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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I know it says

          3  that it is 1:10, but don't believe it, it's really

          4  9:00 in the morning. We're going to be dealing with

          5  three items. But before that, I want to thank my

          6  colleagues for their patience and the Land Use staff

          7  and the Speaker's Office have been working

          8  tirelessly to try to work on this issue which is

          9  very, very important to many, many people in the

         10  City. I would also like to thank anybody who has

         11  come from the public, especially those that survived

         12  and are still here. Let me tell you, after this vote

         13  this over, you will be so excited it will be worth

         14  your while. If you believe me, I have a bridge to

         15  sell you.

         16                 Having said that, I just want to set

         17  the parameters of the hearing. This is a hearing.

         18  This is not a rally. You are allowed to clap for me

         19  only and only when I say so. All kidding aside,

         20  there is no cheering, there is no clapping, there is

         21  no booing. You can do all of that outside and as

         22  loud as you want. But in this room, that's not

         23  permitted. And you see the very mean looking

         24  Sergeants at Arms that are throughout the room, they

         25  will take you and throw you out. I'm asking you to
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          2  please listen to what's going on and then take any

          3  reactions to that outside.

          4                 There is one item that is now on our

          5  list that is a motion to file. That is Brooklyn

          6  Community Board 18. It's Land Use No. 49120055,

          7  132SCK, application submitted by the New York City

          8  School Construction Authority pursuant to Section

          9  1732 of the New York State Public Authority's Law

         10  for a proposed school facility known as PSIS

         11  containing approximately 500 seats located at 965

         12  East 107th Street, Brooklyn, Block 8215, Lots 12 and

         13  21. That's a motion to file subject to withdraw.

         14                 The items we will be dealing with

         15  today are three Land Use items. One is Manhattan LU

         16  No. 468, Manhattan Community Board- 8, C050173 PC,

         17  application submitted by the Department of

         18  Sanitation and the Department of Citywide

         19  Administrative Services, pursuant to Section 997- C

         20  of the New York City Charter for sites selection and

         21  acquisition of property located at East 91st on the

         22  East River, block 1587, Lot 27; property adjacent to

         23  Lot 27 and the East River. A part of Block 1587, Lot

         24  1 and portion property over the Franklin D.

         25  Roosevelt Drive for use as a marine transfer
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          2  station. LU No. 469, Brooklyn Community Board 11,

          3  C050175 PSK, application submitted by the Department

          4  of Sanitation pursuant to Section 197C of the New

          5  York City Charter for site selection and property

          6  located at 182 Ft. Shore Parkway, Block 6943 part of

          7  Lot 30 for use as a marine transfer station.

          8                 LU No. 470, Brooklyn Community Board-

          9  7, C050176 PSK application submitted by the

         10  Department of Sanitation pursuant to Section 197C of

         11  the New York City Charter for site selection and

         12  property located 488, Hamilton Avenue, Block 625

         13  part of Lot 2 and part of Lot 250 for use as a

         14  marine transfer station. Do any of my colleagues

         15  have any comments or questions? Council Member

         16  Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Chair. As Chuck looks at me very, very intensely,

         19  I'm going to put into question my member items by

         20  saying that this is the most embarrassment day of

         21  the City Council for me. This is not about Gifford

         22  Miller. This is about our children. And for us to be

         23  sitting here waiting this long while the Speaker has

         24  a press conference about an issue that we're working

         25  on vigorously up here and that you go around
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          2  counting votes on our time and on the people's time,

          3  I resent that. I think that we should have more

          4  respect for this process.

          5                 We should look at the viability of a

          6  plan and have some discussion on it. This plan has

          7  been around for six months now. We heard nothing

          8  from the Speaker for six months and then we wait

          9  until the final hour, people are getting called at

         10  night. The Mayor's folks are calling people all over

         11  the place; the Speaker's people calling. Just give

         12  me a minute, Mr. Chair, I won't take too much of

         13  your time. But I just got to get it out so I can

         14  live a longer life.

         15                 I just find that it is ridiculous.

         16  This plan is not about Mayor Michael Bloomberg. It's

         17  not about Speaker Gifford Miller. They need to go

         18  ahead and have their little mayoral election

         19  somewhere else. This is about the children and

         20  families of our communities. Is it the best plan we

         21  could ever have? No. Does it rise to the occasion

         22  where there is a more equitable distribution of the

         23  responsibility for dealing with trash in our

         24  communities? Yes. We have 19 transfer stations in

         25  Brooklyn; 15 transfer stations in Queens; 15
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          2  transfer stations in the Bronx; six transfer

          3  stations on Long Island; and none in Brooklyn. The

          4  little one that they have; I mean Manhattan. None.

