MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:     A LOCAL LAW to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to corrections of errors by the register’s office or the office of the clerk of the county of Richmond, the mailing of bills and notices to owners of real property by the commissioner of finance, updating references to the city collector, the books of annual record of the assessed valuation of real estate, and other outdated references, and repealing sections 3-311, 11-114, 11-115, 11-116, 11-117, 11-118, 11-119, 11-120 and 11-121 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to the city collector, section 7-617 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to the register, subdivision c of section 11-211 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to the annual record of the assessed valuation of real estate, sections 11-217 and 11-221 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to assessment rolls, sections 11-303, 11-304, 11-305, 11-306, 11-307 and 11-309 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to assessments and assessment rolls, sections 11-425, 11-426 and 11-427 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to installment agreements, and chapter 29 of title 11 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to the tax study commission
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:
This bill updates provisions of the New York City Charter (“Charter”) and New York City Administrative Code (“Administrative Code” or “Code”).

Updates language that describes the assessment rolls

Sections 1 through 4 of this bill amend Charter sections 163, 1510, 1512 and 1514, respectively, to change references to the assessment rolls from “the books of the annual record of the assessed valuation of real estate” to “the tentative assessment roll”. Sections 19 and 21 through 29 make such revisions to Code sections 11-206, 11-210, 11-211, 11-212, 11-213, 11-214, 11-215, 11-217 and 11-219. Section 21 also adds a subdivision d to Code section 11-210, providing that the assessment roll may be in an electronic format. Sections 5 and 6 amend Charter sections 1517 and 1518 to clarify that a reference is to final assessment rolls. Section 2 also amends Charter section 1510 to eliminate an outdated requirement that the Commissioner of Finance advertise the availability of the tentative assessment roll in local newspapers. The Commissioner of Finance will continue to be required to advertise the availability of the tentative assessment roll in the City Record.
Removes Surveyor references

Sections 9 and 16 of this bill amend subdivision c of section 5-317 and 11-202 of the Administrative Code to remove outdated references to a “surveyor” and “surveys” of the Department of Finance.

Updates description of City Register functions

Section 10 of this bill amends Administrative Code section 7-615 to permit the New York City Register and the County Clerk in the County of Richmond to correct errors in the index based on presentation of a legible copy of an original recorded document. Section 11 repeals section 7-617 of the  Code, pertaining to searches. Section 12 amends subdivision f of section 7-625 of the Code to update references to indices, and eliminates subdivision g of that section, relating to miscellaneous instruments. Sections 17, 18, and 20 amend subdivision c of section 11-203, subdivision b of section 11-204, and subdivision b of section 11-207 of the Code, respectively, to eliminate references to section and ward numbers, and to make other related changes.

Replaces City Collector references

References to the City Collector are replaced with references to the Commissioner of Finance in section 7, which amends Charter section 2903, and sections 13, 31, 32, 35 through 37, 39, and 50 through 66 and 68, which amend Administrative Code sections 11-104, 11-237, 11-242, 11-342, 11-405, 11-406, 11-413, 16-131.3, 17-151, 19-124, 19-137, 19-145, 19-152, 19-152.2, 19-152.3, 22-121, 24-317, 24-337, 24-343, 24-512, 24-605, 24-610, 26-517.1,, and section FC 117 of chapter 1 of the New York City Fire Code of chapter 2 of title 29 of the Code.  Sections 8 and 14 repeal sections 3-311, 11-114, 11-115, 11-116, 11-117, 11-118, 11-119, 11-120 and 11-121 of the Administrative Code, which pertain to the City Collector.

Amends outdated assessment and billing provisions

Section 30 repeals section 11-221 of the Administrative Code, which deals with the extension of tax on assessment-rolls or upon assessment-roll cards. Section 33 repeals Code sections 11-303, 11-304, 11-305, 11-306, 11-307 and 11-309, which contain outdated provisions concerning billing of real property taxes.

Repeals outdated installment agreement provisions

Section 42 repeals Administrative Code sections 11-425, 11-426 and 11-427, which provided terms for real property tax installment agreements that were applicable only during periods in the 1970’s.

Corrects typographical errors

Sections 43 through 48 correct typographical or lettering errors in various Administrative Code sections.

