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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Welcome to the

          3  Council's Health Committee. My name is Christine

          4  Quinn, I chair the Council's Health Committee.

          5                 We're here today to vote on two

          6  resolutions and one introduction. And let me start

          7  first with the resolutions.

          8                 The first resolution is Reso 71-A,

          9  which has been drafted and introduced by Council

         10  Member Philip Reed, a member of the Committee.

         11                 It's a piece of legislation we have

         12  had a hearing on a number of months ago. It's a

         13  resolution calling on the New York State Legislature

         14  to adopt A, Assembly Bill 5796-A and Senate Bill

         15  4805, which would legalize the possession and

         16  manufacture, sale, administration, delivery,

         17  dispensing and distribution of marijuana in

         18  connection with medical use for certified patients.

         19                 I want to call on the Resolution's

         20  author to see if he would like to give us any more

         21  information on the resolution before we vote on it.

         22                 I just want to say, for the record,

         23  that the bill is, the resolution is sponsored by a

         24  majority plus of the City Council. I am a sponsor of

         25  it, as are most of the members of the Health
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          2  Committee, and I think it is a very important

          3  resolution, and I hope will add to the chorus of

          4  voices who have been speaking out more recently in

          5  support of medical marijuana, and hopefully be an

          6  additional prod in the side of Albany to move

          7  forward on this legislation because we unfortunately

          8  do not have that power in the City level.

          9                 Council Member Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         11  much, Madam Chair. And this is a day that I think

         12  hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers have waited for

         13  jus as recently as this morning, someone came to me

         14  to thank me on behalf of their spouse, because of

         15  the circumstances of their life, the medical

         16  circumstances, and I think, you know, a lot of

         17  people who are patients are invisible to us. People

         18  suffer in pain often times without our knowledge,

         19  and if this is a contribution to alleviating that

         20  pain and that stress, certainly for the patient, but

         21  I think in many times also for the families that

         22  have to watch people be in pain and suffer, whether

         23  it's degenerative or life-threatening or life-ending

         24  disease.

         25                 So, I am delighted that we have
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          2  finally reached this moment where we are going to

          3  pass this resolution in Council.

          4                 I'm also very happy and honored that

          5  so many of my colleagues from across the aisle,

          6  Republican, Democrats, conservatives, progressives,

          7  from all five boroughs in the City, have wanted to

          8  join into this, particularly after the hearing that

          9  we had, which I think was extremely compelling, the

         10  testimony that we had from medical providers, as

         11  well as patients.

         12                 So, thank you very much, again, for

         13  bringing this to a vote today. I look forward to

         14  this being the final impetus necessary in Albany to

         15  make it law.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you.

         17                 And the second resolution we are

         18  voting on today is Resolution 324, also a resolution

         19  which has a significant number of sponsors in the

         20  City Council. It was introduced by Council Member

         21  Helen Foster and Council Member Annabel Palma, and

         22  it is a very timely resolution. It's a resolution in

         23  support of the very important work that Local 1199

         24  is doing to try to make sure that home health aides

         25  get a fair contract and move to the living wage of
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          2  $10 by 2006. There's been a great deal of publicity

          3  around this issue, and many of the companies who

          4  contract these health aides have settled, and that

          5  is a good thing. But there are a number of companies

          6  who are holding out, not coming to a fair contract,

          7  not willing to commit to move aides to the minimal

          8  amount of $10 an hour by 2006, and I'm proud that

          9  the Council will be passing this resolution to send

         10  a message to those who are holding out that this is

         11  something we will not tolerate in our City.

         12                 And I want to call on one of the

         13  leaders of this resolution who has been an outspoken

         14  advocate in support of these home health aides,

         15  Council Member Annabel Palma.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you,

         17  Madam Chair.

         18                 Coming out of the health care field

         19  and being one of these workers, I know the

         20  importance of paying home health aides a living wage

         21  and health insurance, and that this is not an

         22  economic issue, but a moral issue.

         23                 This is about our City's commitment

         24  to the frailest members of our society, our senior

         25  citizens, and the workers who care for them. And we

                                                            6

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  have a moral obligation to use our taxpayer dollars

          3  to promote dignity for these workers not poverty.

