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COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chair

April 4, 2001

INT. NO. 885:
By:  The Speaker (Council Member Vallone) and Council Members Foster, Berman, Carrion, Malave-Dilan, Eisland, Abel, Fiala and Golden  (in conjunction with the Mayor); also Council Members Dear, Espada, Fisher, Freed, Koslowitz, Linares, McCaffrey, Michels, Nelson, O’Donovan, Pinkett, Povman, Rodriguez and Wooten 

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, John Cardinal O’Connor Way, Borough of Manhattan.

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “John Cardinal O’Connor Way”, on 50th Street between 5th Avenue and Madison Avenue.

COMMENT:



The following biographical material was provided by the Archdiocese of New York City.



John Cardinal O’Connor was born on January 15, 1920, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the son of Thomas J. and Dorothy M. Gomple O’Connor.  The O’Connor’s had five children, three boys and two girls.  Cardinal O’Connor attended public and Catholic grade schools in Philadelphia, West Catholic High School for Boys and St. Charles Borromeo Seminary.  He was ordained as a priest of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia on December 15, 1945.



Cardinal O’Connor held Master of Arts Degrees in Advanced Ethics and Clinical Psychology, a Ph.D. in Political Science, completed course work for a doctorate in Philosophy and did additional graduate studies in English, History and Literature.



As a teacher, Cardinal O’Connor taught at St. James High School, St. John’s Night School for Adults, and Ravenhill Academy, all in Philadelphia.  One of his great loves was his teaching of retarded children, toward whom the Cardinal maintained a  lifelong interest.  As a young priest, he produced and aired two Catholic radio news programs in Philadelphia.



Cardinal O’Connor served as Chaplain in the United States Navy and Marine Corps, entering the service in 1952 at the request of the Archbishop of Philadelphia because of the Korean conflict.  He served at sea and ashore; in the United States and overseas; on destroyers, cruisers and other ships in the North Atlantic, Mediterranean and Caribbean.  He was ashore with the Marines in Vietnam, Parris Island, North Carolina, Quantico, Virginia,  Barstow,  California and Okinawa.  Cardinal O’Connor was also ashore with the Navy in Newport, Rhode Island, Monterey, California, and the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.


Cardinal O’Connor was Chief of Chaplains from 1975-1979.  He retired from the Navy on June 1, 1979, with the rank of Rear Admiral.  He earned various campaign ribbons, decorations and awards, including three Legion of Merit awards, the Meritorious Service Medal, and the Distinguished Service Medal, among others.



Cardinal O’Connor was ordained a Bishop on May 27, 1979, at St. Peter’s in Rome by Pope John Paul II, and was assigned as an Auxiliary Bishop to the Military Vicar, Terence Cardinal Cooke, and served as Vicar General of the Military Vicariate from 1979 through 1983.  He was appointed Bishop of Scranton in May 1983, was appointed Archbishop of New York City on January 31, 1984, and installed on March 19, 1984.  He was elevated to Cardinal on May 23, 1985.



Cardinal O’Connor was well known for his tireless defense of the unborn.  On June 1, 1991, he founded the Sisters of Life, a new religious community dedicated to protecting and enhancing all human life.  He was the author of numerous books and articles, and was instrumental in the writing of the United States Bishops’ pastoral letter, The Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and Our Response, on which he lectured extensively and produced a series of television presentations.  Cardinal O’Connor served on a number of councils and congregations in Rome, in various capacities in the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, and served as officer or member of a variety of ecclesiastical and civic organizations.  He was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in March, 2000.



Cardinal O’Connor died on May 3, 2000.  He was buried in the crypt at St. Patrick’s Cathedral on May 8, 2000.  In recognition of his many years of service to his church, his country, many communities in Pennsylvania and New York, and humanity in general, it is fitting that 50th Street, between 5th Avenue, adjacent to St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and Madison Avenue, be named “John Cardinal O’Connor Way”.



This local law will take effect immediately. 
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