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RES. NO. 200
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TITLE:

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign, S.4714 and A.6974, legislation that would allow credit to members of the public retirement systems of New York State for military service.
INTRODUCTION

On May 28, 2014, the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Eric Ulrich, held a hearing on Res. No. 200, a Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign, S.4714 and A.6974, legislation that would allow credit to members of the public retirement systems of New York State for military service. This is the second hearing on this resolution. The first hearing was held on May 23, 2014. At the second hearing, the resolution passed by a vote of 5-0.
BACKGROUND
After leaving the military, many veterans choose to continue pursuing careers in public service through employment with federal, state, or local governments.
 In order to attract veterans, and in appreciation for their service, many governments offer incentives to applicants and current employees that served in the military. For example, the New York State Constitution and Civil Service Law contain point preferences for veterans seeking civil service appointments and promotions, awarding non-disabled veterans a five point preference and disabled veterans a ten point preference.
 The State also offers veterans special benefits under its retirement program.

Employees of New York State are eligible for service and disability benefits under the New York State and Local Retirement System (NYSLRS).
 NYSLRS is composed of the Employees’ Retirement System (ERS) and the Police and Fire Retirement System (PFRS), which currently provides pensions to more than 400,000 retirees and beneficiaries.
 Members of NYSLRS who have previous public service may receive credit for that service toward their retirement by purchasing credit, a process known as “buy back.”
 Under State law, veterans can buy back military service to apply toward retirement, but only if their service occurred during certain listed periods of conflict.
 Currently, in order to buy back time served in the military, a veteran must have served in World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, operations in Lebanon between 1983 and 1987, operations in Grenada in 1983, operations in Panama between 1989 and1990, or in the “theater of operations including Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Oman, the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf of Oman, the Persian Gulf, and the Red Sea, and the airspace above” beginning in 1990.
 As women were until recently excluded from serving in combat, many women who served are excluded from participating in the buy back as they would not have been deployed to many of the conflict zones listed in State law, regardless of their desire to serve.

In 2013, legislation was introduced in the New York State Legislature by State Senator William J. Larkin and Assembly Member Amy Paulin to amend State law to allow all veterans, no matter in what era they served, to participate in the military service buy back program.
 The bills would delete all references to dates and specific periods of conflict from State law, so that current and future public employees would be eligible to apply up to three years of military service toward retirement.
 Further, as the amended language would remove references to service in specific combat zones, many women who served would be newly eligible to buy back time spent in the military. 
ANALYSIS 
Res. No. 200 states that approximately 200,000 live in New York City and that a number of these veterans work in the public sector. The resolution argues that the State should honor veterans regardless of whether their service was during a period of conflict. The resolution indicates that the State only allows veterans serving as public employees to apply for credit for time in the military toward the State’s public retirement systems if that service was during certain periods of conflict. The resolution points out that New York’s veterans who have accrued peacetime military service are excluded from buying back such time to count toward their retirement with the State. The resolution notes that buying and applying military service credit toward retirement can substantially increase an employee’s retirement benefits.
The resolution indicates that New York State Senator William J. Larkin and Assembly Member Amy Paulin introduced S.4714 and A.6974, bills that would provide credit to members of public retirement systems for military service regardless of whether such service was during a time of conflict. The resolution states that the legislation would allow New York to honor its veterans and their sacrifices by allowing them to purchase and apply for up to three years credit toward retirement. The resolution discusses how the State could do more to recognize veterans and acknowledge their military service. The resolution further recognizes and acknowledges that our veterans were ready to make sacrifices for their country, including combat service, if such services were required. The resolution calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign, S.4714 and A.6974, legislation that would allow credit to members of the public retirement systems of New York State for military service.

Res. No. 200
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign, S.4714 and A.6974, legislation that would allow credit to members of the public retirement systems of New York State for military service.
By Council Members Ulrich, Dickens, Gentile, Gibson and Rose
 
Whereas, New York City is home to roughly 200,000 veterans, a number of whom are currently public employees that have served in the armed forces throughout various conflicts and during peacetime; and
 
Whereas, New York State should recognize the sacrifices made by veterans, regardless of whether they have served during conflicts or peacetime eras; and
 
Whereas, New York State only permits active public employees who have accrued military service during certain wartime dates to purchase and apply credit for military time served to New York State’s public retirement system; and 
 
Whereas, New York veterans who have accrued peacetime military service are presently

 excluded from purchasing and applying military service credit to the State’s retirement system; and 
 
Whereas, In most cases, purchasing and applying military service credit toward the State’s retirement system would substantially increase an employee’s retirement benefits; and 
 
Whereas, In 2013, New York State Senator William J. Larkin and AssemblyMember Amy Paulin introduced S.4714 and A.6974, respectively, legislation that would provide credit to members of public retirement systems for military service rendered during both peacetime and wartime; and
 
Whereas, S.4714 and A.6974 would allow eligible veterans to purchase and apply for up to a maximum of three years credit toward retirement for military service; and 
 
Whereas, S.4714 and A.6974 would provide an opportunity for New York to honor its veterans by acknowledging the sacrifices they made through military service; and  

 
Whereas, New York State should do more to recognize and acknowledge our veterans, whether peacetime or wartime, who were ready to make any sacrifices, including combat services, if their nation asked; now, therefore, be it
 
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign, S.4714 and A.6974, legislation that would allow credit to members of the public retirement systems of New York State for military service.
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