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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: It was brought to our

          3  attention the extraordinary work of some of the

          4  heroes, the men and women, but in this case just

          5  men, as we said, who work in the Sanitation

          6  Department who every day do a heroic job for the

          7  City and in particular, on one particular day did

          8  something particularly heroic.

          9                 Council Member McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

         11  Mr. Speaker. And thank you for allowing us to

         12  perform this ceremony here today.

         13                 I think we learned a very important

         14  lesson on September 11th, at least for me

         15  personally, because I'm not arrogant enough to think

         16  that I can tell anybody else what their personal

         17  lesson was, but for me the personal lesson was that

         18  heroes, super heroes or athletes, heroes are people

         19  who live next door to us who live in our

         20  communities, and who on any given time will step up

         21  and do a job to save lives, or whatever is needed of

         22  them. And we all know, obviously, that September

         23  11th, our Police and Fire, it was clear what they

         24  did. But on that day, and every day since then, the

         25  men and women of the Sanitation Department worked
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          2  alongside the rescue workers clearing out the debris

          3  and making sure that we need to do what we can as a

          4  City to ease the pain of all those who suffered such

          5  close personal losses.

          6                 And that was something I think that

          7  we all knew, and now just recently on May 30th, an

          8  event happened on Staten Island where a young

          9  gentleman by the name of Ralph Perez was involved in

         10  a car accident outside the Number 2 Garage of the

         11  Sanitation Department around just before midnight,

         12  and his car hit a pole and went onto fire, and

         13  without thinking of their own safety, and like so

         14  many heroes before them, five Sanitation workers got

         15  out and got him out of the car and saved his life.

         16  And we're joined by them today, Patrick Pucci is the

         17  man who educated the victim from the accident and

         18  saved his life.

         19                 Come on over guys. Come over here.

         20  And there were four co-workers who ran out of the

         21  garage and rescued him, and their names, I just want

         22  to read it before we get to proclamations, Arvid

         23  Hernula; Ralph Polumba; Thomas Ogara; and Robert

         24  Simmer. And we're joined by some of their family

         25  today. We're also joined by my colleagues from
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          2  Staten Island, James Oddo, the Minority Leader, and

          3  Andrew Lanza, and also James Davis and John Liu, and

          4  Michael Nelson, and Larry Seabrook, and David

          5  Weprin, and we're all here today, and I think the

          6  beauty of this ceremony is we're also joined by the

          7  Commissioner of the Sanitation Department, John

          8  Doherty, who is here, and also Anthony Lanza from

          9  the union is here representing Peter Scarlotta. So,

         10  we've got the workers and the Administration and the

         11  union, and the City Council of New York, and we're

         12  also here to say to you guys, thanks for doing what

         13  you do every day and thanks when the need is out

         14  there to step up and be the heroes that we all rely

         15  on so much here in the City of New York, and on

         16  behalf of all New Yorkers, and all Staten Islanders,

         17  and Speaker Miller, we give you a heartfelt thanks,

         18  and now we ask the clerk of the City of New York to

         19  read the proclamation, it will become part of the

         20  permanent record of the City of New York.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         22  of New York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         24  New York is proud and pleased to honor Patrick Pucci

         25  for his notorious service and distinguished valor in
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          2  saving the life of Ralph Perez; and

          3                 Whereas: Saving a life is one of the

          4  greatest gifts one individual can give to another

          5  and it is an accomplishment worthy of the utmost

          6  honor, praise and recognition; and

          7                 Whereas: From ploughing the streets

          8  of New York City during the snow storms, or cleaning

          9  up quickly after parades, the New York City

         10  Department of Sanitation Workers have always worked

         11  diligently for all the citizens of our great City,

         12  and as this rescue shows, are well and rightfully

         13  known as New York's strongest; now,

         14                 Therefore, be it known, that the

         15  Council of the City of New York honors these men for

         16  their courageous, compassion and determination in

         17  saving the life of Ralph Perez.

         18                 Signed this 26th day of June of the

         19  year two thousand and two, the Honorable Gifford

         20  Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council; the

         21  Honorable Michael McMahon, Council Member 49th

         22  District; the Honorable James S. Oddo, Minority

         23  Leader, and Council Member 50th District, Staten

         24  Island; and the Honorable Andrew Lanza, Council

         25  Member 51st District, Staten Island.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: And I will

          3  also mention that there is a proclamation for all of

          4  you, which I'll give to you in a minute, and I'm

          5  happy to report that Ralph Perez is going to be

          6  released from the hospital, is on his way to a

          7  recovery and to a life that these men gave back to

          8  him.

          9                 Patrick Pucci; Arnid Hernula; Robert

         10  Simmer; Ralph Polumba; and Thomas Ogara.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Gentlemen, thank you

         12  all very much. Your City is extraordinarily grateful

         13  for your service.

         14                 My colleagues, our next ceremonial is

         15  brought to us by Council Member John Liu. Council

         16  Member Liu.

         17                 We're going to skip Council Member

         18  Liu and come back to him at a slightly later point

         19  in the afternoon ceremonies.

         20                 Who is next? Council Member Seabrook.

         21  Are you ready?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I'm ready.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

         24  Seabrook, the microphone is yours.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you
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          2  very much, Mr. Speaker, and today I'm presenting

          3  proclamations to individuals who have gone above and

          4  beyond the duty of one of the most notable

          5  professions there is in the world and that's

          6  educating children. And these are individuals who

          7  have been in the forefront of the educational

          8  struggle in providing for children when there was no

          9  dollars, no space, and they decided to do this

         10  because they thought it was the right thing to do.

         11                 A couple of weeks ago I put in a

         12  resolution to talk about Head Start, where we were

         13  urging the president to increase the funding for

         14  Head Start, because as you know, Head Start is one

         15  of the most productive programs that this society

         16  has introduced since the great society and it was

         17  cut, and so we were urging the president to put

         18  more. But as I travel along for many years, I saw

         19  these people in the vineyard, and some who have been

         20  in the vineyard for 35 and 40 years and 25 years of

         21  educating our young people and preparing them for

         22  the elementary schools. So, today we wanted to bring

         23  to light these individuals, and there are many, many

         24  more, but we could not do that today, but, Mr.

         25  Speaker, we wanted to recognize these individuals
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          2  who have given so much and dedicated their lives for

          3  the service of children and for the service that's

          4  rendered to the City of New York. And these

          5  honorees, today there are four that are here, and we

          6  have the proclamation here, and they are Miss Joyce

          7  James, Mr. Leo Lawrence, Ms. Eva Daniels, and Miss

          8  Elaine Cole.

          9                 And I might add that these are

         10  individuals who started centers when people said

         11  that it couldn't be done, they did it and were

         12  successful in doing it, and to make it happen, and

         13  they are owed a debt of gratitude, and the gratitude

         14  that we are giving them today is from the Speaker of

         15  the City Council that they could actually be here,

         16  and I made a commitment that one day I would have

         17  you all at City Hall, and so you are at City Hall

         18  today and thanks to the Speaker.

         19                 So, again, I certainly want to

         20  commend, and we're going to have the clerk first and

         21  then the Speaker.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         23  of New York, Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is proud and pleased to honor Joyce L.
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          2  James, for her long and dedicated service to the

          3  community and her outstanding commitment to

          4  education; and

          5                 Whereas: For more than 35 years Miss

          6  James has devoted her time and energy to the care

          7  and education of students of all ages and has always

          8  drawn from a deep, well spring of commitment and

          9  compassion in the work that she does;

         10                 Whereas: Countless lives have been

         11  touched by the work of Miss James, and for this she

         12  is entitled to the highest praise and the deepest

         13  gratitude; now,

         14                 Therefore, be it known, that the

         15  Council of the City of New York honors Joyce L.

         16  James for years of outstanding service to the City

         17  and the community.

         18                 Signed this 26th day of June in the

         19  year two thousand and two, the Honorable Gifford

         20  Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council; the

         21  Honorable Larry B. Seabrook, Council Member 12th

         22  District, Bronx.

         23                 City of New York, Council

         24  Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is proud and pleased to honor Leo Lawrence

          3  for 34 years of outstanding service for the welfare

          4  of children in the community;

          5                 Whereas: Today we pay homage to one

          6  of the City's most committed public servants. It is

          7  the triumph and unwaivering efforts of dedicated

          8  individuals like Leo Lawrence that have advanced the

          9  cause of child welfare; now,

         10                 Therefore, be it known, that the

         11  Council of the City of New York greatly honors Leo

         12  Lawrence for his tireless dedication to children of

         13  the City and for his outstanding service to the

         14  community.

         15                 Signed this 26th day of June 2001,

         16  similarly the Speaker and the Councilman.

         17                 Council, City of New York,

         18  Proclamation.

         19                 The Council of the City of New York

         20  is proud and pleased to honor Ms. Cole for her

         21  outstanding career in public service and valuable

         22  work in the NAACP; and

         23                 Whereas: Meeting the demands and

         24  needs of both parents and their children can be a

         25  difficult task, and Ms. Cole has approached this
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          2  challenge, resourcefulness and initiatives providing

          3  repeatedly to all individuals access to the center

          4  and the community; now,

          5                 Therefore, be it known, the Council

          6  honors Miss Cole for her years of service to the

          7  City and community.

          8                 Again, the Speaker and the Council

          9  member.

         10                 Again, Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is proud and pleased to honor Miss Daniels

         13  for her outstanding career in public service and

         14  valuable work in the NAACP; and

         15                 Whereas: It is the triumph and

         16  unwaivering efforts of dedicated individuals like

         17  Ms. Daniels, that had advanced the African-American

         18  community and the community at large; now,

         19                 Therefore, be it known, that the

         20  Council of the City of New York honors Eva C.

         21  Daniels for her years of outstanding service in the

         22  City and the community.

         23                 Council Speaker Gifford Miller;

         24  Council Member Seabrook.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Ladies and gentlemen,

                                                            14

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  it is our great pleasure to honor you, all of my

          3  colleagues here today, we are pleased to honor you,

          4  and thank you for your tremendous service to this

          5  City over so many years.

          6                 You know, everyone knows early

          7  childhood education is important but once you

          8  actually have a child getting early childhood

          9  education, you really become personally involved in

         10  it. So, I personally thank you, and your City is

         11  extraordinarily grateful for your efforts.

         12                 Our next, as promised earlier,

         13  Council Member John Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Mr.

         15  Speaker.

         16                 I am delighted to be here this

         17  afternoon to honor an outstanding individual in the

         18  community, and before we call her up, let me just

         19  say that Chinese-Americans have been in New York and

         20  United States for well over 150 years, and the

         21  process of moving oneself and one's family halfway

         22  around the world is not an easy task, and once they

         23  get here from a country like China, they're often

         24  faced with language barriers, they're often faced

         25  with language barriers, cultural barriers, and at
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          2  earlier times a great deal of prejudice, racism and

          3  outright hatred.

          4                 Now, this individual that we're about

          5  to honor was a pioneer in helping Chinese immigrants

          6  integrate themselves into a newly adopted country

          7  here in New York and in the United States, and to

          8  help them get assimilated by providing them with

          9  services in Chinese languages, as well as English

         10  language when necessary, helping them find their way

         11  through the maze of government services, as well as

         12  just about the social fabric of New York City, she

         13  set up a hot line in 1947 and until this day the hot

         14  line still remains in operation. So, it's only been

         15  about 55 years, but Susan Wu Rathbone, or as fondly

         16  called "Antie Wu." She has maintained this hot line

         17  and over the decades has established other

         18  longstanding organizations, like the Chinese

         19  Immigrant Services, the American Chinese Women's

         20  Association, and countless other organizations, as

         21  well as functions and activities that have

         22  benefitted the community, and in particular, the

         23  Chinese immigrant community.

         24                 So, it is my tremendous honor to ask

         25  Antie Wu to please stand up and come to the front.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

          3  read the proclamation.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          5  of New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is both pleased and proud to honor Susan Wu

          8  Rothbone for her life of service and dedication to

          9  the community; and

         10                 Whereas: Susan also enjoys a

         11  fulfilling family life. She has been married for 56

         12  years to an American soldier she met during World

         13  War 2 and has two adult sons and one grandson;

         14                 Whereas: Emigrated to the United

         15  States in 1946, a war bride, coming from a prominent

         16  Chinese family into a leading New York family, even

         17  before leaving her homeland, Susan was already

         18  working for the empowerment of others, helping

         19  Chinese women find independence and resist a

         20  tradition of arranged marriages; now,

         21                 Therefore, be it known, that the

         22  Council of the City of New York honors Antie Wu, as

         23  affectionately known, for her life of service and

         24  dedication to the community.

         25                 Signed this 26th day of June, in the
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          2  year Two thousand and two, the Honorable Gifford

          3  Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council; the

          4  Honorable John C. Liu, Council Member 20th District,

          5  Queens.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Antie Wu, on behalf

          7  of a grateful City we say che che (phonetic).