          5  It's time for that to change.

          6                 Now people may say, but you're

          7  putting a transfer stations near densely populated

          8  area. That's where most of them are and our

          9  neighborhoods, Black and Latino people, we had to

         10  live with environmental racism for so many years.

         11  We're just talking about trash today. We have to

         12  live with sewage plants, power plants, brown fields.

         13  We have to live with bus depots. We have to live

         14  with our children having high rates of asthma. I

         15  don't want any child to get asthma.

         16                 I don't want a waste transfer station

         17  or a marine transfer station near any community

         18  where it would harm a single person. But guess what?

         19  That's where it's been in this City. It had no

         20  problems when it was in Black and Latino

         21  neighborhoods. They had no problems. But as soon as

         22  we say, let's be more equitable in distributing

         23  this, all of a sudden we have a major issue

         24  particularly during a mayoral campaign.

         25                 I'm saying that we should support
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          2  this plan. We still have power in this. They tell

          3  everybody if you give up ULURP, then you won't have

          4  no power to negotiate anything. That is not true.

          5  This SWMP, this Solid Waste Management Plan has to

          6  be approved by the City Council and the Mayor

          7  according to State regulations. There is a local law

          8  that says that. So we still have time to make it

          9  better and do more on other issues like recycling

         10  and other things. Those things are still in place

         11  Look at the tonnage. We're talking about 3,500 tons

         12  by this plan and other plans that were whipped

         13  together, three or four pages with some bullets next

         14  it. That's not research. That's a knee jerk reaction

         15  to a plan that you let go down the road without

         16  taking the responsibility of getting to the City

         17  Council and getting to communities and really

         18  getting them involved.

         19                 I'm not following the Mayor. I'm not

         20  following the Speaker. I'm following people like

         21  Eddie Batista (phonetic), and members of the

         22  Environmental Justice Committee that are experts on

         23  this stuff and they sat down and they thought this

         24  thing through. They would never do something in

         25  favor of Mayor Michael Bloomberg or something to
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          2  purposely oppose Gifford Speaker Miller. These are

          3  experts in environmental issues. They stayed on top

          4  of this plan and our Speaker didn't. Now we wait

          5  till the last minute so that something is not built

          6  in a neighborhood where's he getting pressure from

          7  and we've got to sit here and wait till we get

          8  certain votes counted and all of this nonsense.

          9                 I think we should vote this plan up

         10  and improve upon it as the process continues. I

         11  think that's the best way to go for the people of

         12  this City, for our families in this City and

         13  particularly for the children in those communities

         14  who bore the burden of environmental racism for all

         15  these years. Thank you very much.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Councilman

         17  Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I've been in

         19  politics for many years and probably the most

         20  difficult decisions that I have participated in have

         21  been issues of site location and particularly site

         22  location for facilities that create a burden on

         23  various communities. The problems with dealing with

         24  the waste of City of New York has been problems for

         25  all the 30 odd years that I have been in politics
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          2  and they continue. But I've always felt very

          3  strongly that wherever possible we should try and

          4  respect the views of elected representatives with

          5  respect to their districts. One cannot a 100 percent

          6  follow that because sometimes the overwhelming needs

          7  outweigh the particular concerns of a particular

          8  area.

          9                 I'm not saying that we should

         10  universally approve of what a particular member of

         11  the Council or the Legislature or the Congress

         12  believes, but certainly great weight should be

         13  given. Especially when its clear that in the

         14  particular community involved, the representative is

         15  speaking for the community. It's interesting that

         16  Councilman Barron just spoke because he was one of

         17  the few members of this Council that respected my

         18  view when I strongly opposed the siting of a

         19  filtration plant in a park in my district and by the

         20  way, many people objected to that siting

         21  particularly because it is in a low- income area and

         22  particularly affects people of the minority

         23  community.

         24                 You could well argue in that

         25  instance, the City was pursuing environmental racism
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          2  and those arguments have been made, not only in the

          3  debate but in the court as well. That was almost

          4  sort of an instance where other communities were

          5  supposedly benefitted by siting this filtration

          6  plant in my community on one of the communities that

          7  I represent. That shouldn't be. It shouldn't have

          8  that kind of trade offs.

          9                 Now we have a plan that's presented

         10  by the Administration here where fortunately in four

         11  boroughs, that plan is a good plan. We favor that

         12  plan. The representatives of those four boroughs

         13  have no objections to the plan and I have no

         14  objection to those plans in those four boroughs. But

         15  in one borough, a representative of a district

         16  objects and the community objects vehemently. We are

         17  told and I believe that alternatives do exist and

         18  that we should do everything possible to explore

         19  those alternatives. And the Chairman of our Solid

         20  Waste Committee, believes that alternatives exist. I

         21  certainly respect his expertise in this area. So I'm

         22  not prepared at this time to support these ULURP

         23  applications because I think that it's premature. If

         24  it came down to the end and there was absolutely no

         25  alternative or if it was clear that the Bronx, for
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          2  instance, which is a borough I particularly am

          3  concerned with, that the Bronx, for instance, was

          4  going to be the recipient of additional waste

          5  because of the rejection of this site, then perhaps

          6  at that point I would be willing to vote for it. But

          7  I'm not at all convinced of that.

          8                 I'm also not convinced that I fully

          9  understand all elements of the Solid Waste Plan. I

         10  guess it's now called the SWMP Plan which is

         11  particularly not a good name. But in any event, I'm

         12  not convinced of the merits of it and this is part

         13  of a plan that we're not voting on the whole plan.

