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          2                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: This meeting will

          3  now come to order. My name is Maria Baez, and I'm

          4  the Chairperson of the State and Federal Legislation

          5  Committee. As you know, the session in Albany is

          6  ending and we are presented with another opportunity

          7  to pass home rule legislation that affects the City

          8  of New York.

          9                 First, I would like to introduce the

         10  members of the Committee. Council Member Addabbo,

         11  and we've been joined by Council Member Brewer. This

         12  afternoon, the Committee will be voting on a number

         13  of items, and as I have stated before, the different

         14  issues before us may seem unrelated, but taken

         15  together, they reflect a concerted effort to ensure

         16  that the State and City governments are working to

         17  serve the needs of the people of New York City.

         18                 The legislation being considered

         19  today recognizes the tremendous rage of services

         20  offered by City workers and would address certain

         21  retirement benefits such as, including investigators

         22  employed by the District Attorneys' offices in the

         23  20-year retirement program established for members

         24  of the New York City Employees Retirement System so

         25  as conform exactly with the Police Retirement Plan.
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          2                 NYPD members that would be allowed to

          3  receive terminal leave payments while continuing to

          4  serve.

          5                 We will also vote on some

          6  preconsidered SLRs. These bills reflect legal

          7  procedures taken pursuant to State Law, so as to

          8  ensure a proper coordination between State and City

          9  government on matters of importance to our City.

         10                 We will consider legislation that

         11  would amend the real property tax law in order to

         12  limit the annual tax increase of current-based

         13  proportions of any class of real property in the

         14  City of New York over the Fiscal Year 2006 adjusted

         15  base proportions and would increase the Earned

         16  Income Tax Credit against the Personal Income Tax

         17  for New York City residents.

         18                 Under the provisions of this bill,

         19  over 75 percent of the credit goes to working

         20  households with incomes under 20,000, and City

         21  residents would receive up to 6,350 from combined

         22  City, State and federal Earned Income Tax Credits.

         23                 We will also consider in rem

         24  legislation to authorize the return of property

         25  taken for non-payment of taxes, if the original
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          2  owner pays the back taxes.

          3                 Finally, we will hear testimony on a

          4  bill that would extend benefits from the Variable

          5  Supplement Fund to the members of the New York City

          6  Housing and Transit Police who retired from service

          7  on October 1st, 1968 in order to achieve retirement

          8  benefits priority.

          9                 At this moment, I would like to open

         10  the hearing to any of our Committee members who want

         11  to make a statement. And we will also be hearing

         12  testimony from witnesses.

         13                 MS. DePEDRO: First I want to make

         14  sure that anybody who wants to testify sees the

         15  Sergeant-Of-Arms and fills out an appearance card.

         16  The first testimony that we will receive is from

         17  Robert Zink, New York City PBA.

         18                 MR. ZINK: Good afternoon. I'm Robert

         19  Zink, Recording Secretary, from New York City PBA.

         20                 Good afternoon, Madam Chairperson,

         21  and distinguished members of the Council. We are

         22  here today to testify in support of what has been

         23  called the Terminal Leave Bill SLR 22, also Senate

         24  3034A, and A.6233A, now pending in Albany.

         25                 Our understanding was that the
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          2  terminal leave benefit was first adopted by the

          3  Board of Estimate on June 27th, 1957.

          4                 That benefit continues to this day.

          5  It provides that members of the force shall be

          6  granted terminal leave with pay upon retirement not

          7  to exceed one month for every ten years of service,

          8  pro-rated for a fractional part thereof.

          9                 The proposed legislation provides

         10  that notwithstanding the provisions of any general,

         11  special or local law code, resolution or Charter to

         12  the contrary, members of the New York City police

         13  force shall be afforded the option of taking a

         14  monetary payment in lieu of terminal leave at the

         15  rate applicable on the date of retirement.

         16                 In other words, New York City police

         17  officers will be afforded the opportunity to take a

         18  lump sum payment from terminal leave in an amount

         19  equal to the current benefit, but unlike the current

         20  benefit, which is paid over a 60-day period, this

         21  payment shall be made in one sum.

         22                 In passing the Home Rule Message

         23  supporting this legislation, the City Council will

         24  be acting to bring the nature of the benefit in line

         25  with other jurisdictions.
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          2                 In fact, in numerous jurisdictions,

          3  police officers are not only afforded lump sum

          4  terminal leave payments, but are also provided

          5  payments upon retirement for new sick leave,

          6  personal days and vacation pay.