          4                 I want to thank my fellow Council

          5  members, all 37 of whom signed onto this bill, for

          6  recognizing that this issue is a moral issue and for

          7  supporting these workers.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you very

         10  much, Council member.

         11                 The third thing we're going to be

         12  voting on today, you can tell you're moving to the

         13  end of the session when you have three completely

         14  related items all on the agenda together, is Intro.

         15  127-A.

         16                 This is a piece of legislation which

         17  we had a very, I thought, compelling hearing on a

         18  few months ago. It's a piece of legislation, since

         19  that hearing we've been having ongoing negotiations

         20  and discussions with the Administration and also

         21  with advocates for the homeless. And the Counsel to

         22  the Committee is going to take us through in a

         23  minute some of the changes to the bill.

         24                 First, I just want to thank the

         25  staff, Jeremy Hoffman, David Pristin, Chris Winward
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          2  and, most importantly, Gelvina Stevenson and Jackie

          3  Sherman, who have worked very, very hard negotiating

          4  and working on this bill, and if it really wasn't

          5  for Gelvina keeping focus on getting this bill done,

          6  even while the rest of us were all focused on the

          7  budget, we wouldn't be here today passing this bill,

          8  which I think is a very important piece of

          9  legislation, and I really want to really, really

         10  thank Gelvina for all of her hard work in keeping

         11  focus on it without perhaps as much of attention she

         12  should have gotten from the rest of us over the past

         13  couple weeks. So, thank you very much.

         14                 This bill, to remind folks, is a

         15  piece of legislation which will require that the

         16  City track the number of homeless people who died in

         17  this City as a result of being homeless, and report

         18  that information to the Council and the public.

         19                 We right now have no idea how many

         20  people die of exposure of extreme heat who are,

         21  somehow die of something that's happened in a

         22  shelter, we have no idea how many people, lives and

         23  as a result of the fact that they do not have

         24  somewhere to live. And it would always be important

         25  to have this information because once you know what
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          2  the reality of the lives of homeless people are in

          3  the City of New York, we can then better target

          4  services to try to address the reality of their

          5  lives, better target services to try to keep

          6  homeless people alive and make sure that the reality

          7  of the hard times that they've fallen on do not end

          8  up being so tragic that they lose their lives.

          9                 And I think without having this

         10  information, at times we've kind of been stabbing in

         11  the dark at the best way to do homeless services.

         12  And the bill is even more timely than we would have

         13  thought, given Mayor Bloomberg's announcements

         14  yesterday, about making significant changes in our

         15  homeless policy in the City.

         16                 Given that I think it's even more

         17  important that we know and have an accurate picture

         18  of the reality of being homeless in the City and an

         19  accurate picture of the sad fact that sometimes the

         20  result of being homeless is someone dying in this

         21  City.

         22                 Now, getting this information is

         23  maybe a little bit easier than it sounds. Because

         24  there's important issues of confidentiality, there

         25  are the challenges of the Department of Health
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          2  communicating with the Medical Examiner,

          3  communicating with the Police Department,

          4  communicating with the Department of Homeless

          5  Services, communicating with HRA and all the way

          6  down the bureaucratic road there.

          7                 I think we've taken some important

          8  steps in the A version of this bill, we address the

          9  issues that were raised around confidentiality,

         10  those were important ones for the Administration to

         11  raise, certainly since some of our shelters serve

         12  people who are victims of domestic violence, we

         13  wouldn't want to inadvertently do damage to those we

         14  are trying to serve, so we address in full the

         15  confidentiality issues. There was some concern that

         16  the original version of the bill didn't address the

         17  reality of how long it can take for the medical

         18  examiner to come to a cause of death determination,

         19  so we have made accommodations in the bill to give

         20  the Medical Examiner the time he needs, but we will

         21  allow the information to flow to the Council in an

         22  appropriate time frame but then give the Medical

         23  Examiner to send us cause of death information,

         24  after we have received the original data and of

         25  course we will update all the data from the previous
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          2  quarter when we get the new information to the

          3  Council.

          4                 I'm now going to call on Gelvina

          5  Stevenson to take us through some of the other

          6  changes in the A version.

