	[image: image1.png]




	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Preston niblack, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
PROSED Intro. No: 597-A
Committee: Consumer Affairs 


	Title:  To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to pedicab fares and receipts.


	Sponsor: Garodnick, James, Koppell, Mendez, Williams, Comrie and Koslowitz


	Summary of Legislation:   Proposed Int. 597-A would require that all pedicab drivers base their rates on the duration of the pedicab ride, specifically on the number of minutes it takes the driver to get from point A to point B. The number of minutes would be calculated by a timer affixed to the pedicab in full view of passengers.  The legislation would prohibit drivers from charging any added fees unrelated to the duration of the ride, including fees for additional passengers, and each minute of the ride would be charged at the same rate.  

Second, the legislation would require that every pedicab be equipped with a sign on both sides of the exterior of the pedicab indicating in letters at least two inches high the dollar amount per minute per ride, and in letters at least one half of an inch high that: (i) no additional fees may be charged; and (ii) drivers must give passengers a Pedicab Information Card.  Such signs would be conspicuous to passengers before they enter the pedicab.  The bill would also require that a sign indicating the dollar amount per minute per ride in letters at least two inches high be affixed to the bike seat of the pedicab.  This sign would be conspicuous to passengers that are seated in the pedicab.  

Lastly, Proposed Int. 597-A would require DCA to create a Pedicab Information Card.  The Card would contain consumer protection information for pedicab riders, such as the pedicab driver’s license number, the pedicab business contact information, instructions on directing complaints to 311 and rules related to pedicab rates. The Card would also serve as a customer receipt.  The driver would be required to give passengers the Card before entering the pedicab, and would be required to record the: (i) date; (ii) total number of minutes of the ride; and (iii) the total cost of the ride before returning the Card to passengers at the conclusion of the ride.  


	Effective Date: This local law would take effect one hundred and twenty days after its enactment into law; provided, however, that the Commissioner of Consumer Affairs shall take any actions necessary prior to such effective date for the implementation of this local law including, but not limited to, the adoption of any necessary rules

	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: 2013


	Fiscal Impact Statement: 
Effective FY13
FY Succeeding

Effective FY14
Full Fiscal

Impact FY13
Revenues (+)

$0
$0
$0
Expenditures (-) 

$0
$0
$0
Net

$0
$0
$0


	Impact on Revenues:  There would be no impact on revenues by the enactment of this legislation.


	Impact on Expenditures:  There would be no impact on expenditures by the enactment of this legislation.


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs: N/A


	Source of Information:
NYC Council Finance Division
                                                Department of Consumer Affairs

	Estimate Prepared By:         Ralph P. Hernandez, Principal Legislative Financial Analyst

                                               Nathan Toth, Deputy Director

                                               NYC Council Finance Division

	History:  The Committee on Consumer Affairs held a hearing on the pre-considered item and laid the bill over on June 13, 2011.  The Council introduced the legislation as Int. 597 and referred it to the Committee.  The Committee held a hearing, laid the bill over and proposed an amendment of the legislation on October 18, 2012.  Proposed Int. 597-A would be considered by Council on October 28, 2012.  


	

	

	

	

	