          7                 This is a modest step towards

          8  correcting the inequities in compensation and

          9  benefits between those received by New York City

         10  police officers, and those received by their

         11  counterparts in other jurisdictions.

         12                 We obviously strongly support this

         13  legislation and urge the City Council to adopt a

         14  Home Rule Message that will allow the passage and

         15  enactment of this legislation by New York State

         16  Legislature.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you very

         19  much.

         20                 MS. DePEDRO: The next will be John

         21  Gibney, New York City Office of the Actuary. And

         22  after that, Matt Campese of the Office of Labor

         23  Relations.

         24                 MR. GIBNEY: Good afternoon. My name

         25  is John Gibney. I'm an Assistant Deputy Chief
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          2  Actuary with the New York City Office of the

          3  Actuary, and I'm here on behalf of Robert C. North,

          4  the Chief Actuary for the New York City Retirement

          5  Systems.

          6                 Chairman Baez, members of the

          7  Committee, thank you very much for the opportunity

          8  to speak on the proposed legislation this afternoon.

          9                 I would like to begin with the

         10  Actuary's usual observations, the proposed

         11  legislation should be technically accurate, clear in

         12  its intent, administrable and consistent with policy

         13  objectives.

         14                 Bearing that in mind, I'd like to

         15  comment on two pieces of legislation. Preconsidered

         16  S.7830, Assembly 10182, which would revise the

         17  20-year retirement program for DA Investigators. The

         18  Office of the Actuary only learned last evening that

         19  this bill would be up for consideration today. We

         20  have not had time to review either the impact of the

         21  proposed legislation on the 20-year plan, or to

         22  compute any changes in costs to the New York City

         23  Employees Retirement System.

         24                 I'd like to comment secondly on SLR

         25  008, Senate 2458, Assembly 4978, which would extend
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          2  the payment of certain variable supplements funds

          3  benefits to certain retired NYCERs members of the

          4  New York City Housing Police and the New York City

          5  Transit Police.

          6                 We've provided written comments on

          7  the bills before you today, and attached is the

          8  Office of the Actuary Fiscal Note 2006-02 which

          9  provides an in-depth discussion of the impact of the

         10  proposed legislation on plan provisions and also

         11  provides the financial impact of enactment of the

         12  proposed legislation.

         13                 As written, Senate 2458, Assembly

         14  4978 is not cost neutral and it's inconsistent with

         15  the original legislative intent regarding these

         16  NYCERs VSF's.

         17                 I'd be happy to answer any questions

         18  that you may have. Thank you very much.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you.

         20                 Matt Campese.

         21                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CAMPESE: Thank

         22  you. Good afternoon, members of the Committee. My

         23  name is Matthew Campese, and I am an Assistant

         24  Commissioner of the Office of Labor Relations.

         25  Unfortunately, Commissioner Hanley had another
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          2  commitment and could not be here today, but he asked

          3  that I attend and red this statement into the

          4  record.

          5                 I'm here today to testify on behalf

          6  of the Administration in opposition to the

          7  preconsidered SLR, which would make a technical

          8  correction to the 20-year retirement legislation for

          9  the detective investigators employed in the District

         10  Attorneys Offices. It is my understanding that this

         11  SLR attempts to change the current law, so as to

         12  give detective investigators the same 20-year

         13  retirement benefits that are currently received by

         14  police officers and firefighters.

         15                 The City opposed the original bill

         16  back in 2004 which gave the detective investigators

         17  their initial 20-year retirement benefit. We oppose

         18  that bill due to cost. I believe at the time it was

         19  estimated to cost $400,000 a year, and due to the

         20  fact that this matter should be a subject of

         21  collective bargaining.

         22                 The objections that we had back in

         23  2004 still stand, and therefore, we would oppose the

         24  technical correction that is being considered today.

         25                 It is also my understanding that the
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          2  Council is considering SLR 22 and SLR 8. SLR 22

          3  would allow police officers the option of taking a

          4  monetary payment in lieu of terminal leave at the

          5  rate applicable on the date of retirement, and SLR 8

          6  would extend VSF benefits to the Housing Police and

          7  Transit Police members of NYCERS.

          8                 The Administration also opposes these

          9  SLRs. They would be an extremely costly benefit. OMB

         10  estimates that SLR 22 would cost approximately $22

         11  million a year, and the City actuary I believe has

         12  estimated that SLR 8 would be approximately 14 and a

         13  half million dollars a year.

