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          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Opening up item

          3  LU No. 357, Council Member Foster. Is there anyone

          4  to speak on the item? Closing this particular item.

          5                 Opening up item LU No. 421, Council

          6  Member Dilan. Anyone to speak on the item? Closing

          7  this particular item.

          8                 LU No. 422 is laid over for the time.

          9  Anyone to speak on the item? Closing this particular

         10  item.

         11                 Opening up item LU 340, Council

         12  Member Barron and Council Member Vann. Anyone to

         13  speak on the item? Closing the particular item.

         14                 Opening up item LU 404, Council

         15  Member Dilan. Anyone to speak on the item? Closing

         16  the particular item.

         17                 Opening up item LU 405, also

         18  Councilman Dilan. Anyone to speak on the item?

         19  Closing the particular item.

         20                 Opening up item 418, Council Member

         21  Perkins. Anyone to speak on the item? Closing this

         22  particular item.

         23                 At this time I'm going to open up LU

         24  404, in which we have a modification where I'm going

         25  to ask Carol Clarke to come up and speak on the
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          2  item.

          3                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARKE: Hello,

          4  Council members. As you know, I'm from HPD. I'm

          5  Carol Clarke. I'm the Assistant Commissioner for

          6  Local Legislative Affairs.

          7                 The item before you is a DCAS

          8  application for 18 properties. We took a look at

          9  those 18 properties and four of them are suitable

         10  for development as housing, and indeed we've talked

         11  with DCAS and removed those four from the list and

         12  in fact we're going to go forward with housing in

         13  those properties.

         14                 Do you have any questions?

         15                 I believe they're in Council Member

         16  Dilan's district.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Yes, Council

         18  Member Boyland, Dilan and Barron.

         19                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARKE: But

         20  the four specific properties are located in Council

         21  Member Dilan's district.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Any questions,

         23  Council Members?

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER CLARKE: You're
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          2  welcome.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Okay, I'm going

          4  to call on Mr. Nash; Burbridge; and Pierre, to speak

          5  on item 403.

          6                 Okay, you each have two minutes. Turn

          7  on the mic and please identify yourselves.

          8                 MR. NASH: My name is Walter Nash,

          9  from 327 Concord Avenue in the Bronx. I am hereby

         10  testifying against the Department of Citywide

         11  Administrative Services for the Disposition of 2285,

         12  2281 and 2279 Pacific Street, Block 1435, Lot 72,

         13  74, 75, 76.

         14                 Also against the disposition of 2231,

         15  2225 Beane Street, Block 1442, Lot 61 and 63. These

         16  lots are 40 by 107 and 25 by 107. And the previous

         17  ones which was 2285, these slots are 16 by 100 and

         18  are residentially zoned.

         19                 An estimate 20 units can be built for

         20  low-income housing. There is an affordable housing

         21  crisis in New York City, especially for working

         22  families that earn less than a New York City median

         23  income of 38,870.

         24                 This land should be turned over to

         25  the HPD for this purpose.
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          2                 Once the City sells land at auction,

          3  it loses this opportunity to build affordable

          4  housing and either the land will continue to be a

          5  vacant lot, or will be developed for market rate

          6  housing that people in the neighborhood cannot

          7  afford.

          8                 We urge the Council to reject this

          9  land use item.

         10                 MS. PIERRE: Hi. I'm Marie Pierre from

         11  ACORN and I'm also here to testify against the

         12  Department of Citywide Administration Services.

         13  Disposition of 791 Saratoga Avenue, Block 3583, Lot

         14  27.

         15                 And also disposition of 84 through

         16  92, Mother Gaskin Boulevard (phonetic), Block 1542,

         17  Lot 33, 34, 35, 36 and 37.

         18                 In the case of the second set which

         19  is on Mother Gaskin, four of these lots are 25 by

         20  80. The others, including those in Saratoga Avenue,

         21  are 20 by 100.

         22                 An estimated 35 units all together

         23  can be built for low-income housing.

