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I. INTRODUCTION
On Thursday, December 18, 2025, the Committee on Education (“Committee”), chaired by Council Member Rita Joseph, held a vote on the following legislation:
· Introduction Number (“Int. No.”) 142-A, sponsored by Council Member Selvena Brooks-Powers, in relation to requiring the department of education to report on student access to home internet and electronic devices; 
· Int. No. 987-A, sponsored by Council Member Joseph, in relation to a pilot program to develop and distribute educational materials regarding the reduction of surplus food in public schools;
· Int. No. 1359-A, sponsored by Council Member Joseph, in relation to requiring the department of education to report on manifestation determination reviews;
· Int. No. 1360-A, sponsored by Council Member Joseph, in relation to outreach regarding youth programs provided by the police department; and
· Resolution Number (“Res. No.”) 842, sponsored by Council Member Joseph, a Resolution recognizing the month of March annually as Music In Our Schools Month in the City of New York.
The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 142 on June 18, 2025. At that hearing, the Committee heard testimony from the New York City (“NYC” or “City”) Department of Education (DOE), advocates, parents, former students, and other interested stakeholders. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 987 and Res. No. 842 on November 17, 2025. At that hearing, the Committee heard testimony from DOE and other interested stakeholders. The Committee also previously held a hearing on Int. No. 1359 and Int. No. 1360 on October 30, 2025. At that hearing, the Committee heard testimony from DOE, advocates, parents, students, and other interested stakeholders. 
On December 18, 2025, the Committee voted on Int. No. 142-A, Int. No. 987-A, Int. No. 1359-A, Int. No. 1360-A, and Res. No. 842 by a vote of 7 in the affirmative and zero in the negative, with zero abstentions. 
II. BACKGROUND
Int. No. 142-A
The COVID-19 pandemic led to an unexpected transition to remote learning for Kindergarten-12 schools, exacerbating the existing digital divide and impacting the educational outcomes of marginalized youth nationally.[footnoteRef:1] In NYC, it was reported that 14 percent of students did not have electronic devices and 13 percent did not have “sufficient internet access” during that time.[footnoteRef:2] Since then, DOE has expanded technology services across schools, including the recent distribution of 350,000 laptops to students across 1,700 schools in September of 2025.[footnoteRef:3] Despite increased investment, DOE does not have a full understanding of the current distribution of devices across schools and student access to technology.[footnoteRef:4] Meanwhile, DOE is currently considering an expansion of remote learning options as a way to meet several demands on the system, including the class size mandate and access to advanced placement classes.[footnoteRef:5]  [1:  Alexandra R. Golden, Emily N. Srisarajivakul, Amanda J. Hasselle, et al., “What was a gap is now a chasm: Remote schooling, the digital divide, and educational inequities resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic,” National Library of Medicine, (June 12, 2023), available at: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10259090/ (last visited Dec. 16, 2025). ]  [2:  NYCLU, “NYSED Survey: 8% of NY Students Without Devices During Pandemic, Racial Disparities,” (May 5, 2021) available at: https://www.nyclu.org/press-release/nysed-survey-8-ny-students-without-devices-during-pandemic-racial-disparities (last visited Dec. 16, 2025).]  [3:  Amy Zimmer, “Cellphones out, Chromebooks in: NYC to give 350,000 students new laptops with free internet,” Chalkbeat, (Sept. 8, 2025), available at: https://www.chalkbeat.org/newyork/2025/09/08/nyc-students-get-350000-chromebooks-to-bridge-digital-divide/ (last visited Dec. 16, 2025). ]  [4:  Reema Amin, “NYC officials pause school device tracking project,” Chalkbeat, (Apr. 7, 2025), available at: https://www.chalkbeat.org/newyork/2023/4/7/23670010/nyc-officials-pause-school-device-tracking-project-pandemic/ (last visited Dec. 16, 2025). ]  [5:  Alex Zimmerman, “To meet class size mandate, NYC officials look to virtual learning,” Chalkbeat, (May 9, 2024), available at: https://www.chalkbeat.org/newyork/2024/05/09/remote-learning-floated-as-one-solution-to-nyc-class-size-mandate/ (last visited Dec. 16, 2024).] 