         14                 Additionally, and costs

         15  notwithstanding, we believe these are also matters

         16  best left to the collective bargaining process and

         17  should not be done unilaterally through legislation

         18  such as this.

         19                 Lastly, the Administration has

         20  concerns of the possible spillover effect that these

         21  bills would have as other unions and City employees

         22  would undoubtedly want to attain the same generous

         23  benefits that are contained in the SLRs.

         24                 For all these reasons we oppose these

         25  SLRs and I want to thank you for the time and
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          2  opportunity to make this statement in the record.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you. We've

          4  been joined by Council Member Monserrate who has a

          5  question.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I'm sorry,

          7  I missed your testimony. What was your name again?

          8                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CAMPESE:

          9  Matthew Campese.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Mr.

         11  Campese. No relation to Chief Campese, right?

         12                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CAMPESE: No. I

         13  get that a lot, though.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I gather

         15  from your testimony there is no relation.

         16                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CAMPESE: It's

         17  spelled differently.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Yes, all

         19  right. I have a question about the Administration's

         20  opposition here to SLR 22, with respect to the

         21  terminal leave. You stated in your testimony that

         22  you believe this is going to cost the City $22

         23  million per year? How do you get to that figure?

         24                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CAMPESE: I,

         25  unfortunately -- I can get back to you on that, but
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          2  OMB had done the cost estimate. I'm with the Office

          3  of Labor Relations. But we were informed that when

          4  they did the costing out of this bill that it would

          5  cost approximately $22 million.

          6                 I am not aware of the specifics of

          7  what went into that cost.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: So you're

          9  really just testifying to what OMB, you don't have

         10  independent knowledge about this figure?

         11                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CAMPESE: No.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Because I

         13  would argue it's pretty hard to determine how much

         14  it would be per year, if we don't know how many

         15  retirees retiring.

         16                 And let me just say for the record,

         17  obviously I'm in support of this SLR, particularly

         18  since we just provided it to our firefighters who

         19  deserve it, I think our police officers deserve it

         20  also. But in particular, I'd like to say that this

         21  is in essence compensating members of the New York

         22  City Police Department for hours that they worked. I

         23  think a fair days pay should always go with a fair

         24  days work.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you very

          3  much.

          4                 MS. DePEDRO: Michael Hyman.

          5                 MR. HYMAN: Good morning. My name is

          6  Michael Hyman, I am the Assistant Commissioner for

          7  Tax Policy at the Department of Finance, and I am

          8  here with Sam Miller who is the Assistant

          9  Commissioner for Communications.

         10                 We're here to express the

         11  Administration's support for Senate 8288 to limit

         12  the class share increases to two percent, from the

         13  otherwise five percent in order to protect -- excuse

         14  me -- to limit the increase in class shares to two

         15  percent, of all classes in order to protect

         16  residential property owners from two dramatic tax

         17  increases.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you.

         19                 MS. DePEDRO: Our next testimony will

         20  be from Lois Tendler from New York City Transit.

         21                 MS. TENDLER: Good afternoon. My name

         22  is Lois Tendler, I'm Vice President for Government

         23  and Community Relations at New York City Transit.

         24                 I'm here today to ask the Council to

         25  support Assembly 11989, a bill which would allow the
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          2  alienation of certain park lands in the Borough of

          3  Manhattan and the replacement with the same.

          4                 This bill is needed to allow New York

          5  City Transit to construct an ADA-compliant

          6  stationhouse on the median of Broadway between 95th

          7  and 96th Street, thereby making 96th Street subway

          8  station handicapped accessible, and modernizing the

          9  station layout and providing for better customer

         10  circulation.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you.

         12                 MS. DePEDRO: Our next panel will be

         13  Joseph Balzano, John Kegan, Jonathan Schwartz,

         14  Martin McKeon.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Just before you

         16  begin, I just want for the record that we will be

         17  discussing and you will be testifying regarding SLR

         18  8 and SLR 8 is still in the process of discussion,

         19  and today we will be hearing testimony from the

         20  supporters, and I just for the record want to make

         21  sure that although it's not being considered for

         22  passage on today's agenda, just for clarity.

         23                 MR. BALZANO: My name is Joseph

         24  Balzano. I'm the Legislative Chairperson for the

         25  Variable Supplement Fund for the retired Housing and
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          2  Transit Police Officers who retired during the

          3  period of 1968 through 1987. This bill corrects the

          4  gross injustice that was done to us because we

          5  should have had on the parity lines the variable

          6  supplement fund awarded to us throughout the years.

