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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Welcome to the

          3  Committee hearing. My name is David Weprin, I chair

          4  the Finance Committee.

          5                 I'm going to open up the hearing with

          6  a moment of silence for former President Ronald

          7  Reagan. This is the first meeting since his passing.

          8                 (Moment of Silence Observed.)

          9                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

         10                 Today on our agenda we are

         11  considering a preconsidered resolution approving

         12  applications by the City's Parks Department for

         13  State assistance payments for 34 projects.

         14                 These projects fall into the

         15  categories of Municipal Park projects, local

         16  waterfront revitalization projects, and/or Hudson

         17  River Estuary Projects.

         18                 The application deadlines for the

         19  grants for these projects is the end of this month,

         20  of June.

         21                 The last round of application for

         22  State grants for park projects occurred last June,

         23  at which time I asked the Parks Department to work

         24  with us to provide the Committee with the

         25  opportunity for input into the creation of the list
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          2  of projects which the City seeks grants.

          3                 For this cycle the Parks Department

          4  sent out letters to each Council member soliciting

          5  input for the grant cycle, and each member of this

          6  Committee received a follow-up phone call.

          7                 That doesn't mean that all ideas

          8  received from members could be included, because

          9  some may not have met the criteria for funding, but

         10  I believe this is a much more cooperative approach

         11  to the application process, rather than presenting

         12  the Committee with a list it had no role in

         13  formulating.

         14                 So, I want to commend the Parks

         15  Department for their cooperation, and ask them to

         16  come forward to go over the application.

         17                 I'm just going to introduce my

         18  colleagues that are here.

         19                 We have Deputy Majority Leader Bill

         20  Perkins from Manhattan. We have Council Member

         21  Albert Vann from Brooklyn. Council Member Mike

         22  McMahon from Staten Island. Council Member Mike

         23  Nelson from Brooklyn, Chair of the Subcommittee

         24  here. Council Member Leroy Comrie, our Majority Whip

         25  from Queens. Council Member Gale Brewer from Queens.
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          2  We are being joined by Council Member Robert Jackson

          3  from Manhattan, who is our quorum. Council Member

          4  Christine Quinn from Manhattan. Council Member Lew

          5  Fidler from Brooklyn. Minority Leader Councilman Jim

          6  Oddo from Staten Island. Council Member Madeline

          7  Provenzano from the Bronx. And Councilman Dennis

          8  Gallagher from Queens.

          9                 Brian Thompson, if you could come

         10  forward please, who is the Grants Manager of the

         11  Department of Parks and Recreation. And if you could

         12  also identify your colleague.

         13                 MR. THOMPSON: Good morning. My name

         14  is Brian Thompson. And with me is Mora Haggerty,

         15  Government Relations with Parks.

         16                 Can you hear me?

         17                 Good morning. How are you? Today

         18  before you, Brian Thompson, Grants Manager with the

         19  Parks Department; and Mora Haggerty, Government

         20  Relations with Parks.

         21                 Thank you very much for the

         22  opportunity to discuss this preconsidered resolution

         23  for grant funding applications to the State.

         24                 The resolution authorizes parks

         25  applications to both Environmental Protection Fund
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          2  and federal Land and Water Conservation funding.

          3                 There are numerous federal, state and

          4  private grants available annually, and Parks takes

          5  advantage of all of these sorts of funding each

          6  year. Grant rounds occur every other month

          7  throughout the year.

          8                 Many of the grants we apply for

          9  issued by the State, and the process begins with an

         10  announcement of the grant, application deadline,

         11  materials being posted, and a project priority being

         12  set by the State.

         13                 In April, New York State issued a

         14  request for applications for EPF and LWBCF funding,

         15  and applications are due, as David Weprin mentioned,

         16  on June 30th.

         17                 One of the requirements is that Parks

         18  obtain a resolution from the City Council to apply

         19  for this funding.

         20                 For many state grants, the Governor

         21  identifies specific project priorities, and special

         22  consideration is given to these projects that fall

         23  into these categories.

         24                 This helps guide the applications

         25  that we select. This year priorities include
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          2  recreational facilities in underserved areas,

          3  adaptive reuse of educational facilities, and

          4  projects to provide additional or enhanced public

          5  access to the Long Island Sound, Erie Canal, or the

          6  Hudson River.

          7                 Upon announcement of the states grant

          8  round this year, Parks sent letters to the City

          9  Council, and we're happy to report that we are

         10  submitting a number of applications for projects

         11  proposed by Council members.

