New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation references below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number: LS 18735 

Prime Sponsor: Council Member Yusef Salaam

Bill Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to parking permits for medical residents.
Submitted by: Council Member Yusef Salaam

Justification
Medical residents, including interns and fellows, play a critical role in delivering frontline patient care across New York City’s hospitals, often working extended and overnight shifts and responding to time-sensitive emergencies. Despite being licensed physicians, many do not qualify for MD-marked license plates and the associated parking privileges, which results in additional time searching for parking. Healthcare workers in NYC already experience some of the longest commute times, oftentimes requiring transportation by car because of limited public transportation options between boroughs. Given that residents often work 12-hour shifts, any extension to commuter times will have detrimental effects on their health and well-being, as well as added delays to their work. This legislation addresses that gap by requiring the Department of Transportation (DOT) to establish a permit process for eligible medical residents - supporting timely access to hospitals, promoting public health and safety, and ensuring more equitable treatment of essential medical professionals.

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation




