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INT. NO. 131:                       
By Council Members Cornegy, Deutsch, Constantinides, Johnson, Vallone, Ferreras, Lancman, Vacca, Espinal, Menchaca, Greenfield, Reynoso, Treyger, Gentile, Maisel, Cumbo, Eugene, Rosenthal, Lander, Levin, Barron, Arroyo, Palma, Koslowitz, Williams, Koo, Dickens, Chin, King, Levine, Miller, Richards, Rose, Torres, Van Bramer, Dromm, Cabrera, Cohen, Mealy, Mendez, Kallos, Rodriguez, Gibson, Ulrich, Ignizio, Matteo and the Public Advocate (Ms. James)

TITLE:
To amend the New York city charter in relation to requiring the DOE to equip all exit doors with an alarm system in all elementary school buildings and all buildings accommodating D75 programs.
CITY CHARTER:
Amends section 528.
INTRODUCTION

On Thursday, June 12, 2014, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Daniel Dromm, will hear testimony on Int. No. 131, a local law to amend the New York city charter in relation to requiring the DOE to equip all exit doors with an alarm system in all elementary school buildings and all buildings accommodating D75 programs. The New York City Department of Education, education advocates and other members of the public are expected to testify.  
ANALYSIS
Section one of Int. No. 131 would amend the New York City Charter (the Charter) by adding “other security measures” to the title of section 528, “the installation and operation of security cameras and other security measures in New York City public schools.” Int.No.131 would require the DOE, in consultation with the NYPD, to install door alarm systems at schools and consolidated school locations operated by the DOE where such systems are deemed by the NYPD to be appropriate for safety purposes.  Int. No. 131 would require that the door alarms systems be placed at the discretion of the DOE, in consultation with the principal of each school and the NYPD, at the entrance and exit doors of each school building under the jurisdiction of the department of education and including any building with pre-kindergarten through grade 5 or a district 75 program.  Int. No. 131 would provide that such alarm system shall alert school building staff of any unauthorized departure from the school building, and shall be activated at all times during the school day when students are on premises. Int. No. 131 would provide the following definitions: “district 75 program” shall mean any educational, vocational, or behavioral support program under the authority of the department for students who are on the autism spectrum, or have significant cognitive delays, emotional challenges, sensory impairments, or multiple disabilities.
New subdivision c of section 528 of the charter would require the DOE, in consultation with the NYPD, to set the priorities for the installation of door alarm systems. Int. No. 131 would require that by the end of 2014, the DOE shall have reviewed the potential for installing door alarms systems in each school building containing grades kindergarten through five and shall submit to the Council a report, indicating, for each school under its jurisdiction, the findings of the review and the reasons for the findings contained therein.
Section 3 of Int. No. 131 would provide that this local law take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.

Int. No. 131

By Council Members Cornegy, Deutsch, Constantinides, Johnson, Vallone, Ferreras, Lancman, Vacca, Espinal, Menchaca, Greenfield, Reynoso, Treyger, Gentile, Maisel, Cumbo, Eugene, Rosenthal, Lander, Levin, Barron, Arroyo, Palma, Koslowitz, Williams, Koo, Dickens, Chin, King, Levine, Miller, Richards, Rose, Torres, Van Bramer, Dromm, Cabrera, Cohen, Mealy, Mendez, Kallos, Rodriguez, Gibson, Ulrich, Ignizio, Matteo and the Public Advocate (Ms. James)

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the DOE to equip all exit doors with an alarm system in all elementary school buildings and buildings accommodating district 75 programs.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 528 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:
§528. The installation and operation of security cameras and other security measures in New York City public schools.  a. Installation of Security Cameras and door alarm systems. The New York City department of education, in consultation with the New York City police department, shall install security cameras and door alarm systems at schools and consolidated school locations operated by the department of education where the chancellor, in consultation with the New York City police department, deems such cameras and door alarm systems appropriate for safety purposes.  Such cameras may be placed at the entrance and exit doors of each school and may be placed in any area of the school where individuals do not have a reasonable expectation of privacy.  The number, type, placement, and location of such cameras within each school shall be at the discretion of the department of education, in consultation with the principal of each school and the police department. Such door alarm systems shall be placed at the discretion of the department of education, in consultation with the principal of each school and the police department, at the entrance and exit doors of each school building under the jurisdiction of the department of education, including any building with pre-kindergarten through grade 5 or a district 75 program. Such alarm system shall alert school building staff of any unauthorized departure from the school building, and shall be activated at all times during the school day when students are on premises.  For the purposes of this section “district 75 program” shall mean any educational, vocational, or behavioral support program under the authority of the department for students who are on the autism spectrum, or have significant cognitive delays, emotional challenges, sensory impairments, or multiple disabilities.

b.  Schedule of Installation, cameras. The department of education, in consultation with the police department, shall set the priorities for installation of cameras as set forth in subdivision a to include among other appropriate factors consideration of the level of violence in schools, as determined by the police department and the department of education.  By the end of 2006, the potential installation of cameras shall have been reviewed for all schools under the jurisdiction of the department of education, including elementary schools.  At the end of 2006, the department of education shall submit a report to the city council indicating, for each school under its jurisdiction, the findings of the review and the reasons for the findings contained therein.

  c.  Schedule of Installation, door alarm systems. The department of education, in consultation with the police department, shall set the priorities for installation of door alarm systems as set forth in subdivision a.  By the end of 2014, the potential installation of door alarm systems shall have been reviewed for all schools under the jurisdiction of the department of education, including any building with pre-kindergarten through grade 5 or a district 75 program.  At the end of 2014, the department of education shall submit a report to the speaker of the city council indicating, for each school under its jurisdiction, the findings of the review and the reasons for the findings contained therein.

 
§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment.
AES/TNN

LS 604

3/6/14
PAGE  
5