         14  We're only voting on this part. I think this

         15  application, number one, is premature; number two,

         16  that we should respect the wishes of the community

         17  and the wishes of a member and the Speaker is also a

         18  member. And we should do everything possible to try

         19  and make this plan better because the fact is that I

         20  believe it can be made better. We should not vote

         21  for it merely because it is good for many districts.

         22  It's not good for at least one district and we

         23  should respect that district views unless it's

         24  impossible to provide alternatives. I don't believe

         25  that's so. Therefore, I will vote in opposition to
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          2  these proposals at this time.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you.

          4  Council Member Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Chairman. Around a year, a year and a half ago, this

          7  Committee was asked to vote on several schools that

          8  were to be part of the Department of Education's

          9  five- year capital plan. I was the first Council

         10  Member at that time to question why it was that we

         11  were putting the cart before the horse and why we

         12  were voting on a part of a plan that was to be voted

         13  on. Subsequent to that, some of my colleagues on

         14  this Committee echoed those sentiments. I think even

         15  the Chairman of this Committee questioned the logic

         16  in voting on part of a plan without having voted on

         17  the plan itself. That's what we're doing here today.

         18                 Although, Council Member Barron

         19  corrected himself later on, he kept saying we're

         20  voting on a plan, we're voting on a plan. We're not

         21  voting on a plan today. We're voting on Land Use

         22  components of a Solid Waste Management Plan. I was

         23  one of the few people in this room who was here in

         24  1992 when we voted on the first Solid Waste

         25  Management Plan. Some of us have been in this room
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          2  when we voted on amendments. We've never put the

          3  cart before the horse and voted on Land Use

          4  requirements instead of a plan.

          5                 I do believe institutionally we

          6  should be concerned about seeding power across the

          7  table with the entity with whom we will negotiate. I

          8  have a problem doing that. There are other

          9  components of the Solid Waste Management Plan that

         10  we need to negotiate with this Administration. Why

         11  seed to them leverage when you don't have too? Just

         12  for the record, Council Member Barron pointed out

         13  that the Speaker's Chief of Staff was looking on

         14  intently. I saw some high ranking members of the

         15  Administration also looking on intently. There is a

         16  lot of folks who care about this.

         17                 The Administration says 59th Street

         18  and Pier 76 are not doable. The Council Speaker and

         19  his staff says it is doable. Frankly, I'm not sure.

         20  What I do know is that my home community suffered

         21  the worst environmental and health atrocity this

         22  City has ever seen and we absorbed the City's waste

         23  for 50 years. You talk about swamp? Fresh Kills was

         24  a swamp. We call them wet lands today. But it was a

         25  swamp. And a lot of these environmentalists that are
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          2  in the room today, I don't remember seeing them when

          3  Fresh Kills was a sole receptacle. You want to talk

          4  about environmental racism? I don't know how many of

          5  the Black folks who lived around Fresh Kills were

          6  victims of environmental racism.

          7                 My point is this, you are seeding

          8  away power when you don't have too. Let me just say

          9  this. In March of 2002, I was sitting in this exact

         10  seat when I dare say many of my new colleagues were

         11  trying to find their way around this building.

         12  Council Member McMahon was the Chairman of a new

         13  Committee. He had Commissioner Daugherty testify

         14  before him and Commissioner Daugherty gave testimony

         15  that I took as a retrenchment from the concept of

         16  borough base. If you folks remember that, you will

         17  remember that it was a very, very, very heated

         18  Committee. I had a very heated conversation with

         19  Commissioner Daugherty. There is no one in this

         20  Council who is more concerned about borough base

         21  than me. And make no mistake about it, Manhattan is

         22  going to have to pull its share.

         23                 I'm not sure if 91st Street is the

         24  best location. It may be the only location. But we

         25  don't have to make that decision right now. I just
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          2  ask the Council and my colleagues, don't give away

          3  power when you don't have too. Let's negotiate a

          4  Solid Waste Management Plan that is good for all

          5  parts of the City that includes borough based and

          6  every borough lives up to its responsibility.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Council Member

          8  Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'll be

         10  brief. I just want to step back a moment to comments

         11  that were made earlier about preferential treatment

         12  to members in whose district projects are involved.

