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INTRODUCTION
On Tuesday, February 11, 2025, the Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Eric Dinowitz, will conduct an oversight hearing entitled Serving CUNY’s Immigrant Students. Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from The City University of New York (CUNY) Administration, the University Faculty Senate, the University Student Senate, the Professional Staff Congress at CUNY (PSC), and other interested stakeholders.

BACKGROUND
CUNY’s 25 institutions (11 senior colleges; seven community colleges; and seven graduate, honors, and professional schools) serve over 233,000 degree and nondegree students.[footnoteRef:2] Its legislatively mandated mission is to provide equal access and opportunity for all students—regardless of ethnicity, race, or gender.[footnoteRef:3] The provision of that equal access and opportunity for immigrant students in New York City (NYC)—past, present, and future—is the focus of this hearing. [2:  Mayor’s Office of Operations, Mayor’s Management Report—Fiscal 2024 (Sept. 2024), available at www.nyc.gov/assets/operations/downloads/pdf/mmr2024/MMR-2024-Cover.pdf.]  [3:  New York Education Law, § 6201.] 

According to CUNY in May 2022, more than one-third of CUNY students were born outside of the United States (U.S.) mainland, and an estimated 5,000 were undocumented.[footnoteRef:4] Since 1997, CUNY Citizenship Now!, the largest university legal assistance program in the U.S., has helped students like these and their families obtain free confidential legal services, and its lawyers and paralegals have assisted thousands of people annually as they work toward citizenship.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  CUNY News, CUNY Expands Supports for Immigrant Students (May 9, 2022), available at https://www.cuny.edu/news/cuny-expands-supports-for-immigrant-students/.]  [5:  CUNY Citizenship Now!, About us, available at https://www.cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/communications-marketing/citizenship-now/about/.] 

Today, CUNY’s Office of Undocumented and Immigrant Student Programs (“CUNY’s Office”), a centralized department that works across all 25 CUNY campuses, advocates for and supports students of many immigration statuses, including undocumented students, students with deferred action under Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, asylum seeking students, students with Temporary Protective Status, students with Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, U-Visa recipients, refugees, asylum granted students, Cuban-Haitian entrants, parolees, T-visa recipients, persons designated under Violence Against Women Act, and those in mixed status families.[footnoteRef:6] In addition to CUNY’s Office, two CUNY campuses have immigrant student success centers (John Jay College and Hunter College), which are staffed with individuals who understand immigrant and undocumented students’ issues and provide financial, legal, mental health, and social support; other campuses have offices and initiatives that provide some resources to students (City College of New York, Brooklyn College, Guttman Community College, Queens College, and Baruch College).[footnoteRef:7] All CUNY campuses have an immigration success liaison to help immigrant students with questions about financial aid, enrollment, and more.[footnoteRef:8] The CUNY website also contains resources for students to explain immigration statuses, provide financial information, and answer frequently asked questions (FAQs) as well as to offer resources for CUNY faculty and staff.[footnoteRef:9] [6:  CUNY, Office of Undocumented and Immigrant Student Programs, available at https://www.cuny.edu/current-students/student-affairs/cuny-immigrant-student-success.]  [7:  Id.]  [8:  CUNY, Undocumented Student Support, available at https://www.cuny.edu/current-students/student-affairs/cuny-immigrant-student-success/undocumented-student-support/#cuny-liaisons.]  [9:  Supra, note 5.] 

Across the U.S., undocumented college students reportedly grapple with the decision to pursue higher education while they fear deportation or the deportation of a loved one.[footnoteRef:10] Students are concerned that U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officials will come onto campus and wonder whether the educational institutions can keep students’ information private.[footnoteRef:11] One of the FAQs on CUNY’s website is whether CUNY is safe for undocumented students; this was the answer, as of February 5, 2025: [10:  Olivia Sanchez, “‘There’s a culture of fear’: Undocumented college students agonize as Trump term nears,” The Hechinger Report (Jan. 6, 2025), available at https://hechingerreport.org/theres-a-culture-of-fear-undocumented-college-students-agonize-as-trump-term-nears/.]  [11:  Id.] 

