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          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Can we start

          3  with the Pledge of Allegiance, please? Happy New

          4  Year!

          5                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          6                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Roll call.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         12  sir.

         13                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Quiet, please,

         14  as we rise for the invocation.

         15                 The invocation is being delivered by

         16  Father Donald Baker from St. Teresa Catholic Church,

         17  141 Henry Street, New York.

         18                 FATHER BAKER: Could I invite you all

         19  to join with me for a moment of prayer.

         20                 Oh God of Justice and Wisdom, we give

         21  you thanks that in this great land your justice is

         22  not bestowed from above by kings and queens, but

         23  rather arises from among men and women, created in

         24  your beautiful image, and that your wisdom is

         25  revealed whenever two or three gather together to
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          2  seek your counsel.

          3                 We ask your blessing upon the New

          4  York City Council as it begins its deliberations in

          5  this new year, as they discuss the challenges that

          6  face our great City, as they debate the issues that

          7  concern the people they represent, as they

          8  deliberate and offer counsel to our Mayor, and as

          9  they decide the initiatives our City will undertake

         10  this year;

         11                 May they be given the power of your

         12  wisdom, and a share in your justice, not only so

         13  that they will know what they can do, but what they

         14  should do, so that this City will continue to be a

         15  bastion of tolerance for all who live in it, a

         16  beacon of hope for all who come to live in it, and

         17  become like that shining City, spoken of so often in

         18  the scriptures, filled with people created in your

         19  image, beautiful in all their diversity - in short,

         20  the City you would have us be.

         21                 We ask this in your strong name,

         22  amen.

         23                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Council Member

         24  Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Leader,
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          2  the Lower East Side and Lower Manhattan has been

          3  blessed for years with the benefit of the brilliant

          4  spiritual leadership of Father Baker, I know I speak

          5  for all my colleagues when I say this Council is

          6  blessed to have its inspiration at the beginning of

          7  our new year. Therefore, I move to spread the

          8  invocation in full upon this record of this Charter

          9  Council Meeting.

         10                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Thank you.

         11                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Motion to

         13  have the minutes of the Stated Meeting of November

         14  29th, 2006, be adopted as printed.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: If I could ask my

         16  colleagues to please stand for a moment.

         17                 As we have our Charter Meeting of

         18  2007, it is definitely a blessing that we don't have

         19  to note or stand in memory of any Armed Forces'

         20  members from the City of New York that have been

         21  lost since our last meeting. But we do, and I think

         22  it's appropriate, want to stand and remember former

         23  President Gerald Ford. I think all of us know and

         24  appreciate President Ford for his long service, not

         25  just as President of the United States, but also for
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          2  25 years as a member of Congress, eight of them as

          3  the House Minority Leader, nine months he served as

          4  President of the Senate, and during World War II

          5  rose to the ranks of Lieutenant Commander in the

          6  Navy.

          7                 You know, for many of us, we remember

          8  Gerry Ford as the man who helped move this country

          9  forward at a time when the country was truly torn

         10  apart and where most Americans had lost faith in

         11  their government and feared that the government was

         12  something that they could no longer trust. And in

         13  most of the discussions of President Ford that have

         14  been going on in the press and on television,

         15  everybody who speaks of him seems to say the same

         16  great compliment, which is that he was a regular

         17  guy. And I think it's clear that maybe that was what

         18  the country needed at that moment in time, was just

         19  a regular guy, and we all owe him a tremendous debt

         20  of gratitude for moving us forward as a country in

         21  such a difficult time. You know, lesser nations when

         22  things like that happened have quite literally

         23  fallen apart, and we were able to keep moving

         24  forward and become an even better nation.