Int. No. 987-A
DOE serves roughly 880,000 meals a day to students across the nation’s largest school system.[footnoteRef:6] Furthermore, a NYC Department of Sanitation (DSNY) study found that more than 40,000 tons of trash from DOE school buildings can be recycled, composted, or reused.[footnoteRef:7] A pilot program in Fredrick County, Maryland offers NYC schools a model that teaches students about recycling, composting, and reducing food waste.[footnoteRef:8]   [6:   Amy Zimmer, “NYC schools can now donate cafeteria food to fight hunger and reduce waste. Here’s how.” Chalkbeat, (May 10, 2024), available at: https://www.chalkbeat.org/newyork/2024/05/10/nyc-school-food-donation-program-fights-childhood-hunger-reduces-waste/ (last visited Dec. 16, 2025). ]  [7:  Id. ]  [8:  Marissa Sheldon, “Lunch Out of Landfills Teaches Students the Importance of Waste Sorting,” Hunter College New York City Food Policy Center, (April 12, 2022), available at: https://www.nycfoodpolicy.org/food-policy-snapshot-lunch-out-of-landfills/ (last visited Dec. 16, 2025). ] 

Int. No. 1359-A
Students with Individual Education Plans are suspended at disproportionately high rates compared to their peers without disabilities, and often for behavior directly related to their disabilities.[footnoteRef:9] A manifestation determination review is a meeting to decide whether a student’s misbehavior was caused by their disability or happened because the school did not provide the support the student needed.[footnoteRef:10] The meeting is typically attended by the school staff who work with the student and the student’s parent, guardian, or legal advocate.[footnoteRef:11] [9:  Melanie Leung-Gagné, Jennifer McCombs, Caitlin Scott, Daniel J. Losen, “Pushed Out: Trends and Disparities in Out-of-School Suspension,” Learning Policy Institute, (Sept. 30, 2022), available at: https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/crdc-school-suspension-report (last visited Dec. 16, 2025). ]  [10:  Office of Children and Family Services, Office of the Ombudsman, “A Guide to School Discipline
and School Suspension for Youth, Parents, and Caregivers,” (Nov. 2019) available at: https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/ombudsman/assets/docs/OOTO-School-Suspension-Guide.pdf (last visited Dec. 16, 2025). ]  [11:  Id. ] 

Int. No. 1360-A
The NYC Police Department (NYPD) offers a variety of youth-related initiatives, overseen by its internal Community Affairs Bureau.[footnoteRef:12] These initiatives include NYPD Kids First, Summer Youth Policy Academy, Law Enforcement Explorers, Police Athletic League, Options Program, and Presentations and Mentoring.[footnoteRef:13] Currently, these initiatives are only advertised on the NYPD website.[footnoteRef:14]  [12:  New York City Police Department, “Youth Programs,” (n.d.) available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/services/law-enforcement/youth-programs/youth-programs.page (last visited Dec. 16, 2025). ]  [13:  Id. ]  [14:  Id. ] 

Res. No. 842
	Music and the arts have been identified as critical components of a well-rounded education.[footnoteRef:15] Music In Our Schools Month originated when the New York State School Music Association sponsored the first Music In Our Schools Day celebration in 1973.[footnoteRef:16] The celebration has become a national, month-long commemoration of music education in schools around the United States sponsored by the National Association for Music Education since 1985.[footnoteRef:17] Recently, the state of New York proclaimed March as Music In Our Schools Month in 2025.[footnoteRef:18]  [15:  Scott D. Jones, Emily Workman, “ESSA’a Well-Rounded Education,”  Education Commission of the States, (June 2016), available at: https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/ESSAs-Well-Rounded-Education-1.pdf (last visited Dec. 16, 2025).]  [16:  Id. ]  [17:  Id. ]  [18:  N.Y. Ass. Res. K189, 2025th, Leg. Sess. (2025)] 

