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INT. NO. 459:
By Council Members Gennaro, The Speaker (Council Member Miller), Avella, Brewer, Comrie, Fidler, Jackson, Jennings, Liu, Martinez, Nelson, Quinn, Recchia, Reed, Sanders, Serrano and Weprin

TITLE:
A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reporting on New York city’s purchase and use of wood and recycled plastic lumber.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:

Adds a new Section 6-129 to Chapter 1 of Title 6


Today the Committee on Contracts, chaired by Robert Jackson, will be discussing Int. No. 459, a bill that would require the City to report on all its purchases of wood and the wood substitute: recycled plastic lumber.  Invited to testify at today’s hearing are Martha K. Hirst, Commissioner, Department of Citywide Administrative Services; Mark Izeman, Natural Resources Defense Council; and Stephan Chenault, The Sierra Club.

BACKGROUND

It is well known that forests play a vital role in regulating the global climate, purifying the air and protecting watersheds.  Forests contain at least half of the world’s animal and plant species, many of which contribute to the production of medicines and food, and many more species that have not yet been discovered or evaluated for their beneficial uses.  Throughout the world, communities depend on healthy forests for their economic value, including their role in sustaining fisheries and providing recreational opportunities. 

Nevertheless, irresponsible forestry and logging practices wreak havoc on this dwindling natural resource.  The practice of deforestation in certain regions of the world has led to the displacement of indigenous people who live in forest areas resulting in the destruction of their cultures.  In addition, poorly managed logging operations degrade and destroy forests, increase the threat of forest fires and enable development to spread in forest lands, some which are of such ecological significance that they should never be subject to commercial logging.  Indeed, such practices have been linked to human rights abuses and criminal organizations.  

Organizations such as the Sierra Club, Rainforest Alliance and the Forestry Stewardship Council (FSC) argue that there are alternatives and that responsible and sustainable forest management is possible despite the great global demand for wood.  

 The City’s annual budget, which is the fourth largest in the country, contains a contracting  component of over nine billion dollars.  From the building of walkways, park benches and boardwalks, to purchases such as furniture, the City procures and uses a great deal of wood – both through its agencies and contractors.  

Recycled plastic lumber (RPL), made from recovered plastic, is a product that may be used as a substitute for wood and other materials.  This product helps to divert plastics from the waste stream, reduce pressures on forests and avoid wood preservative use, while also decreasing maintenance needs and costs.  

Tracking wood and RPL purchases is important in that it will enable the government and others in the City to identify and monitor the nature and impact of its wood purchases as well as the extent to which the City is taking advantage of environmentally beneficial substitutes.  
ANALYSIS


Int. No. 459 (the “Bill”) would generally require the Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS), the City’s central procurement agency, to report on all the City’s procurement of wood building materials and furniture articles and RPL.  The Bill would define building materials as “supplies, fixtures and equipment that become part of or are annexed to any building or structure constructed, erected, altered, or repaired, including, but not limited to, buildings, boardwalks, benches, bicycle paths, walkways, decking and piers,” (Section 6-129(a)(2)) and would define furniture as “those movable articles: (i) used to support people or things; and, (ii) other functional or decorative products, including, but not limited to, beds, bookcases, chairs, chests, tables, dressers, desks and sofas.”  (Section 6-129(a)(5).)  Furniture would not include lamps or lighting fixtures under the Bill. 


Specifically, the Bill would require DCAS to report semiannually on all City wood and RPL purchases, whether direct or as part of another contract, such as a construction contract.  (Sections 6-129(b) and (c).)  The report would be required to be disaggregated by city agency and species of wood or RPL.  (Sections 6-129-(b) and (c).)  The report would further be required to include the quantity and purpose of the wood or RPL purchase, and, regarding wood purchases, the origin of the purchased wood and whether the wood purchased was certified by an organization that assesses forest management practices.  (Section 6-129-(b).) 

 
Finally, the Bill would require the semiannual report to be submitted to the Council, the Comptroller and to the Public Advocate and to be posted on the DCAS website.

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Int. No. 459 will be effective immediately upon enactment.  
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