         13  I've joined my colleagues in trying to reflect that

         14  approach when I've decisions on this Committee on

         15  other matters. I have found in some instances that

         16  is not reciprocal. In fact, what I'm told as Oliver

         17  Koppell I will remind him that it's a Citywide issue

         18  and it is that what's most important. I think that

         19  we're going to have to be consistent. If you're

         20  going give preferential treatment to members in turn

         21  what is going to happen in their district, then it

         22  is not enough preach it, you have to actually do it

         23  and vote it.

         24                 I know in my case and other people's

         25  cases that does not happen. I just want to make sure
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          2  that we're not talking exposing an approach that is

          3  in arbitration of the status quo. We've been doing

          4  this to each other time and time again when we have

          5  found it to be expedient and when we have determined

          6  it was for the sake of some higher Citywide

          7  interest. I believe that we should do that when it's

          8  necessary in the case of some higher interest. My

          9  position with respect to this is based on that.

         10                 It's based on the realization that

         11  many of those in the environmental justice

         12  community, those who have on whose legs all of us

         13  have stood to understand these issues which are very

         14  complex issues and affect all of us at one time or

         15  another; have for months and months and months been

         16  advocating that this is the best plan. And have been

         17  looking for opportunities to discuss with the

         18  Administration, with the leadership, with whoever,

         19  membership, whoever, differences, concerns about why

         20  this is not the best plan and we're actually open to

         21  the possibilities of some alternative. Nothing was

         22  ever offered to those who have come to me.

         23                 No one has said this as the perfect

         24  plan or the beginning and the end of fairness in

         25  terms of this issue. But nevertheless, this is
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          2  what's before us and it is one that is at this point

          3  the fairest proposal that has been presented to us

          4  in every respect whatsoever. And especially in terms

          5  of sharing the burden of the Solid Waste Management

          6  and we have to as a Council bite the bullet and move

          7  forward and make sure that what comes next is even

          8  better. I just want to make sure that it's clear

          9  that we cannot expose this preferential treatment

         10  for members and then act another way when specific

         11  projects come up that one wants to vote against.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Council Member

         14  Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Chair. I want to echo the statements of all my

         17  previous colleagues that have spoke before. Clearly,

         18  Council Member Perkins is right about how members

         19  are treated on certain issues. I think Council

         20  Member Oddo is right about the Council maintaining

         21  its ability to have real negotiation power in this

         22  piece. I think Council Member Barron is clearly

         23  right and historically right on the fact that

         24  environmental injustice has been happening in

         25  communities of color. But what it comes down to for

                                                            18

          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  me is the ability for real negotiation to happen.

          3  That hasn't happen for the last two years; for the

          4  last four years, I would submit. Sanitation is not

          5  one of the committees that I sit on, but it's a

          6  Committee that I have been at every meeting

          7  practically because this issue is critical to my

          8  community.

          9                 It's an issue that I promised my

         10  community that I would try to work on and put my

         11  primary focus on to ensure that it would happen.

         12  There has been no real negotiation over the past

         13  four years to get to a certain point because of

         14  publicizing by both sides. I would blame both sides

         15  that we're at the stage that we're in today. I'm not

         16  happy with either side as to where we've been on

         17  this negotiation. The fact that this has been

         18  publicized and the fact that whatever happens today,

         19  in reality, there will be no negotiation for another

         20  year. That's the reality that I have to be faced

         21  with that at the end of the day, we are moving no

         22  where.

         23                 We vote this up or vote this down

         24  today; at the end of the day we will have no real

         25  negotiation for another year because the sides have
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          2  publicized this issue. They've turned this issue

          3  away from what it should be. It was to ensure that

          4  we have a plan that deals with this entire City and

          5  helps this entire City. A plan that will deal with

          6  the fact that we need to reduce truck traffic which

          7  is tearing up streets in my district because of the

          8  heavy truck traffic that runs through my district.

          9  Because we have right now particle pollution rate

         10  levels in my district that were rated F by the

         11  American Lung Association, the Cancer Association.

         12  We have the highest asthma levels in my district.

         13  Right now, I have two 24 hour waste transfer

         14  stations that are located less than 500 feet from a

         15  park in my district that people utilize on a 24 hour

         16  basis, on a seven day a week basis, that I'm

         17  actually doing a program in there to try to teach

         18  people how to be healthy.

         19                 How do we get to a solution at this

         20  point in time? We don't. Not today. Because we don't

         21  have the willingness on both sides to negotiate this

         22  thing in a fair and equitable manner. We don't have

         23  a real debate that is being given an opportunity to

         24  do this. We called to and I've said publicly that I

         25  wanted this study done and that we wanted to have an
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          2  opportunity to bring in advocates and make sure that

          3  we had some real discussion on this; that hasn't

          4  happened. To give up our only opportunity to debate

          5  when politics are being done, when we give up our

          6  only leverage when people are trying to play mayoral

          7  politics because that is really what this comes down

          8  too; instead of having a real debate on whether or

          9  not we have borough equity.