III. BILL ANALYSIS
Int. No. 142-A
This bill would amend the administrative code, requiring DOE to issue a biannual report regarding students’ access to the internet and electronic devices, and students’ use of virtual learning. DOE would also be required to report on broken or non-functional devices. Additionally, DOE would be required to collect and report feedback from parents regarding challenges with technology access, and provide recommendations on means to address technology access challenges. 
Since its initial hearing, this bill was amended to add reporting on devices that have been reported to DOE as being non-functional. The bill was also amended to remove the requirement that DOE include an analysis of how student academic performance is affected by access to internet-connected devices. The bill was also amended to modify all reporting categories so that DOE must report the number and percentage of respondents in each category rather than just the number. The bill was further amended to replace the definitions of “blended learning” and “remote learning” with a single definition of “virtual learning”. 
This bill also received technical edits. 
Int. No. 987-A
This bill would require the NYC Department of Education (DOE), and an office or agency designated by the mayor, to establish a pilot program to develop and distribute educational materials to students and staff regarding the reduction of surplus food in public schools, the benefits of food waste diversion, and the role of students and staff in diverting organic matter from landfills.  In developing such materials, the designated office or agency would be required to consult with local education and sustainability officials.  This bill would also require DOE to distribute such educational materials to students and staff twice per year, for a two-year period.  DOE would also be required to report any challenges encountered during the pilot program’s implementation and recommendations for its future, as well as an evaluation of any methods identified to reduce the instances in which food ordered by a school becomes surplus food.
Since its initial hearing, this bill was amended to allow the mayor to designate an office or agency to partner with DOE to carry out the requirements of the bill, instead of mandating that the Department of Sanitation work with DOE on the pilot.  
This bill also received technical edits. 
Int. No. 1359-A
This bill would require DOE to report annually on manifestation determination reviews conducted for students with disabilities. DOE would be required to report the number of students referred for a manifestation determination review and the number of reviews conducted each school year. DOE would also be required to report data related to parent notification and attendance at reviews, requests for translation services, and information on the timing of key steps in the review process. DOE would also be required to report on various other metrics relating to the manifestation determination reviews including the results of those reviews, and how many students had more than one review in the same school year. The report would also include a summary of system-wide practices used to inform parents and guardians about the manifestation determination review process.
Since its initial hearing, this bill was amended to add its requirements to section 21-955 of the administrative code rather than creating a new chapter and section of the administrative code. The bill was further amended to amend the definitions of seventeen terms in section 21-955 of the administrative code; and to add six new definitions in numeric and alphabetical order to section 21-955 of the administrative code. The bill was also amended to require specific reporting for district 75 and district 79; and reporting on the number of students who were referred for manifestation determination reviews or had manifestation determination reviews conducted by manifestation teams. The bill was also amended to require reporting on the number of students without an IEP but for whom the department is deemed to have knowledge that the student is a student with a disability; and the number of students with 504 plans. The bill was further amended to require that each category of reporting in the bill be disaggregated by several additional metrics. Finally, the bill was amended to modify several reporting categories so that DOE must report the number and percentage of items in each category rather than just the number.
This bill also received technical and other edits. 
Int. No. 1360-A
This bill would require the NYPD to develop materials regarding their youth programs and provide them to DOE. DOE would be tasked with distributing those materials to schools and students in the New York City school system, on request. Additionally, the police commissioner would, on request, provide council members with information about when these youth programs occur and would post materials on the NYPD’s website.
Since its initial hearing, this bill was amended to remove the requirement that the police commissioner post materials describing youth programming specific to each precinct on each precinct’s landing page. It was also amended to remove the requirement that the commissioner shall review and update information on the department’s website on a quarterly basis. It was further amended to remove the requirement that the commissioner distribute the materials electronically. Finally, the bill was amended to make the distribution of materials to schools, students and council members only mandatory upon the request of such school, student or council member. 
This bill also received technical edits. 

Int. No. 142-A

By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Joseph, Cabán, Louis, Abreu, Hanif, Farías, Brewer, Ung, Hudson, Gennaro, Restler, Williams, Ossé, Ayala, Krishnan, Hanks, Banks, Narcisse, Schulman, Feliz, Riley and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of education to report on student access to home internet and electronic devices
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

