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          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Welcome,

          3  everyone. Today the Committee on Governmental

          4  Operations will consider proposed Introductory Bill

          5  No. 102-A., a bill to amend the New York City

          6  Charter in relation the custody and control of the

          7  City's papers. This is the fourth hearing on this

          8  topic. There is obviously a history to this bill.

          9                 The Committee's concerns over this

         10  topic were spurred by the debate that ensued over

         11  the custody and handling of the Giuliani

         12  Administration papers.

         13                 Just before the former Mayor's term

         14  was to expire, the former Commissioner of the

         15  Department of Records and Information Services, and

         16  a newly-created non-profit center entered into an

         17  agreement.

         18                 This agreement was quickly drafted at

         19  the 11th hour without public knowledge.

         20                 It arranged for custody of City

         21  property, the original and only set of the Giuliani

         22  Administration documents to be transported to the

         23  care and custody of this center, called the Rudolph

         24  W. Giuliani Center for Urban Affairs, Inc.

         25                 A center that was created and
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          2  controlled and funded by Mr. Giuliani or his close

          3  associates.

          4                 Two-thousand documents containing

          5  vital historical information bypassed our City's

          6  municipal archives, the place where such documents

          7  are normally delivered.

          8                 It was an egregious act then and it

          9  remains an egregious act now.

         10                 We must ask what value does the City

         11  place on preserving an accurate and unbiased record

         12  of its history. And we had to ask does the present

         13  law capture this value.

         14                 Based on our three prior hearings the

         15  Committee found that the present law was

         16  insufficient in ensuring the Charter-mandated public

         17  control of City documents.

         18                 The bill we have now is a huge leap

         19  forward. There is no retroactivity component in the

         20  bill, but this is part of the legislative process.

         21                 However, this process was never about

         22  one set of papers. This bill not only prevents

         23  mishandling of papers in the future, but also

         24  remedies the problems of the past, created by any

         25  agreements relating to the custody of our archival
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          2  records.

          3                 This bill does create oversight for

          4  the future arrangements and post arrangements -- and

          5  past arrangements. This bill does give the City

          6  better control of the documents it creates. And this

          7  bill protects the integrity of a process that

          8  establishes our City's rich political and

          9  governmental history, not only for future Mayors and

         10  City Councils, but for the citizenry of New York and

         11  all the members of the general public.

         12                 This bill ensures that never again

         13  will the contracts like these, contracts that

         14  removed former Mayor Giuliani's papers from the

         15  custody and control of the City, never again will

         16  such an arrangement happen.

         17                 I want to begin the testimony, but

         18  first I'd like to acknowledge the members that are

         19  here, beginning with Council Member Nelson, the

         20  Chair of our Senior Centers Committee, and

         21  Councilwoman Madeline Provenzano, the Chair of our

         22  Housing and Buildings Committee. I also want to

         23  acknowledge the Counsel to the Committee, Matthew

         24  Tollin and Jonathan Ettricks, who is our Policy

         25  Analyst.
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          2                 We're going through a lot of changes

          3  to bring about what I think was a successful bill.

          4                 It took a lot of work. I want to

          5  acknowledge the support of our central staff, as

          6  well as the cooperation of the Administration in

          7  arriving at this particular point. And I also want

          8  to make note of the fact that while there appears to

          9  be only two members here at the moment, as I said

         10  earlier for the record, I want to repeat, several

         11  members are next door at another hearing, and

         12  Councilwoman Christine Quinn is across the street at

         13  250 Broadway at another hearing and should be here

         14  shortly.

         15                 But we want to now proceed with the

         16  witnesses, unless members have anything they want to

         17  say, we'll call on our first witness representing

         18  the Administration.

         19                 Mr. Brian Andersson, the Department

         20  of Records. Please take your seat. Bring along your

         21  colleagues. Corp Counsel is also represented at this

         22  panel.

         23                 Jeffrey Friedlander, the First

         24  Assistant Corp Counsel.

         25                 MR. TOLLIN: Please raise your right
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          2  hand.

          3                 Do you solemnly swear or affirm that

          4  the testimony you're about to give is the truth, the

          5  whole truth and nothing but the truth?

          6                 COMMISSIONER ANDERSSON: I do.

          7                 MR. FRIEDLANDER: I do.

          8                 MR. TOLLIN: Thank you. Could you

          9  please, for the record, state your name, and your

         10  organization you're affiliated with?