         10                 I have to tell you, I believe that

         11  Manhattan has to do its fair share. The Mayor's

         12  Office hasn't done its fair share or made a real

         13  plan as far as Manhattan is concerned. This is a

         14  vote that either way nothing gets resolved today. A

         15  yes vote by the Council on this plan does nothing

         16  but, in my opinion, back up negotiations until next

         17  year. A no vote forces the ULURP's and backs up

         18  negotiation until next year. It makes it very

         19  difficult to get to a solution in this stage because

         20  we don't have fairness in negotiation. We don't have

         21  honesty in negotiation.

         22                 We have people that are being

         23  parochial behind closed doors and expecting us to

         24  clean up the mess. And unfortunately, the reality is

         25  that it can't get cleaned up until we have some
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          2  people that are really serious about negotiating all

          3  sides on this. But at the end of the day, I made a

          4  promise to my community that I would do whatever I

          5  had to do to get a real plan that decided equity and

          6  fairness that really gave the City a real

          7  opportunity to deal with the challenges of being

          8  overly dependent on one State to take most of our

          9  garbage. That we would have an opportunity as a City

         10  to have choices. That we would use new technology

         11  and that we would embrace the opportunity to work

         12  with new technology to ensure that we have a Solid

         13  Waste Management Program that works. None of that

         14  has been done today by either side.

         15                 That leaves me to what  gives us the

         16  best leverage for negotiation at the end of the day?

         17  What gives us the most power as a body and as a

         18  Council for real negotiation at the end of the day?

         19  What gives us an opportunity to keep our foot in the

         20  door and not get over politicized at the end of the

         21  day to get to a plan since either a yes vote or a no

         22  vote will totally make sure that what happens from

         23  here on out gets politicized one way or the other.

         24                 I've been wracking with this. I've

         25  been talking with all sides. Clearly, it's been one
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          2  of the things that has been critical in my stay and

          3  in my term here in government and I can tell you

          4  it's been my biggest level of frustration that we

          5  haven't been able to bring sides to an accord on

          6  this issue because this issue is critical to our

          7  entire City whether people realize it today or not.

          8  If we allow Sanitation to continue siting, they're

          9  going to go to locations where there is available

         10  land and that's primarily minority districts. While

         11  it may not be your district today, it could be your

         12  district tomorrow. If we allow this plan to move

         13  forward and it's not complete and we get into a

         14  situation where it's over publicized, then we don't

         15  have any real opportunity to make any changes on

         16  this plan. We're getting uneven promises from both

         17  sides.

         18                 My level of frustration on this has

         19  been wide and deep because at the end of the day, I

         20  don't think that there will be an honest discussion

         21  in the next nine months to make a decision. At this

         22  point, I have an unreadiness to vote. But I have a

         23  job to do and that's to deliver the best thing for

         24  my community. In order for me to deliver the best

         25  thing for my community at this stage in time, I'm
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          2  going to have to vote yes on the ULURPs.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I'm going to ask

          4  all our colleagues who are not members of the

          5  Committee to please limit their remarks because

          6  we've been here since 9:00 in the morning. But to

          7  limit their remarks and although I am enjoying the

          8  spot light, I have never had I think more than ten

          9  or 15 people at one of my Committee meetings. I

         10  still do not want to keep anyone here longer than we

         11  have too. I'd appreciate anyone who wants to speak

         12  is fine, but if you can limit your remarks, I

         13  appreciate that. Having said that, Council Member

         14  McMahon. You said you wanted to speak? Council

         15  Member Joel Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         17  much, Chairman Felder. This is an issue that we have

         18  to be very mindful of. The decision we make here

         19  today will determine how we handle our garbage in

         20  the City of New York for the next ten years. So we

         21  have to be very, very mindful of that. As Council

         22  Member Barron stated earlier, we have 19 facilities

         23  in Brooklyn. We have 15 facilities in Queens and we

         24  have 15 facilities in the Bronx that has the highest

         25  rate of asthma. We have to take into consideration
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          2  that day in and day out trucks come into our

          3  communities and the exhaust coming out is what

          4  contributes to the asthma and the respiratory

          5  illnesses that's affecting our communities day in

          6  and day out.

          7                 We have something being put before us

          8  by the Administration that may not be perfect. I

          9  don't think any piece of legislation we've ever had

         10  as ever been perfect. But this is the best thing so

         11  far that shows me that we're going to take away real

         12  tonnage out of the Bronx. This is a real plan that

         13  shows me that the members in the Brooklyn, their

         14  children and their residents are going to be

         15  protected from asthma and from extra commercial

         16  waste going into their neighborhoods.