         12                 State grant money, in particularly

         13  EPF funds, are an extremely important source of

         14  funding for Parks.

         15                 Grant money enables Parks to fund

         16  environmental restoration and preservation projects

         17  that would otherwise go unrealized.

         18                 Over the last three years, Parks has

         19  submitted over 91 applications, representing

         20  projects totaling $44 million, and received $12

         21  million in grant awards.

         22                 In consultation with community

         23  groups, friends of groups and the City Council, this

         24  year Parks proposes 34 projects, which meets the

         25  grant criteria and the Governor's priorities.
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          2                 These applications represent a total

          3  project cost of $21 million.

          4                 Without the Council's help, Parks

          5  would not be able to meet the state's application

          6  requirements, we ask that you continue to support

          7  our quest for state grant funds and help us to

          8  identify projects throughout the City that could

          9  benefit from this money.

         10                 I would be happy to answer any

         11  questions you have at this time.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Thompson.

         14                 I believe Council Member Fidler had a

         15  comment.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: It's not

         17  really a question, it's really a comment and thank

         18  you for including the Canarsie Park interpretive

         19  waterfront trail.

         20                 I'm sure, as you're well aware, Parks

         21  has a rather majestic plan for Canarsie, Seaview

         22  Park, that I am working very closely with the Parks

         23  Department on. This would be an integral part of

         24  that. It's one that all parts of the community in

         25  Canarsie are very, very much looking forward to, I
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          2  believe to waterfront access along Padagat Basin,

          3  and it really is a fulfillment of a promise that was

          4  made in the Department of Sanitation, who took this

          5  portion of the park from Parks for a compost site,

          6  and would result in not only the full restoration of

          7  the site to its natural habitat, but also in a way

          8  that the public would use it.

          9                 So, I am very, very happy to see this

         10  on the list and look forward to your application and

         11  your success.

         12                 Anything I can do to help make it

         13  successful, you can count on me.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Council Member

         15  Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes. I wanted

         17  to know why Jamaica Bay or the Airport Tributary,

         18  none of the wetlands around the airport were

         19  included or nothing from the Howard Beach area,

         20  those areas that need to be preserved were included

         21  in this plan.

         22                 And if so, when would they be

         23  included? If not, when would they be?

         24                 MR. THOMPSON: The projects that you

         25  speak of, we worked with boroughs to come up with
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          2  projects that were eligible for a particular grant

          3  round, and --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Was it a

          5  particular grant?

          6                 I mean, you said that it's a state

          7  and federal grant, but what is the criteria for it,

          8  if it doesn't include wetland restoration?

          9                 Does it include wetland restoration?

         10  Because I think I see some other areas --

         11                 MR. THOMPSON: Wetland restoration

         12  along the Hudson River is one of the programs.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes. But we

         14  don't have any for Queens.

         15                 I know those are not necessarily my

         16  district's, but I'm just curious, did you talk to

         17  the Borough Presidents or the State DEC regarding

         18  this plan?

         19                 MR. THOMPSON: Another one of the

         20  priorities that helps guide Project Selection is

         21  priorities set by the State and this year wetlands

         22  weren't a large part of the priorities set, because

         23  it's a very competitive statewide process. We tried

         24  to listen to the state's priorities and try to be

         25  guided by those in part.
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          2                 There are other grant rounds

          3  throughout the year that, including the water

          4  quality improvement projects that DEC proposes, that

          5  might be appropriate for that project.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay.

          7                 MR. THOMPSON: And we could look into

          8  that.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay.

         10                 And then another project I would like

         11  to see considered, and even last night in my

         12  district also, Southeastern Queens they're trying to

         13  develop another -- the Eastern Queens Alliance is

         14  trying to develop the Rockaway Rosedale area -- I'm

         15  sorry, I have a cold -- they're trying to make a

         16  natural wetlands over there that exists between

         17  Rockaway Boulevard and Hunts Creek Boulevard,

         18  there's a natural tributary in that area that

         19  they're trying to preserve, and I'd like to see that

         20  considered also, if you could get back to us on the

         21  Committee about that. It's in Council Member

         22  Sanders' district, but it's something that they've

         23  been working on for awhile.

