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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Councilman, I know we

          3  have a number of guests that are here today, I would

          4  love it if you would have the opportunity to

          5  introduce them and bring them forward.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Speaker. And good afternoon, everyone.

          8                 In Queens, and really definitely

          9  throughout the City, Archbishop Molloy High School

         10  in Briarwood is known for its academic excellence

         11  and also for its excellence in sports, and today we

         12  have the opportunity to honor two, the bowling

         13  teams, both varsity and junior varsity who are

         14  senior champs.

         15                 So, I'd like to have them come up

         16  now, and please give them a round of applause. The

         17  senior champs, varsity and junior varsity.

         18                 I also want to welcome up Council

         19  Member Jim Gennaro, whose district Archbishop Molloy

         20  actually sits in.

         21                 Mr. Speaker, we have the junior

         22  varsity and varsity here. Senior champs for bowling.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: If we could ask the

         24  Clerk to read the proclamation.

         25                 CITY CLERK: Council of the City of
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          2  New York, Proclamation.

          3                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          4  New York is proud and pleased to honor Archbishop

          5  Molloy High School Bowling team; and

          6                 Whereas: In 1957 Archbishop Molloy,

          7  the Ordinary of the diocese of Brooklyn and Queens,

          8  offered the Marist Brothers six acres of land in

          9  central Queens county, allowing them to move and

         10  expand St. Anne's Academy; and

         11                 Whereas: The Marist brothers moved to

         12  the new site naming it in honor of Archbishop

         13  Molloy, bringing staff, students and many of the

         14  traditions of St. Anne's with them; and

         15                 Whereas: Today the students are known

         16  as Stanners (St. Anner's) and the school newspaper

         17  is known as The Stanner. The staff and students have

         18  maintained the traditions of academic excellence,

         19  effective religious education, service to others,

         20  achievement in athletics and great school spirit;

         21  and

         22                 Whereas: In the same tradition, Mr.

         23  Vincent J. Leonardo started the Archbishop Molloy

         24  Bowling Team after being approached by students in

         25  1994, and then in 1998 started a scholarship league;
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          2  and

          3                 Whereas: Over the last ten years, the

          4  Varsity Team has a record of 176-9 and the JV team

          5  has a record of 175-10. In addition, their

          6  scholarship league has given over $45,000 in

          7  scholarship; and

          8                 Whereas: Coaches Vincent J. Leonardo

          9  and Patti Cacioppo have given tirelessly of

         10  themselves, not only teaching effective bowling

         11  techniques but also the importance of volunteerism

         12  and good sportsmanship; and

         13                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

         14  proud to honor student athletes Chris Rice (captain

         15  of Varsity), Paul Cianciaruso, James Faro, Brandon

         16  Muziale, Vincent Castellano, Anthony Consenting,

         17  Anthony Silva, Michael Menna (captain of JV),

         18  Dominick Charenza, Tom Byllaardt, Brian Mercatante,

         19  Jessica Galbo, Margaret Jones, Richard Glinnen,

         20  Alvain Dimalanta, Marlon Nepomuceno, Evan Riccardi,

         21  Matthew Klopfer, Charles McMenamin; now, therefore

         22                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         23  City of New York most gratefully honors THE

         24  ARCHBISHOP MOLLOY VARSITY AND JUNIOR VARSITY BOWLING

         25  TEAMS for their outstanding contributions to our
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          2  community through their dedicated leadership and

          3  commitment to teach not only the game of bowling,

          4  but also more importantly, the values of good

          5  sportsmanship.

          6                 Signed this 21 day of April in the

          7  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          8  for the Entire Council; Joseph Addabbo, Council

          9  Member, 32nd District, Queens.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coach Leonardo, we'd

         11  be very appreciative if you would say a few words.

         12  We appreciate and honor everything that you've

         13  accomplished here on behalf of these young people,

         14  and congratulate them for their accomplishments.

         15                 COACH LEONARDO: Well, first of all, I

         16  would like to thank everybody for this award.

         17                 All the kids I'm sure, my assistant

         18  coaches, my daughter, my grandsons, my son-in-law,

         19  we're all very, very grateful and proud to be here.

         20  Thank you.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all very

         22  much.

         23                 My colleagues, we have another

         24  special guest today, and I'm going to ask Council

         25  Member Dilan to bring her family forward.
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          2                 Council Member Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Okay. Mr.

          4  Speaker, thank you for allowing me to do this. I

          5  know this was not part of the normal ceremonial

          6  agenda. But I would like to ask the Holder family to

          7  come forward, along with Pastor Barnett.

          8                 Ms. Holder is the mom of Marine Lance

          9  Corporal William Wayne White, who was a soldier in

         10  Iraq and one of the first to die in Iraq, and they

         11  live in my district.

         12                 He was born on February 6th, 1979 to

         13  Martha Holder and Mark White in Brooklyn. He's

         14  raised in Bushwick, Brooklyn where he attended

         15  Pilgrim Christian Academy, graduated from St.

         16  Elizabeth Seton Church and from Bushwick High

         17  School.

         18                 William also served as the active

         19  member of St. Thomas Episcopal Church, where he

         20  served as an alter boy and member of the youth

         21  choir. And upon graduation from high school, William

         22  enlisted in the United States Marine Corps,

         23  following the footsteps of his father. He served as

         24  a radio operator with the 3rd Assault Amphibion

         25  Battalion, and in September 2001, right around the
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          2  time of the attacks which sent them there in the

          3  first place, William married his wife, Michelle.

          4  Although he was scheduled to end his service in the

          5  Marines in February 2003, he continued to serve in

          6  light of the war in Iraq. He died when his military

          7  vehicle fell into a canal.

          8                 Lance Corporal William Wayne White is

          9  survived by his wife, Michelle, his parents Martha

         10  Holder, his father Mark White, his younger brother

         11  Charles and younger brother Brian, who is here

         12  today, and his grandmother Doris White and his

         13  grandfather Pedro Fernandez, and a whole host of

         14  family and friends and Marines.

         15                 Ms. Holder, there is no words that I

         16  can say to thank you for the service that your son

         17  provided and we certainly just hope all our boys can

         18  come back home safely. And if there is anything we

         19  can do to make that burden easier, you've got a

         20  friend in me.

         21                 MS. HOLDER: Thank you.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: And I just want to

         23  state that it's an honor to have the privilege to

         24  rename one street in our City for your son, but that

         25  all of us in the City of New York recognize that
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          2  your son is and was a hero, that he responded to the

          3  call of his country, and gave his life for that

          4  country, and we are enormously grateful to him and

          5  to you and your whole family for your contribution

          6  and our hearts and our prayers are with you in this

          7  difficult time, and we hope that this small token of

          8  respect for his accomplishments helps acknowledge

          9  the entire City's support for you.

         10                 We would love it if you would say a

         11  few words.

         12                 MS. HOLDER: William was my first born

         13  son. He didn't have to go to Iraq. He went because

         14  one of his Marine friends was too nervous to go, and

         15  he went to accompany him, and I just want to just

         16  thank God that he had allowed me to have William for

         17  24 years, because God is a fit God, he makes no

         18  mistakes. And I just want to thank you all for just

         19  remembering my son.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Pastor, we would

         22  appreciate it if you would say a few words.

         23                 Pastor.

         24                 PASTOR BARNETT: With all due respect,

         25  we give honor to God first and foremost, and we
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          2  thank God that you all here together have bonded

          3  together to support this family and for the cause in

          4  which we are attempting to get the street renamed

          5  after William. And we sent a message clearly to the

          6  president of this country: Send our children home.

          7  Bring them home. Bring them home.

          8                 We do understand what he's attempting

          9  to do, but nevertheless, these are babies. These are

         10  babies here. Bring our children home. Let's keep

         11  praying that God will touch his heart, he will hear

         12  from God speak into his heart and do the right and

         13  moral thing for God's sake.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

         16  Brewer, I know you and I are honoring a very special

         17  New Yorker, for his extraordinary contributions to

         18  our City and I will give you the great privilege of

         19  introducing him.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         21  much, Mr. Speaker.

         22                 President Lynch has been head of the

         23  wonderful and ever-growing and expanding and

         24  improving academically University John Jay College.

         25                 It is a place, the place to be. I
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          2  have many friends who teach there and they say all

          3  around the world John Jay College is known for its

          4  exemplary quality staff, faculty and students.

          5                 And when did this happen? Under the

          6  leadership of this wonderful President Lynch.

          7                 He is retiring, unfortunately, but

          8  the fact of the matter is, he has upon his

          9  retirement seen the fruition of a brand new building

         10  in the back of a current school edifice. He has also

         11  seen that the aroma has gone from 8,000 to 11,000,

         12  and guess what? The new building is going to be too

         13  small.