          7                 I again really want to thank Gelvina.

          8  I also want to thank the Administration for

          9  continuing to negotiate with us on this bill, and I

         10  think we have made progress in addressing some of

         11  their concerns, but at the same time never losing

         12  the goal of trying to get a close to real time

         13  information as possible, so we can respond and

         14  change services quickly enough so the situation

         15  whether they be, whether it be weather, whether it

         16  be a shift in philosophy, whether it be a change in

         17  an outreach model, can be modified quickly so the

         18  problem does not persist quarter after quarter after

         19  quarter.

         20                 Let me now call on Gelvina to take us

         21  through any of the changes in the A version of this

         22  bill.

         23                 MS. STEVENSON: The primary changes to

         24  the A version of the bill are as follows:

         25                 The original versions of the bill

                                                            11

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  required monthly reporting. The new version requires

          3  that basic information be provided quarterly with a

          4  three to six-month reporting lag period.

          5                 It also provides that cause of death

          6  information be provided annually and all of the

          7  quarters will be summarized annually.

          8                 The reporting requirements have been

          9  minimized for certain shelters where there are

         10  heightened confidentiality concerns, and the new

         11  version has also given the Department of Health the

         12  discretion to determine the most appropriate

         13  mechanism that should be used to measure homeless

         14  deaths.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you very

         16  much.

         17                 I don't know if any of the Committee

         18  members who I didn't introduce -- we are joined by

         19  Council Member Kendall Stewart of Brooklyn, Council

         20  Member Yvette Clarke of Brooklyn, Council Member

         21  Phil Reed of Manhattan, Council Member Annabel Palma

         22  of the Bronx and Council Member Helen Sears of

         23  Queens, and before we move to a vote, I didn't know

         24  if any of the Committee members had any questions on

         25  either of the resolutions or the introduction. And

                                                            12

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  we will be keeping the vote open on all items for as

          3  long as we possibly can. Obviously, there's been a

          4  bit of confusion in changes of schedules today, so I

          5  want to thank everybody who is here.

          6                 Any questions from any of the

          7  members?

          8                 Great. Let's call the roll.

          9                 We're going to call them all coupled,

         10  so it's just one vote. If you're not voting on all

         11  in the affirmative on all three, please note which

         12  one you're taking a different position on. But I

         13  would just say go ahead with one big yes. It's

         14  easier that way.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes, on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Chair,

         21  may I just be excused to explain my vote?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Of course.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: And first of

         24  all ask that my name be added as a sponsor to both

         25  Resolution 324 and Intro. 127-A, both really
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          2  wonderful pieces of legislation that I think are

          3  extremely meaningful to this City.

          4                 At this time, I want to first of all

          5  just thank Council Member Palma for her yeoman's

          6  work, yeowoman's work with respect to the living

          7  wage. The home health aides make up a very large

          8  part of my constituency and who through a large

          9  extent are unsung heroes within our community and

         10  deserve to work with dignity in this day and age.

         11                 It's a shame that it took sort of

         12  shutting down these City for the type of recognition

         13  that these workers really deserve for the type of

         14  work they do and the type of commitment for the work

         15  that is demonstrated day in and day out, and with

         16  respect to the tracking of homeless persons in this

         17  City it's about time, and it's unfortunate that it

         18  would take a legislative body to have to mandate

         19  this.

         20                 These are human beings in our

         21  society, and unfortunately we've come to a point

         22  where we have categorized our own humanity, and

         23  there's no reason that members of our society should

         24  pass away and that there not be an accurate record

         25  of the life that they live and what caused their
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          2  death, even in their homeless status.

          3                 So, again, I think that these pieces

          4  of legislation are outstanding and want to add my

          5  name to them.

          6                 And then just finally, to Council

          7  Member Reed, who has certainly been a true leader on

          8  this issue of medical marijuana, I was saddened on

          9  that hearing, and certainly all of the testimony we

         10  heard from the medical industry and professionals

         11  about the use of medical marijuana led me to

         12  understand that there are real uses for marijuana in

         13  our society that go beyond the stereotyping that

         14  we've been accustomed to hearing and this will bring

         15  relief to hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers who

         16  suffer today with no medical remedies for the types

         17  of pains and ailments that they're suffering from,

         18  and here we have an opportunity to ease that burden.