         24                 MR. THOMPSON: I would be happy to

         25  discuss any additional projects with anyone from
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          2  your staff, if it's possible to include them.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: So, this is an

          4  ongoing project, you can include more projects

          5  afterwards? Or will all of this be closed after

          6  this?

          7                 MR. THOMPSON: For this particular

          8  grant round the deadline would be looming for us,

          9  but for grant rounds throughout the summer and into

         10  the fall, we could consider them.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay, thank

         12  you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

         15  Chair.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you. I

         17  just want to advocate the things that I'm aware of

         18  that I don't see on the list. I know there are

         19  numerous articles in Queens papers already regarding

         20  the erosion of the Jamaica Bay area, and also the

         21  desire of developing these wetlands.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

         24                 Council Member Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I want to
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          2  thank you for this information. I know it's a lot of

          3  work to put these grants together.

          4                 I know last year it might have been a

          5  different grant, Parks did apply for funding for the

          6  59th Street recreation center, but I think it wasn't

          7  under this grant, it was a different grant?

          8                 MR. THOMPSON: It was involved with

          9  the same grant round.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: It was a

         11  different grant round, but was it the same funding

         12  source?

         13                 MR. THOMPSON: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Okay. So, my

         15  question is, can you get us, or to the Chair, what

         16  the outcome is of some of these grants, and then

         17  secondly, just the date so that we could be thinking

         18  about projects so that we have a sense of when we

         19  should be putting together material for you.

         20                 It's probably my fault in my case of

         21  not knowing this, but I think it would be helpful,

         22  and then we could be thinking about topics that fit

         23  into this criteria, okay?

         24                 MR. THOMPSON: Sure.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

          5                 We've also been joined by a few of

          6  our colleagues. We have our Majority Leader Council

          7  Member Joel Rivera from the Bronx. We have Council

          8  Member Helen Sears from Queens, and Council Member

          9  Simcha Felder from Brooklyn.

         10                 Council Member Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         12  very much.

         13                 What kind of money do you think

         14  you're going to need to do the project?

         15                 Who are some of the partners in the

         16  community that you're working with?

         17                 MR. THOMPSON: The Carare State

         18  Restoration at 99th Street and Riverside Drive. The

         19  proposal proposes to restore just a severely

         20  deteriorated stair that was built in 1916.

         21                 We're making a request to the State

         22  for $200,000, which requires a $200,000 match for a

         23  total of $400,000 project.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: It would be

         25  200 from the State and a match by the City?
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          2                 MR. THOMPSON: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay.

          4                 MR. THOMPSON: Or local funds. Other

          5  local funding. We're working with the Riverside Park

          6  Fund to raise funds and reach out to the community

          7  for support.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay.

          9                 MR. THOMPSON: What was the other

         10  project?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Harlem River

         12  Park Comfort Station.

         13                 MR. THOMPSON: This project came out

         14  of a recent Harlem River Park Task Force meeting

         15  with community groups, and it was a project that the

         16  community was asking for us to put forward.

         17                 It provides an opportunity for people

         18  to access the park where there was previously no

         19  comfort station which was the deterrent.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And exactly

         21  where is this comfort station going to be?

         22                 MR. THOMPSON: We are still, I think

         23  in general at Harlem River Park the in East Harlem,

         24  the site or it hasn't been --

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'm sorry I

                                                            17

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  can't hear you.

          3                 MR. THOMPSON: The exact site hasn't

          4  --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Bring the mic

          6  to you.

          7                 MR. THOMPSON: -- Been determined yet.

          8                 We're looking at -- it's a $250,000

          9  request from the State, and I could --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Is there a

         11  match involved with this?

         12                 MR. THOMPSON: Again, they're all

         13  50/50 matches with local funding.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And some of

         15  the groups that you have been working with on this

         16  include who?

         17                 MR. THOMPSON: The Harlem River Task

         18  Force.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         20                 MR. THOMPSON: The Park Task Force,

         21  includes a number of different groups. I could get

         22  more information for you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Could you get

         24  me that list, please?

         25                 MR. THOMPSON: Sure.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And then, of

          3  course, the Riverside Park Playground, 117th, 118th

          4  Street.

          5                 MR. THOMPSON: The Riverside Park

          6  Playground reconstruction project.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

          8                 MR. THOMPSON: Yes, that, again, it's

          9  a little bit smaller project, it's a $100,000

         10  request from the state, a total project cost of 350,

         11  and, again, we're working with Riverside Park Fund.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: The total

         13  project is $350,000. Where is the other 250 going to

         14  come from?