         11                 COMMISSIONER ANDERSSON: Brian

         12  Andersson, Commissioner of the Department of Records

         13  and Information Services.

         14                 MR. FRIEDLANDER: I'm Jeff

         15  Friedlander, the First Assistant Corporation

         16  Counsel.

         17                 COMMISSIONER ANDERSSON: Good

         18  afternoon, Mr. Chairman, and members of the City

         19  Council's Committee on Government Operations.

         20                 I am Brian Andersson, and as I just

         21  stated I'm Commissioner of the Department of Records

         22  and Information Services. I am pleased to be here in

         23  support of proposed Intro. No. 102-A.

         24                 I'm pleased that this bill

         25  establishes a legal framework, with the archiving of
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          2  important historical records of the City, and for

          3  the Department to have the authority to retain

          4  outside sources of proven ability to assist in the

          5  task.

          6                 I can assure you the Department will

          7  continue to be diligent in full recognition of the

          8  importance of these records to history.

          9                 We were all keenly aware of the

         10  current arrangement and the work of the Winthrop

         11  Group is a testing ground, and it has proven thus

         12  far to be highly satisfactory.

         13                 The Board to be established will help

         14  all people of New York interested in historical

         15  records, gain a sense of information and involvement

         16  in the processing of these records, and will help to

         17  ensure the process is undertaken expeditiously and

         18  in a thoroughly professional manner.

         19                 The Department has operated with a

         20  tight budget over the last several years but it has

         21  not sacrificed the efficiency and quality of its

         22  services to the public, and I full expect that we'll

         23  be able to continue to do so.

         24                 I'd also like to take a moment to

         25  thank the Committee members, the Committee Chair,
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          2  Corp Counsel, City Legislative Affairs for all the

          3  hard work that's put into this effort. Thanks.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you very

          5  much. I want to acknowledge the presence of the

          6  Chairwoman of our Health Committee Councilwoman

          7  Christine Quinn.

          8                 Again, I want to thank you for your

          9  cooperation in this process of negotiating a bill

         10  that we believe is in the best interest of the

         11  people of the City of New York, and will add to the

         12  integrity of the archival process over which you

         13  have commissionership.

         14                 Will probably take issue with you

         15  with regard to your comments in terms of the

         16  Winthrop Group and how that was being handled,

         17  especially since it is the source of all the

         18  controversy that brought us here to this moment, and

         19  especially in light of some recent articles that

         20  have come out suggesting that perhaps in the course

         21  of writing the Giuliani biography, Mayor Giuliani

         22  and/or his representatives managed to get their

         23  hands on those papers in violation of our

         24  understanding.

         25                 Are you familiar with that
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          2  controversy?

          3                 COMMISSIONER ANDERSSON: I am familiar

          4  with what was reported, and I have not any

          5  information regarding that.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: So, you cannot

          7  deny it or affirm it?

          8                 COMMISSIONER ANDERSSON: I can't even

          9  speak to it, no.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Can you speak to

         11  it, sir?

         12                 MR. FRIEDLANDER: I do know that Ms.

         13  Linda Ederly, who is in charge of the Winthrop

         14  Group's operations, has said to us and affirmed that

         15  neither the Mayor nor any member of his

         16  Administration did have access to those records

         17  while they were in the custody of the Winthrop

         18  group.

         19                 I don't know the basis for the

         20  reporter's assertion. Perhaps you want to follow up

         21  with him, but our information is that this access

         22  did not occur.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Now, just to

         24  close the loop, is that to say that no one had

         25  access to those records, whether the Mayor, his
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          2  associates, or anyone else, that would have made

          3  them available for the book?

          4                 MR. FRIEDLANDER: My understanding is

          5  neither the Mayor nor his associates had access at

          6  "The Fortress" of this information for the purpose

          7  of writing a book. That is what I was told, what we

          8  were told about --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: I'm just

         10  wondering, is it possible there was anyone else? I

         11  guess I'm just trying to say, can she say, or

         12  whoever you are speaking with, no one had access to

         13  those records that made them available for the book.

         14                 MR. FRIEDLANDER: I believe those were

         15  the tenor of her comments.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Okay, very good.

         17  I just wanted to make sure of that.

         18                 Because that is a concern, needless

         19  to say, and we want to make sure that violation

         20  didn't take place.

         21                 Now, you understand that the papers

         22  of former Mayor Giuliani will be under the

         23  jurisdiction of this newly-created board.

