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Int. No. 577:


By Council Member Comrie.
Title:



A local law to amend the administrative code of the City of 





New York, in relation to billiard and pocket billiard rooms.
Admin. Code:


Amends subdivision 1 of section 20-216 of the administrative code of the City of New York.

INTRODUCTION

On Thursday, May 31, 2007, the Consumer Affairs Committee, chaired by Leroy Comrie, will hear testimony on Int. No. 577, a local law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to billiard and pocket billiard rooms.  Invited to speak on the proposed bill are representatives from the Department of Consumer Affairs (“DCA”), billiard room industry owners and advocates, and members of the public.

BACKGROUND: EXISTING REGULATIONS AND INDUSTRY CONCERNS 

Under the provisions of subchapter four of chapter two of title twenty of the administrative code of the city of New York (“Ad Code”), DCA is responsible for the regulation of the billiard and pocket billiard room industry.  Accordingly, §20-215 of the Ad Code requires a billiard or pocket billiard room to be licensed by the commissioner of the DCA.  

A billiard or pocket billiard room is defined by §20-216 (1) of the Ad Code as “Any room or place in the city in which billiards or pocket billiards are played, or which includes billiard or pocket billiard tables, which are available or held out to persons as being available, for the purpose of playing billiards or pocket billiards.”  With no clear guideline, DCA has traditionally interpreted “tables” as a simple plural: two tables.  

Billiard room and small business advocates alike have argued that many establishments, e.g. bars and lounges, feature more than one billiard table but are in no way functioning as the law’s intended idea of a billiard room.  Advocates have argued that adding this form of licensure to the many other necessities required of small business, particularly those offering patrons the opportunity to play billiards incidental to their main trade, is an unnecessary imposition on their operation.  The Committee intends to explore whether the City’s Administrative Code might be amended to better serve both consumer and business interests. 

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 577


Int. No. 577 would amend the administrative code of the City of New York in order to clarify that certain establishments, e.g. bars and lounges featuring two billiards tables, are not required to seek a billiard room license from DCA.  The presence of three billiard tables would be the new threshold requiring billiard room licensure by DCA.  Int. No. 577 would take effect 120 days after enactment into law.

Int. No. 577

By Council Member Comrie

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to billiard and pocket billiard rooms.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Subdivision 1 of section 20-216 of the administrative code of the city of New York, is hereby amended to read as follows:

1. "Billiard and pocket billiard room". Any room or place in the city in which billiards or pocket billiards are played, [or] and which includes at least three billiard or pocket billiard tables, which are available or held out to persons as being available, for the purpose of playing billiards or pocket billiards. 

§ 2.  This local law shall take effect one hundred twenty days after it shall have been enacted into law; provided that the commissioner may take any actions necessary prior to such effective date for the implementation of this local law including, but not limited to, establishing guidelines and promulgating rules.
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