         14                 So, we congratulate you, Mr.

         15  President, and we are very delighted that you are

         16  here with us today.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

         18  read the proclamation.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proclamation, the

         20  Council of the City of New York.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is proud to honor the outstanding

         23  contributions that John Jay College of Criminal

         24  Justice has made to civil service; and

         25                 Whereas: In 1992, John Jay College of
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          2  Criminal Justice developed a Human Rights course to

          3  address the painful reality that the relationship

          4  between the police and citizens throughout the world

          5  is often contentious -- and sometimes volatile and

          6  destructive; and

          7                 Whereas: John Jay's "Human Dignity,

          8  Human rights, and the Police" course was also

          9  stimulated by the United States Government's

         10  response to what was often referred to as "newly

         11  emerging democracies," a response which included not

         12  just economic support but also a number of

         13  strategies designed to encourage and strengthen

         14  democratic institutions; and

         15                 Whereas: Among these were a number of

         16  initiatives designed to facilitate the transition of

         17  police agencies from military organizations to

         18  civilian-controlled agencies. Initially, the

         19  training focused on the technical aspects of police

         20  practice, such as investigative techniques, forensic

         21  science, technology, and management skills and

         22  strategies, but within a short period of time it was

         23  concluded that these techniques needed to be

         24  complemented by training in the kind of humane,

         25  citizen-oriented practices that are consonant with
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          2  the principles of democratic governance; and

          3                 Whereas: The John Jay Human Dignity

          4  Course was therefore designed to encourage police

          5  officers to treat the public, and each other, in

          6  more humane and caring ways. To date, over 6,000

          7  police officials from countries throughout the world

          8  have benefitted from this ground-breaking course,

          9  and have gone on to perform their jobs with greater

         10  understanding and appreciation of rights of those

         11  whom they are sworn to serve; and

         12                 Whereas: The John jay College of

         13  Criminal Justice is one of our nation's preeminent

         14  institutions of higher learning. Its courses

         15  encourage and inspire individuals to realize their

         16  full potential and to achieve measures of personal

         17  and professional excellence. It exemplifies civic

         18  virtue and it is with the deepest esteem and

         19  admiration that we honor it today; now, therefore

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York salutes the JOHN JAY COLLEGE OF

         22  CRIMINAL JUSTICE for its HUMAN DIGNITY, HUMAN

         23  RIGHTS, AND THE POLICE COURSE.

         24                 Signed this 21st day of April in the

         25  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker
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          2  for the Entire Council; Gale Brewer, Council Member,

          3  6th District, Manhattan.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so grateful

          5  for all of your extraordinary contributions to our

          6  City, and we'd love it if you would say a few words.

          7                 PRESIDENT LYNCH: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Speaker. May I induce my colleagues Jim Cur and Mary

          9  Roseline and Decklan Walsh to come up and join me,

         10  if you would, please.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Come on up.

         12                 PRESIDENT LYNCH: I am very, very

         13  thankful to you for this award.

         14                 In my career, this is the most

         15  important course we have ever done, the most

         16  important subject we have ever tried to discuss with

         17  police, and it is the most rewarding and productive.

         18                 We now have this course in 78

         19  countries around the world, that we give the course

         20  through the International Law Enforcement Academy.

         21  It has worked successfully in every single Police

         22  Department that we've worked in. And that's

         23  extraordinary because sometimes police don't

         24  necessarily want to talk about civil rights because

         25  they may feel they're being accused of violating
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          2  them.

          3                 We've been able to get the police to

          4  talk about it, love it, and give us the highest

          5  ratings every time on the issues of human dignity.

          6                 So, we're very proud of it and I

          7  thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and to our good

          8  friend

          9  Gale.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         13                 Council Member Boyland. I know you

         14  have some special guests, I'd love it if you'd

         15  introduce them.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Wonderful.

         17                 I have special guests from Louisiana,

         18  who have joined us today. Bill Lamar, Jessie Alex,

         19  Lindsay, Jerry, Brenda, Felicia Watson, from the New

         20  York State Center for School Safety, Gregory Thomas

         21  from Columbia University, and these are young people

         22  from the Louisiana Attorney General's School Safety

         23  Coalition Advisory, and they are visiting here in

         24  New York and they are actually looking at our

         25  educational system and how we, in New York, as a
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          2  premiere state, are working, but what's so

          3  significant about these young people, in lieu of the

          4  anniversary of the Columbine shooting, they are

          5  trying to make a difference, and that's why they are

          6  here today, and I'm pleased to have Louisiana in

          7  this state, in the City of New York. So, welcome.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          9                 If the clerk could read the

         10  proclamation.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         12  New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is proud to join the Louisiana State

         15  Attorney General's Student Safety Coalition in

         16  marking the fifth anniversary of the shootings at

         17  Columbine High School, and honors them for their

         18  valuable contributions in the area of school safety,

         19  and

         20                 Whereas: Five years ago yesterday

         21  Americans learned about the tragic murder of

         22  classmates and their teachers at Columbine High

         23  School; and

         24                 Whereas: The 2003-04 school year has

         25  already been the deadliest for America's students
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          2  since 1998-99 according to a study by National

          3  School Safety and Security Services; and

          4                 Whereas: Attorney General Charles

          5  Foti formed a coalition, which consists of 15

          6  students from Grant High School in Central

          7  Louisiana, to combat school violence and to have

          8  safe, weapons-free, drug-free schools; and

          9                 Whereas: These students, who here

         10  today, made a promise to share their experiences

         11  about establishing a statewide students safety

         12  coalition with students from New York City Schools;

         13  and

         14                 Whereas: The Louisiana Attorney

         15  General's student safety coalition was invited to

         16  conduct a training workshop for inner city students

         17  and to show how to establish a similar coalition in

         18  New York City Schools; and

         19                 Whereas: The 15 students from

         20  Louisiana will meet with 15 New York City students

         21  during a workshop at Paul Robeson High School; now,

         22  therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York respectfully honors ATTORNEY

         25  GENERAL OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA CHARLES C. FOTI,
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          2  JR. And his STUDENT SAFETY COALITION for their

          3  valuable contributions in the area of school safety

          4  as we mark the Fifth Anniversary of the shootings at

          5  Columbine High School.

          6                 Signed this 21st day of April in the

          7  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          8  for the Entire Council; Tracy Boyland, Council

          9  Member, 41st District, Brooklyn.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Lindsay, we would

         11  love it if you would say a few words, and thank you

         12  for your service to our country.

         13                 LINDSAY: Thank you. On behalf of

         14  Louisiana Attorney General's Office, and the

         15  Louisiana Student Safety Coalition Advisory Board,

         16  we want to thank you for this proclamation.

         17                 We appreciate your support and we

         18  hope to continue our collaborations to continue to

         19  protect students from violence in schools.

         20                 And I think I speak on behalf of all

         21  of our group when I say that we are enjoying our

         22  visit to New York, and it's incredible to see the

         23  City what most of us have only read about.

         24                 So, thank you very much.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.
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          2                 Council Member Nelson, I know you

          3  have some special guests, and we'd love it if you'd

          4  introduce them and bring them forward.

          5                 Council Member Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you very

          7  much, Mr. Speaker.

          8                 We have with us the Russian American

          9  Circus, the Berenchteins. This is an organization

         10  that has brought the idea of having fun in an arena

         11  that is not usually known, not that popular overall,

         12  so it serves this purpose. They go to schools, they

         13  go to senior centers, they go into homeless

         14  shelters, and they expose children to a whole

         15  different way, that if they want to get involved in

         16  fun activities, good healthy activities, acrobatics,

         17  and everything else you could imagine, trapeze

         18  people and juggling, they have done this and they

         19  have brought a lot of culture and entertainment to

         20  all of Brooklyn.

         21                 So, I would like to present the

         22  Russian/American Circus with this proclamation.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

         24  read the proclamation.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: City of New York,
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          2  Proclamation.

          3                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          4  New York is pleased and proud to honor The

          5  Russian/American Kids Circus on Stage for its

          6  contributions to the City and the community; and

          7                 Whereas: In 1990, Alex Berenchtein, a

          8  star acrobat and juggler in the world-renowned

          9  Moscow Circus, came to the United States with his

         10  wife Regina and mother-in-law Olga Partigul with a

         11  dream to create a circus school and performing

         12  troupe for American kids based on Russian circus

         13  traditions; and

         14                 Whereas: Four years later, the

         15  Berenchtein and Partigul families formed the New Way

         16  Circus Center and The Russian/American Kids Circus

         17  On Stage, a not-for-profit academy where children

         18  learned not only circus arts but also the joys of

         19  athletics and creative self-expression through

         20  performance skills. The academy's advanced students

         21  formed "The Russian/American Kids Circus On Stage,"

         22  a breathtaking spectacle performed entirely by boys

         23  and girls aged six to sixteen; and

         24                 Whereas: The Russian/American Kids

         25  Circus On Stage blends Old World artistry with
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          2  state-of-the-art techniques to dazzle audiences.

          3  These accomplished young performers have been

          4  trained in the heart of Brooklyn by veterans of the

          5  Moscow Circus; and

          6                 Whereas: The New Way Circus Center

          7  and Russian/American Kids Circus On Stage have

          8  expanded their outreach over ten years to include

          9  performances and workshops for senior citizen

         10  centers, community centers, children's hospitals, as

         11  well as children and their families who live in city

         12  shelters; and

         13                 Whereas: The Russian/American Kids

         14  Circus On Stage has performed for more than

         15  1,000,000 people at theaters, performing arts

         16  centers, opera houses, theme parks, and corporate

         17  events, and has made many TV appearances and

         18  commercials, both nationally and internationally;

         19  and

         20                 Whereas: The New Way Circus Center

         21  and The Russian/American Kids Circus On Stage work

         22  in public schools to implement a newly designed

         23  Circus Arts in Education curriculum which fosters in

         24  our children the skills, discipline, and self-esteem

         25  that they will use throughout their lives; now,
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          2  therefore

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York honors THE NEW WAY CIRCUS AND THE

          5  RUSSIAN/AMERICAN KIDS CIRCUS ON STAGE for ten

          6  dedicated years of service to children and adults.

          7                 Signed this 21st day of April in the

          8  Year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          9  for the Entire Council; Michael Nelson, Council

         10  Member, 48th District, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, again, for

         12  everything you've done for the children of our City

         13  and for our City at large, and we would appreciate

         14  it if you would say a few words.

