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PROPOSED INT. NO. 566-A:         By Council Members Levin, Ignizio, Arroyo, 






Brewer, Dickens, Dromm, Ferreras, Fidler, Lander,





Mendez, Palma, Rose, Seabrook, Van Bramer, Vann,





Williams, Vallone, Vacca, Wills, Chin, Nelson,





Halloran and Koo.
TITLE:                       
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter,              in relation to the notification of information related to requiring the reporting of information related to polychlorinated biphenyls.
CHARTER:



Adds a new section 530-a.
I. INTRODUCTION

On November 18, 2011, the Education Committee, chaired by Council Member Robert Jackson will hear testimony on Proposed Int. No. 566-A.  This bill would amend the charter of the city of New York, to require the Department of Education (DOE) to report information related to the detection and removal of pcbs.
II. ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED INT. NO.  566-A

Proposed Int. No. 566-A would amend the New York City charter to require the DOE to report information related to polychlorinated biphenyls. Section one of the bill would amend the City Charter by adding a new section 530-a titled “PCB reporting data.”  Subdivision a of such subdivision provides definitions for the purposes of the new section: “Department” would mean the New York City Department of Education; “Pcbs” would mean polychlorinated biphenyls; “Public school” would mean any school in a building owned or leased by the department, including charter schools, that contains any combination of grades from kindergarten through twelve.

Subdivision (b) of this section would require the Chancellor of the DOE  to submit a quarterly report to the City Council regarding the progress of pcb removal in public schools. Such report would be due no later than August 1st of 2012 and on a quarterly basis thereafter.
Paragraph 1 of such subdivision (b) would require the inclusion of, in such report, the total number of light fixtures containing pcbs that have been detected and removed.


Paragraph 2 of such subdivision would require the reporting of the total number of floor tiles containing pcbs that have been detected and removed.


Paragraph 3 of such subdivision would require the reporting regarding the overall progress of the departments pcb removal and remediation plan including information pertaining to the presence and the removal of pcb’s in caulking.

Paragraph 4 of such subdivision would require the DOE to prepare and submit an updated copy of any frequently asked questions document that provides answers to questions regarding pcb’s to post such document on the DOE’s website and make it available in hard copy.

Paragraph 5 would require that all information reported pursuant to this report be aggregated citywide, as well as disaggregated by community school district, council district and borough. 


Section 2 of the bill states that the law would take effect 90 days after its enactment into law.

III. CONCLUSION


The data required by Proposed Int. No. 566-A would bring a level of transparency to the overall progress of the DOE’s pcb remediation and removal plan.
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