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INTRODUCTION
	On May 21, 2019, the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Chaim Deutsch, will hold a hearing on three pieces of legislation. Resolution No. 844-2019, sponsored by Council Member Fernando Cabrera, recognizes the 75th anniversary of D-Day; Resolution No. 568-2018, sponsored by Council Member Helen Rosenthal, calls on the Veterans’ Administration to name its hospital in Manhattan after the American Revolutionary War heroine Margaret Corbin; and a preconsidered introduction, sponsored by Council Member Ampry-Samuel, which is a local law in relation to making public the Mayor’s Office of Operations’ (MOO) report on veterans receiving certain city services. 
Witnesses invited to testify regarding these pieces of legislation include the New York City Department of Veterans Services (DVS), veteran advocates, veteran service providers, and others. 
BACKGROUND
Currently, approximately 20 million veterans live in the United States.[footnoteRef:1] In New York City itself, there are approximately 200,000 veterans: 55,899 in Brooklyn; 34,687 in the Bronx; 37,065 in Manhattan; 50,999 in Queens; and 20,148 in Staten Island.[footnoteRef:2] New York City’s veteran population represents 22.2 percent of New York State’s total veteran population of 900,000.[footnoteRef:3]  The Committee will hear legislation today that would commemorate the sacrifices made by veterans in service to the United States, and legislation that would make it easier for veterans advocates to access the information they need in order to support veterans. [1:  Supporting United States Veterans: A Review of Veteran-Focused Needs Assessments from 2008-2017, Penn State Clearinghouse for Military Family Readiness, http://www.hjfcp3.org/site/assets/files/1521/supportusveterans2017nov.pdf. ]  [2:  State Support For New York's Veterans, Office of the New York State Comptroller, Nov. 2015, from http://www.osc.state.ny.us/reports/other/veterans_11_2015.pdf. ]  [3:  Id.] 

Recognizing Veterans for Their Service
Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day to remember those who have died in service to the United States. In 1971, in the middle of the Vietnam War, Congress officially declared the last Monday in May to be Memorial Day.[footnoteRef:4] The fallen soldiers during the Vietnam War itself numbered at 90,220.[footnoteRef:5] Since then, approximately 8,900 more have died in active combat zones in service to this country.[footnoteRef:6] Memorial Day continues to be a day of observation and remembrance, to honor current and former service members.  [4:  The History of Memorial Day, PBS, https://www.pbs.org/national-memorial-day-concert/memorial-day/history/.  ]  [5:  Emilie Plesset, Remembering the fallen soldiers throughout American history, PBS, May 23, 2018, https://www.pbs.org/weta/washingtonweek/blog-post/remembering-fallen-soldiers-throughout-american-history.]  [6:  Id.] 

In that spirit, Res. No. 844 would recognize the 75th anniversary of D-Day. D-Day occurred on June 6, 1944 and was one of the largest amphibious military assaults in history, marking the beginning of the Battle of Normandy, ultimately resulting in the Allied liberation of Western Europe from Nazi Germany’s control.[footnoteRef:7] Additionally, Res. No. 568 would recognize American Revolutionary War heroine, Margaret Corbin, by calling on the Veterans Administration to name its hospital in Manhattan after her. Margaret Corbin was an American Revolutionary War heroine and the first woman to receive an American military pension.[footnoteRef:8] She was known for taking care of sick and wounded American soldiers, directly being in war efforts by firing cannons against the British in the Battle of Fort Washington on Manhattan Island, and joining the Invalid Regiment at West Point, where she aided the wounded.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  D-Day, History.com, https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/d-day. ]  [8:  Debra Michals, PhD., Margaret Cochran Corbin, National Women’s History Museum, https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/margaret-cochran-corbin.]  [9:  Debra Michals, PhD., Margaret Cochran Corbin, National Women’s History Museum, https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/margaret-cochran-corbin.] 