          8                 MS. WU RATHBONE: Thank you, Honorable

          9  Speaker, members of the Council, thank you very much

         10  for this great honor, and special thanks to our very

         11  own Councilman John Liu.

         12                 I started working 50, over 50 years

         13  ago, and it is very difficult, many time I want to

         14  give up, but every time I remembered my father told

         15  me never give up a cause. According to my

         16  experience, Councilpeople, Council members of

         17  elected offices are the people who are tremendous

         18  individuals. Thank you very much. Thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         20                 Council Member Charles Barron is

         21  next. Council Member Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Ladies and

         23  gentlemen, I'm just very, very honored to introduce

         24  you to someone who really made East New York look

         25  great. There's a lot of things in East New York they
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          2  say negatively, but sometimes the positive is not

          3  accentuated. And we have here today, I want to

          4  introduce to you the Jeff Tech Team, and we have a

          5  special guest coming in at this time, if my

          6  colleagues could stand back just a little bit here,

          7  we have a special guest coming in with the Jeff Tech

          8  Team, and his name or her name or its name is TJ1.

          9  This is the robot built by Thomas Jefferson, East

         10  New York student built a robot. Meet TJ1.

         11                 Now, stay away from my pastor now.

         12  The beautiful thing about this, I'll introduce them

         13  to you in a second, but the Jeff Tech Team beat

         14  Stuyvesant and Brooklyn Tech, in a regional and

         15  national competition.

         16                 Now, if you will show the audience

         17  how TJ can lift up his arm, and open him up and grab

         18  the Speaker, and replace me with the Speaker if we

         19  wanted to, and you know that's not one of my

         20  ambitions. But in all due seriousness, Thomas

         21  Jefferson High School, Lena Medly, where's the

         22  principal? I want her to come forth. Give her a big

         23  handclap. We're going to change the name of the

         24  school, don't worry about that. Thomas Jefferson

         25  High School. Anyway, that's not my choice, I'll
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          2  discuss that with the students later, but a lot is

          3  said about Thomas Jefferson High School. If there's

          4  a shooting, the media is there. If there's an

          5  alleged beating, the media is there. But now when

          6  you have some students, who in an ingenuous way,

          7  built a robot, that's what we need to have covered

          8  so we can see what can be done in East New York.

          9                 So, I want them to read the

         10  proclamation now. Let's have the students come on

         11  out. Come on out. And the coach.

         12                 We'll be reading our proclamation,

         13  and maybe you can bring a TJ to the center.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         15  of New York, Proclamation.

         16                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         17  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Thomas

         18  Jefferson High School Robotic Club Jeff Tech, for

         19  winning the judge award at the 2001 national robotic

         20  competition; and

         21                 Whereas: Today we recognize the

         22  students of Thomas Jefferson High School, Jeff Tech,

         23  some of the brightest and most gifted students in

         24  our City. They have demonstrated what is possible

         25  when many come together in the spirit of
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          2  cooperation, invention and unity; now,

          3                 Therefore, be it known, that the

          4  Council of the City of New York honors the student

          5  inventors of Jeff Tech for their achievements,

          6  intelligence, and for building a robot worthy of

          7  inclusion in the next Star War film.

          8                 Signed this 26th day of June the year

          9  two thousand and two, the Honorable Gifford Miller,

         10  Speaker for the Entire Council; the Honorable

         11  Charles Barron, Council member, 42nd District,

         12  Brooklyn; the Honorable Leroy Comrie, Majority Whip

         13  and Council Member 27th District, Queens, and the

         14  honorable Bill Perkins, Deputy Majority Leader,

         15  Council Member 9th District, Manhattan.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Students and

         17  teachers, congratulations. The Council thanks you on

         18  behalf of a grateful city for your extraordinary

         19  work. There's nothing more important than what

         20  you're doing every day.

         21                 Council Member Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Okay, Mr.

         23  Speaker, my colleagues in the Council, not too long

         24  ago New York City, Brooklyn, and the world indeed,

         25  lost a very, very talented, decent individual. His
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          2  name was Alan Dale. His real name, though, was Aldo

          3  Segesmondo, which he happened to be named the most

          4  popular male vocalist in the 1950s, topping Sinatra,

          5  Como, and the rest of them as well.

          6                 He chose, perhaps as importantly to

          7  me, he chose to live -- he was born in Brooklyn, and

          8  he chose to live in Brooklyn his entire life,

          9  regardless of how big he got. He had his own

         10  television show, as a matter of fact on two

         11  different stations, CBS and the Dumont radio station

         12  back in -- I'm sorry, television station back in the

         13  fifties, the Alan Dale Show. He appeared at all the

         14  major nightclubs, some of his biggest hits, where

         15  I'm sure even those of us who are younger remember,

         16  "Oh Marie; Dark Town Strutters Ball; Cherry Pink,"

         17  and "Apple Blossom White; Sweet and Gentle; Hard of

         18  My Heart. This was a top-notch entertainer who

         19  walked among us in Brooklyn, never, never lauding it

         20  over any of us, indeed he was the type of the

         21  proverbial guy who would take his shirt off his

         22  back.

         23                 He was in, as a matter of fact, a few

         24  films. One of them was 1956 called Don't Knock The

         25  Rock, which became sort of a cult favorite, and I'm
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          2  sure many of you heard it, and, again, he never

          3  lived outside of Brooklyn. He visited, he

          4  entertained in Vegas, in all the great places, but

          5  he chose to live, and he did recently, as I

          6  mentioned, die in Brooklyn, as was his wish.

          7                 I'd like to bring up his family

          8  members. His wife, Heddie Dale, if you'll please

          9  come up, Heddie; and his close family friends,

         10  Michael and Anthony and Rose Gregorio, and Frank and

         11  Stella Lelo, if you'll please come up.

         12                 Steve, is that set up? And just for

         13  30 seconds of Alan Dale, if you would.

         14                 (Playing music.)

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: That was just

         16  one of Al Dale songs. So, if the Italian Caucus, and

         17  all the members of the Council would join us?

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         19  read the proclamation.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         21  New York, Proclamation.

         22                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         23  New York celebrates the life and mourns the passing

         24  of a great entertainer, and a true Brooklynite, Alan

         25  Dale, of Bayridge; and
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          2                 Whereas: Alan Dale of Brooklyn passed

          3  away on Saturday, April 20th, at the age of 73; and

          4                 Whereas: Born in New York, on July

          5  1928, Alan Dale remained always a life-long New

          6  Yorker, and a dedicated Brooklynite and established

          7  a powerful and enduring bond of love for our City

          8  and it did with him; and

          9                 Whereas: The Council, be it known,

         10  the City of New York's Council celebrates the life

         11  and mourns the passing of Alan Dale, and extends its

         12  deepest sympathy to his family and friends in

         13  today's honor.

         14                 Signed this 26th day of June in the

         15  year two thousand and two, the Honorable Gifford

         16  Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council; the

         17  Honorable Michael C. Nelson, Councilman, 48th

         18  District, Brooklyn; the Honorable Domenic Recchia,

         19  Jr., Council Member 47th District, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mrs. Dale, friends

         21  and family, the City of New York mourns the loss of

         22  a great New Yorker and a great Brooklynite, but also

         23  celebrates his life with you for the extraordinary

         24  contributions that he made to this City and to our

         25  country. Thank you.
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          2                 Next, my colleagues, we're going to

          3  honor John Zissel. Johnny. Jonny, 40 years, wow.

          4  Whoa.

          5                 Johnny, it's been 40 years that

          6  Johnny has been with the City of New York, and I

          7  want you all to know that Johnny hasn't missed a day

          8  of work since right around the same time that I was

          9  conceived. It's true. That's a true story. If the

         10  clerk would read the proclamation.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         12  of New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is proud and pleased to honor respectfully

         15  John John, on the occasion of his 40th anniversary

         16  as an employee of the City of New York; and.

         17                 Whereas: As we know him "John John"

         18  is a beloved and welcomed presence throughout the

         19  corridor of City Hall, corridors that he comes to

         20  know better than anyone else, politician or

         21  otherwise, over the last four decades; and

         22                 Whereas: John is a humble man who

         23  appreciates the type of power he exercise, we at the

         24  City Council fully agree no one could turn out the

         25  lights on a Stated Council Meeting quicker than he
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          2  could; and

          3                 Whereas: For his unseizing commitment

          4  to ensuring that the City Hall has always been kept

          5  in tip-top shape, the Council would like to extend

          6  to John the deepest gratitude of this legislative

          7  body for 40 years of distinguished service to the

          8  City of New York; now,

          9                 Therefore, be it known, that the

         10  Council of the City of New York honors John for 40

         11  years of outstanding service to the City and the

         12  community.

         13                 Signed this 26th day of June in the

         14  Year 2002, the Honorable Gifford Miller, Speaker for

         15  the Entire Council; the Honorable James S. Oddo,

         16  Minority Leader, Council Member 50th District,

         17  Staten Island.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Johnny,

         19  congratulations. Thank you for your service to this

         20  City.

         21                 JOHNNY: It feels strange seeing

         22  children of Councilmen that I worked under, and it

         23  feels strange that the two guys that honor me, I can

         24  classify as my sons. Thank you for everything, and

         25  have a pleasant day.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Johnny.

          3  Thank you. God bless you.

          4                 Council Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          6  much, Speaker Miller.

          7                 We have a very distinguished moment.

          8  I'm going to ask all of the members of the House of

          9  the Lord Church, to come and join their Pastor. Come

         10  forward. We are honoring today the Reverend Herbert

         11  Daughtry. Let's give him a big handclap. We want all

         12  of you to come forward.

         13                 We want to thank you for the honoring

         14  of Reverend Herbert Daughtry, who has had many, many

         15  years of struggle in our community. The proclamation

         16  will speak for itself but I am indeed honored to say

         17  that this City Council has chosen to honor one of

         18  the greatest New Yorkers in the history of this City

         19  in Reverend Herbert Daughtry.

         20                 So, we're going to let the

         21  proclamation speak for itself, but on this day,

         22  Reverend Daughtry, we honor you.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         24  of New York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is proud and pleased to honor Reverend Dr.

          3  Herbert Daughtry for his outstanding dedication to

          4  serve in the spiritual needs of the City and the

          5  community; and

          6                 Whereas: In times of crisis, in times

          7  of calm, we look to the religious leaders of our

          8  community for direction, strength and purpose,

          9  individuals of high moral imperative, that helps

         10  renew our faith and increase the spiritual dimension

         11  of our lives; and

         12                 Whereas: Reverend Dr. Herbert

         13  Daughtry has ministered to those in need for the

         14  past 44 years, offering leadership and great good

         15  works which have improved the quality of life for

         16  thousands in the community, both socially and

         17  spiritually; and

         18                 Whereas: Reverend Daughtry comes from

         19  a family that has produced at least five generations

         20  of distinguished black church men and women leaders,

         21  and in this regard, he has continued the legacy of

         22  spiritual guidance and leadership handed down to him

         23  by his father Bishop Alfonso Daughtry; and

         24                 Whereas: Reverend Daughtry has been a

         25  force for social change, as well as a spiritual
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          2  solace, and has been at the forefront of national

          3  and international human and civil rights issues for

          4  many years. His contributions have made a

          5  significant impact on the community and the nation;

          6  and

          7                 Whereas: Reverend Daughtry has been

          8  an outspoken activist and critic on such issues as

          9  education, police misconduct, and community

         10  improvement, and in so doing has helped bring about

         11  positive change in these areas; and

         12                 Whereas: His compassion and

         13  commitment has earned Reverend Dr. Herbert Daughtry

         14  the claim and honors given him by a number of

         15  organizations, and his achievements have richly

         16  benefitted the community and the City for which this

         17  body is grateful; now,

         18                 Therefore, be it known, that the

         19  Council of the City of New York honors Reverend Dr.

         20  Herbert Daughtry for years of outstanding service to

         21  the City and the community.

         22                 Signed this 26th day of June in the

         23  year two thousand and two, the Honorable Gifford

         24  Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council; the

         25  Honorable Charles Barron, Council Member 42nd
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          2  District, Brooklyn; the Honorable Leroy Comrie,

          3  Majority Whip, Council Member 27th District, Queens;

          4  the Honorable Bill Perkins, Deputy Majority Leader,

          5  Council Member 9th District, Manhattan.

          6                 Mr. Speaker.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Reverend Daughtry,

          8  our grateful City thanks you for all you've done for

          9  all of us, and not just in New York but across the

         10  world, and we would be very honored if you would

         11  begin the meeting by doing the invocation for us.

         12                 REVEREND DAUGHTRY: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Ladies and

         15  gentlemen, we're going to now open  the recessed

         16  meeting of June 5th, 2002, held on June 26th, 2002,

         17  can we please call the roll.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Present.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Present.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Mr.

         23  Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: The quorum is

          3  present and we will now adjourn the meeting and we

          4  will open the Stated Council Meeting for June 26th.

