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RESOLUTION NO. 

SUBJECT:  Resolution amending certain Rules of the Council.

ANALYSIS:   Before the Committee for its consideration is a Resolution consisting of proposed changes to the Council’s Rules. The following is a brief summary of each of the proposed Rule changes:

1. Rule 5.10.  A technical change consisting of deleting a sentence to reflect the repeal of Rule 10.80 which is undertaken herein, as described in paragraph 9. Below. Rule 10.80 concerns requirements for filing of Financial Disclosure statements by certain Members with the Rules Committee.

2. Rule 7.00.  The underlined proposed amendments would make the Council Standing Committees’ subject matter jurisdiction consistent with new Agency designations that resulted from the approval of the Charter Commission questions by the public in the 2001 election or recently adopted local laws.  As an example, what had been previously known as the Department of Health is to be called the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. 

3. Rule 7.50 c.  This Rule designates the new committee, Oversight and Investigations, as one of the standing committees not required to hold at least one meeting per month.

4. Rule 7.70.  Currently, all Committee votes are by roll call vote either for introductions or resolutions.  If approved, this amendment allows for a voice vote for certain designated Resolutions.  The Committee needs to have a quorum present at the point the Chairperson directs that a vote be taken.  The Chairperson, at his or her discretion,can direct that the vote be taken by roll call vote or voice vote.  If adopted by voice vote, the matter would be considered as, ”adopted by the committee”.  Members may have a “no” or “abstention” vote recorded by requesting such of the chairperson, at the time of the voice vote.

5. Rule 8.00.  This proposed technical amendment would make the Council’s Order of Business for Stated Meetings consistent with the agenda currently in use and also account for the new process for handling certain Resolutions that is fully described in paragraph 6. below. New sections of the agenda will be added for “Discussion of resolutions” and  “Resolutions”. In the past, such matters may have been adopted by “immediate consideration”.

6. Rule 8.40.  This proposed amendment would allow for a voice vote on certain Resolutions placed on the “Resolution” section of the agenda for Stated Meetings.  If adopted the resolution would be recorded as being, “adopted by action of the Council”.  Either a “no” vote or an “abstention” can be recorded for a Member, if requested of the presiding officer at the time of the voice vote.

7. Rule 8.50.  This proposed amendment would create a new process for the handling of resolutions that for the most part, had previously been adopted as “immediate consideration”.  In the past,  “immediate consideration” resolutions were introduced and considered at the same Stated Meeting.  Without an objection, the Resolution was voted on by voice vote and adopted.   One objection would result in the Resolution being assigned to a Committee for a hearing.  

Under the proposed Rule change, all Resolutions will be assigned to the appropriate Committee.  Certain Resolutions which have time sensitive considerations or are general in application can be given an “8.50b.” designation which, where practical, could allow for the scheduling of a prompt hearing. The joint action of the Speaker and the respective Committee Chairperson of the Committee the matter was assigned to would place such a designation on a Resolution.  The prompt hearing would occur at a regularly scheduled hearing of the assigned Committee. The Sponsor would introduce the matter, explain it and ask for it to be voted on.  With a quorum of the Committee present, the Chairperson would close the hearing and either roll call vote or by voice vote, move to approve the matter. Witnesses would be prohibited at the prompt hearing.

Upon approval by the Committee, the matter would be added to the agenda for the next Stated Meeting.  At the discretion of the Speaker, the matter may be placed on the General Orders section or a newly created section, “ Resolutions” of the agenda.  If on General Orders, it would be part of the roll call vote normally taken. Assignment to the “Resolution” section would allow for each such resolution to be individually called and acted upon by voice vote with no debate or amendment.  If adopted, the matter would be recorded as being, “adopted by action of the council”.  Members may have a “no” or “abstention” vote recorded by requesting such of the presiding officer.

8.
Rule 9.225.  This proposed addition to the Rules would add a new section to the agenda of the Stated Meeting, allowing for discussion of those Resolutions assigned to the new “Resolution” section of the meeting.  Members can use up to one (1) minute to discuss a Resolution on that day for a vote.

9. Rule 10.80.  The financial disclosure statement provision would be removed from the Rules.  Currently, the chairpersons of all committees are required to file their financial disclosure statement together with an additional report, with the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections upon being considered or appointed to a chairperson position.   The same financial disclosure statement is already required to be filed with the Conflicts of Interest Board, where it is available for public inspection.  The filing of such statements with the Rules, Privileges and Elections Committee would be duplicative and inefficient.
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