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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I'd like to open this meeting in the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

          5                 We have one special item on the

          6  agenda this morning. We have Marjorie Henning

          7  representing Mark Page from OMB to talk about it.

          8                 Members of the Committee, while she's

          9  being seated, members of the Committee that are here

         10  are Council Member Al Vann, Mike McMahon, Melinda

         11  Katz, Christine Quinn.

         12                 We are also joined by members of the

         13  Land Use Committee which is going to meet

         14  immediately thereafter, Joel Rivera, Miguel Martinez

         15  and Simcha Felder.

         16                 Please.

         17                 MS. HENNING: Good morning. Thank you

         18  for the opportunity to testify. My name is Marjorie

         19  Henning, and I am General Counsel in the Office of

         20  Management and Budget. I have been working with Mark

         21  Page on the transition of private bus service to the

         22  MTA.

         23                 On April 22nd, as you know the Mayor

         24  announced an agreement in principle with the four

         25  last private bus companies, and Jamaica Triboro and
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          2  Green. And now we are seeking an extension of their

          3  operating authority until July 31st in order to

          4  permit an orderly transition of service to the MTA.

          5                 And with that, I'm available for any

          6  questions.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Two things. One,

          8  I think I read in the newspapers that we're going to

          9  be leasing the terminals from these companies?

         10                 MS. HENNING: Yes. The City owns the

         11  command depot. The other properties are owned by

         12  affiliates of the bus companies, and the City will

         13  be leasing those properties and then they will be

         14  leased to the MTA for use by the MTA.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: The other

         16  question I have is, when Mark was here, the last

         17  time we did an extender for some of the other bus

         18  companies, I expressed to him that one of the

         19  concerns that we all have is that when the MTA gets

         20  these private bus routes, they're going to look to

         21  cut service, cut routes, especially when there's a

         22  private bus route next to an MTA bus route.

         23                 And I believe I've asked for, I was

         24  given a commitment that, in fact, the Mayor's Office

         25  had gotten a commitment from MTA that that would not
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          2  occur, and I'm still sort of waiting for that

          3  information. So, I would appreciate it if you would

          4  pass it on to me.

          5                 This is of major concern to everybody

          6  that has been serviced by these private bus routes.

          7                 MS. HENNING: Okay. I will talk to

          8  Mark about that.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Any other

         10  questions?

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 MS. HENNING: Okay, thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: With that, I'll

         14  ask Counsel to call the vote on this item. The Chair

         15  recommends approval.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         19  Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         22  Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         25  McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          4  Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          7  Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

         10  six in the affirmative, none in the negative, and no

         11  abstentions, the aforementioned item is approved and

         12  referred to the full Committee.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: That closes this

         14  meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning and

         15  Franchises.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 10:20 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 5th day of May 2005.
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