         17                 We're talking about boroughs self-

         18  sufficiency, not about borough equity. If it was

         19  borough equity, there were would be a lot more

         20  transfer stations being on the table within other

         21  communities. We're not here talking about that.

         22  We're here to say that, listen, we have a

         23  responsibility to each and every single one of our

         24  districts. We have a responsibility to show and to

         25  talk about honesty and truth. To my one of
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          2  colleagues that mentioned that if 91st Street does

          3  not happen, then it may not go to the Bronx, the IBO

          4  states clearly in its letter that if 91st Street

          5  does not happen, the alternatives are Julius Street

          6  in the Bronx and Brooklyn. What that means that if

          7  we don't go forward with these ULURPs today, you can

          8  rest assured that your no vote on these ULURPs will

          9  guarantee more trucks coming into our communities

         10  and communities of color and low- income

         11  communities.

         12                 I cannot in good conscience, there is

         13  an old adage and an poem that is titled the Man in

         14  the Mirror. I will not be able to look myself in the

         15  mirror every single morning knowing if I voted no on

         16  this, I would not be able to look myself in the

         17  mirror and clearly say that I am real leader. A real

         18  leader makes tough decisions. None of us wants to go

         19  against one of our colleagues. None of us wants to

         20  go against the Speaker. This is not about the

         21  Speaker. This is not about the Mayor. It's not about

         22  any of us. It is about the future of how we handle

         23  waste management in our City and that's why I am

         24  here as part of the Bronx Delegation, as part of

         25  leadership saying that we must vote aye on these
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          2  ULURP's. Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you.

          4  Councilman McMahon.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MCMAHON: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Chairman. I think it was Fiorello LaGuardia who

          7  said that there is no democratic or republican way

          8  to pick up garbage in the City. I dare say that I

          9  feel compelled to say this afternoon that there is

         10  no white way or black way or Hispanic way.

         11  Unfortunately, this discussion has become a

         12  discussion of racial division. My colleagues, you

         13  know that for the last three and a half years, I

         14  have spent more time on the issue of Solid Waste

         15  Management than anyone else in the New York City

         16  Council.

         17                 Unfortunately, today you have been

         18  fooled by an argument in this Committee that allows

         19  you to believe that we would approve a plan that

         20  would not be fair and just to all New Yorkers. I say

         21  to you and I urge you to examine your hearts. Years

         22  of environmental injustice do not justify

         23  environment revenge. You cannot say to me that it is

         24  a good plan that you vote for today when you vote

         25  for no plan. You simply are voting on three ULURP
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          2  applications that are not part of any plan. If this

          3  Administration was serious about providing you with

          4  a plan, they would have said, let's have a plan and

          5  then do the ULURPs. That's an orderly way of doing

          6  business, yet you seem to be blinded by the fact

          7  that you think that on East 91st Street, the only

          8  residential neighborhood that will receive a site

          9  through these votes or any other action because the

         10  people there are perceived to be of a fairer skin

         11  color or richer that we should do this vote.

         12                 Let me say this. In the vicinity

         13  where this facility is located, there is also a New

         14  York City housing authority development. Those

         15  people are not rich. That's a community of color.

         16  What you say with this vote because you are

         17  unwilling to look at the details; unwilling to roll

         18  up your sleeve and attend the hearings that we've

         19  held six in this Council and one in each borough.

         20  Since you've been unwilling to do that, you are now

         21  engaging and embracing inflammatory inaccurate

         22  statements. You know what will happen with this

         23  plan, my colleagues? The same thing that happened to

         24  the last two plans. They will be adopted and sit on

         25  a shelf in someone's office and in the meantime, the
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          2  environmental injustice that currently exists in the

          3  Queens and the Bronx, even in Staten Island and

          4  Brooklyn, will continue to occur.

          5                 You want to talk about environmental

          6  injustice? Talk to a man from Staten Island who

          7  spent whose whole life knowing what it's like to

          8  live in a borough that was victimized by

          9  environmental injustice. Talk to a person who

         10  witness garbage dumped at sea. Talk to a person who

         11  witnessed the Mo-Bro (phonetic). All of those

         12  occurred because of a 100 years of failure to

         13  embrace a real plan for New York City. And by

         14  allowing the Administration to put the cart before

         15  the horse; by allowing the Administration to

         16  convince you to buy a pig in the polk, you are now

         17  casting votes that doom any type of relief to the

         18  communities that you seek to help to continued

         19  failure. I urge you my colleagues to consider this

         20  fact. When has this Administration ever come to you

         21  and talked to you about doing something? It is only

         22  when you have had the votes for Land Use. It is only

         23  when you had that singular power as a City Council.

