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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Good morning.

          3  My name is Madeline Provenzano, and I am the Chair

          4  of the Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          5                 This Committee has been convened to

          6  consider Intro. No. 186-A, a local law to amend the

          7  Administrative Code of the City of New York, in

          8  relation to creating a right of first refusal and a

          9  first opportunity to purchase.

         10                 At the Stated Meeting that occurred

         11  on July 27th, 2005, the Council was presented with M

         12  642, a communication from the Mayor indicating the

         13  Mayor's veto and disapproval message of Intro. No.

         14  186-A.

         15                 Hence, this Committee must now

         16  consider whether to override the Mayor's veto and to

         17  repass Intro. No. 186-A.

         18                 Number, Intro. No. 186-A was drafted

         19  to address the need to preserve affordable housing

         20  in New York City.

         21                 Intro. No. 186-A would create a

         22  right-of-first refusal and a first opportunity to

         23  purchase which would give tenants and certain

         24  affordable rental housing an opportunity to purchase

         25  the property in which they reside and keep it
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          2  affordable.

          3                 Private owners would be compensated

          4  for their buildings at either an appraised market

          5  price or at the price offered by a bona fide

          6  purchaser.

          7                 Intro. No. 186-A would apply to

          8  certain housing developments, including those

          9  created, administered or supervised by the City or

         10  State under Article II or Article IV of the Private

         11  Housing Finance Law; to developments receiving

         12  project-based assistance under section eight of the

         13  United States Housing Act of 1937, and to housing

         14  developments governed by sections 202, 207, 221,

         15  232, 236 or 811 of the National Housing Act.

         16                 Intro. No. 186-A would establish a

         17  mechanism to help safeguard against the loss of

         18  affordable housing in the City and to ensure that

         19  the assisted rental housing stock is maintained for

         20  the people of New York.

         21                 The sponsor of the bill, Council

         22  Member Alan Gerson, has agreed to keep his words to

         23  under 15. I'm counting.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Who's

         25  counting? But Madam Chair, I think the best thing I
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          2  could do at this time is let the merits of the bill

          3  speak for themselves and just to thank you for your

          4  leadership, thank Speaker Miller for his leadership,

          5  thank the lawyers and staff of this attorney for

          6  their support, and thank this Committee for its due

          7  deliberation and leadership and input in making this

          8  very important tool for affordable housing a

          9  reality.

         10                 And I'll have more to say at the

         11  Stated. Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: I'm sure you

         13  will.

         14                 The Committee will conduct a vote to

         15  override the Mayor's veto of 186-A, and to file M

         16  642 and communication from the Mayor indicating the

         17  Mayor's veto and disapproval message of Intro. No.

         18  186-A.

         19                 We will now take a vote. Is our vote

         20  guy here?

         21                 MS. NASSER: All right. We're going to

         22  couple of the vote on 186-A and to file the Mayor's

         23  Message 642.

         24                 Council Member Provenzano, how do you

         25  vote?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

          3                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

          5  And I want to commend the fine work of Council

          6  Member Gerson on this issue and all the advocates in

          7  the back of the room as well.

          8                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         10                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye. I

         12  want to thank Council Member Gerson, certainly the

         13  staff and the Committee Chair and to say to the

         14  advocates, congratulations. I know that there are

         15  concerns about whether or not this bill will in fact

         16  enable tenants to purchase their apartment because

         17  funding will always be an issue. But I look forward

         18  to trying to work that out with the housing crisis

         19  that I know everyone in this room and this City

         20  feels very deeply about trying to fix and to have

         21  some kind of successful solution.

         22                 I hope that we'll all work together

         23  toward that end.

         24                 I vote aye.

         25                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

          3  explain my vote?

          4                 I vote aye. I want to thank Council

          5  Member Gerson for consistently listening to me

          6  during this process and taking some of my advice and

          7  my concerns about the financing, but as Council

          8  Member Brewer said, the need to preserve our

          9  affordable housing stock requires us to use any

         10  means necessary to try to work together in

         11  government, and hopefully with the banks and all of

         12  who are concerned with saving housing stock for our

         13  City.

         14                 So, I happily vote aye. I want to

         15  thank the Chair and Terzah Nasser for continuing

         16  also to listen to me about my concerns about the

         17  bill and hopefully this will be the start of other

         18  efforts to preserve affordable housing.