         24                 And when you talk a little bit about

         25  the Board, as you understand it, so we can make sure
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          2  --

          3                 COMMISSIONER ANDERSSON: I understand

          4  that's the case.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Your

          6  understanding of the composition of the Board?

          7                 COMMISSIONER ANDERSSON: Two

          8  appointments from the Council, two from the Mayor's

          9  side, the Commissioner as Chair, one of which will

         10  be a historian, at least one of which will be a

         11  historian, one of which will be an archivist.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 Any questions from my colleagues?

         15                 Okay, do you have something you

         16  wanted to share?

         17                 MR. FRIEDLANDER: Yes, on behalf of

         18  the Corporation Counsel, and our office, and the

         19  Administration, I am very pleased that we've arrived

         20  at this point, that we have a bill that will set

         21  forth standards and procedures and safeguards going

         22  forward that provides for professional oversight and

         23  review, and will ensure public confidence in this

         24  process.

         25                 It's been a long journey and we've
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          2  had a number of hearings and meetings, I want to

          3  thank the Chair and the members of the Committee for

          4  their work on this and their attention, and also

          5  Matt Tollin and the staff of the Committee for

          6  working with us in a cooperative way to get to this

          7  point.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Okay, thank you.

          9                 Are you prepared to address any of

         10  these, any questions related to the FOIL requests,

         11  requested of your office for access to the papers?

         12                 MR. FRIEDLANDER: We did provide a

         13  chart of those requests and record of the responses.

         14  I'm not familiar with the individual content of each

         15  of those requests at this point, but if you have a

         16  question, I'll try to answer it.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: So your office

         18  has sent that out to us already?

         19                 MR. FRIEDLANDER: We did. We sent the

         20  chart, yes.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Okay, thank you

         22  very much. I appreciate your cooperation.

         23                 MR. FRIEDLANDER: Thank you very much.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Our next

         25  panelists will be representing NYPIRG, Gene
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          2  Russianoff. And also, we'll make a panel out of

          3  this, Janet Linde, from American Civil Liberties

          4  Union.

          5                 Anyone else out there?

          6                 The Archivists Roundtable, I'm sorry.

          7                 MR. TOLLIN: Hi. Good afternoon.

          8                 Could you please raise your right

          9  hand, each of you?

         10                 Do you solemnly swear or affirm the

         11  testimony you're about to give is the truth, the

         12  whole truth and nothing but the truth?

         13                 MR. RUSSIANOFF: I do.

         14                 MS. LINDE: I do.

         15                 MR. TOLLIN: Thank you.

         16                 Could you please state your name for

         17  the record, and the organization you're affiliated

         18  with.

         19                 MS. LINDE: Janet Linde, representing

         20  the Archivists Roundtable of Metropolitan New York,

         21  the Mid-Atlantic Archives Regional Conference, and

         22  the Society of American Archivists.

         23                 MR. RUSSIANOFF: And I'm Gene

         24  Russianoff. I'm Senior Attorney with the New York

         25  Public Interest Research Group.
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          2                 MS. LINDE: Okay, I'll start.

          3                 This is a statement on behalf of our

          4  before-mentioned groups.

          5                 The officers and members of the

          6  local, regional and national professional

          7  organizations of archivists noted above would like

          8  to thank the Council for bringing this important

          9  legislation to the floor for a vote, and for the

         10  opportunity to again submit testimony on this

         11  important issue.

         12                 The archival community has been very

         13  concerned throughout the eight months since our last

         14  hearing on this subject, that no action would be

         15  taken to either strengthen the City's Charter

         16  provisions that control the custody and control of

         17  the records of elected officials and other City

         18  agencies, or to regain immediate custody of the

         19  records of the Giuliani Administration and restore

         20  them to the Department of Records and Information

         21  Services.

         22                 While this current legislation does

         23  not contain the retroactivity clause that we

         24  supported in past versions of this bill, we are

         25  hopeful that the new language in section 6 will
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          2  somehow bring about a satisfactory resolution to

          3  this unacceptable situation.

          4                 Although this bill is not as strong

          5  as we had hoped for in a number of other ways, this

          6  legislation will strengthen the foundation set down

          7  in the City Charter for the proper administration of

          8  public records, and the preservation of valuable

          9  historical documents.

         10                 It is also our expectation that the

         11  legislation will help to ensure public access to the

         12  records of the City government.