         25                 I just also want to note a couple of
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          2  things that the President did that he's not always

          3  much remembered for. You know, it was under his

          4  leadership for the first time ever that women were

          5  allowed into the academies of our Armed Forces. And

          6  so it really is because of President Ford that we

          7  have women in our Armed Services today and women at

          8  the highest levels for Armed Forces. In fact, there

          9  is two women from that first graduating class that

         10  he put together that are commandants in our Naval

         11  and Air Force Academy, and I don't know if anyone

         12  saw it, but it was touching on television when the

         13  President's motorcade and the casket went by the

         14  World War II Memorial, there were a line of female

         15  members of the military who stood and saluted to the

         16  President as he went by.

         17                 He was also somebody was assigned and

         18  led us towards the Hellsinki Human Rights Convention

         19  and the Agreements there with the Soviet Union which

         20  began to change the tide there and give dissidents

         21  in that country a better sense of safety and perhaps

         22  more courage to be able to speak up against the

         23  oppression they were suffering and eventually he

         24  signed an Arms Limitation Agreement with the Soviet

         25  Leaders at that same time.
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          2                 He was also the person who brought us

          3  our first-ever federal Campaign Finance Law which

          4  limited and further regulated contributions to

          5  federal candidates.

          6                 So, all of that, even without moving

          7  our country forward at such a difficult time is an

          8  impressive record and career to a public servant and

          9  I think all of us as legislators owe him, and

         10  Americans, a debt of gratitude.

         11                 I now want to call on our Minority

         12  Leader to make a few comments about our former

         13  President before we have a Moment of Silence in his

         14  honor.

         15                 MINORITY LEADER ODDO: Thank you,

         16  Madam Speaker, and I will be very brief.

         17                 I, like all of you, watched a lot of

         18  the coverage of saying good-bye to President Ford,

         19  and I think the one thing that will stay with me is

         20  the discussion about his decision to pardon

         21  President Nixon, and in an era where too much of

         22  politics is determined by polls and advisors, he

         23  went against political expediency, frankly, and in a

         24  very close election that he lost, many will point to

         25  that decision as one of the pivotal reasons for
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          2  losing that. And in an era where all too often we

          3  are forced to deal with or be defined by this

          4  political corruption, I hope that that one single

          5  thing can serve as a goal for each of us. We can

          6  address the issue of one elected official at a time,

          7  that's us, and try to live up to that standard that

          8  Gerry Ford set of putting the interests, in his

          9  case, of the American people, and in our case our

         10  individual constituents in 51 Council districts,

         11  putting those interests ahead of any political

         12  expediency. And that's what I'll take from it, that

         13  and the fact that he had an incredible family. And

         14  watching Betty Ford throughout this is an amazing

         15  thing, and we thank the Ford Family for their

         16  sacrifice in giving us Gerry Ford for all those

         17  years.

         18                 (Moment of Silence.)

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         20                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Messages and

         21  Papers from the Mayor.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 495. Submitting the

         23  name Nathan Levinthal, City Planning Commission.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         25  Elections.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 496, submitting the

          3  name Betty Y. Chen, City Planning Commission.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Privileges and

          5  Elections.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 497, submitting the

          7  name Richard W. Eadie, City Planning Commission.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Privileges and

          9  Elections.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 498, submitting the

         11  name Alfred C. Cerullo, City Planning Commissioner.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         13  Elections.

         14                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Communication

         15  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 499 on page two,

         17  through M 513 on page three, applications for a name

         18  change, renewals, relocations and ownership changes,

         19  base station licenses.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         21                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Petitions and

         22  Communications.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 514, Council Member

         24  Andrew Lanza submitting his resignation as a member

         25  of the New York City Council.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

          3  printed and filed.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 550, Council Member

          5  Yvette D. Clarke submitting her resignation as a

          6  member of the New York City Council.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

          8  printed and filed.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 516, State

         10  Legislative Resolutions.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

         12  printed and filed.

         13                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Land Use

         14  Call-Ups.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         16                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Communication

         17  from the Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Well, my first

         19  communication is that we all need to wish Council

         20  Member Gentile a happy birthday today. So, we want

         21  to wish him a great year and thank him for all his

         22  years of service in the Council and in the State

         23  Legislature, and on behalf of his constituents. So,

         24  happy birthday.