          7                 We have this legislation coming in

          8  and going back to 1968 Mayor John Lindsay assisted

          9  in the contract negotiations to report of the

         10  special panel in reference to the award for Variable

         11  Supplement Fund.

         12                 And in the last page it says here

         13  where the parity lines are. Since we do not have the

         14  information upon which to base a fair conclusion to

         15  upset the existing salary parity, we recommend it be

         16  maintained.

         17                 However with this recommendation, a

         18  recommendation that the Housing Authority patrolmen

         19  give up three extra vacation days to adjust their

         20  benefits. We, throughout the years, have been very,

         21  very close and very, very cooperative with the City

         22  and we had the parity lines established.

         23                 Unfortunately, due to all the

         24  movement on the City and the unions, this didn't

         25  come about.
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          2                 In 1987, the unions of the Housing

          3  and Transit went to Albany and have legislation

          4  passed, and from that day on the retirees of the

          5  Housing and Transit Police Department, between the

          6  years of 1987 and on, received a variable

          7  supplement.

          8                 Then on the merger, we were hoping

          9  that the merger go through legislation, but the

         10  merger of the three Police Departments did not come

         11  about due to the fact that the MOU, the Memorandum

         12  of Understanding, was put in by Mayor Giuliani, and

         13  we didn't have the right endorsements to get the

         14  variable supplement fund for our retirees.

         15                 Unfortunately, today there is no

         16  Housing Authority Police Department or Transit

         17  Authority Police Department or police unions within

         18  these departments.

         19                 We cannot, cannot do it except

         20  through the City Council. And I would like to say

         21  this to the City Council, that you've been very

         22  cooperative and helpful to us and we really

         23  appreciate what you've done.

         24                 Ms. Baez, you are a person that we're

         25  very proud of, and I'd like to thank you for
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          2  everything. And we'd like to go in where, throughout

          3  the years, the cost factor for us to be involved in

          4  a variable supplement fund, since we've been

          5  involved in this for the last three years, was $4

          6  million a year. Then the Actuary North comes out

          7  with a figure of $14 million. And we have our

          8  actuary here with us, Jonathan Schwartz. I think

          9  he'd like to elaborate on that, to see what that's

         10  all about.

         11                 MR. SCHWARTZ: I'm Jonathan Schwartz.

         12  I'm an actuarial consultant to Mr. Balzano's

         13  organization. In an earlier life I was Chief Actuary

         14  of New York City for 13 years.

         15                 I'd like to start with a very quick

         16  history lecture before going to the cost factor.

         17                 In the mid-sixties, the principle was

         18  established that Housing police and Transit police

         19  should have pension parity with the street cops,

         20  with the regular police force, and the mechanism

         21  used to bring this about in the mid-sixties was to

         22  cross reference all kinds of sections from the

         23  police pension fund law and say these sections also

         24  apply to the police members of NYCERS and Transit

         25  police members of NYCERS. In the mid-sixties the
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          2  Variable Supplement Fund did not exist. I am

          3  convinced that had there been Variable Supplement

          4  Funds around the mid-sixties, these sections would

          5  have been cross-referenced.

          6                 Okay, didn't exist, didn't happen.

          7                 1970, Variable Supplements Funds get

          8  enacted into law for both Police and Fire, the

          9  Housing and Transit guys fall through the cracks.

         10  Okay, as Mr. Balzano has pointed out, in 1987 they

         11  did get the VSF going forward, meaning it would

         12  apply to all people who had retired July 1, '87 and

         13  thereafter, did not cover the people between October

         14  1st, '68 and June 30th of '87. So, this is the group

         15  whose police force counterparts have a VSF whereas

         16  the Housing and Transit people do not.

         17                 Okay, the last five years of the 20th

         18  century, Fiscal '96 through Fiscal 2000, was without

         19  question, the greatest five-year history in the

         20  history of the stock market.

         21                 VSFs have always been funded by any

         22  funds that become available because stock

         23  investments out perform bond investments. Had there

         24  been Housing and Transit cops between 1996 and 2000,

         25  there is no doubt in my mind that the revenues
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          2  generated for the Housing and Transit PBAs would

          3  have been more than sufficient to fund the benefit

          4  that is being asked for today, and we wouldn't be

          5  having this meeting now.

          6                 But, again, they went out of business

          7  on July 1st, '95. They weren't around to benefit

          8  from these tremendous surge in the stock market.

