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Justification:
This local law directs the Department of Transportation, in coordination with SBS and NYCEDC, to study the feasibility of establishing two ferry landings in Inwood—one at Dyckman Marina on the Hudson River and one at Sherman Creek.

Due to the recent rezoning around 207th Street, thousands of new families are moving into Inwood. The neighborhood is currently served by only two subway lines (the A and 1), which are already strained. Without new transportation options, this population growth will overwhelm local transit and significantly worsen commute times.

There is also a strong community desire for alternative modes of transportation. Residents have increasingly expressed concerns about the limitations of the subway system—including the lack of reliable internet access during travel and new concerns around rider safety. There is also a post covid focus on productivity. Ferry service provides an above-ground, open-air, internet access and more comfortable alternative that many families and commuters prefer.

Additionally, Inwood lacks direct East Side or inter-borough connections, forcing residents into lengthy, multi-transfer commutes. Ferry service would create new, efficient routes to Midtown, the East Side, the Bronx, Queens, and other waterfront communities—greatly improving mobility for workers, families, and students.

Fun fact: Inwood once had ferry service. Decades later, despite being surrounded by water, the neighborhood now has very limited waterfront access. Establishing ferry landings would activate Dyckman Marina and Sherman Creek, support small businesses, reduce commute times, and provide sustainable transportation aligned with the City’s resiliency goals.

The required feasibility study will evaluate pier conditions, water depth, navigability, projected benefits, logistical challenges, and cost estimates. This is a critical step toward expanding fair and equitable transit options for an underserved neighborhood.

Given rapid population growth, limited transit capacity, rising community concerns about subway conditions, and the need for better connectivity and waterfront access, establishing ferry service in Inwood is both necessary and timely. The proposed study will lay the groundwork for a transportation solution that strengthens the community and supports future development.