         25                 And secondly, I want to speak for a
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          2  second before calling on the Chair of our

          3  Environmental Protection Committee on Intro 18-A.

          4  We're passing today an important piece of

          5  legislation that I believe will move the City closer

          6  towards being even a greener City. It's a bill which

          7  will require that the City do an assessment of

          8  City-owned facilities to determine when and how we

          9  could move those facilities to cleaner energy

         10  generation and we could move those facilities to

         11  cogeneration. This is a bill that I think continues

         12  the Council's position that on environmental and

         13  other issues we need to lead by example, and if we

         14  can tell other people what they should do in their

         15  buildings if we're not doing it in City-owned

         16  buildings.

         17                 It's also a bill that will move us

         18  towards cleaner air and hopefully increase the

         19  City's part in ending global warming. And lastly, a

         20  bill that will hopefully eventually lead to moving

         21  more buildings and the City's highest energy-usage

         22  building off of our electrical grid. Certainly last

         23  summer showed many of us, some Council members even

         24  more than others, the importance for moving

         25  buildings off of the energy grid as much as
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          2  possible.

          3                 I want to thank Chairperson Gennaro

          4  for his work on 18-A, but I also want to thank him

          5  on all of his work on environmental issues. I said

          6  at the pre-Stated press conference that with Jim at

          7  the helm of our Environmental Protection Committee I

          8  would challenge any legislature in the City to be

          9  greener than the New York City Council. So, I want

         10  to call on Chairperson Gennaro, and I know all of

         11  our colleagues, all boroughs from the Bronx to

         12  Staten Island, thank you for helping us make this a

         13  greener City.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Wow. Thank

         15  you, Madam Speaker. Thank you very much. Thank you

         16  for your strong support.

         17                 And, yes, as the Speaker said, Intro.

         18  18-A will move us into a new era of clean on-site

         19  power generation. It's critically important that the

         20  City lead by example. This is a technology. This is

         21  a technology. This is a movement that we have to

         22  lead so that others will follow. It is kind of a

         23  complicated endeavor in that once we do this kind of

         24  technology, these facilities have to hook up to the

         25  Con Ed grid. We all saw last summer the need to sort
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          2  to move away from the way we now do things, the way

          3  we will do things in the future and this bill

          4  certainly sets that for us. It will take a lot of

          5  strain off the City's power grid. It will also move

          6  us in the direction of clean, you know, power

          7  generation, and efficient power generation, and

          8  efficient power generation, because when we put

          9  these facilities in, and when they're producing

         10  clean on-site power, they also will be capturing

         11  that heat and they'll be using that heat to run

         12  their air conditioners, to run their heating

         13  systems, and they'll be able to close down their

         14  old, defunct oil burner systems. So, it's a win/win

         15  for the environment, it's a win/win for public

         16  health. I'm certainly proud to be associated with

         17  this Committee and this body and the Speaker and

         18  everyone who supports all these measures and I

         19  certainly urge a yes vote on 18-A. I just want to

         20  thank in a special way the staff that worked on

         21  this, Council Member Donna DeCostanzo -- what's

         22  that? Counsel to the Committee, Donna DeCostanzo,

         23  Policy Analyst Dan Avery, my own Chief of Staff

         24  Peter Washburn, Rob Newman, Jim Caras, Veronica

         25  McNeil. We had a lot of help from the Bloomberg
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          2  Administration, Gil Quinones, Erica Kimberly, and

          3  all of us that brought us to this happy day.

          4                 Thank you all very much.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. I also just

          6  want to note, if folks could make a particular note

          7  of looking at the attached schedule, Finance was

          8  moved from next Monday to Tuesday, and some other

          9  changes. I just wanted to flag those for folks.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Discussion of

         12  General Orders.

         13                 None.

         14                 Report on Special Committees?

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         16                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Reports of

         17  Standing Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         19  Committee on Environmental Protection. Intro. 18-A.

         20  Regarding on-site power generation technologies.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         22  General Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Land Use.

         25                 LU 233 and Reso 681. UDAAP, Brooklyn.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed

          3  pursuant to letter of withdrawal.

