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INT. NO. 1136:                       
By Council Members Levin, Van Bramer, Comrie, Dickens, Eugene, James, Koo, Mendez, Palma, Rodriguez, Arroyo, Lander, Mark-Viverito, Brewer and Barron. 

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to a comprehensive cultural plan.

CHARTER:
Adds a new section 2506 to chapter 67. 

INTRODUCTION

On Tuesday, November 19, 2013, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, will hold a hearing to consider Int. No. 1136, a local law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to a comprehensive cultural plan.  This is the first hearing on this legislation.  Invited to present testimony at the hearing were the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), various arts and cultural organizations, as well as concerned advocates. 
BACKGROUND
Presently, there is no comprehensive cultural plan for the City. More specifically, there is no measure of what is considered an acceptable level of cultural resources and how such resources should be provided.  It is important to understand the scope of cultural services throughout the City, where these services are lacking and how cultural service gaps may be filled.  In an effort to achieve such goals, the City needs to identify the current level of service of cultural groups in each neighborhood, assess the needs through community outreach, establish a strategy to meet the specified needs of each community, and quantify the economic impact of arts and culture in the City.  
ANALYSIS
Section one of Int. No. 1136 would contain the legislative intent of the bill by explaining that there is no comprehensive cultural plan (the Plan) in the City and would describe the need to put forth a targeted approach to increase cultural activity citywide, increase the economic impact of the arts and culture, and provide support to individual and emerging artists in the City.
Section two of Int. No. 1136 would amend chapter 67 of the Charter of the City of New York (the Charter) by adding new section 2506 to provide for the creation of a cultural plan for the City.

Pursuant to subdivision (1) of such section 2506 the legislation would establish that on or before July 1, 2015, the Commissioner of Cultural Affairs shall produce and post on its website a comprehensive cultural plan for New York City to be submitted to the Mayor and City Council.

Paragraph (a) of subdivision (1) of such section 2506 would require an outline of how DCLA intends to increase participation in cultural activities throughout the City and how the agency intends to address what the citizens of the City desire in art and culture policy, to be included in the Plan. 
 Paragraph (b) of subdivision (1) of section 2506 of the Charter would require an outline of the City’s cultural policies and how DCLA intends to manifest such policies and study their impact by measurement or review of economic benefits, quality of life, community development, and cultural literacy, to be included in the Plan.

Paragraph (c) of subdivision (1) of section 2506 of the Charter would mandate the inclusion of a community decisionmaking process in the Plan to focus on neighborhoods, to engage and encourage community input and to support access to the arts and cultural programming in such neighborhoods.

Paragraph (d) of subdivision (1) of such section 2506 would include in the Plan an analysis of whether some neighborhoods are better served than others and proposals to remedy such deficiencies. 

Paragraph (e) of subdivision (1) of such section 2506 would require in the Plan an analysis of the needs of artists and how they can remain in the City and be supported in the City’s real estate environment. 

Int. No. 1136 would provide in subdivision (2) of section 2506 of the Charter that such Plan shall be reviewed and may be revised as appropriate every ten years.
Finally, bill section three would establish that this local law would take effect immediately.  
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