1
Section 1. Title 21-A of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by redesignating chapter 40, as added by a local law amending the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to the distribution of materials on water safety in schools, as proposed in introduction number 1059-A, as chapter 41; redesignating section 21-1012 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by such local law as section 21-1013; and adding a new chapter 42 to read as follows: 
CHAPTER 42
STUDENT ACCESS TO HOME INTERNET AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES
§ 21-1014 Reporting on student access to home internet and electronic devices. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Electronic device. The term “electronic device” means a desktop computer, laptop, tablet, or smartphone that can be connected to the internet.  
Non-functional. The term “non-functional” means any electronic device that is unable to perform its intended function, whether due to physical damage, hardware failure, software malfunction, configuration error, lack of necessary updates, or any other condition.
Virtual learning. The term “virtual learning” means an education course that students can complete in a school building or at home using electronic devices to connect students to teachers.
b. No later than January 1, 2027, and every 2 years thereafter, the department shall submit to the speaker of the council and post conspicuously on the department’s website a report regarding student access to home internet and electronic devices. Information required to be included in such report may be procured through any means determined by the department, including, but not limited to, surveys sent to the parents or guardians of students. The report shall include, but not be limited to, the following information for each school district: 
1. The total enrollment and number of responses;
2. The number and percentage of students who have broadband internet access at home; 
3. The number and percentage of students who have access to at least 1 electronic device at home;
4. The number and percentage of students who have an electronic device and broadband internet access at home;
5. The number and percentage of students who have utilized virtual learning options offered by the department;  
6. The number and percentage of students issued a department-owned electronic device; and
7. The number and percentage of electronic devices in schools that have been reported to be non-functional. 
c. The report required pursuant to subdivision b of this section shall additionally include a narrative description of any feedback received from parents and guardians of students regarding challenges with technology access and recommendations on reducing the digital divide among students, including, but not limited to, identifying means of improving student access to home internet and electronic devices, and other such challenges.
d. No information that is otherwise required to be reported pursuant to this section shall be reported in a manner that would violate any applicable provision of federal, state, or local law relating to the privacy of student information or that would interfere with law enforcement investigations or otherwise conflict with the interests of law enforcement.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.Session 13
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Int. No. 987-A

By Council Members Joseph, Restler, Avilés, Banks, Ung, Brannan, Brewer, Stevens, Ossé, Schulman, Nurse, Hudson, Hanif, Narcisse, Louis, Brooks-Powers, Ayala, Gutiérrez, Cabán, De La Rosa and Paladino (in conjunction with the Manhattan Borough President)

..Title
A Local Law in relation to a pilot program to develop and distribute educational materials regarding the reduction of surplus food in public schools
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

1
Section 1. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Chancellor. The term “chancellor” means the chancellor of the city school district of the city of New York.
Designated office or agency. The term “designated office or agency” means any office or agency designated by the mayor to carry out the requirements of this section. 
Staff. The term “staff” means principals, assistant principals, teachers, kitchen and food preparation staff, and facility maintenance staff employed by the New York city department of education.
Student. The term “student” means any pupil under the age of 21 as of September 1 of the academic period, who does not have a high school diploma and who is enrolled in a district school or charter school within the city school district of the city of New York, not including pre-kindergarten students.  
Surplus food. The term “surplus food” means any food purchased by the New York city department of education that is not used for the purpose for which it was purchased and that would otherwise be discarded.
b. Designation. The mayor shall designate an office or agency to carry out the requirements of this section. 
c. Pilot program development and materials distribution. 1. The head of the designated office or agency, in coordination with the chancellor, shall establish a pilot program to develop and distribute educational materials to students and staff regarding the reduction of surplus food in schools, the benefits of diversion of food waste from landfills, and the role of students and staff at schools in diverting unused food and other organic matter from landfills. 
2. By no later than August 1, 2026, the head of the designated office or agency shall develop such materials and deliver them to the chancellor for distribution to staff and students. In developing such materials, the head of the designated office or agency shall, at a minimum: 
(a) Consult with the sustainability director appointed by the chancellor pursuant to subdivision a of section 16-307.1 of the administrative code;
(b) Consult with the office of energy and sustainability of the New York city department of education, or any successor office; and
(c) Produce multiple versions of the materials required by this subdivision to ensure that such materials can be understood by and are useful to all students and staff. 
3. On September 1, 2026; February 1, 2027; September 1, 2027; and February 1, 2028, the chancellor shall distribute to each school, for distribution to all staff and every student of such school, the educational materials produced by the head of the designated office or agency pursuant to this subdivision, in hard copy or electronically if distribution of other similar documents occurs electronically. 
d. Reporting. No later than December 31, 2028, the chancellor shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and post on the New York city department of education’s website, a report on the pilot program established pursuant to subdivision c of this section. The chancellor shall consult the head of the designated office or agency in preparing such report. Such report shall include, but need not be limited to: 
1. An overview of the educational materials provided through the pilot program;
2. An evaluation of the cycle of surplus food from the time such food is ordered by the New York city department of education until it is disposed, and any methods identified to reduce the instances in which ordered food becomes surplus food;
3. A description of any challenges encountered during the pilot program’s implementation; and 
4. Recommendations for the future of the pilot program, including any proposals for expansion, continuation, or modification based on the pilot program’s outcomes.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 1359-A