          5                 Roll call, please.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES:: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here, and

         18  thank you.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Mr.

         12  Miller.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: The quorum is

         16  present and we will now hear the invocation

         17  delivered by Reverend Herbert Daughtry.

         18                 Everybody please rise.

         19                 REVEREND DAUGHTRY: Thank you very

         20  much. May I just use a few seconds of my invocation

         21  time to talk to God, who already know all about us

         22  anyway, to express my profound appreciation for the

         23  proclamation.

         24                 I hope you do not think it vain of me

         25  to say I've been honored all over this country, in
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          2  the Congress state, but it is something special

          3  about being honored in your home base, so I want to

          4  thank you very much, especially insofar as in the

          5  place where you were once vilified to come back and

          6  to so be honored by the people for whom you have the

          7  highest esteem.

          8                 Let me say also, as an old man now,

          9  having seen 72 winters, to look across this place

         10  and see the children of the people with whom I've

         11  struggled for so many years. I'm looking at Rivera

         12  here, your dear father came out in August of 1979,

         13  and when Louie Baez was gunned down with multiple

         14  bullet shots we marched the streets together. I look

         15  and I see Boyland, whose father still struggles with

         16  us; Yvette Clarke's mother always passionate about

         17  education. And I saw the daughter of our friend,

         18  long-time friend, Councilman Foster, who struggled

         19  with us in the Bronx around police questions and

         20  organizing black churches; and, of course, my

         21  parishoner and my friend and my son, Charles Barron,

         22  who I first met as a sophomore at Hunter College. I

         23  want to thank you so much, and I do feel a sense of

         24  fulfillment, there's something special about this

         25  Congress.
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          2                 Then finally, there's an irony about

          3  my being here. You know, I brought something. In

          4  February of 1991, I was invited to offer the

          5  Invocation in the House of Representatives. At that

          6  time the Gulf War raged, and I remember saying in my

          7  prayer that God would end the war. When I returned

          8  home, and as I was in the car, I heard the President

          9  Bush, not this one, his father, say "and we have

         10  decided to end the war in the Gulf." And when I got

         11  home I called people back in Washington and I told

         12  them, now, when you have a war don't take so long to

         13  call me, call me early so we can get this thing over

         14  with. Don't call me about any little stuff, call me

         15  when you want to end the war.

         16                 Well, here we are today, some ten

         17  years later, and we still have a war going. So, we

         18  shall entreat the Almighty and perhaps the Almighty

         19  will give us peace in the land and end the war

         20  across the world.

         21                 Let us pray.

         22                 Our God, God of our weary years and

         23  God of our silent tears, Thou who has brought us

         24  this far on the way;

         25                 Oh, God, our help in ages past, and
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          2  our hope for years to come, our shelter from the

          3  stormy blast in our eternal home;

          4                 We pray for peace in the world. We

          5  pray that the conflict might cease, our children

          6  might come home and the killing might stop, and the

          7  men and women will live together in peace;

          8                 We pray for this illustrious body,

          9  these men and these women upon whose shoulder rests

         10  such awesome, awesome responsibility to make

         11  decisions as regard the resources of your earth. May

         12  their visions be clear, may their principles be

         13  unquestioned, and may they do what it is you would

         14  have them to do.

         15                 And as we struggle around the issues

         16  that concern us - reparation, political prisoners -

         17  as we struggle around which way the resources should

         18  go - education - we want to do the right thing. If

         19  we affirm in the conviction that everybody wants to

         20  do the right thing, but we are honest enough to say

         21  we don't always know what that is, help us then to

         22  make the right decisions, the decisions that will be

         23  sanctioned by you.

         24                 In your name we pray, amen.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: We will now
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          2  hear the adoption of the minutes by Council Member

          3  Reyna.

          4                 Oh, we're going to first spread the

          5  Invocation by Council Member Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Sir, Majority

          7  Leader, I make a motion to spread the Invocation in

          8  full upon the record.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So moved.

         10                 We will now hear the adoption of the

         11  minutes by Council Member Diana Reyna.

         12                 We will now move to have Council

         13  Member Fidler do the adoption of the minutes.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I move that we

         15  adopt the minutes of the Stated Meeting of May 8th,

         16  2002.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Messages and

         18  Papers from the Mayor.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 221.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         21  Elections.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 222.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         24  Elections.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 223.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          3  Elections.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA:

          5  Communications from the City, County and Borough

          6  Offices.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: None. I'm sorry.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

         10  Communications.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

         13  Call-Ups.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 224. By

         15  Council Member Brewer.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a call-up

         17  vote.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 225. By

         19  Council Member Katz.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on a call-up

         21  vote.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 226, by

         23  Council Members Monserrate and Sears.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

         25  vote.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 227 by

          3  Council Member Recchia.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

          5  vote.

          6                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          7  call the roll on all items coupled on the call-up

          8  vote.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I will support

         21  all. But I just want to mention that the Land Use

         22  call-up that mentions my name is for 65 and 67 West

         23  87th Street. They are two of the 14 buildings that

         24  are part of the west side urban renewal area, and I

         25  think some of us forget that in the 1960s and 1970s
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          2  we practiced urban removal, and those of us on the

          3  west side, as well as other communities, are

          4  struggling still to maintain low-income housing and

          5  this is an example, so these two buildings will be

          6  going into the tenant interim lease program, but it

          7  took many years of struggle for both west-siders and

          8  others to keep that process going forward. I vote

          9  aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Mr. Majority

         12  Leader, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Of course.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I rise today

         15  to address my colleagues on the issue of Resolution

         16  12-A which was submitted before my Committee by

         17  Council Member Perkins.

         18                 I, first of all, applaud Mr. Perkins

         19  on his leadership and tenacity on the tumultuous --

         20  forget it, folks.

         21                 Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present, for

         24  the second roll call, and aye on all. I'm still

         25  here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Mr.

         10  President Pro-Tem, I vote aye on all Land Use

         11  Call-Ups.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes to all,

          4  and present for the last roll call.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

          6  all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all, and

         13  I'd like to be marked present. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes to all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: The vote is

         17  45 in the affirmative and zero in the negative.

         18                 We will now call on Council Member

         19  Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Hi. Thank you

         21  for permission to vote on all the coming items. I

         22  have to leave for an emergency. I vote aye on all

         23  the items, except Reso 12-A, I vote no.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: That's

         25  accepted. And we will now hear communication from
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          2  the Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: No communication at

          4  this time.

          5                 We've had enough communications.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: We will now

          7  move to General Discussion.

          8                 First we have Council Member James

          9  Davis.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I'd like for my

         11  colleagues to support preconsidered Land Use 203.

         12  This deals with housing in my district, which is the

         13  35th Councilmanic District, housing for the elderly.

         14  And I ran on a platform that we would take care of

         15  our elderly and our low-income seniors, and I would

         16  appreciate it if my colleagues would join me in

         17  voting aye on preconsidered land use 203, and I

         18  thank Chairman Weprin and the other members of the

         19  Finance Committee, for allowing this to come to the

         20  floor today.

         21                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: We will now

         23  hear from Councilwoman Yvette Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

         25  This is so wild. Anyway, I rise today to address my
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          2  colleagues on the issue of Resolution 12-A, which

          3  was submitted before my Committee by Council Member

          4  Perkins. I applaud Council Member Perkins on his

          5  leadership and tenacity on this very tumultuous

          6  issue.

          7                 The death penalty in New York is in a

          8  crisis situation. It is applied with racial and

          9  economic bias, and it is clear, based on the

         10  historic precedent that innocent people have been

         11  convicted to die.

         12                 Prudence demands that Governor Pataki

         13  pause executions until a review of the system can be

         14  conducted, hence the moratorium. This message is

         15  clear. In response to the glaring flaws in the

         16  administration of capital punishment, the nation

         17  should conduct a thorough nationwide review of the

         18  death penalty. No executions should go forward until

         19  the State and federal administration creates an

         20  independent Blue Ribbon Commission examining the

         21  system of capital punishment systems so riddled with

         22  errors that for every eight people executed in the

         23  modern death penalty era, one person on death row

         24  has been found innocent.

         25                 No one would buy a particular car if
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          2  the brakes failed in one car every eight cars that

          3  came off the lot, and we should never accept that

          4  level of error when people's lives hang in the

          5  balance.

          6                 The commission appointed by Governor

          7  Ryan has taken a hard look at the state's death

          8  penalty system, which has freed more men from its

          9  death row than it has executed since Illinois

         10  reinstated the death penalty in 1977. Yet, no

         11  thorough study of the federal death penalty, or the

         12  death penalty in 37 other states has been conducted

         13  since the Supreme Court first declared capital

         14  punishment unconstitutional in the United States in

         15  1972, or since Governor Pataki reinstated the death

         16  penalty in 1995.

         17                 As recently as this past week, the US

         18  Supreme Court has ruled on the inconsistencies and

         19  disparities of death sentences by judges, not

         20  juries, and the execution of the mentally

         21  incompetent as unconstitutional. Two unprecedented

         22  rulings that will have no doubt turned the arguments

         23  for capital punishment on its head, so I stand today

         24  to elicit your support on this most important piece

         25  of legislation, and it is with a triumphant heart
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          2  that I vote aye, even though we haven't voted yet.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER MARTINEZ: We will now

          4  hear from Councilwoman Margarita Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I am very sorry

          6  to ask my colleagues to allow me to vote out of

          7  place. I have a personal problem that I have to

          8  leave, and this is the first time that I ask for

          9  this privilege, since I have been here in the

         10  Council.

         11                 I vote aye in all orders of the

         12  calendar and I appreciate that the Speaker has

         13  allowed me to vote before other people.

         14                 I just want to make two comments. I

         15  feel very fulfilled that today we are voting in the

         16  resolution about the death penalty. No human being

         17  have the right to kill another human being, and the

         18  state, more than nobody has that right.

         19                 And the second comment is in regard

         20  of a resolution that is in the Stated Council

         21  Meeting today from this body supporting preapproved

         22  Medicaid for people with mental illness, when they

         23  are detained in the present system, that at the time

         24  that they are discharged, they can come out with

         25  Medicaid preapproved.
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          2                 I hope that my colleagues vote for

          3  these two pieces of legislation, and thank you very

          4  much for allowing me to vote out of order.

          5                 I also would like to vote on the

          6  ULURP items. Aye on all, and I also thank you very

          7  much. Have a good day everybody.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          9                 We will now hear from Council Member

         10  Charles Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you. I

         12  rise to support the -- to speak on the death

         13  penalty. One, it has been proven by studies that the

         14  death penalty has not been a deterrent to crime. It

         15  has proven that innocent people were on death row

         16  and had to be released. It has been proven that a

         17  racially disproportionate amount of black people are

         18  on death row, and get unjustly convicted. This is

         19  not the time for the State to participate in murder.

         20  I think it is the time for us to put a moratorium on

         21  the death penalty, do the studies that need to be

         22  done, so that not one single innocent life is lost

         23  because of an imperfect system. So, I rise to say

         24  that we should support this resolution.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Next we'll
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          2  hear from Council Member Helen Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you. I

          4  just want to take this opportunity to vote aye on

          5  all items today. I need to be excused for personal

          6  matters.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Next we'll

          9  hear from Council Member Phil Reed.

         10                 Councilwoman Gale Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

         12                 In comparison to the issue of death

         13  penalty, which I do not think should exist in New

         14  York, as it doesn't in several other states with

         15  Republican Governors.

         16                 I am rising to talk about two issues

         17  which are certainly not as significant as life and

         18  death, but I certainly want to say that I do support

         19  the bicycle bill that I know was initiated as an

         20  issue by the Speaker and now is coming up again to

         21  make bicyclists on sidewalks something of the past

         22  so that our seniors in particular are not terrified

         23  when they walk down the sidewalk.

         24                 I mention this with some caution,

         25  however, because I think that as time goes on, I
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          2  hoped there would be perhaps some regulations that

          3  clarifies some portions of the bill, because I have

          4  received several calls and letters and e-mails from

          5  individuals, from parents in particular, who are

          6  concerned that when riding with their very small

          7  children, they, too, could be subject to arrest. So,

          8  I will vote for it, but I look forward to refining

          9  it.

         10                 And I also want to congratulate Eva

         11  Moskowitz for her work on the issue of newsracks,

         12  which is perhaps parts of Brooklyn and certainly a

         13  Manhattan issue with 21 newsracks on one corner in

         14  my district. And I know between the First Amendment

         15  and those of us who are tripping over them as we try

         16  to get across the street, there's a very fine line.

         17                 So, I congratulate her for moving

         18  that forward. I look forward to hopefully seeing

         19  some real change. Thank you very much.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         21  Member Miguel Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you. I

         23  just rise to commend Council Member Perkins on the

         24  resolution on the moratorium against the death

         25  penalty. Many of my colleagues have already
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          2  expressed the sentiment and the feeling and with

          3  great pride and joy I vote aye on the item.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Next we'll

          5  hear from Council Member Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Chair.

