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REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION
Catherine Torres, Director and Deputy Chief of Staff

COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION 

Charles Barron – Chairperson
April 16, 2004  
RES. NO. 242:


By Council Members Perkins, Barron, Boyland, Fidler, Foster, Gerson, Martinez, Seabrook, Serrano and Vann

SUBJECT:



Resolution calling upon the appropriate committee of the Council of the City of New York to conduct an oversight hearing regarding the lack of black male enrollment in higher education.
On Friday, April 16, 2004, the City Council’s Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Charles Barron, will conduct a hearing to consider Resolution No. 242. A copy of the resolution is attached, as well as a list of witnesses invited to testify at the hearing. 

Resolution No. 242 calls upon the appropriate committee of the Council of the City of New York to conduct an oversight hearing regarding the lack of black male enrollment in higher education. The resolution would note that according to the United States Census Bureau (“Census Bureau”), there are an estimated 36 million black people living in the United States, 2.1 million of whom live in New York City.   

Resolution No. 242 would point out that the Census Bureau reports that as of March 2002, only 17% of the total black population in the United States 25 years of age and over had attained a bachelor’s degree or higher, and only 16.4% of black males 25 years of age or over in the United States had attained a bachelor’s degree, as opposed to 31.7% of their white male counterparts. Resolution No. 242 would also indicate that according to the American Council on Education’s most recent report on minorities in higher education, barely a quarter of the 1.9 million black men between the ages of 18 and 24 nationwide were enrolled in college in the year 2000. The resolution would note that according to the National Collegiate Athletic Association (“NCAA”), only 35% of the black men who entered NCAA Division I colleges in 1996 graduated within six years, as compared to 59% of their white male counterparts and 46% of Hispanic males. 

In addition, Resolution No. 242 would note that historically, individual educational advancement has been one of the key steps towards upward economic mobility. The resolution would point out that the Census Bureau reports that an estimated 27% of the total black population in the United States lived below the poverty level in 2002. Finally, the resolution would also note that recent statistics reveal that only half of the City’s black male population was gainfully employed in 2003. 

Res. No. 242

..Title

Resolution calling upon the appropriate committee of the Council of the City of New York to conduct an oversight hearing regarding the lack of black male enrollment in higher education.

..Body

By Council Members Perkins, Barron, Boyland, Fidler, Foster, Gerson, Martinez, Seabrook, Serrano and Vann  


Whereas, According to the United States Census Bureau (“Census Bureau”), there are an estimated 36 million black people living in the United States; and 

Whereas, The Census Bureau also reports that there are approximately 2.1 million black people living in New York City; and 

Whereas, The Census Bureau also reports that as of March 2002, only 17% of the total black population in the United States 25 years of age and over had attained a bachelor’s degree or higher; and 

Whereas, The Census Bureau also reports that only 16.4% of black males 25 years of age or over in the United States had attained a bachelor’s degree, as opposed to 31.7% of their white male counterparts; and 

Whereas, According to the American Council on Education’s most recent report on minorities in higher education, barely a quarter of the 1.9 million black men between the ages of 18 and 24 nationwide were enrolled in college in the year 2000; and 

Whereas, According to the National Collegiate Athletic Association (“NCAA”), only 35% of the black men who entered NCAA Division I colleges in 1996 graduated within six years, as compared to 59% of their white male counterparts and 46% of Hispanic males; and 

Whereas, Historically, individual educational advancement has been one of the key steps towards upward economic mobility; and 

Whereas, The Census Bureau reports that an estimated 27% of the total black population in the United States lived below the poverty level in 2002; and

Whereas, Recent statistics reveal that only half of the City’s black male population were gainfully employed in 2003; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the appropriate committee of the Council of the City of New York conduct an oversight hearing regarding the lack of black male enrollment in higher education. 
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