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	AN ACT to amend the retirement and social security law, in relation to authorizing police/fire members of the New York city fire department pension fund to obtain credit for service as an EMT member


I. BACKGROUND
	On May 19, 2022, the Committee on State and Federal Legislation, chaired by Council Member Shaun Abreu, held a vote on SLR 3, State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senators Gounardes, Kaminsky, S.6980-B, and Assembly Member Abbate, A.10029, "AN ACT to amend the retirement and social security law, in relation to authorizing police/fire members of the New York city fire department pension fund to obtain credit for service as an EMT member". The State Legislation Resolution passed with 5 votes in the affirmative, 0 vote in the negative, and 0 abstentions.
	This bill will give Tier III members of the New York City Fire Department Pension Fund who have prior creditable service as an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) with the Fire Department of the City of New York the ability to receive Fire Department Pension service credit for their service. Currently, EMTs that started their careers under the New York City Employees’ Retirement System (NYCERS) pension system but transitioned over to the Tier 3 FIRE pension system later in their career can only count the years under the FIRE pension system towards their retirement credit.
	FDNY EMTs employed within the FDNY’s Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Unit are eligible for the NYCERS pension. However, if they transfer into another unit of the FDNY, they become eligible to enter into the FIRE pension system, and currently cannot count years of service in the EMS unit towards the FIRE pension. 
	This bill would allow those members to apply up to three prior years of service as a NYCERS EMT to their FIRE pension retirement, so long as the service years with NYCERS directly precedes their current membership in the FIRE pension. The credit would apply to the minimum number of years needed for a vested, early or regular service retirement and will create parity with Tier II firefighters who are already able to purchase time for EMT service. This bill aims to correct this discrepancy between tiers by allowing Tier III firefighters to purchase EMT time.
II. PROPOSED LEGISLATION
	Section one of this bill amends paragraph 2 of subdivision c of section 513 of the Retirement and Social Security Law.
	Section two is the effective date.
III. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
IV. EFFECTIVE DATE
Immediately.
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Preconsidered State Legislation Resolution
State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Gounardes, S.6980-B, and Assembly Member Abbate, A.10029, “AN ACT to amend the retirement and social security law, in relation to authorizing police/fire members of the New York city fire department pension fund to obtain credit for service as an EMT member”
By Council Member Abreu
	Whereas, Bills have been introduced in the New York State Legislature by Senator Gounardes, S.6980-B, and Assembly Member Abbate, A.10029, “AN ACT to amend the retirement and social security law, in relation to authorizing police/fire members of the New York city fire department pension fund to obtain credit for service as an EMT member”; and
	Whereas, The enactment of the above State Legislation requires the concurrence of the Council of the City of New York as the local legislative body; now, therefore, be it 
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of New York, does hereby request the New York State Legislature to enact into law the aforesaid pending bills.
	Referred to the Committee on State and Federal Legislation.
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