          8                 My fellow colleagues and members of

          9  the public, I rise to speak out against the

         10  Appellate Division Decision yesterday afternoon

         11  against the 1.1 million school children. I was

         12  shocked and dismayed to say the least about this

         13  decision. I've issued with CFE a five-page summary

         14  of this 69-page decision for your information, and I

         15  ask all of you to speak out at every opportunity

         16  against the injustice against the children of New

         17  York State.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Pardon me,

         19  Council member, unfortunately I was informed that we

         20  can't speak in this portion of the Stated Council

         21  until later on in reference to this particular item.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: My

         23  understanding, this was not on the bill, but this

         24  was just general discussion.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Only in
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          2  reference to the general orders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I'm sorry.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I apologize

          5  about that.

          6                 Council Member John Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Majority Leader.

          9                 And my colleagues, my colleagues, I

         10  would like to call to your attention proposed Intro.

         11  No. 116-A which is scheduled for a vote today. It

         12  was passed by the Transportation Committee.

         13                 The objective of this bill is to

         14  increase public safety on the City's sidewalks.

         15                 Proposed Intro. No. 116-A would amend

         16  the current law relating to riding bicycles on City

         17  sidewalks. The bill accomplishes two very important

         18  goals. First, the legislation would rectify an

         19  enforcement infirmity present in the existing law.

         20                 The current standard that exposes an

         21  offender to penalties is when a rider creates "a

         22  substantial risk of physical injury to another

         23  person."

         24                 The Police Department has indicated

         25  that its officers and employees are having a
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          2  difficult time interpreting this standard.

          3                 In order to make the standard more

          4  straightforward and easier to enforce, the term was

          5  replaced by "in a manner that endangers any other

          6  person or property." The NYPD has expressed that it

          7  is comfortable with this revised standard, and that

          8  we will see its enforcement on the City's sidewalks.

          9                 The second thing that proposed Intro.

         10  Number 116-A does is to increase the severity of

         11  penalties for a cyclist who endangers another person

         12  or property, as well as provide for the

         13  discretionary imposition of greater penalties for

         14  riders who make physical contact with any other

         15  person.

         16                 The bill also provides harsher

         17  penalties for repeat offenders.

         18                 In short, I believe that Intro. 116-A

         19  serves to repair the existing law, as well as

         20  strengthen it, not only will the law be more

         21  effectively enforced, but the possible imposition of

         22  higher fines for offenders should act as a deterrent

         23  to unlawful bicycle riding on the sidewalk, thereby

         24  making our sidewalks a safer place.

         25                 In summary, I wish to state that I
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          2  believe Intro. 116-A is an important, a well-written

          3  bill, and I urge you to vote in favor of it. I'm

          4  proud to be a sponsor of the bill along with our

          5  Speaker Gifford Miller. This is a bill that enhances

          6  safety on public sidewalks.

          7                 There are also issues related to

          8  motorists --

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Can you

         10  respect our members, please? Hold it down in the

         11  gallery. Thank you very much.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: There are also

         13  important issues related to pedestrians endangered

         14  by motorists, and under our laws, the laws governing

         15  motor vehicles are generally falling under state

         16  law.

         17                 To the extent that the City Council

         18  can address it, I'd be happy to address those issues

         19  in the Transportation Committee.

         20                 Thank you for your attention and your

         21  indulgence, and hopefully your support of this

         22  measure.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         24  Member Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Leader.

          3                 I just want to briefly address three

          4  bills under consideration this afternoon session.

          5                 First, I join my colleagues, my

          6  outspoken colleague Yvette Clarke and other

          7  colleagues in supporting the moratorium on the death

          8  penalty. I would just add that it should be noted,

          9  we are one of the few societies in this world which

         10  allows for the imposition of a civilian death

         11  penalty on the basis of circumstantial evidence.

         12                 I think that flies against a basic

         13  standard of indeed human rights, and I think a

         14  moratorium is a first step for coming up with a

         15  penal system that will both uphold the law and

         16  uphold the sanctity of human life.

         17                 I would also add it's been proven

         18  that the death penalty statute on the books do not

         19  serve as a deterrent, and, therefore, there really

         20  can be no justification for their perpetuation.

         21                 So, I join in supporting the

         22  moratorium, and urge my colleagues to do so.

         23                 Secondly, I want to call my

         24  colleagues' attention to Resolution 312-A, which is

         25  the extension of a pilot payment in lieu of real
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          2  estate taxes for a low-income housing development on

          3  the lower east side of my district.

          4                 I want to thank Finance Committee

          5  Chair David Weprin, our Speaker, our leadership, our

          6  Majority Whip Leroy Comrie, and you, sir, Mr.

          7  Leader, for your support of this bill.

          8                 I would just add, this is a lower

          9  income diverse housing complex in financial

         10  difficulty, which has been greatly exacerbated by

         11  the difficulties associated with 9/11 and

         12  specifically the imposition of significant

         13  additional expenses to clean up and restore a decent

         14  air quality and safety level to that complex.

         15                 Finally, Mr. Chair, I want to join in

         16  supporting the bicycle safety bill, and thank Chair

         17  John Liu and the Committee for tackling the issue of

         18  pedestrian safety on sidewalks, which is very

         19  important.

         20                 I would just add, I hope that this

         21  bill can be followed up by a broader measure of

         22  bicycle safety that adds needed protection to

         23  bicyclists in our street, as part of our efforts to

         24  make our City totally bicycle friendly, which I know

         25  is the intent of the Committee and the Council, and
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          2  I hope this bill will not be enforced in a way which

          3  gives criminal records to first-time young

          4  offenders.

          5                 I thank you and I thank my

          6  colleagues.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          8  very much.

          9                 Next we'll hear from Council Member

         10  Oddo, the Minority Leader of the City Council.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, sir.

         12                 I just want to speak, spend two

         13  minutes to talk about the two appointments that

         14  we'll be voting on for the City Planning Commission,

         15  and I want to reiterate some of the comments I made

         16  to those individuals during the Committee.

         17                 I speak very parochially, but I'm

         18  sure my comments apply to the communities,

         19  represented by all of you, my colleagues. Council

         20  Member Lanza, Council Member McMahon and I, come

         21  from a borough that is played by what we deem as

         22  over-development. The builders and developers are

         23  playing by the rules, but the rules are outdated.

         24  And the three of us are working diligently to try to

         25  strengthen those rules, and we admit very frankly
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          2  that the developers and the builders and their hired

          3  guns, their dream team know how to manipulate the

          4  rules much better than we do, and we are in the

          5  process of sort of hiring our own dream team, and

          6  getting up to speed and really tightening these

          7  rules.

          8                 Our community is literally under

          9  siege. The integrity and character of communities

         10  change daily, where one family home stands, or once

         11  stood, now you have multi-unit attached housing.

         12                 And this is a plea from Council

         13  Members McMahon, Lanza and Oddo, to Mr. Eaddy and

         14  Ms. Phillips, who seem to be very qualified and seem

         15  to be a welcomed addition to the City Planning.

         16                 Please look at our faces, you're

         17  going to be seeing them come before you on

         18  down-zoning. We need allies, we need friends.

         19                 We want rational development in our

         20  community. We want some sanity injected into this

         21  process, and we look upon Mr. Eaddy and Ms. Phillips

         22  as new allies and friends of Staten Island and all

         23  of our communities that are plagued by

         24  over-development, and I welcome them and I encourage

         25  my colleagues to vote aye on their application.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Next we'll

          4  hear from Council Member Gennaro.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

          7                 I rise today to speak in favor of

          8  Resolution 12-A on the moratorium of the death

          9  penalty. I proudly add my name today as a sponsor to

         10  this resolution, and it's not every day that we get

         11  the opportunity to vote on issues of life and death.

         12  We have that opportunity today.

         13                 I'm trying to conceive in my mind,

         14  you know, justifications for not having the

         15  moratorium, I cannot come up with any.

         16                 I proudly add my name in support of

         17  this resolution. I urge all my colleagues to do the

         18  same.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         21  very much.

         22                 Next we'll hear from Council Member

         23  Melinda Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you very

         25  much. I rise today to bring attention to a Land Use

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  project in Staten Island called Bricktown. This was

          3  a project, my colleagues, that went from 67 acres to

          4  42 acres, and is a disposition of property and

          5  special permits for parking and a store over 10,000

          6  feet in a manufacturing district.

          7                 I rise simply to thank the staff of

          8  the Land Use Division, to thank my colleagues on the

          9  Land Use Committee, to thank the Mayor's Office, as

         10  well as John Crotty and Felix, and especially to

         11  thank the Minority Leader and the Speaker for their

         12  patience as to work through this project on a daily

         13  basis. The Speaker called various meetings and made

         14  sure that my colleague in the City Council, Andrew

         15  Lanza, was assured by the Mayor's Office of many

         16  things that he was concerned about for his district,

         17  and was assured by the Mayor's Office that they

         18  would be delivering things to the district and keep

         19  their promises to make sure that the district was

         20  well represented.

         21                 So, I want to thank everyone for

         22  that. I would also like to give my added

         23  congratulations or support to Joel Miele, who has

         24  been recommended by the Rules Committee for a member

         25  of New York City Board of Standards and Appeals.
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          2  When I worked for Borough President Clair Shulman,

          3  he was the Commissioner of DEP for Queens, and I had

          4  a great time working with him and very, very

          5  responsive to the concerns of the people of Queens,

          6  and I know he will be responsive to the people of

          7  the City of New York.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Next we will

         10  hear from Council Member Diaz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Temporary Public Advocate.

         13                 I just would like to talk about

         14  Intro. 116-A. As much as I love my Speaker, and as

         15  much as I would like to support these, I have some

         16  questions. Even though I understand the purpose of

         17  the introduction of the legislation, the problem is

         18  that I do not understand yet, I am not clear yet,

         19  what will happen to the poor people in the South

         20  Bronx that are walking the street with their

         21  children, and their children are riding a bicycle;

         22  are they going to get a ticket? Are the mothers in

         23  our poor neighborhood going to get tickets?

         24  Sometimes mothers and fathers in our poor district

         25  don't have the money or the time to go to parks
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          2  sometimes to take their children to ride, and

          3  sometimes they go out to buy groceries and they take

          4  their children on their bicycle and their tricycle;

          5  are they going to get tickets to those mothers?

          6                 So, as much as I would like to

          7  support these, I'm going to abstain today until I

          8  get some kind of clarification on these kind of

          9  legislation.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Next we will

         11  hear the Report of Special Committees.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: I rest my case.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Scratch that.

         14  We will now hear from Council Member Oliver Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you

         16  very much, Mr. Chairman, and ladies and gentlemen.

         17  With all due respect to the traditions of the body,

         18  and I realize that I'm relatively new to this body,

         19  I would suggest to the Speaker that when we discuss

         20  these matters on general orders, there be some

         21  attempt made to discuss the separate matters that

         22  are up for final vote separately, so there would be

         23  a little bit more coherence of the discussion.

         24                 I think, for instance, the matter of

         25  the moratorium on the death penalty in New York

                                                            69

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  State, should be focused on separately because of

          3  it's great importance.

          4                 I'm pleased and proud of the fact

          5  that for over 20 years in the State Legislature, I

          6  voted in opposition to the death penalty and in fact

          7  in one year, and I don't remember which it was now,

          8  I think it was 1973, the Legislature actually

          9  repealed the death penalty under a republican

         10  leadership, and a republican governor, as I recall

         11  it.

         12                 However, unfortunately, after I left

         13  the legislature, and that doesn't have anything to

         14  do with it, the death penalty was reinstated in New

         15  York State by the current Governor, because the

         16  prior Governor, Governor Cuomo, had always vetoed

         17  the death penalty after it had been passed by the

         18  Legislature.

         19                 It is particularly more appropriate

         20  to have a moratorium on the death penalty,

         21  especially in light of the re-examination of the

         22  death penalty by the Supreme Court, which only in

         23  the last few days held that many state laws were in

         24  fact unconstitutional because they provide for the

         25  execution of those with mental disability.
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          2                 The fact is that there are many

          3  problems with the death penalty, aside from the fact

          4  that it is not a deterrent and should not be part of

          5  our criminal justice system because it is not a

          6  deterrent, and because, of course, mistakes can be

          7  made and people can be executed unjustly.

          8                 It's time for a complete

          9  re-examination. The State should join other

         10  jurisdictions and enact a moratorium immediately so

         11  that there are no executions in New York, and

         12  hopefully will not be any executions in New York.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 If there are no more Discussion on

         17  General Orders, we will now hear the Report of

         18  Special Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Report on

         21  Standing Committees.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Aging.

         24                 Reso 60-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled
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          2  on the General Order Calendar.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Finance.

          5                 Reso 312-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended on the

          7  coupled General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 319-A.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         10  on General Order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  LU 203 and companion Reso 362.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         16  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services.