         15                 MS. BERENCHTEIN: On behalf on my

         16  family, the co-founders, my husband Alex Berenchtein

         17  and my mom, Olga Partigul and myself, and the

         18  Russian/American Kids Circus, I would like to thank

         19  you all, all City Council people, for all your

         20  support and faith in us for over the years, for ten

         21  years. We feel very happy and lucky to be able to

         22  bring joint happiness for ten years to over a

         23  million people worldwide, proudly representing the

         24  best City of New York and the best country.

         25                 Thanks again. God bless you, and God
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          2  bless America.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          4                 Council Member Lopez, I know you have

          5  a special guest, I would love it if you would

          6  introduce him.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Good evening,

          8  everybody. I am presenting in front of the City

          9  Council Peter Staley who was diagnosed with

         10  AIDS-related complex in 1985, while working as a

         11  bond trader at JP Morgan on Wall Street.

         12                 He joined ACT UP New York, shortly

         13  after his finding in 1987 and headed the

         14  fund-raising committee for three years.

         15                 In 1988 he left his Wall Street job

         16  to become a full-times AIDS activist.

         17                 Today the Council honors Peter Staley

         18  for his outstanding activism and advocacy.

         19                 In January this year, using $6,000 of

         20  his own money to pay for six phone booth kiosks in

         21  ads in Chelsea neighborhood in New York to denounce

         22  the crystal meth crisis.

         23                 This particular drug has created a

         24  series of complicated problems in the gay community,

         25  because at this point the drug have penetrated that
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          2  area.

          3                 He launched this campaign and this

          4  personal act to bring much needed attention to the

          5  epidemic that is developing right in front of us,

          6  with days of the ads, along with the issue they

          7  raised became a Mayor's story in the newspaper with

          8  coverage in the New York Times, in all three local

          9  TV stations, the New York Daily News mentioned the

         10  ads and led editorials called, "Crystal Meth: Clear

         11  and Present Danger."

         12                 For his activism today, and

         13  contributing to the well-being of the City of New

         14  York, we are giving him a proclamation

         15  congratulating him for all of the work that he's

         16  doing for New Yorkers and for the prevention of our

         17  City getting into a new epidemic that we do not

         18  need.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         21                 If the clerk could read the

         22  proclamation.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         24  New York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York is pleased and proud to honor Peter Staley

          3  for his outstanding activism and advocacy in the Gay

          4  community; and

          5                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

          6  great privilege of the New York City Council to

          7  recognize those individuals whose contributions have

          8  enhanced the lives of others, and today we are

          9  immensely proud to honor Peter Staley for

         10  distinguished service to our City; and

         11                 Whereas: Peter Staley has been a

         12  positive force in the war against HIV/AIDS since

         13  1987 when he joined AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power

         14  (ACT UP) New York; and

         15                 Whereas: Peter Staley is by all

         16  accounts a tremendously dedicated AIDS activist who

         17  has fought tirelessly to increase AIDS awareness,

         18  especially in socio-political circles where the most

         19  good can be done to help eliminate the crisis; and

         20                 Whereas: In 1988, Peter Staley left a

         21  Wall St. job to become a full-time AIDS activist,

         22  joining ACT UP's Treatment and Data Committee; four

         23  years later, Mr. Staley and other members of T & D

         24  left Act Up and founded the Treatment Action Group,

         25  the first and only AIDS organization dedicated
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          2  solely to advocating for larger and more efficient

          3  research efforts, both public and private, towards

          4  finding a cure for AIDS; and

          5                 Whereas: In 1994, Staley was

          6  appointed by President Clinton to the National Task

          7  Force on AIDS Drug Development; in 2000, he launched

          8  a web site called AIDSmeds.com, offering extensive

          9  treatment information for people living with HIV;

         10  and

         11                 Whereas: This past January, Mr.

         12  Staley launched a personal ad campaign to bring much

         13  needed attention to an epidemic of crystal meth use

         14  among gay men. This dangerous drug erases

         15  inhibitions and spurs sexual marathons, a

         16  combination which might have dire consequences in

         17  the gay community. Using $6,000 of his own money,

         18  Mr. Staley paid for six phone booth kiosk ads in the

         19  Chelsea neighborhood that said "Huge Sale, Buy

         20  Crystal, Get HIV Free!", and

         21                 Whereas: Peter Staley is a man whose

         22  compassion for others is inspiring. He has truly

         23  enriched us with his presence and is worthy of the

         24  esteem of all New Yorkers; now, therefore

         25                 Be It Known: That the Council of the
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          2  City of New York honors PETER STALEY for his

          3  extraordinary activism and advocacy on issues

          4  concerning the health and well-being of the Gay

          5  community:

          6                 Signed this 21st day of April in the

          7  year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          8  for the Entire Council; Margarita Lopez, Council

          9  Member, 2nd District, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Peter.

         11  Thank you for everything you've done for our City

         12  and for advancing an extraordinarily important cause

         13  and we'd be very appreciative if you'd say a few

         14  words.

         15                 Thank you, Peter.

         16                 MR. STALEY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         17  Thank you, Margarita, very much. This proclamation

         18  is a wonderful honor. Crystal meth is a new health

         19  care epidemic in this City. I look forward to

         20  working with the City's Health Department and the

         21  City Council on hopefully addressing this issue in

         22  the future. It's a new health care crisis for gay

         23  men.

         24                 Obviously, gay men are going to have

         25  to do the bulk of the work because it's a problem
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          2  we've kind of brought on to ourselves here, and we

          3  will do that work. But treatment is going to cost

          4  some money, for those who are addicted to this drug,

          5  and prevention efforts cost money, and we will need

          6  your help, and I look forward to working with both

          7  of you.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I call to

         10  order the Stated Meeting of April 21st.

         11                 Roll call.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

                                                            31

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         19  present.

         20                 Invocation to be delivered by Rabbi

         21  Jonathan Glass.

         22                 All rise.

         23                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

         24  City Council, just a few days ago we observed an

         25  occasion called "Holocaust Remembrance Day," or
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          2  "Yomashoa." This was an opportunity to look back on

          3  an era that seems almost inconceivable for a

          4  post-enlightenment generation.

          5                 It is crucial that we always remember

          6  the human capacity for evil, so that we can ever be

          7  vigilant against the return to those dark times.

          8                 It is therefore my blessing on this

          9  Council that it will forever be at the vanguard of

         10  this vigilance.

         11                 Amen.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I want to make a

         15  motion to spread the invocation in full.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         18                 Council Member Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I move that

         20  the minutes of the Stated Meetings of March 10 and

         21  March 24th, 2004 be adopted as printed.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         23  Papers from the Mayor.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:
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          2  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          5  and Communications.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          8  Call-Ups.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 98.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point, I'd

         11  ask the clerk to call the roll on the Land Use

         12  Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present. Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

                                                            38

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here. Aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         12  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         13  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         14                 Communication from the Speaker.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

         16  doing a number of important pieces of legislation

         17  today, one regarding finally requiring the

         18  installation of carbon monoxide detection devices in

         19  buildings throughout our City.

         20                 Sadly, too many people have died as a

         21  result of a failure to detect and be forewarned

         22  about a deadly, deadly threat, and this is going to

         23  be a big step forward in terms of public safety in

         24  our City.

         25                 Personally, I've had a carbon
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          2  monixide detector in my home about eight years, and

          3  it's an excellent thing to protect New Yorkers. I'm

          4  glad this legislation is moving forward.

          5                 In addition, we're adopting a

          6  modification to reflect that the revenues of our

          7  City have gone up from where the Mayor originally

          8  planned the beginning of last year, and that is also

          9  good news.

         10                 And finally, I know there are a

         11  number of important Land Use Matters, but I wanted

         12  to give the Chair of the Land Use Committee an

         13  opportunity to speak about the lease for the

         14  airports, because this is an important step forward

         15  that we're finally taking to ensure that the City

         16  get the value that it deserves for these important

         17  amenities.

         18                 Council Member Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         20  Speaker.

         21                 Today we have the opportunity --

         22  could I have some order, Madam Public Advocate?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         24  please.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Today we have a
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          2  motion to approve a lease between New York City and

          3  the Port Authority to continue to run the New York

          4  City airports at both LaGuardia and Kennedy Airport.

          5  This lease is up in the year 2015. In order for the

          6  airlines to be able to continue to add to the

          7  capital of the airport and in order for them to be

          8  able to keep investing in our City and in the

          9  airports, we needed to extend the lease. We have

         10  extended the lease to the year 2050 and the Land Use

         11  Committee has unanimously approved the terms of the

         12  lease.

         13                 The terms of the lease I believe are

         14  an extraordinary one for the City of New York.

         15                 At the moment, to put this in

         16  perspective, the Port Authority is paying two and a

         17  half million dollars a year to be able to lease and

         18  run the airports of the City of New York. With that,

         19  they are also taking off the top capital money they

         20  invest into the airports.

         21                 This new lease is going to give the

         22  City of New York, 93 and a half million dollars a

         23  year, or eight percent a year of the gross revenues,

         24  whichever is larger, until the year 2050.

         25                 In addition, the Port Authority has
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          2  agreed to give the City of New York $700 million up

          3  front in order to pay for any back lease payments

          4  that may not have been paid.

          5                 In addition, they have created an

          6  airport board which will be eight people, four

          7  appointed by the City of New York, one of which will

          8  always be the Borough President of Queens, and the

          9  other four appointed by Port Authority and the

         10  community advisory board, as well, to be able to

         11  suggest to the Port Authority and the City things

         12  that can't be different.

         13                 I would like to thank quite a few

         14  people that had to do with this. One is Miguel

         15  Martinez, the Subcommittee Chair, who had to hear

         16  it, and he did an excellent job in running the

         17  hearings for this application.