CUNY does not and will not share student records without a warrant, subpoena, or court order. CUNY also does not track or document students’ immigration statuses. The federal government characterizes colleges and universities as “sensitive locations,” which are places where, in the normal course of things, immigration enforcement actions should not occur unless extraordinary circumstances exist.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Supra, note 5.] 

However, the Trump administration has now rescinded the “sensitive locations” special protection that was afforded students on college campuses, among other locations.[footnoteRef:13] According to the National Immigration Law Center, individuals in those previously protected locations will now need to rely on basic constitutional protections in those locations. The National Immigration Law Center further notes that if ICE “agents enter a formerly protected area—either a public area or by gaining access to a private area through a warrant or consent—they can arrest people if they have a valid administrative warrant for that person or if they have probable cause to believe that the person is ‘removable’ from the United States.”[footnoteRef:14] [13:  Department of Homeland Security, Press Release, Statement from a DHS Spokesperson on Directive Expanding Immigration Law Enforcement to Some Department of Justice Officials (Jan. 23, 2025), available at https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/01/23/statement-dhs-spokesperson-directive-expanding-immigration-law-enforcement; Lynn Damiano Pearson, “Factsheet: Trump’s Rescission of Protected Areas Policies Undermines Safety for All,” National Immigration Law Center (Jan. 21, 2025), available at https://www.nilc.org/resources/factsheet-trumps-rescission-of-protected-areas-policies-undermines-safety-for-all/.]  [14:  Lynn Damiano Pearson, “Factsheet: Trump’s Rescission of Protected Areas Policies Undermines Safety for All,” National Immigration Law Center (Jan. 21, 2025), available at https://www.nilc.org/resources/factsheet-trumps-rescission-of-protected-areas-policies-undermines-safety-for-all/.] 

CUNY Chancellor Félix V. Matos Rodríguez indicated CUNY’s unwavering support for undocumented students on the “Undocumented Student Support” page of the CUNY Office’s website: “Undocumented New Yorkers are our family and friends, classmates and community leaders, who make us better through their diversity and strength of spirit. We remain committed to fighting for justice for our undocumented students and making sure they are receiving the help they need to complete their education.”[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Supra, note 5.] 

Recently, an article in The City headlined “CUNY Braces Undocumented Students for Second Trump Era,” noted that the CUNY Office and CUNY Citizenship Now! staffers held a two-hour Zoom session with more than 500 participants on January 16, 2025, to provide useful information to potentially affected students.[footnoteRef:16] CUNY had already taken some steps to support its undocumented students, including posting “guidance online about preparing for potential immigration policy changes and emergency planning for parents.”[footnoteRef:17] In that online information, CUNY encouraged undocumented immigrants to “make plans in case family members are arrested and detained” and to “consult with qualified immigration law experts and ensure IDs, work permits, and tax records are easily accessible and updated.”[footnoteRef:18] CUNY Office director Cynthia Carvajal remarked on the Zoom session that CUNY “will be providing as much information as we currently have available…[b]ut…there’s still a lot we don’t know.”[footnoteRef:19] [16:  Custodio, Jonathan, “CUNY Braces Undocumented Students for Second Trump Era”, The City (January 17, 2025), available at https://www.thecity.nyc/2025/01/17/cuny-trump-undocumented-students-fears/.]  [17:  Id.]  [18:  Id.]  [19:  Id.] 


CONCLUSION
The Committee is interested in understanding what services CUNY provides at its two immigrant student success centers (at John Jay College and Brooklyn College) and on its other campuses that have offices and initiatives that provide some resources to students (City College of New York, Brooklyn College, Guttman Community College, Queens College, and Baruch College). The Committee is also interested in the utilization and effectiveness of the immigration success liaisons that are available on all campuses. Given the central CUNY Office of Undocumented and Immigrant Student Programs and the services provided in various ways on the 25 campuses, the Committee is interested in learning how immigrant students across all campuses are being equitably served and what specific plans CUNY has to safeguard its students and their families in the coming months. The Committee is also interested in what training has been or will be provided for CUNY faculty and staff at the 25 campuses in understanding new federal directives and in case of a personal confrontation with any law enforcement officers.
Further, the Committee wants to discuss what financial and other support will be needed from the City and, specifically, from the City Council inasmuch as these immigrant student services might need to be expanded as a result of new federal enforcement from the Trump administration.
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