         17                 Reso 12-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         19  on General Order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         21  Committee on Health.

         22                 Reso 13.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

         25  the Committee on Higher Education.

                                                            72

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Reso 1250.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: 250.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sorry. 250.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

          7  Committee on Land Use.

          8                 LU 99 and companion Reso 363.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         10  Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 101 and

         12  companion Reso 364.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         14  Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lu 102 and

         16  companion Reso 365.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         18  Order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 119 and

         20  companion Reso 366.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         22  Order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 120 and

         24  companion Reso 367.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General
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          2  Order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 154 and

          4  companion Reso 368.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          6  Order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 156 and

          8  companion Reso 369.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         10  Order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 184, and

         12  companion Reso 370.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         14  Order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 190 and

         16  companion Reso 371.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         18  Order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 191 and

         20  companion Reso 372.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         22  Order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 192 and

         24  companion Reso 373.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General
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          2  Order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 193.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          5  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          6  Commission, pursuant to rule 11.70(b) of the Rules

          7  of the Council and Section 197-(d) of the New York

          8  City Charter.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 195 and

         10  companion Reso 374.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports from

         14  the Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation

         15  and Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services.

         16                 Reso 384. Sorry, Reso 284.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         18  Order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         20  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         21                 M 177 and companion Reso 375.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         23  Order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 178 and

         25  companion Reso 376.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          3  Order.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 183 and

          5  companion Reso 377.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          7  Order.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: General Order

          9  Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 14-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 116-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         14  Order.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 313.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 147 and

         18  companion Reso 378.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         20  Order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 193 and

         22  companion Reso 379.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         24  Order.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution
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          2  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

          4  Order.

          5                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          6  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

          7  Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all,

         12  except Reso 12-A, I vote no.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: May I be

         25  excused to explain my vote, Mr. Pro-Tem?
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE:  Thank you.

          4                 I'd just like to note that I'd like

          5  to appreciate the Administration, we've been calling

          6  for an increase in diversity of their selection of

          7  candidates. The selection of candidates to the City

          8  Planning Commission today are reflective of the

          9  Administration's active attempt to have more

         10  diversity and expertise to the various committees

         11  and commissions that serve our City and help to

         12  enhance our quality of life, and I'd like to commend

         13  the Rules Committee for adopting and voting

         14  unanimously for the candidates that are being

         15  presented today for the City Planning Commission --

         16  almost unanimously, for the City Planning

         17  Commission, and for the Board of Standards and

         18  Appeals. And I want to remind the members of the

         19  Council that we are looking to do some rules

         20  changes, and we would like to have a meeting on that

         21  quickly within the month of July to discuss the

         22  various rules changes that are needed. And if you

         23  have any issues on that, please do not hesitate to

         24  inform me right away.

         25                 Thank you. I vote aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: May I be

          6  excused to explain my vote?

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

          9                 Before voting I simply want to note

         10  on Council Member Liu's bill related to bicycles, I

         11  have received a number of concerns in my community,

         12  that although this bill is helpful, that we are, as

         13  a City, not recognizing that the greater threat to

         14  pedestrians is motorists and we're still not

         15  protecting thoroughly enough the rights of

         16  pedestrians, but nonetheless, Council Member Liu's

         17  legislation is a step in the right direction by

         18  addressing the problems of bicycles on sidewalks for

         19  people over 14, so I want to thank him for that.

         20                 I will vote aye on all, with the

         21  exception of abstaining on M 177 and Resolution 375.

         22  Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Mr. President

          6  Pro-Tem, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  I'm not sure,

          9  but I'm reasonably certain, that no other member of

         10  this body has had the personal experience with the

         11  New York Death Penalty statute that I have. I doubt

         12  that any of you have had a family member subjected

         13  to the 120-day decision process before a District

         14  Attorney decided whether or not to seek the death

         15  penalty, or any of you, I certainly hope have been

         16  the member of a victim's family, as I have.

         17                 I can tell you that the process is

         18  painful, and I can tell you that it's not perfect.

         19  But I also know that we are not in the state of

         20  reality where all of our processes are perfect, and

         21  in the absence of that, I do believe that the

         22  existing system, as imperfect as it might be, does

         23  provide a measure of justice.

         24                 And, so, I am going to vote aye on

         25  all matters, except for Resolution 12-A, which I
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          2  vote no.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

          5  with the exception of Reso 12-A, in which I vote no.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: For reasons I

         10  stated earlier with those explanations and

         11  qualifications, I vote aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes to

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: May I be

         17  excused to explain my vote? Thank you.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: I was late

         20  coming, and I vote aye on all Land Use, if that's

         21  okay with my colleagues, and I'd like to vote aye on

         22  the general orders and no on 12-A, and I'd like to

         23  point out a lady in the audience, Rita Hague, who is

         24  the winner of the City Councilman for a Day, and she

         25  is sitting here in the audience and she won that
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          2  contest out of 80,000 kids in my district, and I'd

          3  just like to point her out here.

          4                 Would you stand up? (Applause.)

          5                 Rita, come on up here Rita.

          6                 I'd like to thank -- she's going to

          7  sit in my chair. Thank you for allowing me to do

          8  that in this present time factor, and I'd like to

          9  say, John Liu, right on with that bicycle bill.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 Come on over here, Rita.

         12  Congratulations. Thank you.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Continue the

         14  roll.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: May I be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS:  I rise to

         22  discuss the death penalty bill. When God told the

         23  people to leave before he turned them to a pillar of

         24  salt, he said if there's any one person there that

         25  could be saved because they were without sin, he
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          2  would not condemn the city.

          3                 I feel the same way on this bill. If

          4  there's any one person that could be found guilty

          5  and put to death because they weren't guilty,

          6  there's no way that we should have a death penalty

          7  in this state or anywhere in this country. So, I

          8  vote aye on that bill.

          9                 I want to make a comment, though, on

         10  Intro 116-A. I will vote aye on this but I hope, and

         11  I'll be watching to make sure that this is not a

         12  license for the Police Department to stop young

         13  people in the outer boroughs without probable cause.

         14  That this bill is a good idea, that I'm concerned

         15  about that.

         16                 I vote aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye on

         19  all, if I can explain my vote?

         20                 I neglected to thank the Subcommittee

         21  Chair Tony Avella for taking a lot of the heat on a

         22  lot of the issues in the last few weeks in the Land

         23  Use Committee, and I'd like to say thank you to him,

         24  and I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all,

          5  with the exception of Reso 12-A, which I vote no.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all, and

          8  especially yes on Resolution 12-A.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all,

         13  except Resolution 12-A, I vote no.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         16  all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I'd like to

         19  vote aye on all, including the Land Use. Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all,

         22  except 12-A.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         25  excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Let me jus

          4  say, this is a momentous occasion for this City

          5  Council, and I want to take a moment to express my

          6  appreciation to our Speaker Gifford Miller, and to

          7  the Chairwoman of our Fire and Safety Committee,

          8  Criminal Justice Services, Yvette Clarke, the

          9  Chairwoman of that Committee, for the wonderful work

         10  that they have done, in moving Reso 12-A forward.

         11                 I know that this is a sensitive

         12  matter for some members and I appreciate their

         13  sensitivity, and I appreciate their honesty in terms

         14  of the debate about this particular bill, but with

         15  more than 100 innocent Americans sentenced to death

         16  since 1973, it is high time we questioned whether or

         17  not our judicial system is weighing the evidence

         18  properly.

         19                 Whether or not racial factors,

         20  economic factors, and factors related to good

         21  defense are what is making the difference in

         22  people's cases.

         23                 A moratorium on the executions is

         24  both timely and necessary, and we hope that the

         25  Governor will take this resolution to heart and do
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          2  the right thing, so I vote aye on Reso 12-A.

          3                 I also want to invite the supporters

          4  and sponsors to a press conference that will be

          5  taking place shortly after this session regarding

          6  the moratorium on the death penalty Resolution 12-A.

          7                 I wanted to take a moment to thank

          8  the Chairwoman of the Health Committee, Christine

          9  Quinn, for focusing that Committee on an epidemic

         10  that was taking place in the world trade center

         11  area, an epidemic of rat infestation that was

         12  causing not only a quality of life problem, but also

         13  creating serious health issues for the people in

         14  that neighborhood and communication issues between

         15  the residents in that neighborhood, as well as in

         16  the Department of Health. So, I want to thank her

         17  for that.

         18                 Finally, I just want to, for the

         19  record, ask that my vote be recorded as an

         20  abstention with regard to M 177 and Reso 375, the

         21  same position I took when this particular matter

         22  went before our Rules Committee.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote no
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          2  on Reso 12-A, and yes on the rest.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all,

          7  except 12-A, I especially vote no.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you. First

         10  I'd like permission to vote on Land Use Call-Ups,

         11  aye on all.

         12                 And I'd like permission to explain my

         13  vote. I think that we as a Council are moving

         14  forward in looking at things in a very deliberative

         15  way, and it provokes debate amongst ourselves, but

         16  it's an honest debate, and I think that Resolution

         17  12-A is something that perhaps should require a

         18  healthy discussion. But whether you're for the death

         19  penalty or against the death penalty is not, to me,

         20  what this bill is about. It is about fairness, it is

         21  about making sure that justice is applied properly.

         22                 Now, some of us don't believe in the

         23  death penalty, I'm one of them. Some of us do. But I

         24  don't think anybody around here wants to see

         25  innocent people given that last dose, because you
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          2  can't bring them back.

          3                 So, I would urge all of my colleagues

          4  who are concerned about this, and I certainly hope

          5  that this is not about a poll out in our districts

          6  on how our constituents feel, because I think we

          7  have to be courageous. In the last six or seven

          8  months a lot of us have stood up to a lot of things,

          9  and the people understanding that we are taking our

         10  job seriously.

         11                 Fairness is a serious issue. So, I

         12  would urge all of my colleagues to vote yes on this

         13  resolution, so we have a proper opportunity to

         14  examine where we should be going, and certainly this

         15  Governor of ours ought to be able to be sensitive to

         16  those needs in the community, and I don't think he

         17  wants to particularly see it himself.

         18                 So, I think we, as a Council have an

         19  opportunity to send a very strong message that we

         20  have enough courage, enough integrity to stand back

         21  and review something and have a debate about it.

         22                 I vote aye on all. Thank you very

         23  much.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes on all,

          9  and in particular, yes with the death penalty.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         12  explain my vote?

         13                 You know, I recognize the importance

         14  of this issue on moral and philosophical grounds,

         15  and I can certainly see how people in the elected

         16  office wish to have our positions known on this

         17  issue; however, I have to explain that I cannot

         18  support this resolution. Although, I have been a

         19  strong opponent against the death penalty, I oppose

         20  it, and I have opposed it for I think all of my

         21  adult life.

         22                 But I think there is something just

         23  as important that is at stake here, and that is what

         24  jurisdiction we operate in and what jurisdiction the

         25  state and federal government do.
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          2                 We do not have jurisdiction over

          3  this, however, it does not mean that we as

          4  individuals and as members of a Council can advocate

          5  in Albany and in Washington, D.C., for what we

          6  believe is the right thing to do.

          7                 We in this Council have just come

          8  through one of the strongest struggles that any

          9  Council has ever come through. This City has seen

         10  the credibility of what we are about. They have seen

         11  that we take an issue that we can deal with a

         12  budget, that we can give credibility, validity and

         13  unbelievable strength to what is in our power to do.

         14                 We have established ourselves as a

         15  City Council and one that is to be contended with.

         16                 We, on the other hand, should not

         17  take away from that strength by advocating that is

         18  not within this Chamber to do, but because we don't

         19  have that jurisdiction, doesn't mean that we don't

         20  stand as individuals and go where the source is to

         21  advocate for what is the right thing.

         22                 I have always advocating against the

         23  death penalty. I do not believe at this time, when

         24  we have so established ourselves that we should

         25  weaken that position by not dealing with what we
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          2  have the power, as the City Council has, to do.

          3                 Certainly messages are important and

          4  statements are important, but you and I know that

          5  this is a state matter, we are asking Congress to

          6  mandate for other states as to what they do, we have

          7  no power over that, but certainly, we, as a body, go

          8  where we have to go and advocate.

          9                 So, I vote aye on all, except 12-A.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: We will also

         11  adhere to the two-minute time rule in reference to

         12  voting.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: I'll be

         15  quick. Aye on all.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Fantastic.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I vote aye on

         19  all with triple X on 12-A. Make sure you put triple

         20  X on 12-A.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I vote aye on

         23  all, except after a poll of my constituents, and on

         24  my own behalf, no on 12-A.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Mr. Speaker, can

          3  I have unanimous consent to vote on the call-ups on

          4  the Land Use.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I vote aye on

          7  all.

          8                 May I be excused for voting to

          9  explain my vote?

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, Mr.