         18                 I'd also like to thank the Port

         19  Authority and the City who really did negotiate with

         20  the Council members, I believe in very good faith,

         21  to make sure that a lot of the issues that were

         22  raised, not only by Council Member Monserrate and

         23  the entire Queens Delegation, were answered and

         24  responded to in a very timely fashion.

         25                 In the end, the Land Use Committee
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          2  determined, and the Speaker also determined that

          3  this is going to be a very good deal for the City of

          4  New York.

          5                 I'd also like to thank Speaker Miller

          6  for all of his guidance and leadership on this issue

          7  to make sure that the City got the best possible

          8  deal from the Port Authority for the years to come.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Apparently, my

         11  colleagues, I just want to note that it is a

         12  privilege to have the opportunity to rename a number

         13  of the streets in the City for those who died on

         14  September 11th, for those who served our country in

         15  Iraq, and for those who made other extraordinary

         16  contributions to our City and our State and our

         17  country. And we have a number of family members that

         18  are here as well today. It's an honor to have them

         19  with us, and to have the opportunity to pay this

         20  respect on behalf of the citizens of the City of New

         21  York for extraordinary people who made enormous

         22  contributions through our City, and who now will

         23  never be forgotten.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         25  of General Orders.
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          2                 Council Member Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Chair.

          5                 My fellow colleagues, I rise to speak

          6  now rather than at the time of voting. I have some

          7  special guests with me this afternoon. These are

          8  relative with two individuals that perished in the

          9  World Trade Center, and Brian and Jean Monaghan

         10  would you please stand up, Brian and Jean?

         11                 They're the proud parents of Patrick

         12  Monaghan who was 21 years old who perished in the

         13  World Trade Center when they were told if you run

         14  back to help your union brothers and sisters, and as

         15  a young man he ran back to try to help others that

         16  were in need, and so he perished on 9/11. And so we

         17  would be honored to name a street after him up in

         18  Inwood, the place that he grew up as a young boy

         19  running around, playing up in Ishen Park, in our

         20  area.

         21                 And, so, I want to recognize them and

         22  their participation, trying to name a street after

         23  someone that they love so dearly. Thank you very

         24  much, Brian and Jean.

         25                 Also, John McAlary. John, would you
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          2  stand up, please?

          3                 His brother, who worked in the World

          4  Trade Center for a company, was up there for a board

          5  meeting on the 92nd floor. He perished, leaving

          6  behind a wife and three children. And John and his

          7  family have requested that the area that he grew up

          8  in in Inwood, 215th Street and Park Terrace West be

          9  named after his brother, and I am happy, as a

         10  Council member, to honor the wishes of the family

         11  and helping the process along with the Mayor and the

         12  rest of the City Council in renaming a street after

         13  your brother.

         14                 Thank you, John.

         15                 And last, but not least, Madam Public

         16  Advocate, an organization that has been an

         17  institution in the City of New York, in the United

         18  States for a long time, especially up in the

         19  Washington Heights, Hamilton Heights area, Prince

         20  Hall, Masonic Lodge, we have the opportunity with

         21  Community Board 9 and 11 --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         23  Council member.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: -- In

         25  renaming 155th Street, the Prince Hall Plaza Way,
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          2  and I have two representatives here.

          3                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          4  Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          6                 Council Member Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Pass.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, he's

          9  going to pass? Okay.

         10                 Council Member Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         12                 My colleagues, I rise in opposition

         13  to the motion to approve the airports lease for

         14  years 2016 through 2050.

         15                 I understand that this motion is

         16  coming with the recommendation of the Land Use

         17  Committee, and I have enormous respect for the Land

         18  Use Chair and the work of that Committee and

         19  ordinarily would defer to their judgment.

         20                 But in this issue, which I do believe

         21  is of enormous, enormous import for the long-term

         22  future of the City, I mean the JFK and LaGuardia are

         23  important pieces of the transportation

         24  infrastructure, as there are in New York City. I do

         25  think that we must form our own judgment, and I do
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          2  not think that the Committee or the Council for that

          3  matter, has been given, frankly, the facts or the

          4  material that we need to determine if this is in the

          5  best interest of the City, and I believe that there

          6  is very good reason to think it is not.

          7                 Now, we know that the City was

          8  getting a raw deal on the airports for many years.

          9  Mayor Giuliani, you know, may not always say this,

         10  but he was absolutely right that the Port Authority

         11  owed us hundreds of millions of dollars. Part of

         12  this deal, the part that's good, is that the Port

         13  Authority is recognizing the validity of those past

         14  claims and finally paying up that money. But in

         15  return what they're asking is we give them the

         16  airports for 35 more years, in 2016 through 2050,

         17  and I just think that we should not agree to that.

         18                 I asked the Administration, what are

         19  the comparables that allow us to judge if it's a

         20  good deal, like are we going to be getting anywhere

         21  near what Los Angeles, Chicago, Miami, get out of

         22  their airports?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         24  Council member.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I would
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          2  request --

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No. I am not

          4  giving you any more time, I'm sorry. We've been

          5  through this before. Two minutes and that's it.

          6  Sorry.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Well, all

          8  right.

          9                 Madam Public Advocate, I will just

         10  say, two minutes where there is not a -- I don't

         11  think we're going to be here all day today, I think

         12  to --

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That has

         14  nothing to do with it. Two minutes, Council member,

         15  please.

         16                 Council Member Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 Today I speak to you about three men

         20  from my community who are being honored with street

         21  namings, commemoration of their contributions to our

         22  neighborhoods, our great City and humanity.

         23                 John Sineno was a fireman's fireman.

         24  He entered the Department in 1962, but his

         25  selflessness became apparent when he helped
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          2  established a New York hospital, New York

          3  Firefighters' Burn Center Foundation.

          4                 John retired from the Department in

          5  1990, but he remained with the Burn Center he helped

          6  to create.

          7                 John Sineno may be best known as the

          8  author of best selling Firefighters' Cookbook, New

          9  Firefighters' Cookbook.

         10                 The second individual who is being

         11  honored today with the street naming is Brother

         12  Ralph Clifford, who is a hero in a complex way. For

         13  more than three decades, Brother Ralph educated

         14  students and taught them the basic skills of

         15  understanding human kindness, compassion and the

         16  unique ability to care for one's community.

         17                 Brother Ralph was a beacon of hope

         18  and understanding for every child at St. Francis

         19  Prep High School, in front of which his renamed

         20  street resides in my district.

         21                 Christopher Rancaniello, was a

         22  life-long resident of Thornell Avenue (phonetic) in

         23  Littleneck. He attended public school in District

         24  26, Cardoza High School, and graduated from South

         25  Hampton College.
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          2                 He worked at Cantor Fitzgerald on the

          3  101st floor of the World Trade Center, and was at

          4  work on September 11th, 2001, the day he lost his

          5  life.

          6                 Ironically Christopher and his

          7  fiance' Lisa had sent out wedding invitations only

          8  days earlier.

          9                 Obvious was that Christopher was

         10  loved by his family, his friends and his community.

         11  Christopher's parents are here today, and I'd like

         12  to ask them to stand in the balcony please. Frank

         13  and Sandra Rancaniello, on the balcony. Oh, in the

         14  front. I'm sorry. And we also have Bruce Pardos

         15  whose --

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  member, time.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: -- The

         19  son-in-law of John Sineno. Bruce.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council member.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         24                 Council Member Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 Earlier today we honored a victim of

          4  the Iraq war, and today with this vote we continue

          5  to honor those who are heroes, heroes of 9/11. And

          6  with this vote today, I advance the wishes of my

          7  community in renaming several streets for those 9/11

          8  victims from my neighborhood.

          9                 We are joined here also today by

         10  members of the families of those victims, and I'd

         11  like to introduce them and have them stand up,

         12  particularly Mrs. Eileen Geraty, the mother of Susan

         13  Geraty, a 9/11 victim.

         14                 Ms. Geraty, are you here? Stand up.

         15  Back there, okay, thank you.

         16                 Leon Economos, who is the cousin of

         17  Sergeant-of-Arms Nick Economos, and the father of

         18  9/11 victim Gus Economos. Mr. Economos.

         19                 Oblom and Eli Safi, the mother and

         20  father of 9/11 victim Jude Safi.

         21                 And Mr. Gary Cillo, of New York

         22  Police Department, brother of 9/11 victim Elaine

         23  Cillo.

         24                 Ms. Cillo.

         25                 We look forward to that time when
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          2  your loved ones will be memorialized with these

          3  street signs. Other names naming today of Howie

          4  Zimmerman and Fred Ergang and Giuseppe Papandrea,

          5  are also contributors to my district and it will be

          6  my pleasure to also name streets in their honor with

          7  today's vote.

          8                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         12  Public Advocate.

         13                 Among the people we are honoring

         14  today by naming or renaming streets, we are naming

         15  the street after Thomas Feelings. He was an

         16  internationally acclaimed artist, from Bed Stuy. He

         17  grew up on Putnam Avenue and that particular street

         18  will be renamed in his honor. He died late last

         19  year. There were tremendous responses and receptions

         20  for him in the Brooklyn community. I know his family

         21  will consider it a great honor that the block that

         22  he grew up on will indeed bear his name.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I, too, would like to know why such a

          5  long commitment of lease, and I was wondering

          6  whether we're allowed to defer our time to Mr.

          7  Yassky so that he can explain --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, Council

          9  member, we do not trade times.