By Council Members Joseph, Louis, Marte, Zhuang, Feliz, Banks, Avilés, Ayala, Gutiérrez and Cabán
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of education to report on manifestation determination reviews
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

1
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 21-955 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 147 for the year 2023, is amended by amending the definitions of “Committee on preschool special education”; “Committee on special education”; “Home language”; “Individualized education program”; “Initial evaluation”; “Integrated special class program”; “Preschool student with a disability”; “Reevaluation”; “Related services”; “Service recommendation”; “Special class”; “Special education itinerant services”; “Student”; “Student in foster care”; “Student in temporary housing”; “Student with a disability”; and “Three-year reevaluation”; and by adding new definitions of  “504 plan”;  “deemed to have knowledge”; “manifestation determination review”; “manifestation team”; “procedural safeguards notice” and  “referral to a committee on special education” in numeric and alphabetical order to read as follows:
504 plan. The term “504 plan” means a plan developed pursuant to section 504 of the rehabilitation act of 1973, codified at section 794 of title 29 of the United States code, and any regulations promulgated thereunder including, but not limited to, the requirements set forth in part 104 of title 34 of the code of federal regulations, or a successor provision.
Committee on preschool special education. The term “committee on preschool special education” has the same meaning as set forth in section 200.1 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Committee on special education. The term “committee on special education” has the same meaning as set forth in section 200.1 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Deemed to have knowledge. The term “deemed to have knowledge” has the same meaning as set forth in paragraph (5)(B) of subsection (k) of section 1415 of title 20 of the United States code, or a successor provision, and any regulations promulgated thereunder.
Home language. The term “home language” means the language most frequently used in the student's home, as indicated by the response provided by the parent or person in parental relation on the home language questionnaire as that term is defined in section 154-2.2 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision, or as otherwise indicated by the parent or person in parental relation at a later time.
Individualized education program. The term “individualized education program” or “IEP” has the same meaning as set forth in section 200.1 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Initial evaluation. The term “initial evaluation” means an evaluation to determine if a student is a student with a disability, conducted pursuant to sections 4401-a, 4402 and 4410 of the education law and section 200.4 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Integrated special class program. The term “integrated special class program” has the same meaning as set forth in section 200.9 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Manifestation determination review. The term “manifestation determination review” means a review to determine whether a student’s behavior that is subject to disciplinary action is a manifestation of the student’s disability, as required pursuant to subparagraph (E) of paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of section 1415 of the United States code and section 201.4 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, regarding manifestation determinations, or a successor provision. 
Manifestation team. The term “manifestation team” has the same meaning as set forth in subdivision (b) of section 201.4 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Preschool student with a disability. The term “preschool student with a disability” has the same meaning as set forth in section 200.1 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Procedural safeguards notice. The term “procedural safeguards notice” means the notice required pursuant to subsection (d) of section 1415 of title 20 of the United States code and subsection (f) of section 200.5 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Reevaluation. The term “reevaluation” means an evaluation of a student with a disability conducted pursuant to section 4402 of the education law and section 200.4 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision, provided that such term shall not include a three-year reevaluation.
Referral to a committee on special education. The term “referral to a committee on special education” means the act of notifying a committee on special education that a student requires a manifestation determination review, pursuant to chancellor’s regulation A-443, regarding student discipline procedures, or a successor provision, or applicable state or federal law.
Related services. The term “related services” has the same meaning as set forth in section 200.1 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Service recommendation. The term “service recommendation” means the type of services outlined in an individualized education program, including consultant teacher services, resource room programs, integrated co-teaching services, and special class as such terms are defined in section 200.1 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Special class. The term “special class” has the same meaning as set forth in section 200.1 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Special education itinerant services. The term “special education itinerant services” has the same meaning as set forth in paragraph (k) of subdivision 1 of section 4410 of the education law, or a successor provision.
