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Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the New York State Governor to sign, S.6657A/A.7978, to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in relation to registration fees for certain vehicles
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By Council Members Restler and Brannan
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Whereas, According to the United States (U.S.) Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) preliminary traffic fatality data, an estimated 40,990 people died in motor vehicle traffic crashes in 2023 in the U.S.; and 
Whereas, Estimates from the Governors Highway Safety Association note that 7,318 pedestrians were killed in traffic crashes in 2023 in the U.S., including about 283 in New York State (NYS); and 
Whereas, In 2023, New York City (NYC) had 265 total traffic fatalities, which included 103 pedestrian fatalities, according to NYC’s Vision Zero View; and 
Whereas, As of August 31, 2024, year-to-date, NYC has had 175 total traffic fatalities, which includes 78 pedestrian fatalities, according to NYC’s Vision Zero View; and 
Whereas, Although the NHTSA estimates that the number of people who have died in motor vehicle traffic crashes in the U.S. in the first half of 2024 is 3.2% lower  than in the first half of 2023, there is concern that motor vehicles in the U.S. have gotten bigger, thus having a higher propensity to cause fatalities in crashes; and 
Whereas, Research from the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), a non-profit organization focused on finding ways to reduce crashes and losses, studied data for nearly 18,000 pedestrian crashes and found that higher front ends and blunt profiles are 45% more likely to cause fatalities in crashes with pedestrians than smaller cars and trucks; and 
Whereas, According to the National Bureau of Economic Research, being hit by a 1,000-pound heavier vehicle results in a 47% increase in the baseline probability of being killed in the accident; and 
Whereas, Notably, IIHS reports that over the past 3 decades, the average U.S. passenger vehicle has grown about 4 inches wider, 10 inches longer, 8 inches taller, and 1,000 pounds heavier; and 
Whereas, As a greater number of larger, heavier vehicles come into use, as compared to smaller vehicles, the safety risk to pedestrians and other road users increases, as does the potential impact on the environment and on the condition of roadways, especially in NYC; and 
Whereas, S.6657A, sponsored by NYS Senator Andrew Gounardes and pending in the New York State Senate, and companion bill A.7978, sponsored by Assembly Member Zohran Mamdani and pending in the New York State Assembly, would increase fees for the registration of larger, heavier motor vehicles, while also providing a waiver for a portion of weight added by batteries in electric motor vehicles; and
 Whereas, S.6657A/A.7978 would work to address the issues caused by larger, heavier motor vehicles, and could help improve traffic safety and reduce fatalities and injuries; and
Whereas, This legislation would potentially deter the increased use of larger, heavier motor vehicles, while encouraging the use of electric vehicles, which may ultimately increase traffic safety and reduce harmful emissions in NYC; now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the New York State Governor to sign, S.6657A/A.7978, to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in relation to registration fees for certain vehicles. 
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