         24  If you give that up now, you will give up any input

         25  you will have in this plan. Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Last speaker,

          3  Council Member Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Chair. I really didn't intend to speak because I

          6  don't sit on this Committee. But since Councilman

          7  McMahon who also doesn't sit on this Committee asked

          8  to speak, I figure I would give a rebuttal to his

          9  comments. I think that's only fair.

         10                 I'm proud of the fact that there is

         11  only three applications on today's agenda. And why

         12  is that? Because the fourth application is in my

         13  district and my community. The College Point

         14  Community, the Community Board all voted to support

         15  this plan and that application and that site

         16  application. They decided to do the right thing, not

         17  only for Queens, but for the entire City. Why?

         18  Because it's the right thing to do. Every

         19  environmental group in this City is behind this

         20  plan. Is it the best plan? Of course, not. Could it

         21  better? Absolutely.

         22                 I dispute the argument that if we

         23  vote for these other three applications, somehow all

         24  negotiations with the Administration is going to

         25  stop. I really don't find any logic in this. We all
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          2  live in this City together. Dealing with the

          3  sanitation issue is one of the most single most

          4  important things we're going to have to deal with.

          5  This Council can either have its most shining moment

          6  today in supporting this plan and these sites or it

          7  could have its worse moment in going down to

          8  political expediency and for the political ambitions

          9  of a particular individual voting these sites down.

         10  This is the wrong thing to do.

         11                 If in fact, if in fact, there were

         12  some serious issues with this plan and these sites,

         13  why did we not have this discussion six months ago.

         14  Why is this coming up at the 11th hour, 59th minute?

         15  Nothing that has been said deters my mind on this

         16  issue. I'm proud of the fact that my community voted

         17  for the one in Queens and College Point and I did

         18  not call it for that reason. We took our fair share

         19  and I urge my colleagues to vote the rest of the

         20  plan as well. Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you very

         22  much. We're going to take a vote now and before the

         23  vote, I just wanted to mention unrelated to the

         24  discussions that have had and I know that Councilman

         25  Barron said it's a sad day, but in a certain way I
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          2  think it is one of the most wonderful days in the

          3  City Council since I have been here anyway. It's

          4  wonderful to see dissention in the house and it's

          5  wonderful to see my colleagues and myself agreeing

          6  or disagreeing and trying to do the right thing;

          7  doing some soul searching; spending a lot of time on

          8  the issue and whether you vote yes or no, I love the

          9  passionate disagreement. The insults are even more

         10  interesting. But it's really wonderful because when

         11  we came into office, we talked about fresh democracy

         12  Council. Some of my colleagues will remember, that's

         13  what we were talking about. The ability to take

         14  issues that we feel strongly about and debate them

         15  openly and either vote for or against them. I just

         16  say this is the beginning of a good day to come. I

         17  hope that there are more fights from now on, more

         18  discussion, more debates on serious issues like

         19  this.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I disagree.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: On serious issues

         22  like this. That's how it should be. You aren't asked

         23  to speak.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I disagree with

         25  that too.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I don't like

          3  dissention with the Chair. I like dissention

          4  everywhere else. I just wanted to thank the Speaker

          5  and thank all my colleagues for allowing, for being

          6  a part of this. This is just wonderful. I hope we

          7  have a lot more of it, if it's appropriate. I'd like

          8  to call a vote. I recommend a yes vote.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Chair Felder.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         12  Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

         16  excused to explain my vote, Mr. Chair?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I'd prefer not,

         18  but if you can do whatever you want.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         20  much. I just wanted to say I never flip flop on an

         21  issue in my life, but I want to change on the

         22  sadness of the day because of your eloquence and

         23  determining the mood. I just want to concede that

         24  you made more sense than me on the mood of the day.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I appreciate
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          2  that. You can speak longer if you want.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Just to

          4  Council Member Oddo, that some of the members right

          5  up in the balcony there did support the closing of

          6  Fresh Kills. They're right there up in the balcony

          7  where some of your strongest supporters on Staten

          8  Island to call for the closing of the Fresh Kills

          9  Landfill. I just wanted to vote yes and just to

         10  explain that and give my comment.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         14  explain my vote? Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I didn't say yes.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I was

         17  expecting a yes.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: All right. How

         19  much time should we give him?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just want to

         21  reemphasize my point that I'm truly unhappy with

         22  both sides on this. Not withstanding the efforts of

         23  Council Member McMahon which have been heroic

         24  because he's been the lone voice that has been

         25  consistent in trying to do this. I'm clearly
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          2  dissatisfied with the actions on all ends. That's

          3  actually including the advocates. We are not at a

          4  plan that is complete. We are not at a plan that

          5  deals with all the major issues. We are not a plan

          6  that resolves the problems in my community. We are

          7  not a plan that resolves the issues in a minority

          8  community. We're just not there. For us to say that

          9  today is some kind of victory one way or the other

         10  without making a major commitment to do the work, to

         11  do what's necessary to have a real plan, today is

         12  not the end. Today is just the beginning. Today is

         13  just the beginning.