          4                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: General Order

          5  Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

          7  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders. And at this point I ask for a roll call on

         10  all matters that are coupled on the General Order

         11  Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just want to

         24  say one thing quickly, which is to talk about Nat

         25  Levinthal. I'm obviously going to vote aye. I think
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          2  we all know him. Sorry. I vote aye but still say

          3  great things about Nat.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         14                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: All items on

         15  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         16  vote of 46 affirmative, zero negative, zero

         17  abstentions.

         18                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         20  to the Committees as indicated.

         21                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Discussion of

         22  Resolutions.

         23                 None. No resolutions.

         24                 General Discussion.

         25                 Council Member Lew Fidler, then
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          2  Council Member Robert Jackson, Council Member

          3  Foster, Mealy, Brewer. Only the people on that side.

          4  Okay.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

          6  Council Member Comrie.

          7                 We began this meeting with a Moment

          8  of Silence for Gerry Ford, and it always makes you

          9  remember where you were when something happened, and

         10  I remember where I was when Richard Nixon resigned

         11  and Gerry Ford became President, it was at a Crosby

         12  Stills Nash and Young concert in New Jersey, and the

         13  band -- my hair was a little bit longer. The band

         14  came out and said this one's for Gerry Ford and they

         15  played Love The One You're With, and I'd like to

         16  extend that sentiment to our new Governor Elliot

         17  Spitzer, who right now is giving a State of the

         18  State message, and if the newspapers are accurate,

         19  he's calling for property tax relief in the State of

         20  New York, and I just want to extend that sentiment

         21  here on the floor that we consider some point in

         22  this year, as we consider our budget modification,

         23  that's going to recognize almost $2 billion in

         24  additional revenue, that at some point we consider

         25  some property tax relief for taxpayers in this City
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          2  as we move forward.

          3                 Happy New Year everybody.

          4                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Council Member

          5  Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Chair.

          8                 My colleagues, let me just first wish

          9  all of you and your families a very, very happy,

         10  healthy, safe, and peaceful 2007.

         11                 All things considered, I hope that

         12  this year is one where we work as a body in order to

         13  fulfill the mission of what our goals are to better

         14  the City in which we live in, considering the fact

         15  that Elliot Spitzer, our new Governor, is going to

         16  be addressing many of the issues, as far as reform,

         17  as far as education, as far as health care, and

         18  property tax relief. I'm waiting to hear what he

         19  says on CFE, the Campaign for Fiscal Equity, because

         20  as you know, during the campaign he promised four-

         21  to six-billion dollars as a settlement of CFE, and

         22  the Court said minimum of $2 billion, and he said to

         23  us that he plans on increasing that amount, and we

         24  hope it's at least $4 billion on behalf of our

         25  children.
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          2                 As you know, we're in deep need in

          3  the City when it comes to education. 43 percent of

          4  our children graduate from high school within four

          5  years. We have failed our children, and it's about

          6  time that we all stand up and take whatever action

          7  we have to do to ensure that the system here in New

          8  York City educates, educates our children, so we're

          9  at least not the goal of the Department of

         10  Education's 70 percent, but at least 95 percent of

         11  our children graduate from high school, knowing how

         12  to read, how to write, knowing how to serve on the

         13  jury and being able to hold competitive employment.

         14                 So, I look forward to working with

         15  all of you in standing up for the children of New

         16  York City.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Council Member

         19  Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

         21                 Often as Council members we get all

         22  the accolades and it's our staff that does the work,

         23  and on December 26th, Mary Montgomery, who worked

         24  for my father and then worked for me, passed away

         25  after a long illness, and her funeral is tomorrow.
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          2  And I just want to publicly, as a Council member who

          3  can't do this alone, just give a shout out as the

          4  young people say, to her in memory of the work she

          5  did with all the constituents in the office. She

          6  wasn't down at City Hall much and she was able to

          7  work so well with the constituents because at one

          8  time she was a constituent who needed assistance and

          9  got herself together and then came and got a job,

         10  and she leaves two young grandchildren who she was

         11  caring for who now kind of have to find their way.

