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RES. NO. 586:
By: Council Members DeBlasio, Brewer, Davis, Felder, Gennaro, Gerson, Jackson, McMahon, Perkins, Recchia, Sanders, Serrano, Stewart, Vann, and Weprin; also Council Member Boyland.
TITLE:
Resolution declaring December 10 as Human Rights Day in New York City in commemoration of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations on December 10, 1948.

The Committee on General Welfare will meet on December 4, 2002 at 11:00 a.m. to consider Res. No. 586, which declares December 10 as Human Rights Day in New York City, commemorating the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations on December 10, 1948.

Background: 

On December 10, 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted and proclaimed Resolution 217 A (III), entitled the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights” (UDHR).  The UDHR sets forth the fundamental and inalienable rights of all people; it is the first comprehensive agreement among nations regarding specific rights and freedoms of all human beings.  

The Preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that the “recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.”  Among the thirty Articles found in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights are Articles that state that “all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights,” that “everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person,” and that “all are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of the law.”

As the UDHR was adopted on December 10, 1948, people throughout the world have chosen to designate this day as Human Rights Day.  This celebration marks the achievements of those who worked to create the UDHR, and signifies renewed commitment to the Universal Declaration and the principles it sets forth.  

Res. No. 586 would declare December 10 as Human Rights Day in New York City to commemorate the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations on December 10, 1948.  
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