          9  Further, reinforcing what Mr. Balzano said, in

         10  response to Mr. Campese, that this should be

         11  negotiated. By whom? I mean, there hasn't been a

         12  union around representing the active Transit people

         13  since 1995, there's nobody around, you know, to

         14  bring this request to your request -- to your

         15  attention, other than the people who are sitting

         16  here.

         17                 Now, the fiscal implications. The

         18  Housing and Transit Variable Supplements Funds are

         19  set up by Sections 13-191 and 13-192 of the

         20  Administrative Code. If you look at these sections

         21  of the law, you see something very interesting. It

         22  talks about how between 1988, or I guess -- yes,

         23  1988 and 2007, you have a VSF entitlement which is

         24  offset by COLA benefits. Then in 2007 the COLA

         25  offset goes away, but the COLA benefit is supposed
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          2  to drop down to what it would be for a retiree in

          3  1987 -- no, excuse me, 2007, rather. I will give you

          4  a numerical illustration of what this section of law

          5  would mean if it were carried out literally. I had a

          6  very dear friend who was a retired Battalion Chief

          7  in the Fire Department, who at the time of his death

          8  in 2003 was getting a COLA of 16,000 per annum, and

          9  getting no VSF, even though at that time he was

         10  entitled to a VSF of I guess 10,000 per annum,

         11  because the COLA benefit was bigger than the VSF.

         12                 Okay, according to the statute, what

         13  was supposed to happen in 2007, was on the one hand

         14  he was supposed to start collecting his $12,000 VSF

         15  benefit, but his COLA benefit of 16,000 was going to

         16  disappear all together.

         17                 Now, one doesn't have to go to law

         18  school to recognize that this is certainly a

         19  diminution of a benefit and therefore in

         20  controvention to the New York State Constitution.

         21                 However, I don't believe that the

         22  only possible interpretation of this is to say,

         23  okay, that means that in 2007 our illustrative guy

         24  has to get both COLA of 16,000 and the VSF of

         25  12,000. I believe that it should be possible to
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          2  craft some kind of a middle ground that would on the

          3  one hand not violate the State Constitution, maybe

          4  give a small increase to the benefit being provided

          5  by the Statute, without providing a windfall.

          6                 The Corporation Counsel has been

          7  aware of this problem since 1995. To this day they

          8  have not produced anything in writing to say what

          9  this Section of the law means.

         10                 Basically the difference between Mr.

         11  North's number of 14 and a half million and my

         12  number of 4 million, is that Mr. North is assuming

         13  that the Corporation Counsel is going to say that

         14  the statute, even though it doesn't say so

         15  explicitly, has to mean that you give them both the

         16  16,000 and the 12,000.

         17                 I continue to believe that it's

         18  possible to find some kind of middle ground that

         19  would in fact provide a benefit that's maybe

         20  slightly bigger than the benefit being provided in

         21  2006. If this middle ground does in fact exist, then

         22  my cost estimate becomes a lot more accurate than

         23  Mr. North's cost estimate.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you.

         25                 MR. McKEON: Good afternoon. Thank
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          2  you, Madam Chair, for letting me speak. My name is

          3  Martin J. McKeon. I'm the President of the New York

          4  City Retired Transit Police Officers Association.

          5                 We're here today to get the variable

          6  supplement, of course, for the Retired Transit

          7  Police and Housing Police Officers.

          8                 Mr. North mentioned that he had a

          9  figure of 1,007 people that are entitled to the

         10  variable supplements. That was true back in 2004,

         11  but at the present time, we'll have less than 1,000

         12  people combined between the Transit and Housing

         13  Police that will receive this benefit.

         14                 We are losing 40 officers or retired

         15  people every year for the past three years, and the

         16  way it looks, we're going to be losing another 40

         17  this year. We're not getting any younger, we're only

         18  getting older.

         19                 The average age, I believe, of the

         20  retired Transit Police is anywhere from the age of

         21  68 to 72. I just got a notification that another

         22  fellow officer just died yesterday, age 62. So,

         23  there is an urgency here to get this passed and

         24  possibly get it out to the less than a thousand

         25  officers that's entitled to it.

                                                            24

          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2                 There are people out there in need,

          3  great need because of the cost of living that this

          4  would definitely help them.

          5                 Thank you for your attention.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you.

          7                 MR. REGAN: My name is John Regan. I'm

          8  a member of the New York City Transit Police

          9  Retirees Association. I am also on the Board of this

         10  organization. It is 50 years old, it was started in

         11  1955.