         10                 Two minutes for each of you and

         11  that's the rule.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: So, according

         13  to the rules, there is no allowing for trading of

         14  time so that we can understand? I do not belong to

         15  the Land Use Committee and I would like to know the

         16  reasons that he is opposing this lease.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Well, maybe

         18  you could talk to him outside of the Chambers, or

         19  you could --

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes, but we

         21  are voting on this now.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry,

         23  those are the rules.

         24                 What happens in this body, if I let

         25  one person go over then everybody wants to go over
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          2  and we had a little bit of trouble a couple of weeks

          3  ago, and, frankly, this is the way it's going to be.

          4  Sorry.

          5                 Council Member Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I just would like to, please, today,

          9  say thank you so much to the Speaker, my colleagues,

         10  the City of New York, in respect to honoring the

         11  memory of Detective Joe Galapo, Detective James

         12  Nemorin, and Sisters of St. Joseph, Our Lady of

         13  Perpetual Help in Sunset Park.

         14                 Also, Sister Mary Geraldine, a woman

         15  who worked for over 30 years with our children,

         16  parents, the Summer Youth Employment and gave us

         17  incredible years of commitment and dedication.

         18                 So, for their honor, I thank everyone

         19  today, and I rejoice that their streets have been

         20  named after them. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 Council Member Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 My colleagues, some months ago I was

          3  faced with a big box store coming to my district,

          4  and it happened to be in a very disruptive

          5  neighborhood, a very high-trafficked area, so I

          6  fought against that from occurring.

          7                 And it had some success through local

          8  community boards and borough hall and some other

          9  places, but we were able, fighting for the

         10  community, to get what was desperately needed in our

         11  community.

         12                 I have heard time and time again a

         13  supermarket which would be coming to Kings Highway.

         14  Now, we made an agreement for the supermarket, and

         15  only if a supermarket comes and no big box store

         16  comes that would only increase the traffic

         17  dramatically in the area, because people would drive

         18  to this, wherever this box store was, let's say it

         19  happened Century 21 or whatever, while a supermarket

         20  many, many people in the community would be walking

         21  to. So, it would be a tremendous help to have the

         22  supermarket and not this gigantic store.

         23                 But I, along with the Brooklyn

         24  Delegation, many of my colleagues, and not just in

         25  Brooklyn, we're going to be watching the agreement
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          2  that we have to ensure that it's kept to the letter,

          3  every i dotted, every t crossed, that the word of

          4  the developer and his representatives will be held

          5  to task.

          6                 So, we have a number of verbal

          7  agreements but there is a lot in writing and the

          8  writing is the important stuff, and we're going to

          9  be working on this as a team to make sure that the

         10  supermarket comes to fruition, and that no big box

         11  store at any stores gets in there.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         14                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 On the Land Use Items 110 and 111,

         18  the development at Kings Highway, I'd like to first

         19  of all thank the Speaker and Chair Katz, Chair

         20  Martinez and Gail Benjamin for their hard on this

         21  issue.

         22                 I want to thank my co-chair in the

         23  Brooklyn Delegation, Al Vann, and all of the members

         24  of the Brooklyn Delegation.

         25                 I want to thank, I want to especially
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          2  thank Mike Nelson and Domenic Recchia for their

          3  activism on this issue in ensuring that the Kings

          4  Highway community got the kind of development it

          5  needed, and not just development for development

          6  sake, that would add to congestion and trouble a

          7  community that's already over-congested, but would

          8  bring a needed resource, a supermarket that's

          9  desperately needed in the community.

         10                 And I want to urge all of my

         11  colleagues to support these Land Use items today.

         12                 But I want to note, as Council Member

         13  Nelson did, that there is still one more step in

         14  this process, the Borough Board vote by the Brooklyn

         15  Borough Board in the coming weeks, and I think it's

         16  incumbent upon the developer to recognize that it is

         17  important to continually respond to the concerns of

         18  the Kings Highway community, and that the Borough

         19  Board will watch closely to make sure that those

         20  concerns are met and that all guarantees that have

         21  been given will be consistent.

         22                 But it's certainly my hope that all

         23  will work out well and I want to commend the entire

         24  Council because this is another example of the City

         25  Council helping a community to get a better type of
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          2  development, and standing up to ensure that

          3  community needs come first.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          6  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          9  Standing Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Contracts.

         12                 Intro. 137-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Adopted and referred

         14  to the Committee on Contracts.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Finance.

         17                 Reso 278.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 91 and

         21  companion Reso 299.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         25  LU 134 and companion Reso 300.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          3  General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          6                 Intro. 4A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8  on the General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         10  Committee on Land Use.

         11                 LU 33 and companion Reso 301.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Motion to disapprove.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 49 and

         14  companion Reso 302.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         16  General Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 52 and

         18  companion Reso 303.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 53 and

         21  companion Reso 304.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 61 and

         24  companion Reso 305.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 80.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

          4  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          5  Commission.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 89 and

          7  companion Reso 306.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 109.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         12  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         13  Commission.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 110 and

         15  companion Reso 307.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 111 and

         19  companion Reso 308.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         21  General Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 112 and

         23  companion Reso 309.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         25  General Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 113 and

          3  companion Reso 310.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 117 and

          6  companion Reso 311.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 119 and

          9  companion Reso 312.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 120 and

         12  companion Reso 313.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 122 and

         15  companion Reso 314.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 130 and

         18  companion Reso 315.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  LU 135 and companion Reso 316.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

         25                 Intro. 281-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          3  on the General Order Calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          6                 M 88 and companion Reso 317.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         10  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         12  General Order Calendar.

         13                 At this point I'm going to ask the

         14  clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on the

         15  General Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Pass.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all. I

          8  want to thank the Land Use Committee for their

          9  excellent work regarding all of the items that came

         10  before them today, especially the monitoring and

         11  oversight and continued oversight of the Port

         12  Authority, and these discussions that we had in Land

         13  Use regarding the report shows that the Land Use

         14  Committee will vigilantly monitor to make sure that

         15  the MOU is put in place to protect the residents of

         16  Queens and also the residents of the City.

         17                 Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be
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          2  briefly excused to explain my vote?

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

          5                 I also want to add my thanks to

          6  Chairwoman Katz and Subcommittee Chairman Martinez

          7  for their work on LU 110 and 111.

          8                 It's a particularly difficult job

          9  balancing a circumstance where the community board

         10  has voted in favor of a project by a narrow margin,

         11  and yet there are such legitimate concerns, as those

         12  that have been raised by my colleagues Councilman

         13  Recchia and Nelson on this matter.

         14                 I know it was very tough to come to a

         15  resolution that people could live with, and I vote

         16  aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         21  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         22  explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you.

         25                 I want to thank this body for passing
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          2  today Intro. 281-A, which will name yet more

          3  thoroughfares and streets within the City of New

          4  York to the heroes of September 11th.

          5                 In particular I would like to

          6  recognize two names, one would be Firefighter

          7  Matthew Barnes, a lifelong resident of Brooklyn and

          8  Maspeth, Queens; and Nancy Muniz, a resident of

          9  Ridgewood, Queens. Nancy Muniz's was co-sponsored by

         10  my colleague Diana Reyna, and I want to thank her

         11  for her ability to push this bill through in such a

         12  timely fashion and look forward to working with her

         13  on the ceremony to honor these victims.

         14                 Thank you. I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Permission to

         10  explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I would just

         13  like to remind the body that today for the Port

         14  Authority lease we are doing a disposition of

         15  City-owned property, not the terms and conditions.

         16  So that the conditions that we got from the Port

         17  Authority in the City truly were negotiated out, and

         18  a lot of the credit that we have to give for that is

         19  the Land Use Division. Gail Benjamin, now our Chief

         20  of Staff, Chris Collins, Amy Levitson, of course,

         21  the Speaker of the Council, just for all the hard

         22  work that they did in making sure that we have all

         23  the facts and material necessary to make the best

         24  judgment for the City, but also just for their

         25  patience in making sure that we move forward in the
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          2  right way.

          3                 I vote aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I request

          6  permission to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: While I

          9  certainly respect the Chair of the Land Use

         10  Committee, this item on our calendar, Land Use 112,

         11  deals with a lease that will run over 40 years, as I

         12  understand it, for the airports, and to the benefit

         13  of the City of hundreds of millions of dollars.

         14                 Though I am a member of the Land Use

         15  Committee, I am not a member of the relevant

         16  subcommittee, and the Committee as a whole did not

         17  discuss this matter in any detail at all.

         18                 In fact, I think that this deserves a

         19  discussion actually beyond the Land Use Committee,

         20  perhaps a meeting of the Council as a whole or a

         21  meeting of the Democratic Conference of the Council,

         22  to have this fully explained and to understand all

         23  of the ramifications.

         24                 I know that my colleague Councilman

         25  Yassky has some concerns, and I think this is
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          2  important enough so that it should have been

          3  discussed at greater length.

          4                 And while I respect the staff of the

          5  Land Use Committee and the Chair and the

          6  Subcommittee, this is something I think each member

          7  of the Council should have had an opportunity to

          8  consider on her or his own.

          9                 And, therefore, I'm going to withdraw

         10  my request to explain the vote and abstain on this

         11  item, and hope that in the future items of this

         12  import be given more attention than the few minutes

         13  this has been given.

         14                 I abstain.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Permission

         23  to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 I also want to thank the Land Use

          4  Committee for their guidance and leadership, and

          5  also the Chair of the Land Use Committee, Melinda

          6  Katz. While we held hearings at the Subcommittee of

          7  Dispositions on the item of the approval of the

          8  lease of the Port Authority at the John F. Kennedy

          9  and LaGuardia Airport, their help and their guidance

         10  in making that happen, and the testimony that we got

         11  from both the Port Authority and the Administration

         12  was very helpful in helping the Committee this

         13  agenda forward and approve it.