         13                 Finally, these 4,000 plus

         14  professionals wish to call upon the Council, as we

         15  did a year ago, to work for the full funding of the

         16  municipal archives as the best solution to the

         17  myriad questions raised by the Giuliani

         18  Administration records.

         19                 With a fully funded municipal

         20  archives and a strong set of records laws, we will

         21  not again find ourselves in a situation in which the

         22  public loses custody of and access to its valuable

         23  intellectual heritage, and the records that ensure

         24  an open government.

         25                 We'd like at this time to submit the
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          2  following comments on specific portions of the draft

          3  legislation.

          4                 While we applaud the fact that this

          5  legislation will help to control the contracting out

          6  of the process of City records, we are concerned

          7  that the codification of this type of outsourcing in

          8  law, with insufficient safeguards in some areas,

          9  will endanger the treatment of future City records

         10  and provide an excuse for not providing DORIS the

         11  resources that it needs to carry out its vital

         12  mandate.

         13                 While we are pleased to see the

         14  establishment of the archival oversight board, and

         15  the provisions that it must include at least one

         16  archivist and one historian, and that it is more

         17  democratically appointed than the current archives

         18  advisory board, we are concerned that qualifications

         19  be developed for the positions of the archivist and

         20  historian appointees. And we fear that we will have

         21  a board that has an impossible job to do with no

         22  real oversight power.

         23                 I'd like to interject at this point,

         24  I'm a little confused because I've only just seen

         25  the new version of the legislation, and I'm not sure
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          2  whether I should also be concerned that the Board

          3  has only retrospective and not prospective powers.

          4                 MR. TOLLIN: It does have prospective

          5  powers.

          6                 MS. LINDE: It does have it.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Both.

          8  Retrospective and prospective.

          9                 MS. LINDE: And prospective.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: The Giuliani

         11  papers and future.

         12                 MR. TOLLIN: And future situations.

         13                 MS. LINDE: Okay. Thank you.

         14                 We endorse the fact that the bill

         15  states that the contracting addressed in this bill

         16  cannot be with a private entity. But we are very

         17  concerned about the categories of private entities

         18  that are accepted from this prohibition, those being

         19  any college or university in the City. And as an

         20  example of the kinds of concerns I have about the --

         21  or that my constituency has, I'd like to draw your

         22  attention to the closing of the Teachers College

         23  Special Collection's Department within the past

         24  year, a department that holds the records of the

         25  Board of Education, and this is an example of the
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          2  kind of situation you can get into with a private

          3  organization that the government has no way to

          4  control.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Let me

          6  understand that for sure. So, Teachers College has

          7  the records of the Board of Education?

          8                 MS. LINDE: Yes.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: What is that

         10  Department within the college?

         11                 MS. LINDE: Teachers College has had a

         12  longstanding Special Collections Department that

         13  includes probably the second strongest collection in

         14  the history of education materials in the country. I

         15  believe the only one stronger is at Harvard.

         16                 That Department of Special

         17  Collections was closed by the library at Teachers

         18  College within the past year.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: What did that

         20  mean with regard to the collection, the Board of

         21  Education material?

         22                 MS. LINDE: The last information we

         23  had was that access to the records in the education

         24  archives were being handled by circulation desk

         25  clerks at Teachers College Library who had no
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          2  knowledge of the collections or archival ways of

          3  doing things, and the written materials I've seen

          4  have included possible future actions such as

          5  inter-library loan, which sort of totally outside

          6  the way that archives usually operate.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Well, let me say

          8  to that concern, I have great sympathy for it, and

          9  would probably suggest that this is obviously a

         10  giant step forward with more steps to go, and I

         11  think there is obviously going to have to be

         12  constant review on this matter.

         13                 MS. LINDE: Right.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: And if there is

         15  some design or language that you think would be

         16  appropriate, you know, then you need to let us know,

         17  because there's no question about the fact that we

         18  can always revisit it and add more to ensure the

         19  integrity of the records from a professional point

         20  of view, as well as from an access point of view.

         21                 MS. LINDE: Right.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: So, I appreciate

         23  you raising that.

         24                 MS. LINDE: Okay, I have only a little

         25  bit more.
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          2                 And we are equally concerned that

          3  public libraries are also now included as potential

          4  processors and holders of copies of City records.

