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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: If we can

          3  begin the Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses

          4  Subcommittee. I'm your special guest host, Council

          5  Member Jim Oddo, substituting for the Chair, Jessica

          6  Lappin, who continues to take care of little Lucas.

          7  We are joined by Council Member Charles Barron from

          8  Brooklyn, Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo,

          9  from the Bronx, Council Member John Liu from Queens,

         10  Leroy Comrie from Queens.

         11                 We have one item on the agenda. It is

         12  Eagle Academy for Young Men in the Bronx, in Council

         13  Member Rivera's district. We have three witnesses

         14  from the School Construction Authority. Gregory

         15  Shaw, Kenrick Ou and Robbin Petrella, if they would

         16  come to the table. And Council Member Barron has a

         17  committee assignment across the street and he would

         18  like to vote on this item.

         19                 Council Member Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         21  much, Mr. Chair. I just want to vote aye on all

         22  items and I want to say to you publicly that you did

         23  a great job on New York 1.

         24                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Thank you

         25  very much.
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          2                 Yes, I'm the Chair, but I know where

          3  the power is. It sits with the staff.

          4                 MR. SHAW: Thank you, Chairman Oddo,

          5  for having us today. Good morning. And good morning

          6  to Council Members.

          7                 My name is Gregory Shaw. I'm the

          8  Principal Attorney for Contracts, Construction and

          9  Real Estate for the New York City School

         10  Construction Authority. To my immediate right is

         11  Kenrick Ou, Senior Manager for Real Estate, for Site

         12  Acquisition for the School Construction Authority,

         13  and to his right is Robbin Petrella, who is from our

         14  consulting engineers for this particular project.

         15                 The New York City School Construction

         16  Authority has undertaken the Site Selection Process

         17  for the Proposed 570-seat intermediate high school

         18  facility, known as the Eagle Academy, that will be

         19  located on Tax Block 2923, Lot 17, 23 and 26 on the

         20  south side of East 176th Street, between the

         21  Bathgate and Third Avenues in the Borough of the

         22  Bronx.

         23                 The proposed school site is also

         24  located in Community School District No. 9 and Bronx

         25  Community Board No. 6. The proposed site contains a
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          2  total of approximately 19,200 square feet of lot

          3  area. The site is an assemblage of three vacant lots

          4  owned by the City of New York under the jurisdiction

          5  of the Department of Education.

          6                 Under the proposed plan the SCA will

          7  construct a new four-story 87,297 square foot,

          8  570-seat intermediate high school facility on the

          9  proposed site that would be occupied by the Eagle

         10  Academy for Young Men.

         11                 The notice of filing for the site

         12  plan was published in the New York Post in City

         13  Record on February 23rd, 2007. Bronx Community Board

         14  No. 6 was also notified of the site plan on February

         15  23rd and was asked to hold a public hearing on the

         16  proposed site plan.

         17                 Community Board No. 6 held this

         18  hearing on the site plan on March 14th, 2007 and

         19  subsequently sent written comments in support of the

         20  proposed site plan, which we had submitted to this

         21  Committee, a letter indicating their support.

         22                 The City Planning Commission was also

         23  notified of the site plan on February 23rd, 2007,

         24  and it also recommended in favor of the site. An

         25  alternate site analysis was not considered for this
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          2  site, because this new school building will house

          3  the Eagle Academy, which is currently located at the

          4  Bronx School of Law, Government and Justice. The

          5  Bronx School for Law, Government and Justice is well

          6  over 100 percent capacity. This proposed site, which

          7  is City-owned, will provide the Eagle Academy with

          8  an opportunity to grow to a full intermediate high

          9  school program which would not be possible in its

         10  current location.

         11                 The SCA has considered all comments

         12  received on the proposed site plan, and affirms it

         13  pursuant to Section 17-31 of the Public Authority's

         14  Law. In accordance with Section 17-32 of the Public

         15  Authority's Law, the SCA submitted the proposed site

         16  plan to the Mayor and to the Council on April 12th,

         17  2007.

         18                 We look forward to your

         19  Subcommittee's favorable consideration of the plan.

         20  We are prepared to answer any questions that you may

         21  want to ask about the plan.

         22                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Thank you

         23  very much.

         24                 Any questions from any of the

         25  members? If not, we'll go right to a vote.
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          2                 Council Member Rivera? No comments,

          3  no feedback, no response.

          4                 MS. BENJAMIN: In projects that relate

          5  to siting of schools -- Gail Benjamin -- the

          6  applicable section outlines an alternate procedure

          7  which is that once the site selection is sent, we

          8  have 20 days to disapprove it by two-thirds

          9  majority, which does not go to the Borough Board,

         10  the Community Board, although the Community Board

         11  did opine, and does not officially go to the City

         12  Planning Commission for their review in the way that

         13  a ULURP or other application does.

         14                 Because we only have 20 days, it is

         15  on the calendar now, and we have contacted Council

         16  Member Rivera, but he has not responded to our

         17  contact.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: When is the

         19  last day for this to be moved?

         20                 MS. BENJAMIN: The Stated Meeting on

         21  Monday.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: We have a

         23  Stated this Monday?

         24                 MS. BENJAMIN: Yes, we do. It was

         25  moved from Wednesday to Monday. Not because of this.

                                                            8

          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  It had nothing to do with this.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Did we just

          4  get notice today?

          5                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: It's been

          6  posted for two weeks.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: For two weeks?

          8                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: A week and a

          9  half.

         10                 Anyone else? Any questions?

         11                 All right, we'll move to a vote.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Chairman Oddo.

         13                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Well, I hate

         16  to vote for things that I don't know where the

         17  member is on it, but it seems like there is no

         18  objections to it, so I'm going to have to vote yes,

         19  because we need to have more schools for young men

         20  in this City, so I'll say yes and talk to the member

         21  between now and when we have the whole Council vote.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         25  Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Arroyo.

          4                 No comment Arroyo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: I just want to

          6  echo Council Member Comrie's comments regarding I

          7  personally am not aware of the member's district

          8  this is in. I feel very reluctant to vote in favor

          9  of something I'm not aware of what his position is.

         10  I abstain.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Okay, by a vote of

         12  five in the affirmative, none in the negative and

         13  one abstention, the item passes to the full Land Use

         14  Committee.

         15                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 11:36 a.m.)
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