         12  So, as we go about our day, and of course, we know

         13  Gerald Ford and, of course, the Godfather of soul,

         14  James Brown, I just ask you to keep Mary Montgomery,

         15  my staff member, and her family in your prayers.

         16  It's a difficult time to lose your grandmother the

         17  day after Christmas, it's a difficult time to lose

         18  at all. But we've just got to remember, as Council

         19  Members and elected officials, it is the people that

         20  work with us that make us better and great, not us

         21  ourselves.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 MAJORITY WHIP: Council Member Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         25  much. I want to say Happy New Year and echo those
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          2  who are excited about a new state agenda, focusing

          3  hopefully on affordable prevention, housing,

          4  preservation, prevention of eviction and certainly

          5  building of new affordable housing. And in that

          6  vain, Intro. 496 does something very simple. It says

          7  that if the floor plans of a new building, or even

          8  an occupied building change because developers, I

          9  think, unfortunately, want to make a view, and so

         10  they sell higher in terms of the condo sales price,

         11  in some cases, such as the building on the East Side

         12  where the plane hit and the Fire Department did not

         13  know which floor should be the one in which they are

         14  focusing on, because they did not have the floor

         15  plans that had been adjusted for the higher floors

         16  to sell more condos.

         17                 So, our bill 496 will address this

         18  issue. I've got occupied buildings that all of a

         19  sudden one finds one is not on the 24th floor, one

         20  is on the 34th floor, and I think this practice

         21  needs to be looked at very carefully.

         22                 So, I urge you to support 496, and

         23  just in general, the City Council has been so

         24  focused on affordable housing, it's nice to have a

         25  State partner.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: I want to

          4  recognize Council Member Thomas White.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Thank you very

          6  much. I vote aye on all Coupled General Orders.

          7                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: I just want to

          8  reflect that the vote is now 47 in the affirmative,

          9  zero in the negative, zero abstentions.

         10                 Council Member Vann. Al Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         12  Mr. Chair. I really wanted to lift the name of James

         13  Brown today. Everybody, course, know him, know part

         14  of him, you know him as the show man, the dancer,

         15  the singer, entertainer, par excellence, but that is

         16  not the James Brown, that is not his essence. He was

         17  the gentleman that when black people thought of

         18  themselves as Negros, he said we're black, and we're

         19  black and we're proud. And that was really

         20  revolutionary, when you go back to the sixties in

         21  terms of the mentality that we had at that

         22  particular time. But more than that even, a man who

         23  was denied formal education, yet went on to achieve

         24  so much to overcome all the barriers that racism

         25  placed before him, and when you ask about his
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          2  definition of black empowerment, and he says got

          3  powers up here in my thinking and how I act. And he

          4  went on to achieve an example what all could emulate

          5  because coming from having nothing to a person who

          6  achieved a great deal, and having been denied a

          7  formal education, he focused on education for young

          8  people as his people. Everywhere he went throughout

          9  the nation, and particularly in his home state of

         10  Georgia, he would meet with children, he would meet

         11  with families, he would give them things to stress

         12  education.

         13                 He's more than what you saw, he's

         14  more than what you heard. He was a man of great

         15  intellect, he was a man of great compassion and I'm

         16  very proud that he was one of our race. James Brown.

         17                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Council Member

         18  Mark-Viverito.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Thank

         20  you, Mr. Chair. I wanted to just say that I attended

         21  the service in honor of James Brown at the Apollo,

         22  and it was a beautiful outpouring of love and

         23  support, and I just want to mention that.

         24                 In addition, I also wanted to

         25  recognize that this past Monday, January 1st, I was
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          2  with the Grandmothers Against the War, who were

          3  protesting the unfortunate milestone of the 3,000

          4  that have died now in Iraq in this senseless and

          5  unjust war that is occurring, and I definitely want

          6  us to recognize and remember all those that have

          7  died, and I want to also thank our Speaker for not

          8  forgetting those at every Stated Meeting that have

          9  served this country from the City and that have

         10  unfortunately died on the front lines.