          5                 I'm not sure how the public libraries

          6  got in there. I know that at one point we had NYPL

          7  in there, and perhaps there were some

          8  misunderstanding because the archival community, by

          9  having NYPL included only meant the research

         10  library, which is in fact a private non-profit

         11  organization, and perhaps shouldn't be included on

         12  that basis. But we never meant the branch library

         13  system, and now this seems to have been broadened to

         14  all the public library branch systems in the City,

         15  and our concern there is that these are libraries

         16  that can barely stay open and provide their library

         17  services, much less be entrusted with archival

         18  processing or maintenance of collection.

         19                 Finally, we hope that we can work

         20  together with the Council in the future, to

         21  strengthen the legislative underpinnings of the New

         22  York City Archives and Records programs, and to

         23  strengthen DORIS as an institution through the

         24  development and provision of resources to enable

         25  this agency's vital work.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Thank you.

          4                 MR. RUSSIANOFF: Good afternoon, Mr.

          5  Chairman, members of the Committee and staff.

          6                 I'm Gene Russianoff with the New York

          7  Public Interest Research Group.

          8                 I, too, haven't seen this very final

          9  draft, so my comments are based on the previous

         10  draft I had seen. I assume there are only relatively

         11  minor changes.

         12                 NYPIRG supports the approach of

         13  Intro. 102-A, which seeks to ensure that City

         14  records of archival and historic interest are kept

         15  under City control and custody.

         16                 The bill allows the Commissioner to

         17  transfer records outside the municipal archives only

         18  under extraordinary circumstances, and the transfer

         19  may not be to a for-profit or not-for-profit entity

         20  unless it's specified in the law, such as CUNY or

         21  SUNY or the New York Public Library.

         22                 In addition, no agreements for such a

         23  transfer shall be entered into during the term of

         24  office of any elected official of the City with

         25  regard to whose records such agreement applies.
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          2                 This legislation is not retroactive,

          3  which NYPIRG regrets.

          4                 If Intro. 102-A had been in effect in

          5  December 2001, it would have prevented then Mayor

          6  Rudolph Giuliani from spiriting away his mayoral

          7  records to a non-profit he effectively controls.

          8                 That contract was the product of

          9  self-dealing with the Conflict of Interest. Indeed,

         10  there is a cloud over these mayoral records that

         11  will never go away. Before when you wish getting

         12  what you wish, because that is the case.

         13                 Since they were taken out of public

         14  custody to a private warehouse without an inventory,

         15  the public will never know if public records were

         16  removed or destroyed.

         17                 When Mayor Bloomberg signs Intro.

         18  102-A into law, it will be an acknowledgment by his

         19  Administration that Mayor Giuliani's actions were

         20  simply wrong.

         21                 102-A does create a new archival

         22  oversight board with authority to, I have in my

         23  testimony, oversee and review, but I think the new

         24  language is inspect and review. Appraisal

         25  organization, processing or archiving of the City
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          2  records, where such records would be located,

          3  wherever such records would be located and for past

          4  Administrations, NYPIRG looks to the members of the

          5  new Board to carefully monitor access to the

          6  Giuliani Administration's papers, including

          7  controversies about whether certain researchers are

          8  getting favorite treatment and I want to commend the

          9  Chair and the Council for creating an ongoing entity

         10  that will at least shed some light on what's

         11  happening with those records.

         12                 So, that's my testimony. I thank you

         13  for the opportunity to speak here today.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 I want to acknowledge the presence of

         17  the Chairman of the Public Safety Committee, Council

         18  Member Peter Vallone, and the Chairwoman of our

         19  Education Committee, Councilwoman Eva Moskowitz,

         20  both of whom are at this very moment, believe it or

         21  not, chairing, co-chairing if you will, a hearing

         22  next door. Even though you see them in front of you,

         23  they're actually co-chairing a hearing next door.

         24  So, don't blink.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Which is

                                                            25

          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2  running blindly out of control as we're in here.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: So, I want to

          4  thank them for stopping by, and if you don't mind,

          5  before we have any questions, I want to entertain

          6  either their questions first, and or go straight to

          7  a vote so they can get back to work, okay?

          8                 So, I'd like to take a vote so that

          9  they can get back to work.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         12  recommend that we vote aye and I want to take a

         13  moment to thank you, two, for your extraordinary

         14  support over a long period of time through several

         15  hearings, and bringing us to this point, and I want

         16  to also in his absence thank Professor Mike Wallace

         17  of the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, who was

         18  very instrumental in helping us craft this, and I

         19  want to hope that his health returns quickly,

         20  because we need him in our deliberations, and I know

         21  that but for his health, he would be here today, and

         22  I'm sure he would have a book of thoughts to share

         23  with us, as he does. But thank you very much for

         24  your support. I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I would

          3  vote aye.