         14                 I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes. Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I vote aye on

          4  all, however, I'd like a moment to explain my vote

          5  with respect to Intro. 281-A.

          6                 In particular, I want to acknowledge

          7  that a street renaming in honor of Mother Clara Hale

          8  in my district, Mother Hale was a pioneer, in terms

          9  of treating families, particularly families subject

         10  to substance abuse in the era of so-called crack and

         11  taking babies in as a volunteer to mend them and to

         12  attend to their families and she was a forerunner in

         13  that regard, and subsequently many others have come

         14  to pick up her work.

         15                 She has been acknowledged all over

         16  our nation, including by presidents, and so it is a

         17  great honor for us to have an opportunity to

         18  acknowledge her work by having a street renamed in

         19  her honor.

         20                 I also want to take a moment to

         21  acknowledge, Bishop Preston R. Washington, Sr.,

         22  another street renaming in my district.

         23                 Bishop Washington was the founder of

         24  the Harlem Congregations for Community Improvement,

         25  a coalition of faith-based organizations in the
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          2  Harlem Community that were in the forefront of

          3  developing housing in this community at a time when

          4  the community was being abandoned, and the community

          5  was being exploited by slumlords, when others were

          6  leaving the community, these faith-based leaders

          7  took it upon themselves to stay and to form an

          8  organization that would be able to provide

          9  affordable housing for the people in the

         10  neighborhood. And as a result now we talk about

         11  something called the Harlem Renaissance. Bishop

         12  Washington gets credit for that. When the record is

         13  written, when the book is written about the Harlem

         14  Renaissance, there will be a chapter I'm sure

         15  dedicated to him, and I'm glad to say that we at

         16  least renamed a street in his honor as well. Thank

         17  you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         19  Council member. Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Pass.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I seek
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          2  permission to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

          5                 I just want to thank Council Member

          6  Perkins for the naming of the street for Preston

          7  Washhington, as well as certainly Mother Hale, and

          8  all the other names and heroes and sheroes that

          9  we're adopting today, whether they were victims of

         10  9/11 or worthy of the recognition, but certainly

         11  Preston Washington is someone who in our community,

         12  not only in terms of housing, but as a person who is

         13  HIV positive, I remember very early on in the

         14  epidemic that Preston Washington had the courage,

         15  when so few others, particularly in the clergy, in

         16  the leadership in the African-American community, to

         17  step forward and to say what can I do and to welcome

         18  people with HIV and AIDS back in the day when people

         19  were showing up with lesions on their face. And he

         20  said, you need to come into my church.

         21                 So, I thank you, Bill, for doing

         22  that.

         23                 I vote aye on all, and I'd also like

         24  to acknowledge the work that Council Member Katz and

         25  that has been done, and Council Member Martinez. I'm
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          2  a little bit troubled by this 40-year thing, but I'm

          3  sure that both of those committees listened and

          4  heard that and came to a conclusion that's in the

          5  best interest of the City of New York.

          6                 I vote aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

         11  explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I just want

         14  to thank the Chair of the Land Use Committee for

         15  guiding this Kennedy Airport and LaGuardia Airport

         16  lease to its completion, but I also want to draw

         17  attention to my colleagues that when Council Member

         18  Hiram Monserrate and I called the question, we were

         19  able to have much further discussion on the issue of

         20  Kennedy Airport, and LaGuardia Airport. This allowed

         21  the Council to have more than just the two minutes

         22  that my colleague has perhaps forgotten that we had

         23  this debate here, and this allowed for anyone to

         24  raise as many questions for as long as they wanted.

         25                 So, I just wanted to put back there,
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          2  that I also believe that New York City needed a

          3  fuller conversation on this. This is why we call the

          4  question, and this is why we had that discussion.

          5  And at the end of that discussion, I believe that it

          6  is a good lease for New York City and for Queens, so

          7  I vote yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: May I explain my

         20  vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you.

         23                 As regards to Intro. 281-A, one of

         24  the greatest heroes of our time, Harriet Ross

         25  Tubman, we honored her by naming the whole of Fulton
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          2  Street, from the Queens border to Adams Street in

          3  Brooklyn in her honor.

          4                 I was motivated in part also because

          5  this year was the first year we had Harriet Tubman

          6  there in New York State as proclaimed by the

          7  Legislature, and so you may recall a few weeks ago,

          8  two of her blood relatives were here, her great

          9  grand nieces, and some outstanding people from the

         10  community came for the introduction, and we're

         11  gratified and on their behalf I thank all of my

         12  colleagues for that vote.

         13                 But also know that Harriet Tubman is

         14  such a great leader throughout and particularly in

         15  the African-American community, that we're not

         16  really satisfied with, if you will, co-naming, and,

         17  so, I will begin the process of changing all of the

         18  documents, maps and so forth so that Fulton Street

         19  will not only be co-named but will indeed become

         20  Harriet Tubman Avenue.

         21                 So, in a brief period of time, once

         22  we go through the ULURP process as is required,

         23  we'll be back again and Harriet Tubman will ride

         24  again, not only to be renamed, but also to name

         25  Fulton Street.
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          2                 Thank you for your support, both now

          3  and in the future.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I request

          9  permission to explain my vote.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: On the

         12  question of the airport, I take nothing away and I

         13  really commend and congratulate my colleagues,

         14  particularly Council Member Sanders, Council Member

         15  Monserrate, and Subcommittee Chair Martinez and Land

         16  Use Chair Katz for achieving something of

         17  significance on this airport lease, particularly in

         18  terms of protecting the communities that surround

         19  JFK and LaGuardia Airport.

         20                 However, in terms of what is in the

         21  best interest of the City as a whole, for the 35

         22  years from 2016 to 2050, I have yet to see an

         23  explanation of why the Port Authority should make

         24  over $100 million a year in profit from these

         25  airports.
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          2                 Look at the Port Authority annual

          3  reports. Last year, $200 million profit for the Port

          4  Authority. The year before $200 million profit. A

          5  billion over the last five years, and we all know

          6  what that is, that is money that pays for projects

          7  initiated by Governor Pataki and Governor McGreevy,

          8  some of them may be worthy. If anybody thinks that

          9  New York City is getting its fair share of that, is

         10  dead wrong.

         11                 So, I do not believe -- and, yes, did

         12  the lease payments go up from what the pittance what

         13  they are today? Of course they go up, that doesn't

         14  mean it's a good deal. To know it's a good deal, and

         15  all of us who went through the Snapple agreement

         16  remember, this is just like Snapple.

         17                 They went to one person said, hey,

         18  let's make a deal, let's work something out, fine,

         19  done. To know it's a good deal, let's see what some

         20  other people would have paid the City to operate

         21  these airports which we own.

         22                 Let's see what other cities are

         23  getting out of the airports.

         24                 I have here the statements of the

         25  Administration and the Port Authority at the Land
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          2  Use hearing. You won't find that information

          3  anywhere in those statements because they don't have

          4  it.

          5                 Now, how they can come to the Council

          6  and say this is a good deal when they can't say what

          7  other cities have done and what other people paid,

          8  they cannot say it's a good deal.

          9                 On this one, I vote no, on the

         10  airports. I vote yes on all other matters. Thank

         11  you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: May I explain

         14  my vote?

         15                 I'm going to vote yes on all. But I

         16  want to echo the fact that Council Member Koppell

         17  indicated that there was some concern about

         18  information flowing, this is a very major change in

         19  terms of our City revenue, airports, policy, et

         20  cetera, I certainly commend Land Use, not being a

         21  member, until the Steering Committee today, perhaps

         22  because I haven't paid enough attention, but also

         23  because I think we don't circulate information

         24  enough.

         25                 I am convinced, particularly by Chris
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          2  Collins of the Land Use staff, in his wise words,

          3  that this is a good deal for the City, although I

          4  certainly don't want the airport to be run by a

          5  non-governmental agency, as was suggested during the

          6  previous administration.

          7                 However, I do think that more

          8  information is better and that, you know, needed to

          9  have that clarified before the meeting today.

         10                 I vote aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, may I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: On LU 110 and

         16  111, this was a very, very difficult vote for me.

         17  People in my district will be definitely, definitely

         18  affected by what is going up on this piece of

         19  property, and it's also hard for me because there is

         20  a school right across the street, and before I cast

         21  my vote I will ask the developers to really look at

         22  that and to make sure that safety is taken into

         23  serious consideration, and if there has to be

         24  changes, let's make these changes, because in your

         25  report I don't feel they looked at the school when
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          2  they were determining what to be built there.

          3                 But since my colleague Mike Nelson

          4  voted yes, and they reached an agreement, they

          5  changed for a supermarket, and our community does

          6  need a supermarket, there is no supermarkets in my

          7  district, I would like to vote yes and make sure

          8  that everything that they agreed to is followed out.

          9                 And I also would like to thank

         10  Melinda Katz, Miguel Martinez and, of course, Gail

         11  Benjamin for our dialogue, and it's always a

         12  pleasure to work with the Land Use Committee, and I

         13  vote aye on everything else.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote yes on

         16  all. And I wish simply to extend my thanks to the

         17  taxpayers of New York City for helping to create,

         18  whether it's voluntarily or not, an additional 1.5

         19  billion in revenue that we recognize today. Here's

         20  to hoping we spend it wisely.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on
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          2  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          3  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          4  with the exception of LU 112 and Resolution 309, 48

          5  in the affirmative, one in the negative and one

          6  abstention.

          7                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          8  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero in

          9  the negative.

         10                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         12  referred to the committee as indicated on the

         13  schedule.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         15  of Resolutions.