         15                 MR. THOMPSON: We're working with the

         16  Riverside Park Fund, the City Council members, and

         17  others, and other grant funding can also come into

         18  play.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: What City

         20  Council members are you working with?

         21                 MS. HAGGERTY: I'll explain, because

         22  we don't find out a lot if we got the grant until

         23  two years after we apply. Sometimes the State

         24  doesn't let you know in a year.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay.
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          2                 MS. HAGGERTY: So, when we find out

          3  sometimes if there is an ongoing project there, we

          4  can use existing capital dollars as a match.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay. That's

          6  great. Wonderful projects that this City Council

          7  Member that represents the area supports, and would

          8  really have no problem if you reached out to me to

          9  let me know how I can be helpful with your

         10  applications or any other related matters.

         11                 One last concern is that, this is a

         12  State applications that you're going to be sending

         13  this to, just the State, and what role will the

         14  State have, after they give you the money, are they

         15  involved at all in any other way?

         16                 MR. THOMPSON: They're involved with

         17  reviewing the bidding process for contractors. They

         18  review the designs, and they shepherd the grant

         19  process through to completion. They're there at the

         20  ribbon cutting for a new project, and they also make

         21  sure that the project is maintained for, I think

         22  it's five to ten years after the project is

         23  completed.

         24                 They're a partner throughout the

         25  process.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Okay. Thank

          3  you very much. I appreciate it.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

          5                 Council Member Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Chairman.

          8                 Thank you for your testimony. I just

          9  have a few questions.

         10                 Could you please, I know Council

         11  Member Comrie started to ask with reference to the

         12  criteria for these grants; could you just spend a

         13  little bit more time defining what the criteria is,

         14  please?

         15                 MR. THOMPSON: Sure.

         16                 There are three different programs.

         17  Each have somewhat different criteria. Two or three

         18  of the largest guiding criteria are the fact that we

         19  can only apply for 350,000 up to a maximum of

         20  350,000 from the State, which requires a local match

         21  of the same amount.

         22                 Another criteria is the state

         23  priority set by the Governor, help guide how the

         24  projects are rated, if they fall into categories

         25  that are considered approved by the State, which

                                                            21

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  includes projects in underserved areas, some of the

          3  categories don't apply to New York City as well as

          4  others. For example, projects in the Erie Canal area

          5  don't really help us out.

          6                 There are several categories of

          7  projects. Historic preservation projects require

          8  that the project, the site be on the historic

          9  national register, and the state register, so that's

         10  one hurdle to get over as well.

         11                 Projects have to be capital projects,

         12  they can't be just for design or studies, and they

         13  also want to see a project that can happen within a

         14  year. They want to see a project that can be fully

         15  funded with local funds as a match, and sometimes we

         16  are proposing large projects that will take two to

         17  three years to completely fundraise for. That's also

         18  a limiting factor.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Now, do

         20  these have to be environmental?

         21                 MR. THOMPSON: No. They can be

         22  straightforward capital reconstruction projects like

         23  the Riverside Drive Playground is in construction.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Because I

         25  was looking in the Brooklyn, and also I guess in
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          2  Manhattan, and there seem to be some parks and

          3  playgrounds and I just wanted to know how each one

          4  of those actually made it onto the list and why

          5  weren't similar parks and playgrounds and projects

          6  and the like from Queens or from Staten Island or

          7  any of the other boroughs picking?

          8                 Most of the issues from Queens seem

          9  to be environmental issues. And what about Queens?

         10  What about some of their parks and their playgrounds

         11  that can use some renovation and restoration money,

         12  and we'd love to have the state pick up the

         13  percentage of the tab too.

         14                 MR. THOMPSON: As we did in April when

         15  the grants were announced, we reached out for all

         16  the Council members and we also worked with the

         17  boroughs and community groups.

         18                 In addition to the list you see

         19  before you, there are a number of friends that are

         20  applying for grants, as well, that don't require

         21  City Council resolution, and there are additional

         22  projects that aren't on this list.

         23                 For example, in Forest Park there's a

         24  skateboard park that we're seeking funding for,

         25  which is a State priority, we're hoping to get
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          2  funded.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: So, in

          4  Forest Park, the skateboard park will be funded out

          5  of this matching grant or it's requested that it's

          6  for funding?