         12  Speaker. On Reso 250, I'd like to be voted in

         13  abstention. It's my assumption that the resolution

         14  deferred is not a resolution denied, but a

         15  resolution deferred, and that I expect at the next

         16  Stated Meeting it will be back on our calendar.

         17                 As to Resolution 13, I'm sorry, 12-A,

         18  I voted, debated against the death penalty in our

         19  state for over 27 years. The same principles apply,

         20  the same reasons for not having a death penalty

         21  applicable. We all know it does not deter murder. We

         22  all know that there is racism in the system, which

         23  means there's discrimination in how it is applied.

         24  Most significantly, as has been pointed out, our

         25  system is imperfect, and imperfection in other
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          2  venues perhaps can be reversed, but an imperfection

          3  as it relates to the death penalty where one may be

          4  killed unjustifiably, there's no reversal, there's

          5  nothing that can be done. And so because of that,

          6  primarily I support 12-A, and, you know, the

          7  families of one who have been taken unjustifiably,

          8  what do you do? How do you compensate? There's

          9  nothing that you can do, there's no money that you

         10  can pay.

         11                 I think we're within our rights to

         12  advocate, though we cannot vote for or against the

         13  death penalty, to let the State Legislature know our

         14  common will. We do it every Stated Meeting, and we

         15  should even do it more so on this particular issue

         16  because of the impact that it has.

         17                 So, with great enthusiasm, I vote for

         18  Resolution 12-A.

         19                 Thank you. Aye on all the rest.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be excused
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          2  to explain my vote?

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Not to outdo my

          5  colleague Marty Golden who has one Council Member

          6  for a day when I have seven from Staten Island, I

          7  just want to say the names really quickly. Sarah

          8  Ortega, Christopher Prado, Frank Musto, Megan Beck,

          9  Emma Torres, Patrick Delmodge, Sophia Andershock. I

         10  don't know if they're Republicans or Democrats, but

         11  they are Council members for a day. Thank you for

         12  being here.

         13                 I vote aye on all, with the exception

         14  of 12-A. I believe that the front door to abolishing

         15  the death penalty has been locked by the people of

         16  this state and this country, and I believe that the

         17  moratorium movement is an attempt to shimmy open the

         18  back door to abolishing it.

         19                 In my humble opinion, the most

         20  articulate informed rational and least political

         21  testimony the Committee heard was that of Professor

         22  Robert Blecker, from New York Law School. And I

         23  happen to share his philosophy that the death

         24  penalty statutes across this country should be

         25  amended and strengthened so that it is reserved for
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          2  the worst of the worst, and that we should adopt a

          3  worst first mentality in applying the death penalty.

          4                 I will close with this just for the

          5  record. No one on federal death row even claims to

          6  be innocent. I vote aye on all with the exception of

          7  12-A, I vote no on that item.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: I vote aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye on all.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All items on

         14  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         15  vote of 51 in the affirmative and zero in the

         16  negative and zero abstentions, with the exception of

         17  Resolution 12-A, which was adopted with 39 in the

         18  affirmative, 12 in the negative and zero

         19  abstentions; and M 177 and Resolution 375, 49 in the

         20  affirmative, zero in the negative, two abstentions,

         21  and revised Land Use Call-Up vote, 51 in the

         22  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         23                 We will now hear the introduction and

         24  reading of the bills.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are
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          2  referred to the Committee as noted on the agenda.

          3                 Let me just note before we get to

          4  General Discussion, my friends and colleagues, that

          5  at the conclusion of this meeting, we will adjourn

          6  the meeting in memory of Benjamin Ward, a great

          7  American and a great New Yorker, who contributed an

          8  enormous amount to the City of New York and to the

          9  state of the United States.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: General

         11  Discussion.

         12                 Council Member Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you. I

         14  rise to raise the issue of political prisoners.

         15                 This Council has a history of

         16  supporting political prisoners. I just want to

         17  remind my colleagues that when the Irish Republican

         18  Army member, Joe Doherty, was imprisoned here, this

         19  Council passed a resolution to support him.

         20                 When the Puerto Ricans brought forth

         21  a political prisoners' issue, including the FALN and

         22  other groups, this Council supported them. And I

         23  want to say it is time for us to look at black

         24  political prisoners, and realize that 30 years ago

         25  there were two justice systems, one for white folk,
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          2  and one for black political prisoners, and during

          3  that time the Co-Intel Program, the Counter

          4  Intelligence Program, of the FBI was proven to have

          5  manufactured evidence and perjured to get people

          6  arrested that were radicals in black organizations,

          7  and including investigating Martin Luther King, Jr.

          8                 So, I want to say to this Council,

          9  it's time for us to get a hearing on that, and that

         10  there are political prisoners who are languishing in

         11  America's prisons for over 30 years.

         12                 And the case that many are talking

         13  about, even though this resolution that we have

         14  submitted was focusing on Co-Intel Pro, the case

         15  everybody is bringing up is Anthony Jalil Bottom.

         16  Anthony Jalil Bottom was accused of, convicted of

         17  killing police officers 30 years ago. During that

         18  trial there was exculpatory evidence that was in

         19  conflict.

         20                 The New York Police Department said

         21  that the gun found on him was the gun used in the

         22  killing that the FBI found that it was not so, and

         23  that evidence was never brought forward until after

         24  the trial.

         25                 Eye-witnesses to the trial, four of
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          2  the, said it was not Jalil, and others, one said it

          3  was.

          4                 So, I want to say we should support

          5  the children, two children of one of the police

          6  officers killed, Waverly Jones, Waverly Jones, Jr.,

          7  and Wanda Jones has supported the parole of Jalil,

          8  and if they can do it, then we should at least give

          9  it a hearing.

         10                 I thank you.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Next we'll

         12  hear from Council Member Tony Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you.

         14                 I actually just want to comment on

         15  what my colleague Charles Barron has just mentioned.

         16  I'm actually offended by the comments in reference

         17  to the specific case that he mentioned.

         18                 We are talking about two police

         19  officers that were summarily executed and I am just

         20  amazed that we are talking about that case in this

         21  context, and I am offended, insulted, and I think it

         22  is a disgrace to even have this discussion in this

         23  body. And I will oppose his resolution in any way I

         24  possibly can.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Next we will
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          2  hear from Council Member Hiram Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

          4  Mr. Chair.

          5                 The issue of political prisoners is

          6  one that is very complex, and there have been other

          7  issues and other cases with DFA Lan (phonetic) and

          8  with Mr. Garrety, I'm always of the opinion that

          9  these cases are very complicated, and most

         10  definitely injustices by the government throughout

         11  the history of this country have been real, have

         12  been documented, but to try to make a blanket

         13  statement of the release of all political prisoners

         14  without proper fact finding I think is

         15  inappropriate. And I have also been to those

         16  funerals, and I have seen the widows and the

         17  families of not just one side but all the sides.

         18                 I've also been in support of victims

         19  of police brutality. So I speak from a person that

         20  knows both sides of the issues, but in good

         21  conscience, I would never be able to support this

         22  resolution as it is currently drafted, and I ask

         23  perhaps whether you introduce it to reconsider the

         24  way in which it was introduced.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          3  Member Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          5  Acting Public Advocate.

          6                 In our society we have a problem with

          7  elder abuse. Many elderly are being victimized by

          8  their caregivers, and a significant number of

          9  nursing home workers who were prosecuted for abuse

         10  have a prior criminal record, including drug

         11  offenses, sex offenses, and assaults, our elderly

         12  population are sometimes sitting ducks. They could

         13  be your mother, your father, or another relative of

         14  yours. I'm calling with Resolutions 360 and 361 to

         15  fingerprint and to have a criminal check done.

         16                 If we do that for educators to

         17  protect our children, my question goes to all of

         18  you, are our senior population, or is our senior

         19  population any less important? They're among the

         20  most vulnerable in our society, Resos 360 and 361.

         21  Thank you.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         23  Member Sanders.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         25  sir.
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          2                 Now, some may question why an

          3  honorably discharged United States Marine Corps

          4  veteran who served in a real Marine Corps, the

          5  Infantry, may speak out in favor of the release of

          6  political prisoners. To go a step further, that I'm

          7  the same guy who believes that we need freedom trees

          8  in this City. I think that the issues are very

          9  similar.

         10                 You have to remember that these

         11  gentlemen in question have served more than 30 years

         12  in prison. You're talking about people 60 and

         13  sometimes heading to 70 years old, who everyone in

         14  their right mind has to admit is no threat to this

         15  system, to America.

         16                 But you have to remember that the

         17  real issue is an issue of justice, that if these

         18  people had been convicted and politics had not

         19  played a role in it, they would have been released

         20  already. They've served more than the average amount

         21  of time that people who have done similar things,

         22  they would have already been released.

         23                 Then you have to remember that at the

         24  conclusion of the Vietnam War, the President at that

         25  time amnestied all of the people who deserted and
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          2  went to Canada.

          3                 I believe that America is a strong

          4  country. I believe that we are strong enough to deal

          5  with the dissidence.  I believe that these people

          6  who were American dissidents should be amnestied

          7  because we are that strong, and it's not a position

          8  of weakness to say that that war is over, but a

          9  position of strength that America needs to take, and

         10  that's why I believe that we need to let these

         11  seniors go home.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         14  Member Davis.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: I just want to

         16  stand up very quickly and acknowledge again, thank

         17  the Speaker for speaking of and dedicating today's

         18  Stated meeting to Police Commissioner Benjamin Ward

         19  at the end, in honor of Benjamin Ward.

         20                 Police Commissioner Benjamin Ward was

         21  the first African-American Police Commissioner I had

         22  the good fortune of becoming a police officer

         23  through one of his programs, the Police Cadet Corps,

         24  and it saddened my heart, and though we mourned for

         25  anyone to, of course, lose a life, but it was very
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          2  interesting in the media, when Police Commissioner

          3  Ward had passed away, I had noticed, and, again, we

          4  mourn anyone who passes away, death is, of course,

          5  sad, but John Gotti, who was a leading member of the

          6  Godfather, the considered mafia, and he had all

          7  these pages for him, and that I had to turn and turn

          8  and turn and turn and there was a small section

          9  about the first African American Police

         10  Commissioner, so I think that in America we have to,

         11  and certainly in New York City and the press we have

         12  to remember to get our priorities in order when it

         13  comes to a person like Police Commissioner Benjamin

         14  Ward.

         15                 I also want to thank the Council for

         16  standing with me and helping us to get $65 million

         17  out of the Department of Juvenile Justice to expand

         18  youth jails. This Council deserves a great big

         19  handclap, Commissioner Neal Hernandez, the

         20  Department of Juvenile Justice, Speaker Gifford

         21  Miller, the Corrections Association, a young lady

         22  Mishe Faruquee, we all fought diligently to get

         23  those $65 million out of the budget to expand youth

         24  jails, and I did support a moratorium on the death

         25  penalty, being a retired police officer I did think

                                                            103

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  that when you come to death penalty, there's no way

          3  of going back, so one mistake, you can't go back.

          4  So, I think it should be held off while we do a

          5  quality study.

          6                 And last but not least, I want to say

          7  to all the graduates in the 35th Councilmanic

          8  District, all my graduates are happy,

          9  congratulations to the graduates in the 35th

         10  Councilmanic District in Brooklyn and in the City of

         11  New York.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Next we'll

         13  have Council Member Provenzano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

         15                 I wish to speak in opposition to

         16  Resolution 344. I'm appalled and disgusted that this

         17  resolution is even being entertained in this City

         18  Council. It's asking the Governor to grant clemency

         19  to political prisoners, including cop killer,

         20  assassins Anthony Bottom and Herman Bell. There was

         21  a third one, Albert Washington, who died in prison.

         22  They murdered in cold blood Joseph Piagentini and

         23  Waverly Jones.

         24                 Joseph Piagentini was white and

         25  Waverly Jones was black. The two men went through
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          2  the Police Academy together. They graduated from the

          3  Academy in the same class. In fact, Jones and

          4  Piagentini joined the New York City Police

          5  Department on the very same day, August 1st, 1966.

          6  They were both gunned down and died the very same

          7  day, May 21st, 1971.

          8                 They were victims of a time of

          9  cowardly revoluntionaries, used the backs of random,

         10  anonymous police officers for target practice. They

         11  were victims of a time when cop killing was

         12  considered brave by some, and the cop killers were

         13  considered warriors by some. They were victims of a

         14  time where a police officer was not even a cop but a

         15  "pig," and what was the act really to the men who

         16  killed Jones and Piagentini?  Nothing but the

         17  butchery of a couple of animals.

         18                 Waverly Jones was shot four times.

         19  Once square in the back of his head and three times

         20  along his back. His partner, Joseph Piagentini, was

         21  shot a total of 13 times with the guns of the

         22  killers and with the gun of his slain partner.