Student. The term “student” means any pupil under the age of twenty-one as of September first of the academic period being reported, who does not have a high school diploma and who is enrolled in a school as school is defined in this subdivision, not including a pre-kindergarten student or a preschool child as preschool child is defined in section 4410 of the education law, or a successor provision.
Student in foster care. The term “student in foster care” means a student placed in 24-hour substitute care away from their birth or adoptive parents and for whom the child welfare agency has placement and care responsibility, as set forth in chancellor’s regulation A-101, or a successor provision, at any point and for any length of time during the school year.
Student in temporary housing. The term “student in temporary housing” means a student who has been identified by the department as a “homeless child” as such term is defined in section 100.2 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
Student with a disability. The term “student with a disability” has the same meaning as set forth in section 4401 of the education law, or a successor provision.
Three-year reevaluation. The term “three-year reevaluation” means a reevaluation that occurs at least once every three years unless otherwise agreed as set forth in section 200.4 of title 8 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, or a successor provision.
§ 2. Section 21-955 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 147 for the year 2023, is amended by redesignating subdivisions g and h as subdivisions j and k, respectively, and by adding new subdivisions g, h, and i to read as follows:
g. No later than November 1, 2027, and annually thereafter, the chancellor shall submit to the speaker of the council and post conspicuously on the department’s website a report regarding manifestation determination reviews conducted during the preceding academic year. Such report shall include the following information citywide; by borough; by community school district, district 75 or district 79; and by school:
	1. The number of students referred to a committee on special education, manifestation team, or school for a manifestation determination review;
	2. The number of manifestation determination reviews conducted by a committee on special education or a manifestation team, in total and disaggregated by:
(a) The number and percentage of such manifestation determination reviews in which the parent or person in parental relation reported not receiving notice of the manifestation determination review or for which no documentation of such notice exists;
(b) The number and percentage of such manifestation determination reviews for which the notice of the manifestation determination review was generated for the parent or person in parental relation at least 5 days in advance of such review, and the number and percentage in which such notice was generated for the parent or person in parental relation fewer than 5 days in advance;
(c) The number and percentage of such manifestation determination reviews in which a parent, person in parental relation or legal advocate did not attend the manifestation determination review;
(d) The number and percentage of such manifestation determination reviews in which interpretation services were requested by a parent or person in parental relation and the number and percentage of instances in which such services were provided during the manifestation determination review;
(e) The number and percentage of such manifestation determination reviews for which the procedural safeguard notice was provided on the same day as the date of referral to a committee on special education, manifestation team, or school; and the number and percentage for which such notice was not provided on the same day;
(f) The number and percentage of such manifestation determination reviews for which the procedural safeguard notice was provided on the same day as the date the parent was notified of the need to conduct a manifestation determination review, and the number and percentage for which such notice was not provided on the same day;
(g) The number and percentage of such manifestation determination reviews conducted within 10 school days of the date of referral to a committee on special education, and the number and percentage conducted more than 10 school days after the date of referral;
(h) The number and percentage of such manifestation determination reviews resulting in a finding that the student’s behavior was a manifestation of the student’s disability; and
	(i) The number and percentage of such manifestation determination reviews resulting in a finding that the student’s behavior was not a manifestation of the student’s disability;
3. The number of students who received more than one manifestation determination review during the same academic year; 
4. The number of students without an IEP but for whom the department is deemed to have knowledge that the student is a student with a disability; and  
5. The number of students with 504 plans;
	h. The information required to be reported pursuant to subdivision g of this section shall additionally be disaggregated by:
1. Grade level;
2. Race or ethnicity; 
3. Gender;
4. English language learner status; 
5. Eligibility for the free and reduced price lunch program;
6. Status as a student in temporary housing; 
7. Status as a student in foster care; 
8. Status as a student with a 504 plan; 
9. Status as a student without an IEP that the department is deemed to have knowledge of as a student with a disability; 
10. Disability classification; and
11. Infraction code as listed under the New York city discipline code for the given reporting year.
i. The report required pursuant to subdivision g of this section shall also include a summary of system-wide practices used by the department to inform parents and persons in parental relation about the manifestation determination review process.
3. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 1360-A

