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I. INTRODUCTION
	On July 18, 2024, the Committee on Health, chaired by Council Member Lynn Schulman, will hold a vote on Proposed Introduction No. 435-A (Prop. Int. No. 435-A), sponsored by Council Member Pierina Ana Sanchez, in relation to expanding availability of rapid testing for sexually transmitted infections. The Committee heard this legislation previously at a hearing on June 18, 2024. Witnesses who testified included representatives from the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) as well as advocacy groups, organizations, and other interested stakeholders.
II. BACKGROUND
A. AVAILABILITY OF TESTING FOR SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED INFECTIONS
Based on the most recently available data from DOHMH, cases of sexually transmitted infections (STIs), such as syphilis, gonorrhea, and chlamydia, rose significantly from 2021 to 2022, with Black and Hispanic individuals seeing notably higher rates of infections.[footnoteRef:2] Many STIs have no symptoms or may only cause mild symptoms, therefore, it is possible to have an infection and not know it.[footnoteRef:3] Thus, individuals who are sexually active are advised to get tested for STIs regularly.[footnoteRef:4] HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, can also be detected through testing.[footnoteRef:5] Sexual health clinics operated by DOHMH offer free or low-cost HIV tests for individuals 12 and older, regardless of immigration status.[footnoteRef:6] In June 2019, DOHMH established a “Quickie Lab” in Chelsea, Manhattan with capability to provide patients with rapid testing for HIV, syphilis, chlamydia, and gonorrhea.[footnoteRef:7] Rapid testing can be done in a clinical setting or at home, and rapid tests provide results within hours.[footnoteRef:8] Soon after, DOHMH established another “Quickie Lab” site in Fort Greene, Brooklyn, and currently these are the only 2 locations where DOHMH provides these rapid testing services full-time.[footnoteRef:9] During June of 2024, the Corona Sexual Health Clinic in Queens will offer express STI testing services every Thursday, from 3:30 to 6 p.m. The clinic will provide HIV, chlamydia, gonorrhea, and syphilis testing on a walk-in basis for people who have no symptoms of an STI.[footnoteRef:10] DOHMH currently does not offer full-time rapid testing services in the Bronx, Queens, or Staten Island.[footnoteRef:11] [2:  Aidan Graham, Why are sexually transmitted infections spiking in New York City? NYC Health Dept. breaks it down, AM New York (Feb. 13, 2024), https://www.amny.com/lifestyle/health/sexually-transmitted-infections-spike-nyc. ]  [3:  About Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, https://www.cdc.gov/sti/about/index.html. ]  [4:  Id. ]  [5:  HIV Testing, NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/hiv-be-hiv-sure.page. ]  [6:  Id.]  [7:  Health Department Announces State-of-the-Art “Quickie Lab” for Fast and Easy Chlamydia and Gonorrhea Testing, NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (June 12, 2019), https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/about/press/pr2019/health-department-opens-quickie-lab.page. The opening of the lab came after DOHMH released data showing increases in syphilis and gonorrhea cases in NYC, similar to a national trend. Id. ]  [8:  Sexual Health Clinics, NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/services/sexual-health-clinics.page. ]  [9:  FPHNYC Awarded $750,000 to Provide Rapid & Confidential Sexual Health Testing to Fort Greene, Fund for Public Health NYC (January 9, 2020), https://fphnyc.org/blog/fphnyc-quickie-lab-fort-greene/. ]  [10:  Supra note 5.]  [11:  Supra note 7.] 

III.      LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
a. Prop. Int. No. 435-A
The proposed bill would require DOHMH to make rapid testing sites for sexually transmitted infections available in at least four boroughs in the city. The proposed bill would require that three sites be operational by February 15, 2026, and the fourth site by February 15, 2027. DOHMH would be required to determine the locations for such rapid testing services based on certain factors and to report to the Council on the considerations that went into making such determinations. DOHMH would also be required to conduct an outreach and education campaign in consultation or in partnership with relevant community-based organizations to inform communities of the locations and availability of rapid testing services. DOHMH would be required to submit to the Mayor and the Council a report detailing the availability of all rapid testing services in the city by August 15, 2025, and by each August 15 thereafter for 3 years. DOHMH would also be required to describe any concerns with opening and operating any of the sites by the deadlines required by the proposed bill in such reports, as well as any progress.
Since its initial hearing, this proposed bill was amended to include exact dates as deadlines for the opening of rapid testing sites and to clarify the reporting requirements—specifically—that DOHMH must report to the Mayor and Council by a specific date on any concerns with implementation. The proposed bill was also amended to make clear what factors DOHMH should consider when determining the locations of the rapid testing sites and that they should work with relevant community-based organizations to perform outreach and education.
This bill would take effect immediately.
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..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to expanding availability of rapid testing for sexually transmitted infections
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-184.2 to read as follows: 
§ 17-184.2 Availability of rapid testing for sexually transmitted infections. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “rapid testing” means testing for chlamydia, gonorrhea, or HIV that produces results in the same day. 
b. Availability. The department shall make rapid testing available at sites in at least 4 boroughs. Three such sites shall be operational by February 15, 2026, and the fourth such site shall be operational by February 15, 2027. In determining the location of rapid testing sites, the department shall consider community and geographic factors including rates of sexually transmitted infections, availability of other testing services, social determinants of health, including, but not limited to, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and gender identity, and other factors the department deems relevant. Within 30 days of determining each such location, the commissioner shall notify in writing the mayor and speaker of the council of the considerations that went into such determination. 
c. Outreach. Upon the establishment of any rapid testing site required pursuant to subdivision b of this section, the department shall consult or partner with relevant community-based organizations and shall conduct an education campaign in English and the designated citywide languages as defined in section 23-1101 to inform communities of the locations and availability of rapid testing services. In determining relevant community-based organizations to consult or partner with, the department shall consider community and geographic factors including rates of sexually transmitted infections, availability of other testing services, social determinants of health, including, but not limited to, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and gender identity, and other factors the department deems relevant.
d. Disclaimer. Nothing in this section shall require the department to provide rapid testing services to a patient for whom the department or the medical provider administering such services does not find such rapid testing to be clinically appropriate.
§ 2. a. No later than August 15, 2025 and each August 15 thereafter for 3 years, the commissioner of health and mental hygiene shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council and post publicly on the department of health and mental hygiene’s website a report detailing the availability of rapid testing services throughout the 5 boroughs, including services provided directly by the department of health and mental hygiene and through cooperative agreements or contracts with the department.
b. In the reports due August 15, 2025, and August 15, 2026, pursuant to this section, such commissioner shall describe any concerns in implementing the requirements of subdivision b of section 17-184.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by section one of this local law. If any rapid testing site required pursuant to such subdivision b is not operational by February 15, 2027, the commissioner of health and mental hygiene shall notify the mayor and speaker of the council of the department of health and mental hygiene’s progress implementing the requirements of such subdivision b and describe any concerns regarding such implementation in each report required by this section, or in a writing submitted August 15 annually, until such rapid testing sites are operational.
§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately.
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