         23                 They were stripped from Jones' body

         24  and used against Piagentini who simply would not die

         25  in front of his assassins. It was the fiercest kind
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          2  of pride ever shown on that Harlem sidewalk that

          3  terrible night. Piagentini could not hold on much

          4  longer and died in the back seat of the radio car

          5  that was trying to get him to Harlem Hospital.

          6                 It was a crime -- I know my time is

          7  up, but please indulge me. It was a crime of

          8  horrifying brutality.

          9                 A statement was made today that it's

         10  30 years later, and that 30 years surely is enough

         11  time for these men to serve. Well, I would like to

         12  make a statement. We must never forget what happened

         13  to Joseph Piagentini and Waverly Jones. We must

         14  never forget the pain those patrolmen's widows felt

         15  at their funerals, and every day thereafter. We must

         16  never forget the anguish that must haunt the

         17  children of these two men, as they continue with

         18  their lives. And furthermore, we must never forget

         19  about those times, the time when they were victims,

         20  they were victims of a time where people were

         21  hateful and ugly and unfair and evil.

         22                 So, today I ask that we never forget,

         23  and I personally will be writing a letter, and I ask

         24  anyone to sign on with me, to the Governor, to ask

         25  him to deny the appeal of these two men, because
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          2  they're both coming up for parole, one this year,

          3  and one I think in 2004.

          4                 And I thank you, and God bless the

          5  memory of these two brave police officers.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          7  Member Golden.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Madam

          9  Provenzano, well done.

         10                 I, too, stand in dismay, and I'm very

         11  upset that anybody could think about introducing a

         12  bill like this in this day and age.

         13                 As a former New York City police

         14  officer myself, I'm appalled that this legislative

         15  body is now even considering such a resolution.

         16  There are over 40,000 men and women who each and

         17  every day leave their homes and head to the streets

         18  to ensure that we are safe. They risk their lives so

         19  that we can be safe. They leave their home every day

         20  without knowing if they will return.

         21                 On May 21st, 1971, New York City

         22  Police Officer Waverly Jones, age 32, and his

         23  partner, Jones Piagentini, age 28, were ambushed in

         24  Harlem, while responding to a domestic dispute call

         25  in Colonial Apartments in Harlem.
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          2                 Madeline Provenzano, my colleague,

          3  pointed out how they were murdered. The New York

          4  Times reported afterwards the very next morning that

          5  the emergency room nurses screamed and wept when

          6  their bodies were wheeled into Harlem Hospital. Both

          7  men were married and had children, but Officer Jones

          8  never got to meet his son, who was named after him.

          9  He was gunned down before his little boy was born.

         10                 According to court documents, these

         11  vicious murderers returned home and celebrated the

         12  murders they had just committed. They were quoted as

         13  saying, "Right on." When they heard the first radio

         14  report of the officers' deaths, one of them said,

         15  "We got the wrong one," because Jones was black.

         16  Anthony Bottom's reply was, "A pig is a pig"   blank

         17  "them all."

         18                 I've seen people pointed out here,

         19  and they said the IRA, John Dockety, was supported

         20  by this City Council, and others. John Dockety did

         21  not shoot two New York City police officers one in

         22  the head and 13 times in the back.

         23                 There have been many revolutionaries

         24  through history, and we just have to go to more

         25  recent history. Hitler was a revolutionary, and he

                                                            108

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  killed millions of people.

          3                 If Anthony Bottom and Herman Bell

          4  have gotten their way, how many people would they

          5  have killed?

          6                 Osama bin Laden was a revolutionary

          7  and is a revolutionary, look at the numbers of

          8  people those revolutionaries have killed.

          9                 To even entertain in this day and age

         10  going through this hurt since September 11th such a

         11  vicious bill, such a hurtful bill, would only

         12  diminish any respect that this City Council body

         13  would have.

         14                 I hope and pray that this body never

         15  sends this resolution, it never comes out, and I

         16  hope that the Governor of this great state does deny

         17  those people those two treacherous murderers, or the

         18  one treacherous murderer I should say, Anthony Bell,

         19  the opportunity to ever walk these streets again.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         22  very much.

         23                 We know there's a lot of sensitivity

         24  towards this issue, but we're going to ask the

         25  remainder of the members to adhere to the two-minute
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          2  rule in reference to speaking.

          3                 Next will be Council Member Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Thank you. I

          5  just first would like to agree with my colleague

          6  Madeline Provenzano, my colleague Marty Golden. We

          7  cannot let cop killers free on the streets. And I

          8  agree with you, Madeline, that I will sign on to

          9  your letter and fully support.

         10                 Second, I would like to just discuss

         11  that today is the 75th Anniversary of the Cyclones,

         12  and I just want to wish them a happy birthday.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         14  very much.

         15                 Next we'll hear from Council Member

         16  Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you.

         18                 Any guesses as to what I want to

         19  speak about today?

         20                 I want to speak about the issues that

         21  were raised by Councilman Barron today. In my mind

         22  he has lowered the esteem and professionalism of

         23  this Council as a legislative body.

         24                 Since his election he's chosen to be

         25  divisive, simply for the sake of divisiveness,
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          2  without concern for the substantive issues that face

          3  the good citizens of our City.

          4                 When I've sat down and I've watched

          5  his theatrics for the sake of amusement, I'm now

          6  compelled to address his outrageous rhetoric. In a

          7  time when we are fighting terrorism on a widespread

          8  international anti-American sentiment, it is sad

          9  that an elected member of this body shows his true

         10  colors of being a supporter of domestic terrorism.

         11                 While I am a staunch supporter of

         12  political expression, when a member advocates for

         13  alleged political prisoners to be released,

         14  especially those who are ruthless, ruthlessly

         15  murdered uniformed police officers, I must stand

         16  here and condemn him.

         17                 Let me read to you a clip from the

         18  news account of this ruthless murder.

         19                 "At 10:25 in the evening of May 21st,

         20  1971, two five-year veterans of the NYPD, Officers

         21  Joseph Piagentini, an Italian-American, and Waverly

         22  Jones, an African-American, responded to a domestic

         23  dispute in the Colonial Park Housing project in

         24  Harlem.

         25                 As the officers were approaching
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          2  their patrol car, their killers, Black Panthers

          3  named Bell and Bottom, drew their gun and unprovoked

          4  and shot the officers in cold blood.

          5                 Officer Jones, father of a

          6  four-year-old child, was killed instantly. Officer

          7  Piagentini fell to the ground still conscious and

          8  begged for help, but received only additional

          9  gunfire.

         10                 Autopsies disclosed that Officer

         11  Piagentini was shot 12 times and Officer Jones four

         12  times."

         13                 The City Council should curtail the

         14  introduction of such frivolous, divisive

         15  resolutions, and Council Member Barron should

         16  apologize to the family of the victims and denounce

         17  any organization, past or present, that exacts a

         18  covert war on the institution that protects our

         19  political freedom, and denounce them as terrorists

         20  who have tried to destroy our way of life, and

         21  that's the way of life that even you now, Councilman

         22  Barron, you now enjoy.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         25  Member Lanza.

                                                            112

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Majority Leader.

          4                 First let me say to my colleague,

          5  Council Member Davis, right on there is something

          6  wrong when a convicted murderer like John Gotti, a

          7  person who was even a failure as a criminal, would

          8  get ten pages, while one of our finest public

          9  servants ever, Commissioner Ward, is almost an

         10  afterthought. So, thank you.

         11                 Let me also say that it was only a

         12  few short days ago that I stood proud as I watched

         13  this body under the great leadership of our Speaker

         14  Gifford Miller, in cooperation with the Mayor, pass

         15  a budget through some of the difficult fiscal times

         16  this City has ever seen, in a way that protects the

         17  better interests of this City.

         18                 And now I stand disturbed, when even

         19  the invocation here has been tainted, proving that

         20  hypocrisy has no shame. When we hear in the

         21  inclusion of the invocation political divisiveness,

         22  insults to the good people of this City, and, of

         23  course, I mean and talk of the reference to Council

         24  Member Barron's resolution in the invocation today,

         25  a resolution that would call for the release of a
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          2  cold blooded murderer.

          3                 We talk about political prisoners,

          4  you cannot draw that analogy and you cannot say what

          5  this person did is anything other than a cold

          6  blooded crime.

          7                 I know the facts have been stated,

          8  but they need to be heard again.

          9                 In 1971, two police officers,

         10  Patrolman Waverly Jones, Patrolman Joseph

         11  Piagentini, while responding to a domestic violence

         12  call, in the Colonial Apartments in Harlem, doing

         13  their duty, serving on the front lines, protecting

         14  this entire City from anarchy and lawlessness, were

         15  assassinated merely for doing their job.

         16                 We've heard that 30 years is enough.

         17  Well, I can tell you that the evil embodied by that

         18  act can never on this earth be rehabilitated. And to

         19  suggest that this City should sustain the horror of

         20  watching this individual be released into society is

         21  ridiculous and absurd. I call upon all of my

         22  colleagues to ensure that this resolution, this

         23  insult to the entire City and to this country, never

         24  sees the light of day.

         25                 Thank you, Mr. Majority Leader.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          3  Member Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Speaker.

          6                 I originally asked to be recognized

          7  because I wanted to commend Council Member Davis for

          8  raising the issue, the relationship or lack of

          9  respect really showed to Benjamin Ward who was a

         10  great New Yorker, great American, I knew him when he

         11  was Commissioner of Corrections for the State of New

         12  York, and I got to know his professionalism, his

         13  compassion, his competence, and I saw it reflected

         14  when he became Police Commissioner of New York City,

         15  as well.

         16                 Since I raised my hand, a lot of

         17  comments had been made, and a lot of scurrilous

         18  statements have been made to Council Member Barron

         19  for raising an issue, a resolution, which I think is

         20  what we're supposed to do in this body. We may

         21  agree, we may disagree, but I don't think that we

         22  can scandalize, if you will, an individual member

         23  for his beliefs and for raising an issue and for

         24  asking for a public hearing around that, and asking

         25  the Governor to take any particular action.
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          2                 Also, you must recognize, we're not

          3  just here today, there's a history to everything.

          4  While I do not apologize, and obviously do not

          5  support the murder of any individual, black or

          6  white, with or without uniform, no black person can.

          7  I mean, we've been the victims of police brutality,

          8  we've been the victims of discrimination, we've been

          9  the victims in this society. There was a time when

         10  we could not even sit in this body on an equal

         11  basis. So there's a history here. And there was a

         12  time when African-Americans were treated less than

         13  human, if you will, and did not have the same rights

         14  and privileges as other Americans in this City.

         15                 So, I mean, there are reasons why

         16  African-Americans and others acted out, if you will,

         17  and did things to try and raise the level of support

         18  and respect for the needs of the people of that

         19  community.

         20                 Obviously, I don't know that Charles

         21  Barron nor I would support anyone who committed cold

         22  blooded murder. You cannot equate political

         23  prisoners with cold blooded murder.

         24                 Your other political prisoners, there

         25  were people in prison who did nothing but advocate
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          2  strongly for their people.

          3                 So, let's not -- as someone

          4  indicated, it's a complicated situation. It's not

          5  one simple equation, everyone who is in prison

          6  killed somebody, everyone who is a political

          7  prisoner killed a policeman, that's not true. So, we

          8  have to look at this from a broad frame of

          9  reference. We have to look at it in terms of the

         10  times when things occurred, and I think a more

         11  sensible approach to dealing with it will prevail,

         12  and I think a more better understanding of Council

         13  Member Barron will be reflected, and we will be able

         14  to deal with each other with an understanding, we

         15  may not always agree, we have different backgrounds

         16  coming from different points of view, but we will

         17  respect a member to put anything on this floor they

         18  want to, vote it down, speak against it, but do not

         19  attack the motive or the character of the member who

         20  brings something forward.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         23  Member Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: My colleagues,

         25  we've only been together for a little less than six
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          2  months, but I'm sure that you're tired of hearing me

          3  talk about the 11 years that I've been here, but I

          4  hope that you know that my love for this institution

          5  is real, and that the pride I have in how

          6  Republicans and Democrats traditionally have worked

          7  here is genuine. I don't have a problem with us

          8  disagreeing. In fact, I think it's healthy. There

          9  should be provocative debate in this body. And when

         10  we had a new City Council, there was this new energy

         11  in this body and it was a real good thing, and it is

         12  a good thing.

         13                 Let's make no mistakes about it, some

         14  of our new colleagues are very media savvy, and they

         15  have introduced resolutions and they have had press

         16  conferences, because they have a certain agenda, and

         17  some of us, I'll speak for myself, but some of you

         18  feel the same way I do, found yourself in a position

         19  and asked yourself, well, how should I respond?

         20                 I don't want to become a co-star in a

         21  particular Council Member's movie, but do I allow

         22  him to speak again and again? Do I ask my members

         23  who have wanted to speak previously to sit on their

         24  hands again and again?

         25                 Just me rising, and just all of us
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          2  talking today, I believe serves his agenda. It gives

          3  him what he wants. But there comes a point in time

          4  where you have to stand up and you have to say,

          5  well, this is wrong.