         14                 We don't have a plan that promises

         15  reduction for privates. We don't have a plan that

         16  reduces the rate of heavy truck traffic through

         17  minority communities. My son has developed asthma.

         18  My community has the biggest asthma rates in the

         19  borough. We are not done yet. Again, I would submit

         20  that -- did they time me? Again, I would submit that

         21  we have miles to go and unfortunately because of

         22  what's going on around here, we're not getting any

         23  real conversation. I would request the advocates

         24  make a stronger effort to push the Mayor's office to

         25  a real plan. I would request that this entire City
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          2  get involved in this because this is to me a primary

          3  issue that affects the City.

          4                 I would request that each 91st people

          5  that I know are going to litigate this to death

          6  involve themselves in the entire plan for New York

          7  City and not just be a myopic in their own concerns.

          8  We have a long ways to go here. What I've tried to

          9  get this done in among myself with my colleagues for

         10  many years and we're at this frustrated point today.

         11  I'm truly unhappy, but I made a promise and a

         12  commitment to my community and unfortunately while I

         13  understand Council Member McMahon's and Oddo's point

         14  about not giving up the Land Use antimony on this

         15  issue, at the end of the day we have to force

         16  ourselves to work a little harder and on the Council

         17  side. We have to force the City to work a little

         18  harder. We can't deal with hallow promises anymore

         19  because minority communities are suffering.

         20                 This entire City is under a forced

         21  entity which will only force us to be overly

         22  dependent on people that we should not be dependent

         23  on. We should be self- sufficient. We should be a

         24  City that can manage our own waste without being

         25  dependent on anyone. I plead with the advocates. I
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          2  plead with our side that we need to get focused on

          3  this issue. This should be the primary issue before

          4  this City, before this City Council and in order to

          5  do that, I'm voting yes today. Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          7  Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: No.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: May I be

         11  excused to explain my vote?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you. I

         14  want to be associated with the comments of all my

         15  colleagues, those who sit in the Committee and those

         16  who don't, I think they raise interesting points. I

         17  am voting in the affirmative for two of the Land Use

         18  call ups today on the agenda and no on LU 470

         19  because we still fail to address the issue of

         20  commercial waste. I think that the Administration

         21  needs to make a commitment to address this issue and

         22  we need to sit around the table and come up with a

         23  real solution and a real plan to address this issue.

         24  And until the Administration can give me a

         25  commitment on addressing the commercial waste that
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          2  continues to destroy my district and the districts

          3  of my colleagues, I cannot support LU 470. But I'm

          4  voting in the affirmative for LU No. 468 and LU No.

          5  469. Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

          8  temporary excused to explain my vote? Yes, I have a

          9  waffle ball bat. Let me just say, Mr. Chairman, in

         10  response to my good friend, Charles Barron. Charles,

         11  if I counted up how many people approach me after my

         12  last election and told me they voted for me, 642,000

         13  people voted me. It's the old saying that Borough

         14  President Jim Molinaro (phonetic) says success has

         15  many fathers in failures and often. If those folks

         16  supported closing Fresh Kills, I'll take you at your

         17  word.

         18                 In 1992, my predecessor and my

         19  mentor, John Fusco sat in these chambers and said

         20  that the first Solid Waste Management Plan amounted

         21  to dumping in Staten Island and burning in Brooklyn.

         22  He voted against it. I was a staff member. I lived

         23  through that. I say to Council Member Avella, unless

         24  you've gone through one of these negotiations,

         25  please don't pooh pooh the ability that the leverage

                                                            38

          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  the Council has in institution. You want when you

          3  sit down and I'm not sure if Council Member McMahon

          4  would attest to this better than I can, I'm not sure

          5  if these negotiations will be as contentious as they

          6  were in 1992. But when you're fighting to protect

          7  your community, all of our communities, you want

          8  every tool in the toolbox and to give something away

          9  unnecessarily or prematurely, I think is a mistake.

         10  That's why I'm voting no.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at six

         12  in the affirmative and two in the negative.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: That's not

         14  correct. Five and two.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: I'm sorry. Correction.

         16  Five in the affirmative, two in the negative and for

         17  the exception of LU 491, the vote is four in the

         18  affirmative -- I'm sorry, 471, the vote is six in

         19  the affirmative and two -- I'm sorry, 470.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: No. Starting from

         21  scratch. Go ahead. It's because of me.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 470 is four in the

         23  affirmative and none in the negative and one

         24  abstention.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: 470 is not
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          2  correct.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: With the exception of

          4  LU 470, it is four in the affirmative, three in the

          5  negative and it refers to the full Land Use

          6  Committee.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 2:00 p.m.)
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