Reporting on Veterans Receiving City Services
During an October 2018 Committee on Veterans hearing on ensuring veteran access to City-administered services, the Committee heard testimony on the 2017 Veterans’ Services Report.[footnoteRef:10] The report, pursuant to Local Law 24 of 2015, required the MOO to report on data collected from different city agencies that provide services to veterans, disaggregated by category of benefit available to veterans by veterans’ borough of residence.[footnoteRef:11] The agencies included in the report include the Department of Consumer Affairs, the Department of City Administrative Services, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Department of Housing Preservation and Development, and the New York City Housing Authority.[footnoteRef:12] At the October hearing, the Commissioner of DVS presented the MOO’s findings publicly.[footnoteRef:13] However, veterans advocates testified that the Veterans’ Services Report was not otherwise publicly available, which the Commissioner also corroborated.[footnoteRef:14] The preconsidered bill the Committee will hear today will require that the report be made publicly available for advocates to also obtain information about how veterans are using certain city resources. [10:  Committee on Veterans Hearing, Oct. 29, 2018.]  [11:  Local Law 24 of 2015.]  [12:  Local Law 24 of 2015. ]  [13:  Hearing Transcript, Committee on Veterans Hearing, Oct. 29, 2018.]  [14:  Hearing Transcript, Committee on Veterans Hearing, Oct. 29, 2018.] 



BILL ANALYSIS
Analysis of Preconsidered Intro. 
	The preconsidered introduction would first amend the definitions section of section 3-116, which was added by Local Law 23 of 2015, to comply with updated bill formatting. Specifically, the legislation would make some structural edits to the definitions of the following terms: “fee-exempt mobile food vending license,” “food vending permit,” “general vending license,” “HUD-VASH voucher,” “Mitchell-Lama housing,” and “veteran.” 
The bill would also update the requirement that the Mayor’s Office of Operations report certain data in writing from the Director of the Office of Veteran’s Affairs to the Commissioner of the Department of Veteran’s Services. 
Finally, this preconsidered bill would add a new subdivision d to require DVS to post the required report to its website. 
	This bill would ensure transparency and accountability in the MOO’s report on veterans receiving certain city services, required by Local Law 23 of 2015. 
The bill provides that the local law would take effect immediately after it becomes law.

	

 



Res. No. 844

..Title
Resolution recognizing the 75th anniversary of D-Day
..Body

By Council Member Cabrera 
	Whereas, On June 6, 1944, more than 156,000 American, British, and Canadian soldiers landed on five beaches in Normandy, code-named Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, and Sword; and
	Whereas, A report from the United States Army noted that more than 5,000 ships and 13,000 aircraft supported the invasion; and
	Whereas, According to a White House factsheet published on the 70th anniversary of D-Day, air cover was a significant component of the offensive, as more than 2,200 allied bombers attacked enemy targets both along the coast and inland; and
	Whereas, The Allies had been planning this invasion, code-named Operation Overlord, since the summer of 1943; and
	Whereas, To assist the Normandy landing, the U.S. and Great Britain cooperated on Operation Bodyguard, in which they fed false information to double agents, fabricated radio chatter, and used dummy tanks to mislead Germany about the likely location of the attack; and
	Whereas, The US National D-Day Memorial Foundation has found that at least 4,400 Allied personnel were killed that day; and
	Whereas, Despite these casualties, the invasion was a major success because it enabled the Allies to establish five beachheads in Normandy; and
	Whereas, D-Day marked the beginning of the final phase of World War II, in which the Allies drove the Nazis out of Western Europe before accepting their surrender on May 8th, 1945; and  	
	Whereas, D-Day memorials exist in both the U.S. and the U.K., and more than 9,300 American soldiers are buried at a military cemetery in Normandy; and 
	Whereas, New York has a proud military tradition; and
	Whereas, It is not only the home of the United States Military Academy at West Point, but also the location of the battle of Saratoga, which was a major turning point in the Revolutionary War; and
	Whereas, New York has produced a long line of distinguished military officers, from Alexander Hamilton to Rufus King and Colin Powell, and more than 900,000 New Yorkers served in the Second World War; and 
	Whereas, On June 6, 1944, Americans of all races and creeds, hailing from all fifty states, made heroic sacrifices in order to preserve America’s highest ideals and rid the world of tyranny; and
	Whereas, The planning and execution of the Normandy landing deserves the highest civic reverence and recognition, so that each successive generation of Americans remembers that freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction; now, therefore, be it 
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes the 75th anniversary of D-Day.
LS#10013
3/19/19
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Res. No. 568

..Title
Resolution calling on the Veterans Administration to name its hospital in Manhattan after the American Revolutionary War heroine Margaret Corbin, who survived a battle that occurred in Manhattan and became the first female to receive a military pension
..Body

