Int. No. 706
 

By Council Members Dromm, King, Levine, Chin, Johnson, Palma, Cabrera and Rosenthal
 
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the commissioner of the department of correction to post a quarterly report regarding the visitation of incarcerated individuals.

..Body
 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Chapter 1 of title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 9-135 to read as follows:   
§ 9-135 Jail visitation statistics. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:
“Borough jail facility” shall mean any department facility located outside Rikers Island.
“Visitor” shall mean any person other than an inmate or employee of the department who enters a department facility with the stated intention of visiting an inmate at any department facility.
b. The commissioner shall post on the department website on a quarterly basis a report containing information pertaining to the visitation of the inmate population in city jails for the prior quarter. Such quarterly report shall include:
1. The total number of visitors to city jails, the total number of visitors to borough jail facilities, and the total number of visitors to Rikers Island.
2. The total number of visitors that visited an inmate at city jails, the total number of visitors that visited an inmate at a borough jail facility, and the total number of visitors that visited an inmate at Rikers Island.
3. The total number of visitors that visited an inmate at city jails who registered as the attorney for that inmate, the total number of visitors that visited an inmate at a borough jail facility who registered as the attorney for that inmate, and the total number of visitors that visited an inmate at Rikers Island who registered as the attorney for that inmate.
4. For each of the following categories, the number of visitors unable to visit an inmate at any department facility: (i) the inmate was not located at that facility, (ii) the inmate refused the visit, (iii) the inmate was unable to complete a visit due to a scheduling issue, such as the attempted visit was on the improper date, the attempted visit was on the improper hour, or the attempted visit was during a time when there was mandatory department staff activities that prevented a visit, such as inmate count, (iv) there was no inmate movement in the facility during the time of the attempted visit, (iv) the inmate was not permitted to complete a visit due to department-imposed sanctions, (v) the visitor did not possess proper identification, (vi) the visitor did not meet the department’s dress code, (vii) any other reason the visit was not completed.
5. The inmate visitation rate, which shall be calculated by dividing the average daily city jail population during the reporting period by the average daily number of visitors who visited an inmate at a city jail during the reporting period.

6. The borough facility visitation rate, which shall be calculated by dividing the average daily population of borough facilities during the reporting period by the average daily number of visitors who visited an inmate at a borough facility during the reporting period.

7. The Rikers Island visitation rate, which shall be calculated by dividing the average daily population of Rikers Island during the reporting period by the average daily number of visitors who visited an inmate at Rikers Island during the reporting period.
§2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after enactment.
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