         16                 Remember, you have one minute.

         17                 Council Member Nelson.

         18                 Not seeing Council Member Nelson,

         19  Council Member Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: This is

         21  Discussion of Resolutions?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I just wanted

         24  to urge my colleagues to vote in support of a

         25  resolution that we are considering today. It's a

                                                            83

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  resolution that was passed by the Health Committee.

          3  It's a resolution which endorses this Sunday's March

          4  for Women's Lives in Washington. That of course, is

          5  a march being sponsored by Planned Parenthood,

          6  NARAL, the National Organization for Women, many

          7  other women's rights and pro choice groups. It's a

          8  march on Washington and in an attempt to keep this

          9  country a truly pro choice country and make sure

         10  women have all of the options they need to exercise

         11  their right to choose and have full reproductive

         12  rights in this country.

         13                 I think it's important for the

         14  Council, many Council members will, of course, be

         15  marching with the New York City Delegation on Sunday

         16  in Washington, and it's important for us to send a

         17  message from the Council through this resolution

         18  that we are fully and squarely behind the goals of

         19  the March for Women's Lives this Sunday.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just want to

         24  echo what Council Member Quinn said, and just state

         25  that it's very exciting that in this country there's
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          2  a huge buzz about April 25th in Washington, and to

          3  know that particularly young people are excited

          4  about participating. And I want to thank many people

          5  in the City Council who are going to Washington, who

          6  are sponsoring buses and to continue to urge anybody

          7  watching the City Council proceedings today to join

          8  us on Sunday, April 25th, and I look forward to

          9  passing this resolution so that the City Council is

         10  on record to be fighting against some of the

         11  policies that discriminate against women who want to

         12  control their own bodies.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 There are three resos on the agenda

         19  today. The first is Reso 270 dealing with Israeli

         20  Independence Day called "Yom Ha'Atzma'Ut."

         21                 The second one is 271, which

         22  commemorates the lost soldiers in the Israeli War

         23  for Independence, and memorializing them, those that

         24  were killed in the struggle.

         25                 And three is Reso 272, which is Yom
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          2  Ha'Shoah, which deals with the Holocaust, to honor

          3  those who perished and were murdered by a horrible

          4  Nazi regime.

          5                 So, those three today, Madam Public

          6  Advocate, and my colleagues, Reso 270, 271 and 272.

          7  Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I want to add

         11  my voice and support to Resolution 3A as well, along

         12  with my colleagues. The March for Women's Lives Day

         13  this Sunday is really critical for women across this

         14  nation. There are so many challenges that women of

         15  color face, one of them should not be the erosion of

         16  their right to choose.

         17                 So, I speak for those who don't have

         18  the voice to speak for themselves and encourage

         19  women from this City, from this State and this

         20  nation, to really show up in numbers this Sunday to

         21  send a message to those in DC who would like to roll

         22  back the hands of time and let them know that choice

         23  is here, and it's here to stay.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.
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          2                 Seeing nobody else, let's vote on the

          3  resolutions.

          4                 Resolution 3A, all in favor?

          5                 Opposed?

          6                 I've got to hear the ayes.

          7                 3A, all in favor?

          8                 Opposed?

          9                 Adopted.

         10                 Resolution 243. All in favor?

         11                 Opposed?

         12                 Adopted.

         13                 Resolution 270, in favor?

         14                 Opposed?

         15                 Adopted.

         16                 Resolution 271, in favor?

         17                 Opposed?

         18                 Adopted.

         19                 Resolution 272, in favor?

         20                 Opposed?

         21                 Adopted.

         22                 Resolution 274-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Has been adopted and

         24  laid over to the next meeting.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: And laid
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          2  over, thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: But thank you for

          4  voting for it, whoever did.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          6  Discussion.

          7                 Speaker Miller.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just wanted to say

          9  that, I hope he's still here, our colleague and

         10  friend Joe Addabbo, Jr., produced a new human being

         11  for the world, a beautiful daughter, Alexis Jules.

         12                 He didn't do it by himself, his

         13  beautiful wife also. There she is. Congratulations

         14  to your wife, to you, Joe, we're so happy for your

         15  whole family. It's a wonderful thing.

         16                 While we're on this note, we'll just

         17  say that also our good friend and colleague, Cheech,

         18  Frank Tramontano, also had a baby girl, right? And

         19  she is also doing well, and we're very, very

         20  grateful and thankful for that, and mom is doing

         21  well as well. I know they had an exciting time. And

         22  I want to congratulate both of them on their

         23  enormous achievement, the most exciting thing to

         24  happen to any of us. And that concludes my remarks

         25  for the General Discussion.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

          5  Public Advocate.

          6                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On that happy

          7  news, it is a bittersweet Stated Council day for the

          8  Republican Delegation, because it is Kevin

          9  Fullington's last, as counsel to the Minority

         10  Leader. Any of you, all of you who have dealt with

         11  Kevin, know what type of person he was and is.

         12                 When I was elected in 1999, I was the

         13  counsel to the Minority Leader and Kevin took my

         14  spot, and I would tease Kevin, I would introduce him

         15  as the younger, smarter, better looking version of

         16  Jimmy Oddo, and he was a loyal counsel to Tom

         17  Ognibene and he's been my loyal counsel for two and

         18  a half years.

         19                 When you are only three of 51 in this

         20  body, it can be very difficult, and on to the fact

         21  when you have a friendly Administration being not so

         22  friendly, when you circle the wagons it's critically

         23  important to have great staff, and Kevin is bright

         24  and honest, and personable and went well beyond

         25  being a staff person. He is absolutely a friend to
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          2  Dennis and to Andy and I.

          3                 We wish him all the best. If you see

          4  Kevin around City Hall in a couple of weeks, you

          5  might go up to him and ask why he's still here,

          6  you'd think that he had left.

          7                 Kevin is going across the hall to the

          8  Administration. So, I guess those nights, Kevin, you

          9  and I staying up late and kind of thinking of

         10  creative quotes in how to describe Bill Cunningham

         11  are long far back in our memories.

         12                 I just want to thank you on a

         13  personal note, Kevin. You did a good job for me. You

         14  made a very difficult transition a lot easier. We

         15  wish you will.

         16                 And I close on this, Madam Public

         17  Advocate. For those in the media who criticize the

         18  Council in the question about if we're taking a cut

         19  in our budget, I can't compete with the

         20  Administration in paying Kevin what he deserves, and

         21  I know many of my colleagues feel that same

         22  frustration.

         23                 We wish him well despite that, and we

         24  say thank you to him.

         25                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Gennaro.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 There is a very important legislation

          7  relating to the environment that I'd like to bring

          8  to my colleagues' attention. Tomorrow is Earth Day,

          9  so it's most appropriate for us to be doing these

         10  bills now.

         11                 Intro. 324 on Green buildings is

         12  being sponsored by Speaker Miller, and I'm proud to

         13  be his co-sponsor on this important bill.

         14                 By applying green standards, the

         15  City-owned and City-funded buildings, the Speaker's

         16  legislation, will result in reductions and energy

         17  consumption, air pollution, water use, at the same

         18  time provide for the vast improvements in tenant and

         19  worker health.

         20                 I thank the Speaker for his

         21  aggressive environmental leadership on this and so

         22  many other issues.

         23                 Intros 328 and 329 are two very

         24  exciting bills and I'm proud to be introducing with

         25  Council Member Quinn.  Intro. 328, would have the
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          2  City opt in to a state neighbor notification law to

          3  make sure that residents are informed about outdoor

          4  aerial of spraying of pesticides by pesticide

          5  applicators.

          6                 The second bill, 329 would encourage

          7  the City to reduce and make more responsible use of

          8  its dangerous pesticides.

          9                 I thank Council Member Quinn and

         10  NYPIRG for their hard work on this issue.

         11                 Resolution 285, sponsored by Speaker

         12  Miller and myself and Council Members Quinn and

         13  Yassky, is a resolution calling upon USEPA to scrap

         14  its proposal to weaken mercury regulations and to do

         15  what the Clean Air Act calls for, mandate a 90

         16  percent reduction in coal-fired power plants by

         17  2008. Mercury is a very toxic substance, it causes

         18  brain damage, and many other terrible things to

         19  children, one of 12 American women have higher

         20  levels of it in their blood, and we can't allow the

         21  EPA to turn back the clock on mercury.

         22                 Resolution 286 calls on the New York

         23  City Department of Ed to provide training

         24  environmental science to all grade levels and I'd be

         25  happy if you could support that.
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          2                 There are many other bills that are

          3  going back --

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

          5  Council member.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: -- And the

          7  three intros today, and I invite people to a press

          8  conference on the steps of City Hall tomorrow at

          9  12:00 noon for the pesticide bills. Thank you, Madam

         10  Public Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please do

         12  not go over your two minutes.

         13                 Council Member Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

         15  once again, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 Once again the Governor wants to take

         17  away money from people from New York City.

         18                 I rise to ask your support for a

         19  resolution I am sponsoring today, and today's

         20  agenda.

         21                 In the Governor's proposed budget for

         22  2005, he's proposing a four percent surcharge on

         23  admission to sporting events and amusement parks.

         24                 This would be in addition to the

         25  State and Local taxes currently totaling 8.65
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          2  percent already imposed on such admission charges.

          3                 Estimates of nearly ten percent of

          4  all people that come to this City attend a sporting

          5  event. Daytrippers, or people who come to the City

          6  for the day, in 2001, made up 16.7 million day trips

          7  into New York City.

          8                 Eleven percent of those trips

          9  involved a sporting event. Overall there's a

         10  projected impact of $27 million. We could lose

         11  possible 27 million, but also the Governor again

         12  wants to take money away from New York City people.