By Council Members Rosenthal, Constantinides, Borelli, and Deutsch
	Whereas, Throughout human history, from Joan of Arc to Florence Nightingale, women have made extraordinary contributions during times of war; and
	Whereas, Born in 1751, Margaret Corbin is one of the great unsung heroes of the American Revolution; and
	Whereas, At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, she supported the troops by cooking for them and washing their clothes at military camps; and
	Whereas, However, in November of 1776, her husband was killed during a battle with Hessian mercenaries, at what is now known as Fort Tryon Park in upper Manhattan; and
	Whereas, Despite her shock and grief, she immediately took charge of his unmanned cannon and started firing at the enemy with extraordinary vigor and force; and 
	Whereas, She continued to fire until munitions struck her, bruising her chest, lacerating her jaw, and nearly severing her left arm, which she was unable to use for the rest of her life; and 
	Whereas, She subsequently entered the Invalid Regiment at West Point, where she cared for other wounded soldiers; and
	Whereas, According to the United States Military Academy, she struggled both emotionally and financially in her later years; and
	Whereas, On July 6, 1779, she received a lifetime disability pension of one-half pay, which made her the first woman to receive a pension from the government; and 
	Whereas, She died in 1800, at the age of 48; and
	Whereas, There are commemorative markers dedicated to her at Fort Tryon Park and at Holyrood Church on West 179th Street; and 
	Whereas, In recognition of her unique legacy of physical bravery and service to others, the Veterans Administration should rename its Manhattan hospital after her; and 
	Whereas, This would renew interest in her memory and inspire both men and women to serve in uniform in the future; now, therefore, be it 
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the Veterans Administration to name its hospital in Manhattan after the American Revolutionary War heroine Margaret Corbin, who survived a battle that occurred in Manhattan and became the first female to receive a military pension.
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Preconsidered Int. No.
 
By Council Member Ampry-Samuel
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to making public the mayor’s office of operations’ report on veterans receiving certain city services
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Section 3-116 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 23 for the year 2015, is amended to read as follows:
 §3-116 Report on veterans receiving city services. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms [shall] have the following meanings:
      [(1)]   ["]Fee-exempt mobile food vending license. ["] The term “fee-exempt mobile food vending license” means any license as required by section 17-307 of this code for which the annual fee is waived pursuant to subdivision e of section 17-308 of this code[;].
      [(2)]   ["]Food vending permit. ["] The term “food vending permit” means any permit as required by section 17-307 of this code[;].
      [(3)]   ["]General vending license. ["] The term “general vending license” means a license as required by section 20-453 of this code[;].
      [(4)]   ["]HUD-VASH voucher. ["] The term “HUD-VASH voucher” means any voucher funded by the United States department of housing and urban development and United States department of veterans affairs supportive housing program[;].
     [(5)]   ["]Mitchell-Lama housing. ["] The term “Mitchell-Lama housing” means any housing development organized pursuant to article two of the private housing finance law that is supervised by the department of housing preservation and development[;].
      [(6)]   ["]Veteran.["] The term “veteran” means a person who has served in the active military service of the United States and who has been released from such service otherwise than by dishonorable discharge.
   b.   The mayor's office of operations shall report in writing to the [director] commissioner of the [office of veterans' affairs] department of veterans’ services, the veterans' advisory board, and the council the following data for the prior calendar year, to the extent practicable, disaggregated by borough: (1) the total number of Mitchell-Lama housing applications received from veterans or their surviving spouses who have identified themselves as the head of household on such applications; (2) the total number of Mitchell-Lama housing applications approved by the department of housing preservation and development for veterans or their surviving spouses who have identified themselves as the head of household on such application; (3) the total number of fee-exempt mobile food vending licenses and food vending permits issued by the department of health and mental hygiene to veterans, (4) the number of general vending licenses issued by the department of consumer affairs to veterans; (5) the total number of veterans who submitted an application to the department of consumer affairs for a general vending license; (6) the total number of veterans residing in the city who utilized a HUD-VASH voucher; and (7) the total number of civil service examination applications received by the department of citywide administrative services for which the applicant claimed a veterans credit as provided for in section 85 of the civil service law.
                        c.   Such data may be included as part of the management report provided for in section 12 of the charter, or may be issued as an independent report of the mayor's office of operations, with such independent report being due no later than October 15th of each year.
d. The department of veterans’ services shall post the report required pursuant to subdivision b to its website.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
NJC
LS #8994
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