         19  So, I say aye on all. Thank you very much, Madam

         20  Chair.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         23  explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I just want to
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          2  really say that I think that it's a hallmark today

          3  in this Committee, and I want to thank Councilman

          4  Reed, and I thank the Chair for all her efforts to

          5  bring forth what to my experience, as running

          6  hospitals, how essential this is. Not only is it a

          7  humane and decent thing to do, but it absolutely

          8  puts forth for families, not just for the patients

          9  themselves, but for the families and friends to

         10  actually have somewhat of a reprieve from the agony

         11  that they are going through in following the

         12  physical challenges that their loved ones have.

         13                 I just think it's wonderful and it's

         14  been a long journey, and certainly it warms my heart

         15  that at last in the City of New York, hopefully,

         16  that we will see this come to fruition.

         17                 For the aides, I have to thank

         18  Councilwoman Palma, because if they are so grossly

         19  underpaid. And to think that we entrust, wherever

         20  they are, in our hospital or at home, that we

         21  entrust family members to our aides, and to think

         22  that we expect them to be so loving and kind, which

         23  they are, and to be so tender in what they do for

         24  them, and at the same time to have so abused them

         25  economically, that it's a disgrace and it's to be
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          2  commended that we're doing this.

          3                 For the homeless, Intro. 127-A, I

          4  thought I was on this and I would ask that I

          5  certainly joined that, because homeless are growing

          6  in the City of New York, as they are, I think in

          7  places around the country. No one, but no one,

          8  should ever leave this planet without having

          9  someone, whether it be a stranger, without that

         10  stranger having the touch and the caring, that their

         11  recognized as a human being, and not a vacuum.

         12                 So, at first I had concerns about it,

         13  but with the modifications it becomes doable, and

         14  with that I thank you for the effort to do that.

         15                 So, I vote aye on all three, and

         16  thank you very much.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you very

         18  much, Council member.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam Chair,

         21  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Only because

         23  you're a doctor, yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Well, with

         25  that in mind, first of all, I would like to thank
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          2  the leadership of Phil Reed for bringing this bill,

          3  that is Intro. 71-A, because it means that we have a

          4  greater armamentarium for doctors to be able to

          5  treat folks with nausea and pain, et cetera,

          6  especially when they're suffering from cancer, et

          7  cetera.

          8                 I am happy that we can do something

          9  for those folks who had no other alternative but to

         10  use these type of drugs. And at that time it was

         11  illegal, now we want to make it legal that they can

         12  use it and use it without fear.

         13                 On the question of the other two

         14  bills, I would like to thank my colleague Palma for

         15  such an insight. Because we had so many of these

         16  folks who were considered invisible and no one was

         17  looking out for their interest in terms of making

         18  sure that they're who were taking care of our

         19  seniors and our sick at home, that no one was really

         20  looking out for them. And today I feel great, I feel

         21  good that we can stand up and say that we support

         22  those folks who are helping us in our homes.

         23                 And last but not least, the other

         24  bill. I think we need to have records of what's

         25  happening so that we can make the difference, we can
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          2  do whatever needed to protect these folks and help

          3  them when they become homeless.

          4                 And with that in mind, I vote aye on

          5  all three. Thank you very much.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

          7  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          8  abstentions, all items are adopted.

          9                 Council members please sign the

         10  Committee reports.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you all very

         13  much.

         14                 Just so folks know, 127-A will not be

         15  voted on at today's Stated. It will be voted on on

         16  Monday's Stated. I'm not sure whether the

         17  resolutions will be on today or Monday. We will let

         18  people know.

         19                 Oh, I'm sorry, 127-A will not be on

         20  Monday, it will be in July's Stated Meeting. It

         21  needs to age eight days. So, keep anticipating that

         22  great vote in July and we'll let you know when the

         23  resos are, and double check on whatever I told you

         24  was correct, Gelvina.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: It doesn't
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          2  matter, we've already done it. It's okay now. I

          3  think it's a good bill.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: It just needs to

          5  age. No, it just needs to get old.

          6                 We're leaving the vote open and we're

          7  adjourned.

          8                 We're just going to have one more

          9  question before we adjourn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I'd like to

         11  be put on as a sponsor to those two that I'm not

         12  listed as a sponsor. 324 and 127. Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: All right, we are

         14  adjourned.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 11:35 a.m.)
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