In rem judgments

Section 38 amends subdivision c of section 11-412.1 of the Administrative Code to cross-reference section 11-412.2 of the Code, and also amends subdivision h of section 11-412.1 of the Code to change certain references from “deed” to “judgment”.

Repeals outdated reference to Tax Study Commission

Section 49 repeals chapter 29 of title 11 of the Administrative Code pertaining to the Tax Study Commission, which expired in 1989.

Conforms language concerning unpaid sidewalk assessments

Section 55 conforms the language of Administrative Code section 19-152, relating to interest on unpaid sidewalk assessments, to language adopted by Local Law No. 62 of 2005, which amended other property-related charges.
Amends billing and noticing provisions

This bill also amends the Administrative Code to update the provisions concerning real property tax bills and notices sent to owners of real property and other interested parties. Section 15 amends subdivision e of section 11-128 of the Code to state that the Department will send notice of the requirement to pay taxes by electronic funds transfer to the property owner as recorded in the Department of Finance. Section 39 amends subdivision a of section 11-413 of the Code to provide that a basis for withdrawal of a property from final judgment of in rem foreclosure occurs where a name and address of the property owner, or other interested party entitled to notice pursuant to section 11-417, provided by the owner or such other interested party to the Commissioner of Finance in writing or electronically, did not appear on the mailing list used by the Commissioner of Finance in an in rem foreclosure proceeding. Section 37 amends subdivision c of section 11-406 of the Code to state that if the owner did not notify the Commissioner of Finance in writing or electronically of a mailing address for communications from the Commissioner, then such notices shall be mailed to the owner at the address, if any, appearing in the latest assessment roll, and that the list of delinquent taxes will be available at the Department’s borough offices and on its website. Section 40 amends Code section 11-416, which currently provides that real property tax bills and notices are to be mailed to the address provided by a property owner on an owner’s registration card filed with the Commissioner of Finance, to provide that real property tax bills and notices are to be mailed to owners of real property who notified the Department of Finance in writing or electronically of a mailing address for communications from the Commissioner, or, if no mailing address has been so provided, to the owner of record at the address, if any, appearing in the latest assessment roll. Section 41 amends Code section 11-417, which currently provides that notices of foreclosure and other notices are to be mailed to other persons with an interest in real property -- who are not otherwise entitled to notice -- who have filed an in rem card, to provide that the Commissioner of Finance mail notices to other persons with an interest in real property -- who are not otherwise entitled to notice -- if they have notified the Commissioner of their interest and have requested such notices. Section 34 of this bill amends subdivision b of section 11-320 of the Code to reflect amendments to sections 11-416 and 11-417 of the Code. Rather than stating that notice be mailed to parties who registered under sections 11-416 and 11-417, subdivision b of section 11-320 will require that notice be mailed to any party who is entitled to notice under those sections, and if the owner did not notify the Commissioner of Finance in writing or electronically of a mailing address for communications from the Commissioner, then notice will be mailed to the owner of record at the address of the property, if any, that appears in the latest assessment roll. Sections 50 through 53, 55, 58, 59 and 61 through 67 amend sections 16-131.3, 17-151, 19-124, 19-137, 19-152, 22-121, 24-317, 24-343, 24-512, 24-605, 24-610, 26-517.1, , 28-112.9.3 (of the building code) and FC 117 (of the fire code) of the Administrative Code to require that notices of charges imposed on real property by City agencies are to be mailed by the Commissioner of Finance to owners who provided the Commissioner of Finance with a mailing address for communications from the Commissioner of Finance, or if no address was so provided, then to the owner of record at the address of the property, if any, appearing on the assessment roll.
REASONS FOR SUPPORT:
An updating of the New York City Charter and Administrative Code provisions concerning the structure and operations of the New York City Department of Finance is required because the Charter and Code include many provisions that are antiquated and no longer accurately reflect the organization of the Department of Finance. In addition to changing outdated references, these amendments will update Charter and Code provisions to reflect the technology that permits production of the assessment rolls in electronic format, and the fact that the real property index maintained by the City Register is computerized. Additional amendments repeal antiquated Code sections that pertain to real property tax installment agreements available only during stated periods during the 1970’s, and to the Tax Study Commission, which was created in 1986 and expired in 1989. The proposed amendments also provide a more modernized system for receiving and maintaining records of addresses of property owners and others with an interest in property.

This local law would take effect immediately.

Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.

Respectfully submitted,









Patrick A. Wehle
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