         11                 In addition, I believe that it is not

         12  a contradiction to support our troops and yet hate

         13  this war. And that's very important, because as

         14  someone who is outspoken against the war, who

         15  believes that this is an unjust war, continue to

         16  hear certain levels of criticism from people that

         17  say that it is unpatriotic to express that, and I

         18  think that it is not a contradiction, again, to be

         19  supportive of our troops and to yet hate this war.

         20  And I look forward to the new stewardship, the new

         21  Congress, looking for new stewardship and new

         22  leadership in being outspoken against this war in

         23  the hopes of finding a very quick resolution and

         24  getting our troops home and safe.

         25                 So, I just wanted to make that
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          2  comment in light of this new year.

          3                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Very well said.

          4                 Council Member Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          6  much, Mr. Chair.

          7                 I just wanted to take this moment to

          8  remind everybody that we still haven't received

          9  justice for Shawn Bell and his family will be having

         10  a daily vigil in front of 103rd Precinct in Queens,

         11  and that recently Commissioner Kelly decided to give

         12  a 30-day suspension for the killer of Timothy

         13  Stansbury, Officer Neary, and we think that was a

         14  schizophrenic decision. You can't tell us it was an

         15  accident and then the Department finds him guilty

         16  and you give him 30 days for an accident, and you're

         17  the one who said that it was unjustified. So, how

         18  does a black life being taken, and being taken in an

         19  unjustified way render 30-day suspension for a

         20  police officer? I mean, it's absurd. We will

         21  continue the call for Kelly's removal. There's a

         22  pattern of double standard of how policing happens

         23  in the black community and how it happens in the

         24  white community. And where is the voice of Elliot

         25  Spitzer on the Bell case? Where is Hillary Clinton?
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          2  Where is Chuck Schumer? Maybe he needs to do one of

          3  his Sunday press conferences. Where is Andrew Cuomo?

          4  This was a very serious issue in the City and we

          5  heard nothing from them. And hopefully the new

          6  Governor, as he cleans up Albany, will maybe clean

          7  up his selection of his top team.

          8                 I looked in the New York Times, and I

          9  saw about three blacks out of about 20 some odd

         10  people, and most of the top level positions are

         11  white males, plus David Patterson. So, if we're

         12  going to clean up and have a new approach, well,

         13  let's start with getting rid of structural racism

         14  that impacts budgets and policies and all of those

         15  things.

         16                 So, Happy New Year everybody, and the

         17  struggle continues.

         18                 MAJORITY WHIP COMRIE: Seeing no

         19  others, I wanted to just wish everyone a formal

         20  Happy New Year, and just reflect on the fact that

         21  I'm honored and humbled that my constituents sent me

         22  here to work with all of you, my colleagues. And I

         23  just want to reflect on the fact that I am so proud

         24  of our Speaker Christine Quinn. She has taken us to

         25  new levels in this Council of deliberation,
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          2  discussion, information, and debate. We won't make

          3  the front page of the Post, as Jimmy Oddo would say,

          4  but we're more focused on our ability to deliver

          5  services to our constituents to make sure that we're

          6  a vital part of this City, and to make sure that we

          7  give her the hammer to do the proper negotiation

          8  that she needs to do on our behalf with the Mayor's

          9  Office and the other entities in this City.

         10                 I really believe that we've moved our

         11  level as least twice to where we were 12 months ago,

         12  and I just think that we all need to be proud of

         13  that, reflect on that. I think that we also have, as

         14  Charles says, some major challenges ahead in terms

         15  of police conduct, in terms of residency and to so

         16  many other issues that we have to deal with as a

         17  Council, but I believe that we're empowered and

         18  we're engaged and we're active, and I'm so proud of

         19  my colleagues, I'm so proud of this body, and beyond

         20  that I'm proud of what we can do to affect this

         21  City.

         22                 Thank you. There being no other, the

         23  meeting is now adjourned.

         24                 (Hearing concluded at 1:23 p.m.)
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