          6                 But I'll tell you the greater point

          7  that I have. Andrew Lanza said it, I mean I was

          8  really, genuinely proud on Friday about this body,

          9  about this Speaker, about the leadership team, about

         10  all the members. And I see this unity, this

         11  opportunity of nonpartisan and bipartisan, the

         12  spirit of goodwill that was in this Council, that

         13  was in this town post 9/11, that we have a great

         14  opportunity, and I see it being threatened with

         15  resolutions.

         16                 Now, I agree with Al Vann. We should

         17  have resolutions. We should disagree. But we should

         18  disagree about education and welfare and how to

         19  handle the economy. The things that the people

         20  elected us to really be here for. He wins in me

         21  carrying on right now. He wins. This is what he

         22  wants. So, I don't know what to do. I share the

         23  frustration of all of you, and I just say to all of

         24  us, we really have to look at this resolution

         25  nonsense. It is becoming completely out of hand.
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          2  Let's address the real issues of New York City.

          3                 We have a great opportunity, there's

          4  a great spirit, we get along. There are four

          5  Republicans and 47 Democrats. No institution - no

          6  institution in this State or this country works as

          7  well together as we do. Let's keep our eye on the

          8  ball.

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         10  Member DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         12  Mr. Chair.

         13                 I want to also emphasize the unity

         14  that we've experienced. I think it was very, very

         15  powerful these last days, and I think as much as

         16  both sides of this question that was just referred

         17  to moments ago, feel very, very deeply, I would just

         18  say I hope we can apply ourselves with this much

         19  passion and more passion to some of the issues that

         20  I think right now are really affecting the lives of

         21  our children in particular. We're talking on a day

         22  that the Campaign for Fiscal Equity case has just

         23  been decided negatively, 1.1 million school children

         24  adversely affected.

         25                 I think for my republican colleagues,
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          2  I would not ask to put them in a difficult spot and

          3  ask them to disagree per se with their party leader,

          4  the Governor, but I would ask of all of us to focus

          5  on this moment and perhaps call upon the Governor

          6  and call upon everyone at the State level to

          7  reassess where we're going on the question of

          8  education.

          9                 What's going to happen now is another

         10  battle, as this lawsuit goes to the Court of

         11  Appeals. It is going to create the imagery of a

         12  Governor and a City in conflict with each other over

         13  the future of our children. I sincerely hope that

         14  all sides could find some common ground and agree

         15  that continuing to battle out education policy in

         16  the courts is not going to help us. In fact, I would

         17  hope the Governor would step back from his current

         18  policy and see it particularly with new governance

         19  reality in New York City, we could get away from the

         20  question of lawsuits and come to some agreement on

         21  what is just funding for New York City going

         22  forward.

         23                 And secondly and related, I want to

         24  thank so many of my colleagues today who signed onto

         25  a letter calling for an increase in federal child
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          2  care funding, which we will be sending to President

          3  Bush, and to any of my colleagues who have not seen

          4  it yet, I would ask for your support for that.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          7  Member Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          9  for allowing me this opportunity.

         10                 I'm not here to speak on the

         11  resolution but I am here to speak on a fundamental

         12  issue, and as my colleagues sit here, just look

         13  around at the pictures on the wall and the guy

         14  that's staring down at us, he had a fundamental

         15  belief in the first amendment. And this is a body

         16  that's so strong that it will never challenge

         17  freedom of speech. That this is a body that's so

         18  strong that it's a product of America. First

         19  amendment, free speech. It is so strong and I

         20  believe in it so much that I would never, ever

         21  challenge your right to be wrong, because the

         22  fundamental principles of America is the right to

         23  speak.

         24                 I have a right to disagree, I have a

         25  right to vote no, I have a right to vote yes, but
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          2  thank God for America I have that right.

          3                 We don't have to agree or disagree.

          4  Fundamental principles of freedom. It's not about

          5  the resolution, but we should never, ever talk about

          6  suppressing the First Amendment right. Never. That's

          7  why you have a right to vote yes or no in America,

          8  but you will never have the right to take away the

          9  First Amendment right of any American, because my

         10  father fought in a segregated army, in a segregated

         11  army for everybody that had the right of the First

         12  Amendment in America, when he was treated as a

         13  second class citizen in America. So everyone has

         14  that right. It's not about the resolution. I didn't

         15  stand up here to speak for that, but God knows I

         16  stood up here to speak for the constitution of

         17  America that says God gave me the right and the

         18  constitution says the First Amendment. So, let's

         19  deal with that issue. Thomas Jefferson is looking

         20  down now.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         22  Member Jennings. And, again, we'll be adhering to

         23  the two-minute rule.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

         25  Mr. Leader.
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          2                 I rise to speak not on this issue of

          3  this resolution, because I may not agree with this

          4  resolution, but one thing I know, I am an American

          5  and I'm a born American, and I would die for this

          6  country and I will fight any war against any country

          7  that attacks this country. But more importantly,

          8  this country has fought for one principle and the

          9  principle is freedom of speech, and how dare any

         10  member of this body to condemn another member of

         11  this body for speaking his mind, for what his voters

         12  sent him here to do.

         13                 Any one of you have the right to say

         14  anything, and not one of us have a right to say, to

         15  shut that person up. This is not the Soviet Union,

         16  this is not Cuba, this not China, this is America,

         17  and start acting like Americans.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         20  Member Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: How do I

         22  follow that? My time is running out, I'm sorry.

         23                 I am appalled that a Council member

         24  has described this vicious murder as "acting out."

         25  And we are not the ones who claim cop killers are
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          2  political prisoners, Mr. Barron is. And if anyone

          3  can find someone who is in jail in this country for

          4  their beliefs, point them out to me, and please stop

          5  denigrating this country in my presence.

          6                 Now, I won't repeat what's said about

          7  what's happened, because it's been said over and

          8  over. These are not political prisoners, these are

          9  vicious, cowardly killers. Killing police officers

         10  is not self-defense, it's capital murder and they

         11  should have received the death penalty that we just

         12  put a moratorium on.

         13                 Every minute, and in defense of

         14  Council Member Oddo, and I know you don't need this,

         15  but I'd like to do it any way, the point is not that

         16  we should limit free speech, the point is that we

         17  should exercise that right judicially and prudently,

         18  and every minute we spend wasting our time on

         19  something like this, we might as well be discussing

         20  men on Mars - takes us away from the valuable work

         21  we have doing here, and that's obviously what he was

         22  speaking about.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         25  Member Gioia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Majority Leader.

          4                 We've obviously tackled some highly

          5  visceral and emotional issues here today in the

          6  Council, and I'd just like to touch on them briefly.

          7                 One, I'd like to offer my condolences

          8  to the two families of the police officers that were

          9  slain. I think even bringing it up here today and

         10  hearing the gruesome facts has obviously caused them

         11  pain and asked them to revisit an issue they

         12  probably haven't done for awhile.

         13                 That being said, and I've listened to

         14  a lot of my esteemed colleagues who I respect very

         15  much, and I've agreed with some of the things I've

         16  heard and disagreed with others, but there's a

         17  larger point here I think that needs to be made, and

         18  it's actually, in what we brought up in the

         19  moratorium on capital punishment, a moratorium I

         20  agree with. Because I went to -- growing up I always

         21  wanted to become a lawyer, and I went to law school

         22  because I believed the law in this country is the

         23  great equalizer. It's literally David's slingshot

         24  against Goliath. It's a place that poor people,

         25  people who don't have a way to protect themselves
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          2  can go and defend themselves against people who are

          3  much bigger, who have more money and are more

          4  powerful. And I believe we've got the greatest

          5  system of justice in the entire world and I'm proud

          6  of it.

          7                 However, being a student of history

          8  and a student of American jurisprudence, I'll say

          9  that unfortunately in our history, our legal system

         10  has not always been right, and a guilty verdict in

         11  our legal system has not always been tantamount to

         12  guilt, and that is what we talked about today when

         13  we talk about a moratorium on capital punishment,

         14  which I'm opposed to the way it's implemented in

         15  this country and in this State, and I think in

         16  broader context we discussed that in other areas

         17  today as well.

         18                 And I'll also defend all of my

         19  colleague's rights to speak their minds, and I think

         20  it was, I believe it was Bobby Kennedy who said I

         21  love my country, but that does not mean I can't

         22  criticize my country, and I will defend all of my

         23  colleagues who do so.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council
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          2  Member Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I feel that

          4  I'm not quite understanding what we're discussing.

          5                 If we're discussing Reso 12-A, which

          6  basically deals with fairness, justice, equality and

          7  due process. I don't see why we have to be singling

          8  out one incident and classifying it as all. I feel

          9  that we are unjustly categorizing Mr. Barron, and I

         10  feel we should really look at the resolution again,

         11  and look at words and what it says, and if you are

         12  for fairness, justice and equality, you will

         13  definitely want to support this resolution.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         15                 Without any further discussion, any

         16  General Discussions, I will now read the amended

         17  vote, which is now on Resolution 12-A, 38 in the

         18  affirmative, 13 in the negative, all other votes

         19  stand as were before, and I would like to adjourn

         20  this meeting in memoriam of Benjamin Ward.

         21                 Please stand.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: In Memoriam.

         23  Benjamin Ward. By the entire Council.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York has learned with deep sorrow of the passing
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          2  on June the 10th, 2002, at the age of 75, of

          3  Benjamin Ward, former New York City Police

          4  Commissioner; and

          5                 Whereas: Benjamin Ward was the son of

          6  an Irish father and an African-American mother, who

          7  by force of character, perseverance and great

          8  intelligence, rose through the ranks of the NYPD and

          9  broke down racial barriers to become New York's

         10  first black Police Commissioner; and

         11                 Whereas: Benjamin Ward showed

         12  exceptional promise early in his career. In June

         13  1951 he took the New York City Police Department

         14  exam and scored the third highest mark among 78,000

         15  applicants; and

         16                 Whereas: At the beginning of his

         17  civil service career, as a foot patrolman in the

         18  Crown Heights section of Brooklyn, Benjamin Ward was

         19  confronted with overwhelming racial prejudice, and

         20  to his credit he conducted himself with integrity

         21  and without complaint, choosing instead to fight

         22  back with such admiral qualities as kindness,

         23  insight and respect; and

         24                 Whereas: After seven years as a

         25  patrolman, Mr. Ward concluded that further
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          2  advancement would require higher education, and so

          3  embarked on a period of study that ended in his

          4  acquiring three degrees, the last in law from

          5  Brooklyn College, where he was in the top one

          6  percent of his class; and

          7                 Whereas: Like so many others who have

          8  served the City well, Mr. Ward was in a position of

          9  great privilege and power, and understood that with

         10  such a position came an even greater responsibility;

         11  and

         12                 Whereas: Benjamin Ward never abused

         13  his position or sought special favor in order to

         14  effect change within the NYPD. He changed the Police

         15  Department in small, but very significant steps,

         16  without fanfare, without confrontation. He increased

         17  the number of black officers by 17 percent, Hispanic

         18  officers by 60 percent, and female officers by 85

         19  percent; and

         20                 Whereas: Mr. Ward pioneered community

         21  policing during which his officers pursued social

         22  policies while patrolling their beat. This

         23  innovative approach to public service still

         24  generates powerfully today, more than 13 years after

         25  his departure as Commissioner; and
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          2                 Whereas: On his appointment as Police

          3  Commissioner, Mr. Ward oversaw the nation's largest

          4  police force in an era where crime in New York City

          5  spiraled upward, but this did not deter him from

          6  quick and decisive action. With equal amount of

          7  tendency, determination and vision, he set himself

          8  to the task of improving life in the City streets,

          9  and during his first five months as Commissioner, he

         10  inaugurated an ambitious and successful campaign

         11  against quality of life crimes; and

         12                 Whereas: Benjamin Ward earned a

         13  reputation for uprightness and candor, partly by

         14  accepting responsibilities during those times when

         15  the conduct of the NYPD officers were of question;

         16  and

         17                 Whereas: During his six-year tenure,

         18  Mr. Ward sought to make the Police Department a less

         19  formidable place for minorities, and in so doing he

         20  restored it to a higher position of public trust and

         21  confidence;

         22                 Whereas: Mr. Ward often said that his

         23  ambition was to be a cop's cop, which is to say an

         24  individual that fellow officers could look upon

         25  exemplarily of moral guidance and respect. His
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          2  career demonstrated that he achieved this goal; and

          3                 Whereas: Benjamin Ward leaves behind

          4  his loving wife, daughters, sons, grandchildren and

          5  two great grandchildren, all who have benefitted

          6  from his wisdom, love, and care; now, therefore,

          7                 Be It Resolved, that the Council of

          8  the City of New York commemorates the life of

          9  Benjamin Ward, expresses sympathy to his beloved

         10  family and adjourns today in his memory.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 4:05 p.m.)
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