         12                 One of the interesting things, and a

         13  little history of the Transit police, the merger

         14  between the New York City Transit Police and the New

         15  York City Police Department and the New York City

         16  Housing Police Department goes back to 1955. Forty

         17  years. And the issue still has not been settled.

         18                 One of the interesting things that I

         19  find is when I look back at the history, in 1972,

         20  when the first original Chief of the Department

         21  retired, the new Chief was Sanford Gerelick, who was

         22  a member of the City Council, first of all was a

         23  Chief of Patrol for the New York City Police

         24  Department, was a member, an elected member of the

         25  City Council, when he was looking for a position, he
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          2  was offered the position of Chief of the Transit

          3  Police. By the way, which has been changed by the

          4  Administrative Code and Statute to Commissioner of

          5  the New York City Transit Police Department.

          6                 From those years on we had several

          7  members of the New York City Police Department who

          8  came over to the New York City Transit Police and

          9  were in the position of Commissioner.

         10                 So, I think our history goes back a

         11  long time, and I'm just wondering why this 50 year

         12  error has not been corrected. And I want to thank

         13  you for letting me speak, and thank the Board and

         14  the Chairperson.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you very much

         17  for your testimony. And as Chair of this Committee,

         18  you have my commitment that we'll continue to

         19  discuss it as you've been doing.

         20                 Thank you, once again, for your

         21  testimony.

         22                 MR. BALZANO: Thank you, again, for

         23  inviting us down and correcting this gross injustice

         24  that we had. Thank you very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: We've been joined
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          2  by Council Member Rivera. Today we will be voting on

          3  the following: Preconsidered SLR Senate 3265-A,

          4  Assembly 06376-A, Preconsidered SLR Senate 7830,

          5  Assembly 10182, Preconsidered SLR Senate 8288,

          6  Preconsidered SLR Senate 5459-B, A.8375-C, SLR 22,

          7  Senate 3034-A, Assembly 6233-A, preconsidered SLR

          8  Assembly 11989.

          9                 Okay, we'll be voting now.

         10                 Billy.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Baez.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Madam Chair,

         18  may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: First, I want

         21  to commend you and this Committee staff for so

         22  quickly getting these SLRs together, and, again,

         23  doing the good work for our City workforce, and City

         24  residents today, with these SLRs and these messages

         25  that we send up to Albany. That being said, I'd like
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          2  to, for the record, add my support and my name to

          3  the following.

          4                 Agenda item no. 2, preconsidered SLR,

          5  which is Senate 7830 and Assembly 10182, SLR 8 and

          6  SLR 22, if I can add my support to those. And I vote

          7  aye on all.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         11  Chair, can I have an opportunity to explain my vote?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: First and

         14  foremost, I do want to echo your leadership and your

         15  stewardship here in this Committee. There was a lot

         16  of last minute work done on the part of yourself,

         17  your staff and others and I think that too often

         18  times that work is not applauded and appreciated.

         19  But we did a heymen's (phonetic) job here supporting

         20  some very good pieces of legislation that will go a

         21  long way towards providing better benefits for our

         22  workforce.

         23                 I also want to add my name is

         24  co-sponsor to SLR, preconsidered SLR of Padavan and

         25  Abate, 7830 10182 and SLR 22.
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          2                 Thank you very much. And I vote in

          3  the affirmative to all items on today's Committee

          4  agenda.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

          6  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          7  abstentions, all items are adopted. Council members,

          8  please sign the Committee report, and the hearing

          9  will be held open by request of the Chair.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: I'm sorry. Council

         11  Member Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         13  just want to thank the Chair, thank Ramon Martinez

         14  and staff for 11989, that's Assembly, and it is a

         15  bill, as was indicated earlier. We have the Home

         16  Rule to provide a new subway station badly needed at

         17  96 and Broadway. We have met with all parties

         18  elected on the State and City level. Actually, we

         19  share the location with Council Members

         20  Mark-Viverito, Council Member Dickens, and the issue

         21  is that the many thousands of riders every day will

         22  have a clean, safe, accessible station. Thank you

         23  very much, Madam. Chair.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member
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          2  McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

          5  five in the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          6  abstentions.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Thank you. Before

          8  we adjourn this meeting, I would just like to thank

          9  the Counsel to the Committee, Mari and Jake and the

         10  entire staff for being, for not only putting

         11  everything together, for being so supportive. And

         12  thank you once again. Now this meeting will be

         13  adjourned.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 2:30 p.m.)
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