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· The Gates Foundation will fund 77 new small schools by donating $57.7 million

· DOE will partner with non-profit and community partners:

	New Visions for Public Schools
	The International Partnerships Schools

	The College Board
	Expeditionary Learning Outward Bound

	The Asia Society
	Replications, Inc.

	The Institute for Student Achievement
	One Hundred Black Men

	The City University of New York City
	ASPIRA

	Global Kids, Inc.
	Manhattan College

	YMCA
	The Center for Youth Development and Youth Education



· High Schools

	Total New Small Schools:
	55

	40
	New high schools 

	11
	New 6-12 schools

	4
	New middle schools

	Total Schools Converting:
	15

	9
	High schools converting to small schools

	2
	6-12 schools converting to small schools

	4
	Middle schools converting to small schools

	Total Small Schools
	70


4 –

 Mils

15 – Secondary Schools [Grades 6-12]
The case for small schools: 2
· Small high schools (ideally of 400 or fewer) can provide personalized learning environments

· Students feel less alienated and actively engage in school activities

· Students in small schools have had higher graduation rates 

Some concerns about small schools: 3
· Initiatives directed almost exclusively at low performing schools

· Limited resources to provide administrative staff

· Tensions between small schools housed within larger schools


· 15.7% of the Class of 2003 at Vanguard High School passed the English Regents Examination, compared to 41.6% of the same cohort at schools with similar student demographics4   

· No students in the Class of 2003 at Vanguard High School passed the Math Regents Examination, while 19.3% of students in the same cohort passed at similar schools4  

· Only 5.3% of the Class of 2003 at Manhattan International H.S. passed the Mathematics Regents compared to 19.3% of their peers at other similar schools5
· No students in the Class of 2003 at Legacy School for Integrated Studies passed the Mathematics Regents compared to 19.3% of their peers at similar schools6
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The Small Schools Initiative will open 200 small schools by 2007



































A few facts about small schools…





“Small” does not mean “quality”





70 new small schools will open in September 20041














 1 Information provided by the New York City Department of Education Information Request

2 Information provided by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation www.gatesfoundation.org/education
3 Clara Hemphill, “Why Some Small Schools Succeed – and Some Fail: Lessons from the New York City Experience” Report published by Insideschools.org and Advocates for Children, October 2003.  

4Vanguard High School Report Card, http://www.nycenet.edu/daa/SchoolReports/03asr/179449.pdf 

5Manhattan International High School Report Card, http://www.nycenet.edu/daa/SchoolReports/03asr/179429.pdf
6Legacy School for Integrated Studies Report Card, http://www.nycenet.edu/daa/SchoolReports/03asr/179429.pdf

