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•
“As the new Music Teacher it’s a task I take on happily but an effort which begins literally from the ground up-unfortunate for a school that, 30 years or more ago, was once a gem of a performing arts school.  I have inherited a situation where there were no band instruments or few music books to speak of.” (PS 129 Harlem) 

•
"Teachers are asked to use their money to purchase what are considered extras.  I have to say that all of my funds are gone…The reason kindergartners love to paint is because they are not able to write.  They use pictures to tell stories. Unfortunately, due to lack of funds I am unable to provide to students with the necessary supplies for this center." (Far Rockaway)

•
"I have just been assigned to teach music at a low-income, multi-cultural, elementary school in the Bronx.  After seeing my classroom for the first time, I was shocked (and discouraged) to see that not only did my large classroom fail to have a curriculum, but it also had....NO INSTRUMENTS." (Bronx)
•
"I'd love for my students to experience this architectural jewel, which resides less than a mile south of my school, on Museum Mile…Due to the financial hardships of my students and their families, visiting the Guggenheim Museum on a Sunday afternoon is just not possible." (East Harlem)
•
"I am asking for funding of this trip because it will be expensive and not one of my students will be able to afford it otherwise.  Most of my students come from single parent homes which are on public assistance.  This will be an experience of a lifetime for all of them.” (Bronx)

•
"I am teaching art ‘from a cart’…Because I travel from room to room, there is little or no space to leave works of art to dry.  So - I have not yet used paint, glue, etc." (MS 577 Brooklyn)

•
"We are located in one of the poorest congressional districts in the USA…I vowed that I would teach my new class all about painting, collage, and sculpture.  But...no supplies.  There's only so much you can do with crayons and copy paper!" (Bronx)

•
"We do not have any music or theater arts materials.  All we      have is the basic school supplies such as paper, crayons and glue…The items that we are requesting are ordinary performance materials such as music cassettes, rhythm sticks and song books.  These materials will greatly help us." (Bronx)

•
"Our school was once known for its promotion of the arts, but the music program was abandoned for nearly two decades, until last year when I took on the role of music teacher…our custodial staff discovered 20 violins in a dusty closet.  The violins and bows are in great shape, but there is a dire need for new strings." (Bronx)

•
"The second grade social studies curriculum in NYC is built around communities.  Many of my students are unaware of how large an area their community spans. They believe they live in Marcy (The Marcy Projects).  I would love to expose them to a different part of their community, Times Square and the Broadway theatre in Manhattan. The trip will show them that there is life outside of the projects." (Brooklyn)
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Council Member Eva Moskowitz - Chair, Council Education Committee





What Teachers Say About Art Supplies:
















































