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          2                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Good

          3  afternoon, everybody, and welcome to the March 20,

          4  2007, Subcommittee of Planning, Dispositions and

          5  Concessions, Subcommittee of Land Use of the New

          6  York City Council. My name is Dan Garodnick, I'm the

          7  Chair of this Committee. I'm joined by Council

          8  Member Maria Baez of the Bronx, and am very proud

          9  and pleased to welcome a new member of the New York

         10  City Council, Vinnie Ignizio, of the 51st District

         11  of Staten Island. And we're glad to have him as a

         12  member of this Committee and a member of this body

         13  and looking forward to working with him for years to

         14  come. And I think that in a moment we're going to be

         15  joined by one other member of this Committee, but we

         16  are going to go ahead and get started. And it's a

         17  very, very short agenda today, and the first item on

         18  is Land Use No. 392.

         19                 I'd like to open the hearing on this

         20  item. This is the Honeywell II Apartments in the

         21  District of Council Member Joel Rivera, Bronx

         22  Community Board 6, N070266 HAX, and I'm going to ask

         23  our friends from HPD to introduce this item, and

         24  please identify yourselves. Thank you.

         25                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Thank
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          2  you, Chairman Garodnick. I am Carol Clark, Assistant

          3  Commissioner with the Department of Housing

          4  Preservation and Development and I'm joined by Terry

          5  Arroyo, who is our Director of Land Use at HPD. LU

          6  392 is known as Honeywell II Apartments, and it

          7  consists of the development of a six-story building

          8  for HPD's mixed income rental program. The

          9  developer, Phipps Houses, will construct 35 rental

         10  units for low income tenants, plus open space and

         11  community facilities.

         12                 Council Member Rivera has reviewed

         13  this project and indicated his support. It's worth

         14  noting, I think, that the original Honeywell Avenue

         15  Apartments consisted of the disposition of seven

         16  City-owned lots of which 79 units of housing were

         17  built, and the original site contained an accessory

         18  parking space which the sponsor Phipps determined

         19  since then could be developed with the

         20  aforementioned affordable housing, hence we have the

         21  proposes Honeywell II Apartments. Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you, Ms.

         23  Clark. Let me ask you, the accessory parking, that

         24  was accessory to the initial development that was

         25  done in the Honeywell development; is that right?
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          2                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: That's

          3  correct.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: And it was not

          5  being used by residents there?

          6                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: No. And

          7  the community board, as well as Phipps, all approved

          8  the idea of developing it with the additional

          9  35-unit project.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: And how is low

         11  income defined for this program?

         12                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: It's

         13  defined as 60 percent of area median income, which

         14  is equivalent to $42,540 for a family of four. So,

         15  it's up to that rate, 60 percent of AMI we call it.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you. And

         17  you indicated Council Member Rivera is in support of

         18  this plan?

         19                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: That is

         20  correct.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Seeing no

         22  other members of the public wishing to testify on

         23  this matter, I will close the hearing on Land Use

         24  No. 392, Honeywell II Apartments, N070266 HAX, and

         25  open the hearing on Land Use 338, non-ULURP No.
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          2  20075146 HAK, which is a number of addresses in the

          3  district of Council Member Erik Dilan, as part of

          4  the Neighborhood Homes Program.

          5                 Ms. Clark.

          6                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Right.

          7  LU 338 consists of the proposed disposition of seven

          8  buildings located on Pilling Street, Desales Place,

          9  et cetera, through HPD's Neighborhood Homes Program.

         10                 The proposed sponsor is Abba Homes,

         11  LLC. The principal is Elsie Ortis. It's proposed

         12  that these buildings be rehabilitated. They're

         13  currently four three-family and three two-family

         14  homes. What is proposed is the creation of 19

         15  renovated units. They will be sold to purchasers for

         16  owner occupancy, and we've been in discussions with

         17  Council Member Dilan and his staff regarding this

         18  project.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Okay, thanks.

         20  You said that quickly, so I'm just going to make

         21  sure that I got it correctly.

         22                 You said this is the disposition of

         23  seven buildings, Abba Homes, and Elsie Ortis is the

         24  principal you said?

         25                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Right,
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          2  the principal that's the developer. Principal of

          3  Abba Homes, LLC.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: And this is

          5  for four three-family and three two-family?

          6                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: That's

          7  correct. That's the existing properties, and they'll

          8  be renovated to create 19 renovated units.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: And are they

         10  occupied now?

         11                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: It's a

         12  mixture of occupied and not occupied among these

         13  seven different buildings.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: And the people

         15  who are in the buildings themselves, will they be

         16  given a first opportunity to buy in the sales after

         17  renovation?

         18                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARK: Yes.

         19  Yes, they will.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: All right.

         21                 Seeing nobody else wishing to testify

         22  on this matter, Land Use 338, we're going to lay

         23  this one over to our next meeting for the purpose of

         24  voting, which means that we only have one item on

         25  today's agenda for purposes of a vote today, that's
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          2  Land Use No. 392, and all of the other items that

          3  are on the calendar today will be laid over,

          4  including the one we just had the hearing on, 338,

          5  to a later meeting, and the Chair recommends an aye

          6  vote on Land Use No. 392, and I'll ask the Council

          7  to call the roll.

          8                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair

          9  Garodnick.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Aye.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         12  Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         15  Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         18  Ignizio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

         21  four in the affirmative, none in the negative and no

         22  abstentions, the aforementioned item is approved and

         23  referred to the full Committee.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: And I should

         25  note because I was delinquent in doing it before, he
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          2  actually slipped in, when I was talking to HPD, but

          3  Council Member Comrie obviously has joined us, as he

          4  has already voted. We're glad that he is here and

          5  with that this hearing, and this meeting is

          6  adjourned. Thank you.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 2:14 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 20th day of March 2007.
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