located.  Paragraph 2 of subdivision a would define “Major street construction project,” to mean any street construction project by the department that is projected to alter motor vehicle volumes along the affected streets by ten percent or more. 

Subdivision b of new section 19-101.2 would require the DOT to forward major street construction project plans to affected council member(s) and community board(s).  Each plan would include, at a minimum, the cost of such project, a map showing the streets affected by such project, all traffic studies related to such project, and the projected start and end dates for such project.
Subsection c would provide that upon receipt of such plans, the affected council member(s) and community board(s) shall have thirty days to forward written comments, if any, to the department regarding such plans. 
Subsection d would provide that after receipt of comments, if any, from the affected council member(s) and community board(s), the department shall consider such comments and may incorporate changes, where appropriate, into its major street construction project plan.


Subsection e would provide that DOT forward either an amended major street construction project plan or notice that it will proceed with its original major street construction project plan to the affected council member(s) or community board(s) at least thirty days before starting construction on such project.  

Section two of proposed Int. No. 1063 would provide that this local law take effect sixty days after its enactment.
Int. No. 1063

By Council Members Gerson, Comrie, Foster, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Lappin and Nelson

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to notice of major street construction projects.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-101.2 to read as follows:


§19-101.2  Review of major street construction projects.  a.  For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall be defined as follows:

1.  “Affected council member(s) and community board(s)” shall mean the council member(s) and community board(s) in whose districts a proposed major street construction project is to be located.

2.  “Major street construction project” shall mean any street construction project by the department that is projected to alter motor vehicle volumes along the affected streets by ten percent or more. 

b.  The department shall forward major street construction project plans to affected council member(s) and community board(s).  Each plan shall include, at a minimum, the cost of such project, a map showing the streets affected by such project, all traffic studies related to such project, and the projected start and end dates for such project.

c.  Upon receipt of such plans, the affected council member(s) and community board(s) shall have thirty days to forward written comments, if any, to the department regarding such plans.


d.  After receipt of comments, if any, from the affected council member(s) and community board(s), the department shall consider such comments and may incorporate changes, where appropriate, into its major street construction project plan.

e.  The department shall forward either an amended major street construction project plan or notice that it will proceed with its original major street construction project plan to the affected council member(s) or community board(s) at least thirty days before starting construction on such project.  


§2.  This local law shall take effect sixty days after it is enacted into law. 
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�  City Charter §2903.


�  Michael Crowley, “Honk, Honk, Aaah ” New York Magazine, May 17, 2009, retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://nymag.com/news/features/56794/" ��http://nymag.com/news/features/56794/� on Oct. 6, 2009.  
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