Int. No. 750

By Council Members Vacca, Mark-Viverito, Palma, Brewer, Fidler, James, Koppell, Lander, Recchia, Williams and Rodriguez

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to guards along pedestrian walkways.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section BC 1012.2 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows:

1012.2 Height.  Guards shall form a protective barrier not less than 42 inches (1067 mm) high, measured vertically above the leading edge of the tread, adjacent walking surface or adjacent seatboard.

Exceptions:

1. For occupancies in Group R-3, and within individual dwelling units in occupancies in Group R-2, guards whose top rail also serves as a handrail shall have a height not less than 34 inches (864 mm) and not more than 38 inches (965 mm) measured vertically from the leading edge of the stair tread nosing.

2. The height in assembly seating areas shall be in accordance with Section 1024.14.  

3. The height shall be at least 8 feet (2438 mm) for pedestrian walkways designed in accordance with Section 3104 where such walkways are (a) located more than 30 inches (762 mm) above the floor or grade below and (b) accessible to the general public.  The upper portion of such guard shall be curved or angled so that the top of the guard extends horizontally over the walking surface of the walkway at least three feet (914 mm) or, where such surface is less than six feet (1828 mm) wide, half the width of such surface.  This provision shall apply retroactively to all existing pedestrian walkways. 

§2.  Section BC 1607.7.1.1 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows:

1607.7.1.1 Concentrated load.  Handrail assemblies and guards shall be able to resist a single concentrated load of 200 pounds (0.89 kN), applied in any direction at any point along the top, and have attachment devices and supporting structure to transfer this loading to appropriate structural elements of the building.  This load need not be assumed to act concurrently with the loads specified in the preceding paragraph.

Exception:

1. Guards on pedestrian walkways designed in accordance with Section 3104 where such walkways are (a) located more than 30 inches (762 mm) above the floor or grade below and (b) accessible to the general public, shall also be able to resist a single concentrated load of 200 pounds (0.89 kN), applied in any direction at any point between 42 inches (1067 mm) and 43.25 inches (1099 mm) measured vertically above the leading edge of the tread, adjacent walking surface or adjacent seatboard.  This provision shall apply retroactively to all existing pedestrian walkways.

§3.  Subchapter seven of the New York city building code is amended by adding a new article 23 to read as follows:  
ARTICLE 23

PEDESTRIAN WALKWAYS

§27-522 Retroactive guard requirement.  Bridges between buildings as described in subdivision d of section 27-313 of this title shall comply with section BC 1012 of title 28 of this code.  This provision shall apply retroactively to all existing bridges between buildings.

§4.  This local law shall take effect three years after its enactment except that the commissioner of the department of buildings shall take all actions necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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