          4                 I would also like to acknowledge for

          5  a moment the passing of Mr. Rogers this morning, who

          6  has gone on to that great neighborhood in the sky,

          7  and hopefully someone will archive his records which

          8  are lost to us forever otherwise.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I'd like to

         12  thank the Chair and Marcel Van Ooyen, as well as

         13  Matt, and my colleagues from the Committee, and Jean

         14  and Janet, all of those who have shown up and been a

         15  part of this. We put a lot of time into this, this

         16  wasn't just haphazard at all, we even do the field

         17  trips.

         18                 So, we really checked into every

         19  aspect of it. Again, thanks to the aforementioned,

         20  and I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: It would be a

         23  lot of cardigan sweaters to archive of Mr. Rogers.

         24                 I want to thank the Chair for all of

         25  his work on this issue, also I want to thank the
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          2  archivist community, which I had no idea was so

          3  large until we started this issue. I want to thank

          4  Matt Tollin for his work on the issue, Marcel Van

          5  Ooyen, Eric Lane and all the other staff people who

          6  worked on it. And I vote aye. I'm most happy to vote

          7  aye because I don't have to go out and visit the

          8  Fortress anymore.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I would like

         14  to vote on this bill at this time. I think that the

         15  Chair, I want to commend the Chair for everything

         16  that he has done to keep the issue highlighted and

         17  targeted as a problem.

         18                 I notice this started because of a

         19  theft that was done by the previous Administration,

         20  and put this present Administration in a very

         21  difficult position to try to defend something that

         22  was really undefendable. You know, it's important

         23  when we collect and we develop and we record

         24  history, that we are able to record all the history.

         25                 Clearly, that was stolen from this
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          2  City by the previous Administration. We will never

          3  know what was eliminated from the files, we will

          4  never know because of their desire to write their

          5  own history what has happened. And I think that it

          6  only diminishes his -- it will only diminish him in

          7  the longrun by historians and people that care about

          8  really trying to find out what had happened in this

          9  City.

         10                 I think that children 30 and 40 years

         11  from now, when they look up the history of New York

         12  City and try to find out what happened, will see

         13  this as a pox on his legacy that he is trying to

         14  recreate by this effort, and I want to just commend

         15  this Committee on everything that they have tried to

         16  do to strengthen DORIS and to strengthen the ability

         17  of the City to maintain and develop its own archival

         18  and strengthen the ability of DORIS to continue its

         19  effort to be the primary resource for collecting the

         20  history of this City.

         21                 So, therefore, I happily vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Finally.

         24  Gheeze, that was the slowest first sentence I ever

         25  heard.
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          2                 I'd like to thank Bill Perkins and

          3  Matt Tollin for coming and crafting a bill that's

          4  acceptable to the Administration also, because had

          5  this wound up in court, then it never would have

          6  been implemented for years at least, so I vote aye.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of seven in

          9  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         10  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         11                 Council members, please sign the

         12  Committee report.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PERKINS: Council Member

         15  Vallone, don't forget to sign.

         16                 Let me just say to the Committee,

         17  thank you very much for your patience and your

         18  perseverance. Archivists are activists and one of

         19  the things we learned through this democratic

         20  process, you never know who is going to say ouch

         21  when you step on their toe. And, so, we've learned

         22  that through this process, that there's a large

         23  community, as Councilwoman Quinn pointed out, of

         24  folks that are very, very much concerned about the

         25  history and the records of the history of the City
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          2  that may seem insignificant at first, but going

          3  through this process we have raised it. The profile

          4  of the significance of those records, and had I

          5  believe even empowered DORIS as the repository of

          6  those records and have made even the position of the

          7  archivists a position that is no longer in the

          8  closet. It is now a position that many, many more

          9  people are aware of, it's a profession that many,

         10  many more people are aware of, and there's a greater

         11  appreciation of that whole process.

         12                 So, I want to thank my members for

         13  their cooperation and their support.

         14                 I want to note that this is not

         15  Friday, this is Thursday, but we will have a hearing

         16  tomorrow. No, I'm just teasing. Thank you very much.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 2:40 p.m.)
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