         24                 There is an affordable housing crisis

         25  in New York City, especially for working families
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          2  that earn less than the New York City-wide median

          3  income of $38,870. The land should be turned over to

          4  HPD for this purpose. Once the City sells land at

          5  auction, it loses its opportunity to build

          6  affordable housing, and either the land will

          7  continue to lie vacant or will be developed for

          8  market rate housing that people in the neighborhood

          9  cannot afford.

         10                 We urge the Council to reject this

         11  land use item.

         12                 MS. BURBRIDGE: Hi. My name is Deartra

         13  Burbridge. I'm an ACORN member. I am here to testify

         14  against the Department of Citywide Administrative

         15  Services, disposition of 1832 Sterling Place, Block

         16  1471, Lot 31.  This lot is 34 by 76 and is

         17  residentially zoned.

         18                 An estimated 15 units can be built

         19  for low-income housing. It is an affordable housing

         20  crisis in New York City, especially for working

         21  families that earn less than the New York City

         22  median income of $38,870.

         23                 The land should be turned over to HPD

         24  for this purpose.

         25                 I am also here to testify against
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          2  1680 St. John's Place, Block 1473, Lot 14. This lot

          3  is 50 by 120 and is residentially zoned. An

          4  estimated 20 units can be built for low-income

          5  housing.

          6                 There is an affordable housing crisis

          7  in New York City, especially for working families

          8  that earn less than the New York City median income

          9  of $38,870.

         10                 The land should be turned over to HPD

         11  for this purpose.

         12                 MR. BAYLOR: I just want to tie up the

         13  testimony because there has been some modifications

         14  to the earlier proposes.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Could you just

         16  identify yourself for the record? Because you didn't

         17  identify yourself.

         18                 MR. BAYLOR: Don Baylor from ACORN. I

         19  just wanted to acknowledge what the HPD Commissioner

         20  said about some properties being turned over to HPD.

         21  We definitely applaud HPD for that effort and the

         22  Council Members that worked to make that happen. And

         23  we will continue this dialogue about building

         24  affordable housing on residential vacant land.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you.

          3                 Anyone else to speak on the item?

          4  Closing the particular item, LU 403, with

          5  modification made, by Council Member Barron, that

          6  791 Saratoga Avenue, Block 3583, Lot 27 has been

          7  deleted from this particular item at this time.

          8                 Okay, I recommend a vote aye on

          9  everything. Can we call the roll.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         19  the affirmative, none in the negative and no

         20  abstentions, the items are adopted.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: I just need to

         22  open up one other item. Item 367, Council Member

         23  Lopez.

         24                 I recommend an aye vote on this

         25  particular item.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Oh, she's here.

         11                 Council Member Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Mr. Chair, I

         13  just want to thank you for the opportunity that you

         14  are giving me to address the public here today, and

         15  to address the public and the Council in regard to

         16  this particular project.

         17                 I want to make categorically clear

         18  that I am in support of this project and I think

         19  that it's very important that this City Council, and

         20  the Mayor congratulate themselves for trying very

         21  hard to provide affordable housing to New Yorkers.

         22                 This is one of those projects. In a

         23  combination of effort between the Mayor and my

         24  office, I have to say that I had the pleasure to

         25  work very close with HPD on this particular issue,
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          2  and they have been tremendous in facilitating the

          3  possibility of making sure that housing for people

          4  in my district, housing for New Yorkers, continue to

          5  at least, in attempt to be creating affordable

          6  housing and these particular units are going to be

          7  definitely affordable housing without no question.

          8                 And that is for us to congratulate

          9  ourselves in times that are so difficult to

         10  accomplish that, and also it's important for the

         11  residents of my community to understand that

         12  although the panorama out there in the economy

         13  doesn't look good, still sometimes the sun comes

         14  out, and today is one of those days.

         15                 You should be very happy that we are

         16  able to pass this here, because it's very difficult

         17  more and more to create affordable housing in New

         18  York City. With that I close my statement and I

         19  thank you for the support that you're giving to this

         20  project.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         22  Council Member.

         23                 Council Member Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: We recommend an
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          2  aye vote on all the items that were presented today.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

          6  the affirmative, none in the negative, no

          7  abstentions, the items are adopted.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MARTINEZ: We are

          9  adjourned.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 1:45 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 28th day of April 2003.
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