          7                 MR. THOMPSON: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: So, in

          9  other words, we'll have to wait two years until we

         10  get a skateboard park?

         11                 MR. THOMPSON: Sometimes it takes that

         12  long, yes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: So, if any

         14  Council member wanted to put in a project, so long

         15  as it meets the criteria, then you would submit it?

         16                 MR. THOMPSON: Yes, sir.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Any

         18  project.

         19                 Is there a limitation to the number

         20  of projects that you could submit?

         21                 MR. THOMPSON: There is somewhat of a

         22  limitation in that we try to strategize within a

         23  very competitive statewide grant. There is $15

         24  million available for all cities and counties in New

         25  York State, and we have proposed projects totalling
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          2  $12 million in requests, so we're almost asking for

          3  as much as the State could provide. Of course,

          4  they're not going to give it all to New York, so we

          5  have to somewhat strategize how many projects we put

          6  forward.

          7                 The State usually picks one per

          8  borough, it seems to be. It's hard to say how

          9  they're going to award grants. So, we would love for

         10  them to award more, and that's why we put our effort

         11  into other grant rounds throughout the year as well.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: In the best

         13  case scenario of the five that are submitted from

         14  Queens, you anticipate that they may do one?

         15                 MR. THOMPSON: One or two, yes.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Okay.

         17                 All right, thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

         19                 Council Member Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Chair.

         22                 I also wasn't notified, by the City

         23  at least. I heard through somebody I know in the

         24  State that told me about it. I thought it was a

         25  cochamamie way for this to happen. So, I echo the
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          2  statements made by my colleague Bill Perkins.

          3                 I greatly appreciate the

          4  improvements, however, and I think a lot of this

          5  land has been laid baron and now we can actually

          6  utilize it for the services for our citizenry.

          7                 Is there a budget allocated for the

          8  advertising of this recreational activity that's

          9  coming to our shores?

         10                 MR. THOMPSON: I'm sorry?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Is there any

         12  budget that is going to be allocated for it?

         13                 We have to get across to people, you

         14  know, kiakers and people who would put their boats

         15  in the slips and things like that.

         16                 MR. THOMPSON: Are you referring to

         17  the Sheepshead Bay Project?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Primarily,

         19  yes.

         20                 MR. THOMPSON: No, I don't know if

         21  there is a budget specifically for that. I'm working

         22  with the Mariners Division at Parks to come up with

         23  a project, and I could find out more information for

         24  you and get back to you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes, word of
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          2  mouth will do a lot of good, but I think we'll have

          3  to get it across as well.

          4                 Now, for improvement with the City

          5  and the State, approximately how long would it take

          6  to commence? And about how long do you expect

          7  completion? And if I could specify it to Sheepshead

          8  Bay, I will.

          9                 MR. THOMPSON: We're not sure when the

         10  grants will be awarded. They usually take between

         11  six and 12 months.

         12                 We heard last year's awards, programs

         13  submitted last year, just a few weeks ago. And we go

         14  into contract with the State and it takes about a

         15  year to a year and a half to complete the project,

         16  depending on the scope and the fully, a state of

         17  fully fundedness (sic).

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: The best case

         19  scenario would be approximately two and a half years

         20  to completion --

         21                 MR. THOMPSON: Give or take?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Give or take.

         23                 And the hours of the customer service

         24  person, what are they planned to be? How many days

         25  and which time?
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          2                 MR. THOMPSON: Again, I couldn't speak

          3  eloquently to that. I would have to follow-up with

          4  the project managers on those projects and find out

          5  more for you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Based upon

          7  need, I would imagine.

          8                 And finally, what stage are you in

          9  right now with the State?

         10                 Did they give you any idea

         11  approximately how close you are to approval?

         12                 MR. THOMPSON: Well, what we do at

         13  this point is we pull together applications, which

         14  includes a narrative, a budget, scope, letters of

         15  support from community groups, City Council

         16  resolution maps, photos, as much as we can to

         17  strengthen the project's application.

         18                 We also share all this information

         19  with the State prior to application and they help us

         20  to guide which project they think will rate well,

         21  and then we submit on June 30th and then wait for

         22  several months.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: And the State

         24  has a max, the 50 percent they contribute towards

         25  this; would you keep us posted to find where we're
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          2  at at various times?

          3                 MR. THOMPSON: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: All right,

          5  thank you.

          6                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Council Member

          8  Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         10  Mr. Chair.