         19                 I vote aye. Thank you.

         20                 MS. NASSER: We were joined by Council

         21  Member Fidler.

         22                 We are voting to repass Intro. 186-A

         23  and file the Mayor's Message 642.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I ask

         25  permission to explain my vote.
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          2                 I vote aye. Again, I would repeat the

          3  comments that I made when we passed this out of

          4  Committee originally. Those who have concern about

          5  whether or not this is actually going to work or

          6  we're going to be able to get the financing,

          7  obviously if we don't pass the bill, we'll never

          8  know, we'll never have that opportunity. And, you

          9  know, if it turns out in reality a year from now

         10  that we have a problem in financing, then we'll have

         11  to come back and fix that, but this is an absolute

         12  condition precedent to addressing this issue and

         13  addressing this problem. Again, I congratulate

         14  Council Member Gerson for his leadership on this,

         15  and I just want to say to everyone out there, I

         16  would never be able to go home and face Germani

         17  Williams if I didn't cast this vote again today. He

         18  has been as persistent as anybody and as persuasive

         19  as anybody, and he will always have credibility on

         20  issues like this with me as well. So, I am very

         21  happy to vote aye.

         22                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I vote aye on

         24  both measures. But I just want to congratulate Alan

         25  for doing a great job. But not only that, but as a
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          2  legislative body of the City of New York, Madam

          3  Chair, we have a responsibility to look after the

          4  constituents we represent, and if I ask the majority

          5  of my constituents on this particular matter, they

          6  will want me to vote aye.

          7                 So, I definitely vote aye on both

          8  matters. Thank you.

          9                 MS. NASSER: Council Member Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I also vote aye,

         11  Madam Chair.

         12                 Also, look, I don't even understand

         13  how vetoing something like this is acceptable. The

         14  fact of the matter is, as Chair of the Land Use

         15  Committee and this body, this City Council, has

         16  created thousands of units of affordable housing

         17  throughout the entire City, housing that will not be

         18  built tomorrow. These are units that are available

         19  now, they're available by people that want to live

         20  there, they're people that want to invest in the

         21  City of New York, people that want to take

         22  ownership, and make sure that their community

         23  remains the great place that it is. And I think it's

         24  a very responsible step.

         25                 I do feel we will waste more money in
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          2  the future if we don't do something like this, and

          3  any money invested in this will be well worth the

          4  investment that we make in the people of this City.

          5                 So, I vote aye, and I congratulate

          6  Councilman Gerson. It's been a long time since we

          7  sat down, I think two or three years ago in a little

          8  cafe to talk about this bill, and I think he has

          9  really just taken the ball and taken it to the day

         10  that we are here today, and I want to congratulate

         11  him. And I vote aye.

         12                 MS. NASSER: Council Member James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Permission to

         14  explain my vote?

         15                 I congratulate Councilman Gerson, the

         16  Chairperson, and all the members of the Committee.

         17  And to tenants and neighbors and to Tivoli Towers

         18  and to Ebbetts Field and to 266 Washington Avenue,

         19  and to all residents of Mitchell-Lama co-ops and

         20  tenants, this is a great day.

         21                 And so this bill does in no way

         22  violate eminent domain stature and to all of my

         23  colleagues, and to all of you out there, I would be

         24  introducing legislation today that curbs eminent

         25  domain, the abuse of eminent domain, and I'm asking
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          2  all of my colleagues to sign onto that. And I

          3  proudly, proudly on behalf of all of my

          4  constituents, in an effort to preserve affordable

          5  housing, vote aye.

          6                 MS. NASSER: We were joined by Council

          7  Member Oddo.

          8                 The Committee is conducting a vote to

          9  override the Mayor's veto of 186-A and to file M

         10  642.

         11                 Did you wish to vote, sir?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No.

         13                 MS. NASSER: Okay.

         14                 By a vote of nine in the affirmative,

         15  and one in the negative, no abstentions, the Mayor's

         16  veto of 186-A has been overridden and the Committee

         17  has been voted to file M 642.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: This hearing

         19  is adjourned.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 11:05 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 17th day of August 2005.
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