         13  I urge you to sign on and send Albany a message that

         14  New York City pockets do not need an extra hand in

         15  it.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         21  Madam Chair.

         22                 I just wanted to commend Councilwoman

         23  Margarita Lopez, Councilwoman Margarita Lopez for

         24  her outstanding leadership on an alarming issue that

         25  I think the Council should take much more seriously,
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          2  and that is the sloppy, discriminatory way that the

          3  Mayor and the Chancellor is administrating this

          4  third grade test.

          5                 Because of Margarita Lopez we found

          6  that on the monitor for the test they admitted that

          7  11 questions were designed to favor white students

          8  and no questions were designed to favor black or

          9  Latino students.

         10                 We also found that the teachers, many

         11  of the teachers used last year's tests that they

         12  really should have turned in to answer, have the

         13  same identical questions on this year's test. And

         14  this whole testing process was used as a political

         15  gain and is hurting our children. Parents are up in

         16  arms all over this City.

         17                 The City Council should take this

         18  very seriously. We should have an emergency session

         19  to look at the Administration or do some

         20  oversighting on this testing of third grade

         21  students.

         22                 A lot of us understand that that is

         23  being done with 17,000 students perhaps failing

         24  right now.

         25                 These were the Mayor's first grade

                                                            95

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  students, now they're third grade failures. So, we

          3  really need to look at this testing process. It is

          4  discriminatory, it's racist, it's sloppily

          5  administrated, and we should not allow this to

          6  happen in New York City.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9                 Council Member Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         11  very much.

         12                 I want to take a moment to ask my

         13  colleagues for a moment of silence to recognize the

         14  unfortunate killing of the son of Deborah Frazier

         15  Haus who has been at this Council representing the

         16  AIDS fight. Her son Baron was recently murdered, he

         17  was 25 years old. So, I would ask for a moment of

         18  silence just to begin my remarks.

         19                 (Moment of silence observed.)

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         21  very much. The family I'm sure will appreciate the

         22  fact that this Council recognizes them.

         23                 I also want to take a moment to just

         24  remind folks that immigrant voting rights is not a

         25  new idea. It's an idea as old as this nation. It was
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          2  born under the notion of no taxation without

          3  representation and it is as recently been

          4  implemented as the community school board elections.

          5                 And in the 1890s to the 1930s,

          6  immigrant voting, all you had to do is get off the

          7  boat and you could vote. And in other jurisdictions

          8  throughout this country, Maryland, Washington, D.C.,

          9  parts of New England, immigrants have the right to

         10  vote.

         11                 And, so, this idea of returning

         12  voting rights to immigrants is not a new idea, it's

         13  an idea that reflects in the most eloquent way this

         14  democracy's efforts to expand and to include others

         15  in the opportunity to have decisions about what is

         16  happening in this City, and what is happening in

         17  their communities.

         18                 And it is also an idea that to some

         19  extent represents the civil rights movement's

         20  success in terms of removing barriers that prevent

         21  people from being as effective as possible in their

         22  representation in this democracy.

         23                 And, so, I just want to make note of

         24  the fact that, yes, we are looking to return

         25  immigrant voting rights in New York City for
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          2  municipal elections, and I hope that I can get your

          3  support.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         11  Public Advocate.

         12                 I figuratively rise to acknowledge

         13  and recognize and ask also for a moment of silence

         14  in this Council to recognize the passing of Keith

         15  Kyler, who was one of the founders of HousingWorks.

         16  Many of you I'm sure, all of you know, that this was

         17  a very strong activist group dealing with the issue

         18  of housing for people with HIV and AIDS.

         19                 Some of us had questioned sometimes

         20  their approach, but we cannot question his

         21  commitment to the cause for people to have justice

         22  and to have full health care and housing.

         23                 He passed away a week or so ago. Many

         24  of us were at the funeral and I think that the City

         25  is poorer for the lack of that voice in its
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          2  advocacy.

          3                 So, I, too, would ask for a moment of

          4  silence on behalf of Keith Kyler.

          5                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 Brothers and sisters, I would like to

         12  call your attention to a tragedy that happened

         13  Saturday morning, a fire tragedy last Saturday that

         14  took the lives of five, five vibrant people in

         15  Brooklyn, Central Brooklyn, and that's in my

         16  colleague's Yvette Clarke's district.

         17                 Nevertheless, we need to encourage

         18  education on fire safety, fire prevention and I just

         19  would like to call your attention to this item.

         20  These folks, their lives could have been saved, if

         21  only they did not open that door where the fire

         22  begun in the hallway where it was reportedly that it

         23  was started by some vagrant or someone.

         24                 Nevertheless, I would like you to

         25  encourage education, as far as prevention and what
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          2  to do at the first sign of some sort of a fire.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 My colleagues, I just want to bring

          9  to your attention two resolutions that I have on

         10  today's calendar. Resolution 282, Resolution 283.

         11  They're both part of an ongoing effort to give those

         12  returning from incarceration a humane and fair

         13  opportunity to reintegrate into our society.

         14                 Our first resolution calls upon the

         15  New York City Housing Authority to permit former

         16  inmates to reunite with their families in Section 8

         17  housing by establishing less restrictive admissions

         18  and screening policies.

         19                 The federal law has certain minimum

         20  prohibitions, but NYCHA screens for a very broad

         21  range of convictions. As a result, many people

         22  leaving jails for minor crimes cannot return to

         23  their families.

         24                 And then secondly, our next

         25  resolution talks to the State Legislature ensuring
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          2  that people with convictions are not automatically

          3  barred from a wide range of jobs which they may be

          4  qualified, or for which they would not endanger the

          5  public.

          6                 It just makes sense that we allow

          7  people with certain convictions to hold certain

          8  types of jobs.

          9                 Class example is the prohibition of

         10  the sex offender from becoming the teacher, but if

         11  the State law bars ex-offenders from a very large

         12  range of occupations that require licenses, then

         13  this creates a ridiculous situation where a person

         14  can be trained as a barber in a State prison, but

         15  then be prevented from becoming a barber after they

         16  have served their time.

         17                 So, I want you to really give this

         18  some serious consideration. Our communities are

         19  seeing people coming back, and we need to make sure

         20  that we create a humane and fair opportunity for

         21  them to become productive citizens in our

         22  communities.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 First of all, I think it's important

          5  to note and accentuate that we adopted several

          6  important resolutions, with resolution -- today at

          7  this session, with resolution 272 we assured

          8  Holocaust survivors that we will never forget what

          9  they endured, and that our City will always need the

         10  terrible lessons of Ha'Shoah. With resolutions 270

         11  and 271, we once again express our support of and

         12  solidarity with Israel, especially important in this

         13  time of need and crisis; and with Resolution 3A, we

         14  make it clear that we will not go backwards on

         15  progress towards women's rights, including the right

         16  to choose.

         17                 Madam Public Advocate or my

         18  colleagues, I also want to bring to the attention of

         19  all, that this Monday at 10:00, this Council through

         20  its Education Committee will hold an important

         21  hearing on the Dignity in All Schools Act, requiring

         22  the Department of Education to take greater steps to

         23  monitor, to prevent and to respond to cases of

         24  harassment and bullying of students.

         25                 We all know for too many young people
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          2  going to school involves an effort and endurance of

          3  teasing, tormenting and physical abuse. This

          4  legislation will require the Department in all

          5  schools to take this issue seriously.

          6                 I thank the vast majority of my

          7  colleagues who have co-sponsored the legislation. I

          8  ask all who have not yet done so to do so.

          9                 And, finally, if any of you know of

         10  such situations in your districts where young people

         11  or their parents would be willing to come forth and

         12  testify, we would like to avail them of that

         13  opportunity either at the hearing or at a press

         14  conference immediately following the hearing.

         15                 Please let me or my office know.

         16                 I also want to thank the Speaker,

         17  Chair Moskowitz, and my colleague Council Member

         18  Quinn, for your support and leadership on this

         19  important effort to make lives for so many students

         20  not only better but bearable.

         21                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         22  Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.
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          2                 I just wanted to echo the statements

          3  of Chair Jim Gennaro regarding Intro. 328 and Intro.

          4  329, which both relate to pesticide use and the

          5  appropriate reduction of the use of pesticides, and

          6  also notification to neighbors when you are using

          7  them. I think these are very important pieces of

          8  legislation, they're particularly important given

          9  recent students that have been in the paper, studies

         10  which show a connection between City agencies, such

         11  as the Housing Authority, which use a particular

         12  amount of particularly noxious pesticides and really

         13  very high corresponding health problems related to

         14  infants who are born related to families which live

         15  in those buildings.

         16                 So, I would urge my colleagues to

         17  sign on to sponsors of both of those legislations.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 I just want to talk about Intro. 326,

         24  which talks to the streets renaming, when we do a

         25  secondary name we hope that that information, if
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          2  this bill passes, would be up on the Internet so

          3  that future generations and all of us walking our

          4  streets would know who that individual is up on the

          5  sign, and we also hope that if families don't want

          6  that information to be on the net, it would not be.

          7  It would be omitted.

          8                 Number two, I want to mention that I

          9  passed around some upcoming technology hearings. One

         10  in Queens on April 29th, Borough President's six to

         11  eight. We are talking about ways that technology can

         12  help small business.

         13                 That hearing will include Speakers

         14  from cities around the United States with very

         15  innovative programs using technology, broadband,

         16  dark fiber, lighting up or making businesses more

         17  profitable.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         20  nobody else, meeting is adjourned.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 3:25 p.m.)

         22
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