         11                 I just wanted to reiterate what my

         12  colleague Gale Brewer said. Obviously, I know that

         13  we were here last year and the year before and

         14  approving resolutions in order for these requests to

         15  go through, and I just would like to see from a, I

         16  guess from a two- or three-year perspective as to

         17  what requests we put in and what were approved, so

         18  we know what type of approval we're getting from the

         19  state.

         20                 So, if that can be submitted to the

         21  chair, and the Chair subsequently gives it to the

         22  Committee members, I appreciate that, along with my

         23  colleague Bill Perkins' information about who are

         24  the other participants and players on the Harlem

         25  River Task Force.
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          2                 Even though that's not in my

          3  district, still in Northern Manhattan, I'm

          4  interested in seeing that. So, other than that, all

          5  of my questions and concerns have been answered.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

          8                 Council Member Sears.

          9                 Council Member McMahon.

         10                 Okay, I believe Council Member

         11  Perkins had another question.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Just quickly.

         13  I assume that the community boards are involved in

         14  these discussions?

         15                 MR. THOMPSON: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: They are?

         17                 MR. THOMPSON: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Or they will

         19  be?

         20                 At what point are they involved? Now

         21  or afterwards.

         22                 MR. THOMPSON: Often if a project has

         23  been initiated by them, or they've been involved

         24  with it prior, we are working with them.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Do you know
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          2  which ones that they initiated, or which ones you're

          3  working with?

          4                 MR. THOMPSON: Not off the top of my

          5  head, but I could get back to you on that.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes, would

          7  you please let me know?

          8                 MR. THOMPSON: Sure.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Particularly

         10  with the ones that I asked you about before.

         11                 MR. THOMPSON: Sure.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Including the

         13  Ronald McNare one, on the playground that's going to

         14  be built in Harlem.

         15                 MR. THOMPSON: We also reach out to

         16  them for letters of support, which are important --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Did you get

         18  letters of support for all of these projects?

         19                 MR. THOMPSON: We're in the midst of

         20  doing that.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: All right.

         22                 Would you make sure that I get that

         23  information, please.

         24                 MR. THOMPSON: Sure.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.
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          2                 Okay, we're going to move to a vote

          3  on the preconsidered Reso.

          4                 Call the roll.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Mr. Chair, my

          7  colleague said she had a question, if you don't

          8  mind.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I'm sorry, I

         10  was on the phone and I sincerely apologize.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay. Council

         12  Member Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Sorry. Just one

         14  fast question.

         15                 On the Worlds Fair marina

         16  reconstruction --

         17                 MR. THOMPSON: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: -- Has any of

         19  the mitigation monies that went to the marina

         20  extended to the -- from the promenade, rather,

         21  extend to the marina; did anything start with the

         22  marina that came from those mitigation funds?

         23                 Because I know it involved the

         24  promenade and I don't know if it extended to any of

         25  that appropriation.

                                                            32

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 MR. THOMPSON: I don't believe so.

          3                 I'm familiar with that but I don't

          4  think I could speak to it specifically. I can find

          5  out and get back to you.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Okay, because I

          7  just wondered where that left at and if that was in

          8  phase 1 or whatever.

          9                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay.

         11                 We'll now move to a vote.

         12                 Call the roll, please.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Mr. Chair, can

          7  I explain my vote?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes, you may.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'd like to

         10  vote aye, but I'd like to see this process opened up

         11  a little more so that we can have a better chance to

         12  take a look at it as it's being reviewed and the

         13  projects are being considered.

         14                 And also, that they reach out to

         15  every community board before they make a final

         16  decision on the projects. And with that, I vote aye.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay, well taken.

         18                 And Mr. Thompson, if you could get

         19  back to the powers that be at the Parks Department

         20  to let them know that the line of questioning has

         21  been that we'd like a little bit more input in the

         22  process in the future, and more information about

         23  potential grants.

         24                 Proceed.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 16 in the

         18  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         19  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         20                 Council Members, please sign the

         21  Committee report.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Rules

         24  Committee next door right now.

         25                 And are you doing Housing and
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          2  Buildings here?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: In here.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Housing and

          5  Buildings in here right now. Rules will be five

          6  minutes, really five minutes.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I'm going to hold

          8  the roll open for those members that want to come in

          9  to vote within a reasonable period of time.

         10                 Other than that we're adjourned.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
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