By Council Members Joseph, Louis, Brannan, Marte, Zhuang, Feliz, Banks, Riley, Ayala, Gutiérrez, Schulman and Brewer

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to outreach regarding youth programs provided by the police department
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

1
Section 1. Title 14 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 14-199.3 to read as follows:
§ 14-199.3 Youth programs. a. Development of materials. 1. No later than July 1, 2026, and annually thereafter, the commissioner shall develop informational materials regarding youth programming offered by the department.
2. Materials developed by the commissioner shall include information regarding the times and dates at which a program is offered, when and how a person may sign up for such program, and where more information about such program may be found.
3. Materials developed by the commissioner shall be available in English and the designated citywide languages, as defined in section 23-1101.
b. Outreach. 1. The commissioner shall, in consultation with the chancellor of the city school district of the city of New York, provide the department of education the materials developed in accordance with subdivision a of this section.
2. The commissioner shall provide council members with information about youth programming sponsored by precincts located within each council member’s district upon request. Such information shall be provided based on the frequency that the relevant youth programming is offered and allow for sufficient time for a person to enroll in such youth programming.
c. Website. The commissioner shall post information about citywide youth programs created by the department on the department’s website. The commissioner shall review and update information on the department’s website as necessary to ensure that all youth program offerings are captured on the department’s website.
§ 2. The title of chapter 31 of title 21-A of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law 73 for the year 2023, is amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 31
DISTRIBUTION OF INFORMATION REGARDING AFTERSCHOOL, AND OTHER ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS
§ 3. Chapter 31 of title 21-A of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 21-1002.4 to read as follows:
§ 21-1002.4 Distribution of police department youth program material. Each academic year, the chancellor shall distribute materials regarding youth programs created by the police department in accordance with section 14-199.3 to schools or students upon request. Such materials may be made available on the department's website, in the main or central office of each school, and by any other means deemed appropriate by the chancellor.
§ 4. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Res. No. 842

..Title
Resolution recognizing the month of March annually as Music In Our Schools Month in the City of New York
..Body

By Council Members Joseph, Rivera, Brannan, Banks, Louis, Ossé, Ayala, Schulman, Brooks-Powers, Narcisse, Feliz, Gutiérrez and Brewer

Whereas, Music In Our Schools Month serves as a reminder of the importance of music education, of the need to ensure all children have access to music in school, and as an opportunity for music educators to showcase their programs to their schools and broader community; and
Whereas, The festivity engages music educators, students, and communities from around the country in promoting the benefits of high-quality music education programs in schools; and
Whereas, Music In Our Schools Month originated when the New York State School Music Association sponsored the first Music In Our Schools Day celebration in 1973; and
Whereas, The celebration has become a national, month-long commemoration of music education in schools around the United States sponsored by the National Association for Music Education since 1985; and
Whereas, The National Association for Music Education is celebrating its fortieth anniversary of Music In Our Schools Month in 2025; and
Whereas, In 1973, New York Governor Nelson Rockefeller proclaimed the importance of Music In Our Schools Day “to bring about a more genuine recognition in New York State of the vital place of music in the educational process;” and
Whereas, Students engaged in music education can develop skills in instrumental and vocal performance, music composition, and the understanding of various music genres; and
Whereas, Music and the arts have been identified as critical components of a well-rounded education under the federal Every Student Succeeds Act; and 
Whereas, Arts education is a required subject in NYC Public Schools, as outlined by the New York State Education Department’s Instructional Requirements for the Arts; and 
Whereas, Music is one of the five art disciplines recognized by the state of New York as a part of a high-quality arts education; and
Whereas, The music standards outlined in the Instructional Requirements for the Arts are designed to develop students’ skills in creating, performing, producing, presenting, responding, and connecting to music; and
Whereas, According to NYC Public Schools’ Arts in Schools Report for the 2023-2024 school year, 77 percent of public schools across New York City provided music instruction to students in any grade Pre-K through 12th grade; and
Whereas, In an article authored by Beatriz Illari and Eun Cho and published in Frontiers in Psychology, the researchers found students who received music education scored higher in key measures of positive youth development, such as competence and confidence; and
Whereas, Low-income students of color and those who attend schools with the highest poverty rates are significantly less likely to have access to music education; and
Whereas, In New York City, the Education Trust–New York found only 66 percent of low-income students and 57 percent of Latinx and Black students were enrolled in a music course during the 2018-2019 school year; and 
Whereas, Music education fosters creativity, critical thinking, and social-emotional skills, which are essential for students’ success in school and later careers—fashioning the next generation of creative New Yorkers; and
Whereas, According to a 2024 New York City Comptroller report on the creative economy, creative industries account for slightly over 6 percent of New York City’s employment make-up and 8 percent of New York City’s wage and salary earnings; and
Whereas, The state of New York proclaimed March as Music In Our Schools Month in 2025; now, therefore, be it
	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes the month of March annually as Music In Our Schools Month in the City of New York.
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